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Why heritage tourism is a priority at Indaba
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Visit www.flyexpress.aero for domestic flights to Bloemfontein, Port Elizabeth, East London, Kimberley, Hoedspruit, George, Johannesburg, 
Richards Bay, Cape Town, Durban, and regional flights to Lubumbashi, Gaborone, Windhoek, Walvis Bay and Maputo.   

SA Express is a proud member of the SAA Voyager programme.

It’s all about you.
With every staff member committed to putting your needs first,  
with us, the journey becomes the destination.
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C E O  L E T T E R

Meeting the challenges ahead
Welcome to all our colleagues and partners in the travel industry to the Tourism 

Indaba! This year’s aff air promises to be particularly challenging amidst the global 

aviation developments. Locally, we are facing tougher times ahead as the fuel costs 

increase, passenger demand from international markets decreases due to the 

eurozone debt crisis and the competition for skilled, talented youth mounts. As we 

enter our 18th year of operation, we are even more determined to build a world class 

off ering to all our passengers, despite all of these challenges.

President Jacob Zuma announced our plans to set up a base in Durban, as the 

platform for additional regional expansion into Zambia, Zimbabwe, Mozambique and 

the DRC. SA Express was granted the license to operate six frequencies between 

Durban and Lusaka on 15 March 2012. In line with the airline’s business model, this 

will also be a full service off ering. SA Express has identifi ed Durban as the ideal 

platform to grow its footprint into the SADC region because Durban is establishing 

itself as a lucrative leisure and meetings & conferences destination. It is also uniquely 

positioned as the pivotal point for intermodal transport of goods and services; further 

catalysing trade growth in the SADC region. As part of our expansion strategy, our 

operational base, including maintenance services, fl ight operations and cargo 

services, will be established at the Dube TradePort development this month.

We are widely regarded as the training ground for the aviation industry, along with 

the South African Airforce. What diff erentiates our training programme is that our 

training programme enables new graduates immediate access into the operations of 

SA Express and our medium sized gauge provides the ideal opportunity for 

incremental development of pilots in the industry. Since partnering with 43 Air 

School to implement our Mach1 cadet training pilot programme we have seen the 

benefi ts of creating a value chain to develop talent. We have launched our intake for 

2012 and we ask that you motivate any young person that you think could benefi t 

from this opportunity, to submit their details to recruitment@fl yexpress.aero.

Even though our year got off  to a positive beginning, we unfortunately experienced 

an operational system challenge at the end of March that inconvenienced many of 

you, our valued customers. We would like to apologise wholeheartedly for the 

interruptions. A Joint Operations Control Committee was established with the 

objective of normalising our operations and ensuring our business processes become 

more effi  cient. We are glad to report that the team has stabilised our operations but 

we are still experiencing small glitches.

 We are now available on Twitter and FaceBook. Follow @fl ySAexpress, and, or 

friend/like us on “SA Express Airways” to get instant updates about fl ight schedule 

changes and promotions and access to so much more.

A happy and well deserved Mother’s Day to all mothers on the 13 May.

Inati Ntshanga, CEO SA Express
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2 5 / 5 – 2 7 / 5

Grand Designs Live 
COCA-COLA DOME, JOHANNESBURG  
Built on the success of the multi-award-win-
ning UK TV show Grand Designs by British 
designer, writer and television presenter Kevin 
McCloud (left), Grand Designs Live brings 
cutting-edge design products and solutions 
to South Africa. See ambitious household 
projects come to life within an inspirational 
exhibition space or see Bridget Masinga, the 
bubbly All Access presenter designing her 
very own Powder Room.
granddesignslive.co.za

5 / 6 – 6 / 5

Riebeek Valley olive festival 
ALLESVERLOREN, RIEBEEK KASTEEL 
Taste wines from diff erent wineries 
paired with delicious gourmet meals 
from a variety of food stalls and delis 
at the estate's function and confer-
ence venue. Visitors can also browse 
through the off erings of the country 
market where fresh produce, olive oil, 
pesto, homemade breads, jams, 
biltong, various cheeses and ice 
cream will be for sale.
allesverloren.co.za

3 / 5

Black Hotels & Laurie Levine
BARNYARD THEATRE CRESTA, 
JOHANNESBURG
Laurie Levine (above), with her unique 
voice that fuses childlike playfulness 
with maturity, combines with 
alternative rockers Black Hotels.
laurielevine.co.za

O N E D E R F U L  W I N T E R

The One&Only in Cape Town is gearing up for a ‘Onederful’ African winter with special events and off erings 

specifi cally for South Africans who want to enjoy the Mother City's ‘secret season’. Valid until 30 September and 

for South African residents only, prices start at a reduced rate per person sharing for the 'OneEscape special 

off er' and include a lavish breakfast at Reuben’s, overlooking a picturesque waterway.  oneandonlycapetown.comr
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1 3 / 5

Knysna Motor Show 
KNYSNA HIGH SCHOOL FIELD, 
WATERFRONT DRIVE 
It's time for Knysna's members of the Garden 
Route Motor Club to hold their annual charity 
Knysna Motor Show again. This event has been 
a magnet for lovers of classic cars for many 
years. It also provides a showcase for members 
of the Motor Trade to display their latest 
models, accessories and services.
grmc.co.za

1 2 / 5 – 1 3 / 5

Fab bridal expo 
CAPE TOWN INTERNATIONAL 
SA's top designers showcase unique 
bridal Haute Couture twice daily at this 
event where a lucky couple can win a 
dream wedding worth thousands.
fabbridal.co.za

1 4 / 3 – 2 8 / 5

Music Alla Kaap 
GRANDWEST GRAND ARENA, 
CAPE TOWN  
Music Alla Kaap is a 
celebration of Cape Town’s 
rich musical heritage. Expect 
an energetic show fi lled 
with colour and visuals, 
entertainment from the 
aerial dancers, marimba 
band and bag pipes 
combined with laughter and 
incredible performances 
from Marc Lottering, 
Loukmaan Adams, Allistair 
Izobell, Sophia Foster 
(below), Karin Kortje, 
Terrence Bridgette, Ronnie 
Joyce and Vicky Sampson.
alistairizobellproductions.co.za

T H E  S P I R I T  O F  C A P E  T O W N ’ S  M U S I C

Cape Town's musical heritage has been infl uenced by a host of diverse cultures from all fi ve continents. These 

far-fl ung musical traditions have inspired and cross-pollinated with local traditions and talents to become the 

fascinating mixed masala broadly defi ned as Cape Jazz.  africancreammusic.com
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1 1 / 5 – 2 0 / 5

Knysna Speed Festival
VARIOUS LOCATIONS, KNYSNA  
Petrolheads from all over southern Africa is expect-
ed to descend on the Garden Route for this year's 
Knysna Speed Festival. Speed lovers can look 
forward to anything from a Soap Box Derby to a 
Go Kart Grand, a 4x4 Challenge, 4x4 Elephant Trail, 
Motor Show, Slot Car Challenge, and of course 
the highly anticipated Renault Simola Hillclimb. 
Expect one long week of pure adrenalin and 
fun-fi lled action for the whole family.

speedfestival.co.za

2 2 / 5 – 1 1 / 6

African Footprint 
ARTSCAPE, CAPE TOWN  
South Africa's award-winning hit 
musical is an explosive song-and-
dance show that tells the 
inspirational story of the people of 
Africa through the poignant words 
of the well-known poet Don 
Mattera. The production fuses 
Kwela-jive, traditional gum boot, 
tap, contemporary ballet and 
hip-hop pantsula, performed with 
high energy by a superb cast.

computicket.co.za

1 8 / 5 – 2 0 / 5

Calitzdorp 
Port & Wine Festival
CALITZDORP RAILWAY STATION, 
CALITZDORP, KLEIN KAROO 
Join the Calitzdorpers in 
celebration of their diversity 
of wines, local produce, fauna, 
fl ora and natural beauty and try 
to unravel the mysteries of the 
local Port.

portwinefestival.co.za

I N  Y O U R  S O U L

The Karoo is not so much a place as a feeling, it enters through the skin, taking its time to unfold in your 

bloodstream and when it’s time to leave, you realise the Karoo has taken hold of your soul.  source unknown
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Perfectly 
Positioned for 
Business
With sweeping views over Maputo Bay, 
the internationally acclaimed Hotel 
Cardoso is close to the airport and is the 
perfect base from which to do business, 
host a conference, explore Mozambique's 
colourful history or just relax.

Hotel Cardoso offers guests bedrooms 
that have been individually decorated and 
equipped with all the amenities you would 
expect of a deluxe international hotel. The 
purpose-built conference rooms, high 
speed internet and a dedicated Business 
Center, also make this hotel an ideal 
venue for business travellers to Maputo.

Hotel Cardoso – Connecting you in 
Maputo

Avenida Martires de Mueda 707, Maputo, Mozambique    |    Tel: +258 21 491071    |    www.lonrhohotels.com/hotel-cardoso

maputo

hotel cardoso

Connect at the 
Grand Karavia in 
Lubumbashi
Looking for a stylish hotel in Lubumbashi  
where you can conduct conferences, link 
up for business and enjoy instant internet 
access to work and home?

The Grand Karavia Hotel is conveniently 
located in the heart of Lubumbashi and is 
the hotel of choice for the business 
traveller in Africa. From arranging airport 
protocol to providing international 
standard accommodation, uninterrupted 
internet connectivity and invaluable on 
the ground know-how – the Grand 
Karavia promises 5 star service from 
check-in to check-out.  

55 Route du Golf, Quartier Golf, Lubumbashi, Democratic Republic of Congo    |    +243 (0) 81 558 3058    |    www.lonrhohotels.com/grand-karavia

lubumbashi

grand karavia

@Grand_Karavia /GrandKaravia

@Cardoso_Hotel /HotelCardoso
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During tourism month 
Indwe raises a toast to the 
winners of the Best of Wine 
Tourism Award – La Motte 
Wine Estate in the 
Franschhoek Valley

La Motte 
takes 
wine 
tourism’s 
top award

Apart  f rom tast ing world-class wines,  v is i tors to 
La Motte can tuck into some great  cuisine at  the 
wine farm's cr i t ical ly-acclaimed Pierneef  á La 
Motte restaurant

G O O D  W I N E  should be enjoyed with ap-

pealing architecture, captivating landscapes, art, 

history, sustainable practices and extraordinary 

food. A tall order, you might say. Surely all of this 

cannot be included in one single wine experience 

on one single wine estate? It can, at La Motte. 

The La Motte Wine Estate in the Franschhoek 

Valley had been voted winner of the Great Wine 

Capitals (GWC) Best of Wine Tourism Award for 

2012 and judged the winner in the category Arts 

and Culture, second runner-up in the category Sus-

tainable Wine Tourism Practices, second runner-up 

in the category Architecture and Landscapes and 

third runner-up in the category Innovative Wine 

Tourism Experiences.

As the Best of Wine Tourism title holder, La 

Motte joins iconic world names in wine such as 

Spain’s Bodegas Campo Viejo of Rioja, acclaimed 

for its wine and architecture; the famous 13th cen-

tury Château d´Agassac of Bordeaux in France and 

the 900 year-old Dievole of Florence, Italy; the lofty 

Bodega Atamisque, 1,300 metres above sea level at 

the entrance to the Uco Valley in Mendoza, Argen-

tina; the luxury resort Meadowood of California’s 

Napa Valley, which boasts a three-star Michelin res-

taurant; and specialty boutique guides, Appellation 

Central Wine Tours of Christchurch, New Zealand.

The GWC judges said what made La Motte 

stand out amongst the illustrious crowd was its 

Why the 
excitement?
The Great Wine Capitals 
(GWC) is a network of nine 
major global cities in the 
northern and southern 
hemispheres, which are 
all close to internationally 
renowned wine regions. 
These networks 
encompass both what 
is known as the ‘old’ and 
‘new’ worlds of wine. The 
GWC encourages travel, 
education and business 
exchanges between the 
internationally renowned 
cities (or regions) of 
Bilbao/Rioja in Spain, 
Bordeaux in France, Cape 
Town in South Africa, 
Christchurch in New 
Zealand, Florence in 
Italy, Mainz/Rheinhessen 
in Germany, Mendoza 
in Argentina, Porto 
in Portugal and San 
Francisco/Napa Valley 
in America.
greatwinecapitals.com
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La Motte has a heri tage spanning over three centur ies

consistent excellence in a variety of categories for 

which it had entered the competition. These includ-

ed Arts and Culture, Sustainable Wine Tourism, Ar-

chitecture and Landscapes, Innovative Wine Tour-

ism Experiences and its Wine Tourism Restaurant.  

 La Motte’s owner, Hanneli Rupert-Koegelenberg, 

says she and her team are grateful for the recog-

nition: “We are so blessed with the beauty of the 

Franschhoek Valley and it’s our privilege to share 

our passions – wine, food, classical music, art, our 

heritage and environment – with our guests.”

Hein Koegelenberg, CEO of La Motte, says al-

though the focus of the wine estate has always 

been on the production of exceptional wines for the local and international 

markets, there has also been a dedication to “a culture of excellence over a 

broader spectrum”.  To achieve this La Motte has been developed as a wine 

tourism destination off ering a comprehensive experience, including a herit-

age spanning over three centuries, architecture that successfully blends the 

old with the new, a restaurant with traditional Cape Winelands cuisine, a mu-

seum, a hiking trail to enjoy the estate’s biodiversity and it’s tasting facilities.

Last year the Pierneef à La Motte restaurant was nominated in the top 

20 of the Eat Out DSTV Food Network Restaurants Awards – the generally 

accepted authority on restaurants in South Africa. Some of its recipies will 

be included in the much-anticipated cook book Cape Winelands Cuisine. 

The book will share the history and inspiration behind traditional South 

African recipes. 

More than just a wine farm
Adjacent to the Pierneef à La Motte 
Restaurant is the La Motte museum, which 
off ers an exceptional cultural-historical 
experience. 

 It displays various aspects of the life 
of billionaire entrepreneur, businessman 
and conservationist Dr. Anton Rupert (1916 
to 2006), his wife Huberte and the musical 
career of their daughter, the mezzo-soprano 
Hanneli Rupert-Koegelenberg.  

 The largest room in the museum is 
dedicated to the life and art of one of South 
Africa's greatest landscape artist, Jacob 
Hendrik Pierneef (1886 to 1957). 

 The museum is open from Tuesdays 
to Sundays from 9am to 5pm and also the 
departure point of the La Motte Historic 
Walk, which takes place on Wednesday 
mornings at 10am (bookings essential). The 
walk visits four national monuments gracing 
the Franschhoek Valley landscape: The La 
Motte Manor House; the Jonkershuis; the La 
Motte Historic Cellar; and the Water Mill.
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Want to de-stress after a tough week 
in the offi  ce? Why not catch an award-win-
ning South African fi lm, become engrossed 
in a great novel, give your thumbs a work-
out with a long-awaited video game, enjoy 
the latest series of NCIS: Los Angeles or pop 
Chris Brown on the iPod.

Kicking Back

T V

NCIS: Los Angeles series 3
Who would have thought a cop show starring 
a rapper called ‘Ladies Love’ and the guy who 
played Robin in some terrible Batman movies 
would be any good. Yet, spin-off  series NCIS: 
Los Angeles and its cast members LL Cool J 
and Chris O'Donnell have reached a third 
series, pulling in some decent viewing fi gures.

The latest season picks up minutes after 
series 2, as the NCIS team, headed by Callen 
(O’Donnell) continues their search for 
Operations Manager Hetty Lange in Romania. 
The real-time episode kick-starts an explosive 
series that features a cyber-attack on the 
DOD and a dodgy Navy Seal who has to be 
fl ushed out by Sam Hanna (LL Cool J).
ncis: los angeles season 3 is on mnet this month

F I L M 

Otelo Burning
When Otelo Burning is released in South Africa this month it will mark the 
end of an incredible journey for director Sara Blecher. It took seven long 
years for the fi lm to make it to local screens as the fi lmmaker struggled to 
fi nd funding and, to get the script just right, conducted a workshop with 
children in Lamontville area in Durban. Blecher’s perseverance has paid off  
handsomely, with the marvellous Otelo Burning underlining the wealth of 
talent that currently exists in the South African fi lm industry.

Set in 1989, when the struggle against apartheid was reaching a climax, 
the fi lm tells the story of a group of township children in KwaZulu-Natal 
who fall in love with surfi ng. Otelo Buthelezi (Jafta Mamabolo), his brother 
Ntwe (Tshepang Mohlomi) and friend Mandla (Sihle Xaba) are enthralled 
by the ability to “fl y on water” but their camaraderie is torn apart by envy 
and jealousy. When Otelo outshines him on the board, Mandla turns on 
Ntwe, putting him in harm's way. Otelo has a tough decision to make 
between a successful surfi ng career and justice.

Featuring wonderful natural performances from a young cast and 
truly striking cinematography, Otelo Burning will light up cinemas 
throughout the country. otelo burning is in cinemas from 11 may
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B O O K S

When in Broad 
Daylight I Open
My Eyes by Greg 
Lazarus 
Anyone who doesn’t 
believe spouses can 
successfully work 
together should meet 
Greg Fried and Lisa 
Lazarus. Using the 
penname Greg Lazarus, 
The Cape Town-based 
couple have evolved into a 
potent writing team, 
following up The Book of 
Jacob: A Journey Into 
Parenthood with riveting 
psychological thriller 
When in Broad Daylight I 
Open My Eyes.

The book is centred 
on Maria Petros, a 
psychologist who is left 
shaken by the unexplained 
death of her mother and 
delves into her past. An 
erotic exploration into 
what motivates people to 
act as they do, When in 
Broad Daylight I Open My 
Eyes, casts Cape Town in 
a sinister new light.
when in broad daylight 

i open my eyes (kwela 

books) is out now

M U S I C

Fortune by Chris Brown
Such is the controversy surrounding Chris Brown, it is easy to forget he's a seriously talented R&B 
artist. Album Fortune should be a timely reminder of how good a musician he can be. 

Those who have collaborated with Brown certainly have high hopes with producer David Banner 
saying the singer’s fi fth studio off ering will get people back to clubs and change the way we look at 
R&B. Brown himself has confi rmed via twitter that Fortune will feature dubstep tracks while Black 
Eyed Peas’ will.i.am and rapper Nas will also be on the album.

The people who have worked with Brown consider him this generation’s Michael Jackson. The 
artist has the controversy part in place, now he just has to back it up with a special album.
fortune is on shelves on 8 may

G A M E S

Max Payne 3
Fans of down-on-his-luck detective 
Max Payne have been waiting nine 
years for his return to consoles. A lot 
of hype, then, and signs are Max 
Payne 3 will meet expectations.

Set fi ve years after Max Payne 2, we 
catch up with Max at an all time low, 
the detective popping pain pills and 
drowning his sorrows in alcohol. He 
gets a job in Sao Paulo working for a 
industrialist, whose wife is kidnapped. 
Max has to sober up to get her back.

Combining a tense storyline with 
amazing graphics and a slow-motion 
‘bullet time’ way of taking out bad 
guys Max Payne 3 promises to be the 
best action experience of the year.
max payne 3 is out on 15 may
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Tracks
With Heritage tourism becoming increasingly popular, 
Indwe explores SA Tourism’s new strategy to 
promote culturally-signifi cant sites

Herit age
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V I S I T O R S  T O  A F R I C A ’ S  T O P 
T R A V E L  S H O W ,  Indaba, will learn that 

voyages into the past could hold gold for the 

future. A seminar focused on speed market-

ing the cultural diversity and heritage re-

sources of southern Africa – focusing on this 

region’s eight World Heritage Sites – is a key 

event during this year’s Indaba. The event is 

aimed at selling “non-safari-type experiences” 

in the wake of an announcement by the Min-

ister of Tourism, Marthinus van Schalkwyk 

that “the combination of culture, heritage and 

tourism should be a potent economic engine”. 

The new policy follows research by the 

World Tourism Organisation that indicates 

40 per cent of international travel is insti-

gated by the desire to explore heritage and 

cultural products. Van Schalkwyk says this 

could open a wide range of opportunities to 

small, medium and micro enterprises in the 

arts and craft industries, cultural landscapes, 

heritage sites and cultural festivals. “The chal-

lenge would be to package heritage and cul-

tural diversity being packaged into quality, in-

novative and authentic products that meet the 

market’s needs and provide value for money.”

Contrary to popular belief, the World 

Economic Forum’s Global Competitiveness 

Report of 2009 found that the majority of 

consumers of heritage tourism were young 

adults (26.9 per cent) between the ages of 

21 to 30 years of age. This is followed by 

people between 31 and 40 years (25.2 per 

cent), between 41 and 50 years (18 per cent) 

and 22.3 per cent for people over 50.

The strategy will focus on South Africa’s 

eight World Heritage Sites: Robben Island, the 

Cradle of Humankind, the Mapungubwe Cul-

tural Landscape, Isimangaliso Wetland Park, 

uKhahlamba/Drakensberg Mountain Range, 

the Cape Floral Kingdom, Richtersveld Cul-

tural landscape and the Vredeford Dome.

Added to this three projects known for 

their "global signifi cance" will also be pro-

moted. They are the Dinosaur Interpretative 

Centre in Golden Gate's Highlands National 

Park, the National Heritage Monument and 

the First Indigenous Peoples' Projects in 

Graaff  Reinet. 

the culture and heritage speed marketing seminar 

takes place at 12.30pm on monday, 14 may, during 

indaba – indaba-southafrica.co.za

Africa’s showcase
Indaba is the largest 
tourism marketing event 
on the African calendar 
and one of the top three 
‘must visit’ events of 
its kind on the global 
calendar. With the widest 
variety of southern Africa's 
tourism products on 
show, Indaba attracts 
international visitors 
and media from across 
the world. Starting on 
Saturday, 12 May at the 
Durban International 
Convention Centre and 
continuing for four days, 
Indaba will attract well 
over 13,000 delegates 
from the travel tourism 
and related industries.

The Cradle of 
Humankind 
cultural signifi cance: 
Renowned as the 

birth place of 

mankind, the 

Cradle of Human-

kind World 

Heritage Site 

presents scientifi c 

evidence of a 

series of early 

Fossil Hominid 

sites. The latest 

discovery of new 

species of Homo-

nid sheds light on 

the earliest 

humans on earth.    

date of proclamation 

as a world heritage 

site: 1999

location: Gauteng 

Province
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Cape Floral 
Kingdom  
cultural signifi cance: 
The Cape Floral 

Region is a serial 

site of 8 protected 

areas, proclaimed 

under UNESCO 

World Heritage 

Convention for 

Outstanding 

Universal Value as 

one of the most 

highly-concentrated 

and richest areas for 

biodiversity of plants 

in the world.   

date of proclamation 

as a world heritage 

site: 2004 location: 

Western Cape

iSimangaliso Wetland Park  
cultural signifi cance: A vibrant 

ecosystem encompassing a rich 

and diverse fl ora and fauna  

ranging from marine systems, 

coastal forests and swamps to 

drier woodland areas. A remark-

able natural beauty of Outstanding 

Universal Value.

date of proclamation as a world 

heritage site: 1999 
location: KwaZulu Natal
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Robben Island World Heritage Site  
cultural signifi cance: Once a notorious place of 

banishment and incarceration of freedom 

fi ghters, popular Heritage Site Robben 

Island now presents a vivid history

underpinning the triumph of the human 

spirit over adversity and oppression.

date of proclamation as a world heritage site: 1999
location: Table Bay, Western Cape Province

Mapungubwe Cultural Landscape  
cultural signifi cance:  An exuberant cultural 

landscape that once served as the largest 

kingdom and civilisation in the sub-continent 

before the 14th century. Renowned for the rich 

history of early  gold mining and global trade 

especially between indigenous African people 

and the East.

date of proclamation as a world heritage site: 2003
location: Limpopo Province

Richtersveld Cultural 
and Botanical 
Landscape  
cultural signifi cance: An 

extraordinary mix of both 

natural and cultural 

heritage resources, with a 

wide range of endemic 

biodiversity of plants and 

rock art on arid and 

semi-arid landscape that 

is home to the Nama 

Community (Khoisan 

People)

date of proclamation as a 

world heritage site: 2007
location: Northern Cape 
Province
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Signifi cant Others
South African Tourism 
is promoting three 
sites that have a global 
cultural signifi cance. 

 Dinosaur 
Interpretative Centre 
in Golden Gate's 
Highlands National 
Park is the location for 
a 19-million-year-old 
dinosaur nesting site. 

 The National 
Heritage Monument 

 The First Indigenous 
People's Project in 
Graaff  Reinet.Ukhahlamba/Drakensberg Park (Cultural Landscape)

cultural signifi cance: A majestic cultural landscape that combines both natural and 

cultural heritage resources. It has a high level of endemic and globally threatened 

biodiversity and animals.

date of proclamation as a world heritage site: 2000 location: KwaZulu-Natal

Vredefort 
Dome 
cultural signifi cance: 

A remarkable 

meteorite impact 

site (Asrobleme), 

proclaimed a 

World Heritage 

Site as the oldest 

and largest 

meteorite impact 

site in the world.   

date of proclamation 

as a world heritage 

site: 2005
location: Border  
Free State and North 
West Provinces a
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There’s more to it 
than pool decks and 
swizzle sticks.
FNB Tourism is proud to have helped many South African businesses 
grow with financial solutions tailored for the tourism industry. We have 
aligned ourselves with major bodies such as the Tourism Grading Council 
of South Africa (TGCSA) and we also participate in discussions like 
Tourism Indaba and Hospitality Investment Conference Africa (HICA) to 
ensure that we empower the industry to be the prosperous business we 
know it has the potential to be. 

Isn’t it time your business was a part of all this?

Commercial Banking
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For more information, please email tourism@fnb.co.za or visit www.fnb.co.za/tourism
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Bird-watching in South Africa does not get much better than a visit to 
the Phinda Game Reserve in Zululand. Indwe grabs its binoculars and 

goes in search of some rare and beautiful creatures

A bird in the hand

“ C A N  Y O U  F I N D  U S  A  N A R I N A  T R O G O N ? ”  I asked 

Sam Mdluli, a mischievous glint in my eye. As he hefted himself into the 

driver’s seat of our safari vehicle he just raised an eyebrow and gave 

me the answer I’ve heard so many times from safari guides. That 

slightly enigmatic, get-out-of-jail-free-card: “We’ll have to see what 

the bush brings us.”

And here on &Beyond’s Phinda Private Game Reserve, in 

the lush north-eastern corner of Zululand, there is plenty 

of pristine bush to work with. Some 23 000 hectares of 

it, to be exact, off ering the Big Five along with seven 

distinct habitats that include woodland, grassland, 

wetland and forest. It was this last that I’d come 

here to experience. At Phinda, &Beyond is 

the custodian of 1000 hectares of rare dry 

sand forest, among the last remaining 

tracts on the continent. 

With their roots in the remains 

of ancient fossilised dunes, the 

trees of the sand forest form 

B Y  R I C H A R D  H O L M E S
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The rare Narina t rogon cal ls  the t rees of  Phinda home
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"There are 415 bird 
species at the Phinda 
Game Reserve, 
including the African 
broad-bill and the 
Square-tailed 
drongo"
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top of the dead Tamboti tree? Turn to the page of 

buzzards in the bird book and then take another 

look. Tell me what you see.” 

Honestly? All I saw was a brown smudge, 

with a few dark brown smudges to break up 

the brown. I sighed, and looked to Mark for in-

spiration.

“Steppe Buzzard?” he suggested, not entirely 

convincingly. 

“Exactly!” beamed Sam, pleased that his 

students were making progress. Well, perhaps 

Mark was. I’m an enthusiastic, if inept, twitcher, 

while he can spot a Neergard’s sunbird at a hun-

dred paces. Identifying mantles, scapulars and 

wattles comes naturally to him, while if I can 

discern it has two wings then I’m doing well. 

That said, over our two days with Sam I got 

pretty good at Bateleurs. They’re easy to spot 

because of their short stubby tail, and their see-

saw fl ight as they soar on the thermals. Not for 

nothing are they named after the French word 

for ‘tightrope-walker’. 

As the sun burnished the grasslands, long and 

waving after good summer rains, in golden light 

the sighting list racked up. Red-winged pratin-

coles hunkered down in the dips as the plentiful 

Blacksmith plovers cackled at us imperiously.

Of course it wasn’t just birds that fi lled our 

binoculars. Rhino are plentiful on Phinda and – 

no doubt thanks to ongoing conservation work – 

have so far not been aff ected by the rising tide of 

poaching sweeping many reserves further north. 

Instead, they’re abundance is astounding. When 

last did you see a herd of seven rhino grazing 

contentedly on the lush grass of late summer?

We also spotted their more reclusive cousins, 

a Black Rhino mother and her calf keeping a 

low profi le in the thorny thickets that break up 

the billiard table of green. In the thickets too, 

a massive male lion deigned to rise from his 

afternoon slumber to give us a close-up view of 

his impressive bulk. Post-nap scratching and 

grooming completed, he wandered over to a 

nearby hillock to summon his pride; his throaty 

contact call a sound that would freeze my blood 

if I wasn’t in a sturdy safari vehicle.

With one big male and his pride around, the 

usual sundowners out in the bush were off  the 

table, so a slow circuitous route took us back 

to the lodge for dinner in the boma. Along the 

way leopards crossed our path and bush babies 

mewled from the boughs above: even when 

Four-legged 
wonders
In addition to 415 bird 
species, Phinda Private 
Game Reserve is also 
home to an abundance 
of wildlife, including 
the Big Five - lion, 
leopard, elephant, 
buff alo and rhino.

a unique habitat: there is little leaf litter – much 

of it carried away by over-achieving termites – 

and the forest edge disappears as quickly as it 

arrives. Despite this seemingly sparse environ-

ment, the forest thrives, with trees whose names 

are as evocative as the woodland itself: False 

Tamboti, Maputaland Ordeal Tree, Zulu Pod-

berry, and Toad-tree. 

This woody wonderland is a haven for birdlife 

too, which was the other reason I’d driven the 

three hours from Durban. Of the 415 bird spe-

cies on Phinda, the likes of the African broad-

bill, Square-tailed drongo and Blue-mantled 

Crested Flycatcher all call these trees home. 

And, of course, the elusive Narina Trogon. And 

the reason for Sam’s raised eyebrow? Well, be-

cause asking a birding guide for a sighting of the 

striking red and green Trogon is like asking for 

a leap of leopards lounging in a single Marula 

tree: possible, but unlikely. 

But Sam had grown up in this thick KwaZulu-

Natal bushveld, and the lines around his eyes 

spoke of many years spent peering through binoc-

ulars.  My twitcher friend Mark and I dropped our 

bags in our glass-walled suite and headed straight 

out to make the most of the late-afternoon light.

Through the sand forest we trundled, stop-

ping to look at tree orchids and frogs’ nests. 

Sand roads wended deep into the forest, our 

eyes darting about in search of a feathered 

fl ash in the branches. And then, suddenly, it all 

changed. From the gloomy embrace of the Sand 

Forest the Phinda landscape transformed. We 

burst from shady gloaming into brilliant KwaZu-

lu-Natal sunshine: the trees were left behind as 

we drove out onto wide grassy plains. Herds of 

zebra, wildebeest and giraff e dotted the grass-

lands that stretched away to the north. 

For once though, I was on a game vehicle 

that wasn’t searching for four-legged beasts. If 

it didn’t have two legs, feathers and interesting 

wattles we weren’t interested. And if it was a 

rare migratory visitor in breeding plumage, then 

so much the better. But Sam was determined to 

make us work for our birds, combining a little 

education with our entertainment. 

“Now take a look over there in the Bush Wil-

low. Do you see it?” asks Sam. “That’s a Lemon-

breasted canary; a female. They are endemic 

to this area and you often see their nests in the 

Lala palms. Keep your eyes out.” 

And a little further on: “OK, that bird in the 

@
P
L
A
Y

2 7Indwe

IND29_024-028_@Play_Phinda.indd   27IND29_024-028_@Play_Phinda.indd   27 18/04/2012   15:1518/04/2012   15:15



you’re not looking for sightings, at Phinda they 

seem to fi nd you.

The next morning, dawn light fi lters gently 

through the canopy of the sand forest, leaking 

into the glass-walled suites of &Beyond Phinda 

Forest Lodge. Blending Asian minimalism with 

organic tones of stone and wood, the 16 suites 

are scattered privately amidst the sand forest, 

off ering privacy, peace and quiet. 

While lazy mornings can happily be spent on 

the private terrace in each suite, the main lodge 

is equally attractive. An expansive wooden deck 

overlooks a small waterhole and grassy clearing, 

where birds fl it about as you enjoy your morning 

scrambled eggs. 

Crowned hornbills soar from copse to copse, 

as White-faced ducks make their noisy landing 

at the waterhole. In the distance, a circling fl ock 

of pelicans is a reminder that the wetlands of the 

iSimangaliso World Heritage Site are not far off . 

Mark and I savour a second coff ee – on the 

nearby couches – the organic African beans 

are brewed into a mean espresso at &Beyond 

lodges – and keep our eyes trained on the grass-

land. It seems &Beyond Phinda Forest Lodge 

is a place where the delight is in the detail, 

from the subtle décor and shy yet helpful staff , 

to seemingly quiet grasslands that come alive 

with birds through the lens of our binoculars.

Between the morning and afternoon game 

drives, forest walks also off er a welcome oppor-

tunity to stretch your legs and scan the treetops 

for the forest’s more reticent residents. It’s a 

windy day though, so the birds are especially 

retiring, but as we walk the musky scent of the 

Spiny gardenia wafts across the forest fl oor. 

“The Forest Weaver makes its nest from the 

roots of those Tree orchids,” explains Sam, stop-

ping beneath a Lebombo wattle and pointing 

skywards. 

Further down the path he runs his hand down 

the smooth curves of a tree trunk as white as 

ivory.

“The Nyala eat the seeds of this tree, but 

the local community has a much better use for 

them,” explains Sam. “Once they have fallen 

we collect them up, and let them dry out very 

well. Then you cut them in half and use them as 

candles. That’s why it is called the Torchwood.”

It’s not the only thing heating up though. As 

the sun warms up our Zululand afternoon, we 

move our bird watching to the pool. There’s an 

equally good view of the grasslands, with the 

added benefi t of a cooling dip in between beers, 

books and binoculars. 

And with the resident Purple-crested touraco 

hopping through the branches above us, twitch-

ing requires little more eff ort than lifting your 

eyelids. I could get into this birding lark, I think 

to myself. 

And, in case you were wondering? We never 

did fi nd that elusive Narina Trogon. Maybe next 

time.

"There's an equally good view of the 
grasslands, with the added benefi t of a 

cool dip in between beers"
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supporter!

Rent with us between 1 May 2012 and 30 May 
2012 and stand a chance to win 2 double 

tickets to the Super Rugby match between 
the MTN Lions and Sharks.

Visit one of our nationwide branches or contact our 
friendly reservations team to book. 

Quote promo code “RUGBY12”

Tempest Car Hire –

proud Rugby 

011 552 3900
www.tempestcarhire.co.za
A Level 2 BBBEE rated company
   Terms and conditions apply. You must book and travel between 1 May 2012 - 30 May 2012 in order to qualify.
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Can the Opel Astra GTC herald in a new 
age of supremacy for the always-exciting 
hatchback? Indwe jumps behind the 
wheel to fi nd out

B Y  R A Y  L E A T H E R N
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I  L O V E  H O T  H A T C H B A C K S . I’ve always loved them ever since 

the original Golf GTI which arrived on earth before I even did. But depending 

on whom you ask – hot hatchbacks had their heyday either thirty, twenty or 

ten years ago. What that proves to me more than anything is the longevity of 

hot hatchbacks, but also this bizarre apocalyptic sense that they are always 

dying out somehow. Fuel prices are touching R12 a litre; you get locked up if 

you so much as think of doing ‘big speed’ driving, there is e-tolling, CO² taxa-

tion, massive customs and excise duties on expensive import cars, traffi  c jams 

as far as the eye can see. Being a petrol head is a hostile environment these 

days and it’s killing the kilowatt and evangelising eco-ism. Ironically, now more 

than ever, should motoring not be ideal for hot hatchback superiority?

Hot hatchbacks should be in their element right now because they are not 

about how quickly you can reach top speed, but how much fun you can have 

before you reach the speed limit. Hot hatchbacks make driving slowly fun, they 

make traffi  c circles in your neighbourhood fun, and they make going out to get 

a 2-litre milk fun even if you have less displacement than that under the bonnet. 

Most importantly they are cheap, so people can actually buy them with real 

money and keep service and repair centres afl oat as they bounce them off  trees 

late at night and go through a set of brake pads and front tyres every track day.

But alas, it’s the car companies, not 21st century circumstances that are 

dropping the ball as it turns out. They’ve taken the turbo charger away from 

the petrol head and turned it into a tool of evil. The turbo charger is now used 

as temperance to fuel guzzling and a fi rewall to CO² emission, not a one way 

ticket, like it once was, to a pair of battered kidneys as lagging G-forces crushed 

you deep into your bucket seat. The car companies are mating these small 

displacement turbo charged engines with ever fattening and widening bodies 

that are beginning to resemble station wagons or estates in their size, rather 
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than conventional hatchbacks. The Ford Focus fi ve-door 

falls into this category too now. 

The new Opel Astra GTC might be another case in 

point. Looks good in the pictures doesn’t it? Not one 

panel is shared between it and the fi ve-door Opel Astra. 

The fi ve-door Astra is a car I liked a lot when it fi rst 

came out two years ago despite its inability to gain sales 

traction. Now Opel have lowered that same car by a few 

cm, lengthened the wheel base and given it a wider track 

front and back. Marvellous. The extra spoiler bulging 

on the roof and at the end of the hatchback looks good 

too, as do the speed creases around the door handles. 

Now we get to the meat and veg. The old range top-

ping GTC had a Golf GTI rivalling 147kW, 2.0-litre 

turbo charged motor. So how much do you expect the 

new GTC produces? I’m afraid it’s less meat and more 

veg, try an identical 132kW & 230Nm as the Astra fi ve 

door from a 1.6-litre turbo charged four cylinder. That 

is bizarre isn’t it? To put less, detuned power into a new, 

heavier car, while all the competitors have surged ahead, 

and you have the Opel Corsa OPC’s 141kW & 280Nm 

output engine at your disposal. The most powerful GTC 

will only get to 100kph in over 8 seconds 

as a result. Opel claim the front suspension 

has a sportier edge that limits torque steer, 

however the launch route we drove through 

the Freestate had a handful of corners, so 

I guess we’ll have to wait till the road test 

to see if that is in fact the case.

So the GTC is simply an Astra three 

door - another luke-warmish caulifl ower of 

a coupe/hatchback with boutique looks and 

shop performance when what we used to 

have was piping hot radish. Opel will also 

sell you a GTC badged car with a 1.4-litre 

turbo engine making 103kW & 200Nm 

that is cheaper, more economical and 

more sensible. Also consider the Volkswa-

gen Scirocco 1.4 TSI for better styling, the 

Renault Megane 1.4 TCE for better spec 

levels, or the Honda CR-Z hybrid for bet-

ter eco-worthiness if you value style over 

substance and want to push hot hatchbacks 

nearer the endangered species list.

"The GTC is another luke-warmish 
caulifl ower of a coupe/hatchback 

with botique looks"

Pricelist
Opel Astra GTC 1.4T 
Enjoy: R287,000
Opel Astra GTC 1.6T 
Sport: R304,000
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W H E N E V E R  T H A M I  T S O L E K I L E  can fi nd time in his hectic 

schedule as a professional cricketer, he boards a plane in Johannesburg, 

where he plays for the Highveld Lions, and fl ies to Cape Town. Laden with 

sport shoes and cricket bats, the 31-year-old heads for the township of 

Langa, where he was born and raised, and hands out the equipment to 

underprivileged kids, who dream of following in his footsteps.

“It is very important that I inspire youngsters in Langa because there are 

still a lot of hardships there and they can easily lose hope,” he says. “I know 

people who come from disadvantaged areas and never go back there, but 

I never forget my roots. I will never ever forget my family and the people 

I grew up with, or the club and the school that have made me. Growing 

up in a township can either make you or break you, there’s no in between. 

I have no regret growing up in Langa because it has made me tougher.”

Tsolekile’s resolve has helped him stage one of the most remarkable 

comebacks in the history of South African cricket. Having been dropped 

from the national side after just three Test matches in 2004 and then 

losing his contract at the Cape Cobras, he has grafted his socks off  to 

emerge as the national selectors’ preferred candidate to replace stalwart 

Mark Boucher, who has announced his imminent retirement. Such is 

the faith Cricket South Africa has in Tsolekile he was awarded a central 

contract in February and will be Boucher’s understudy when the Proteas 

tour England in July.

“It came as a surprise when I got the call from [chief selector] Andrew 

Hudson to tell me about the contract,” Tsolekile admits. “There is a lot of tal-

ent in South Africa and they could have picked anyone. But he explained to 

me that it was because of all the hard work I’ve been putting in the last few 

seasons. I have done well over the last three years for the Lions I don’t think 

my form has been a fl uke. I have been very consistent, which is something 

Cricket star Thami 
Tsolekile tells Indwe why 

a township upbringing 
has made him tough 

enough to replace 
outgoing Proteas wicket-

keeper Mark Boucher 
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that is also important when you play at international level.”

By his own admission Tsolekile did not make the most of his 

opportunities when he fi rst got a taste of Test cricket, debuting 

against India in Kanpur in 2004. While Tsolekile’s glove work 

was solid, he only averaged 9.40 runs with the bat.

“Maybe at the time, at 23, I wasn’t good enough as a bat-

ter,” he concedes. “That was probably one of the reasons I got 

dropped. They told me that I needed to go back to the franchise 

and work on my batting. To be honest when I fi rst played for 

South Africa I was relying on my talent and didn’t put in the 

hard yards.”

Perhaps Tsolekile relied so heavily on his talent because he 

has always had so much of it. Growing up he was given the 

nickname ‘Mara’ (short for Maradonna) because of his a skill 

as a soccer player while he also played hockey for South Africa.

“I have the record for scoring with my fi rst touch as a hockey 

player at international level,” says Tsolekile, whose younger 

brother Lungile still plays for South Africa. “But I knew I could 

make a living out of cricket so went down that road.”

After breaking many a cricket record at schoolboy level, he 

was made the captain of a SA Under-19 side that featured the 

likes of Graeme Smith and Jacques Rudolph. His leadership 

qualities were again to the fore when in 2006/07 he led the 

Cobras to the then MTN Domestic One-Day Championship. 

Success lead to complacency and a lack of focus, though, 

and Tsolekile received a huge wake-up call when he lost his 

contract with the Cape Town franchise shortly afterwards.

“Being dropped and losing my Cobras contract made me 

realise that hard work and talent go together,” he says. “I have 

matured since then and the fact that I’m married means my 

life is stable now.”

Tsolekile grabbed an off er by the Lions to reignite his career 

with both gloved hands and has since been one of the stars on 

the domestic scene. While he has supreme confi dence in his 

own abilities, the keeper knows full well how big a task it is 

to replace Mark Boucher, a man who has more than 550 Test 

dismissals behind the stumps. Tsolekile points out, however, 

that they are cut from the same cloth.

“What I love about Boucher is that when things are down 

you can see his true character,” he says. “You have seen it many 

times when South Africa are in trouble at 50/4 and Boucher 

walks in, the situation brings the best out of him. Sometimes 

it seems like he was born in a township because he is a street 

fi ghter and loves a challenge. He has a great attitude.”

"When I fi rst played for South 
Africa I was relying on my talent 
and didn't put in the hard yards"
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4 1  What's On: Find out where the best business events are taking place around the country 4 5 

Business gadgets: We test the top laptops 4 6  Conference Call: Exploring why South Africa 
is such a popular place for conventions, expos and conferences 5 0  Motoring: For your business car 
needs, the BMW 3-series is tough to beat 5 2  Business Focus: We look at President Jacob Zuma's 
proposals for economic development in the Eastern Cape 5 8  Taking Flight: Indwe visits the 43 Air 
School where aspiring pilots see their dreams come true.

S A  E X P R E S S
0 5  CEO Message
7 3  SA Express fl eet
7 4  We fl y for you, Our  
 visions and values 
7 5  Safety and route map 
7 6  Flight schedule

I N  F R E N C H
6 4   Chasseurs de
 poussiere
8 0   French airline pages
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1 7 / 5 - 1 9 / 5

The International Franchise Expo 
SANDTON CONVENTION CENTRE, JOHANNESBURG  
Whether you have an established franchise or you 
are involved with a new concept, the IFE is the 
perfect platform to exhibit your franchise. For an 
established franchise the IFE will allow you to 
showcase your brand and meet potential 
franchisees. New establishments will be given the 
oppurtunity to associate themselves with the 
Franchise Association of South Africa (FASA),  who 
will ensure that your business is developed 
through the franchise route. During the week, the 
Sandton Convention Centre is set to become a 
hub of anything regarding franchising - where you 
are bound to meet visitors looking for quality 
business and franchise opportunities.  ife.co.za

1 5 / 5 - 1 7 / 5

Collateral 
Management in Africa  
THE JOHANNESBURG 
COUNTRY CLUB, 
JOHANNESBURG
The Collateral Management 
in Africa 2012 conference is 
aimed at supplying eff ective 
techniques in managing and 
containing credit risk. 
Highlights include  a guided 
workshop on how to run an 
eff ective collateral 
management operation.
classicevents.co.za

2 2 / 5 - 2 3 / 5

Making CSI Matter 
Conference
WANDERERS CLUB, JOHANNESBURG
More than 350 CSI practitioners 
will gather to explore how 
corporates, government and civil 
society can work together to 
improve the practice of coporate 
and social investment (CSI).
makingcsimatter.co.za

A V O I D I N G  T R A F F I C  S T R E S S

Waze App, the world's fi rst crowd-sourced GPS traffi  c and navigation system, has offi  cially been launched in 

South Africa. The app alows for users to outsmart congested roads, hazards or accidents - which ultimately 

saves the driver time and helps them avoid traffi  c stress. Mix Telematics, a global provider in vehicle tracking 

technology has worked hard to ensure all major South African roads are on the Waze app.  atmosphere.co.za
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2 4 / 5 - 2 7 / 5

Good Food and Wine Show 
CAPE TOWN INTERBNATIONAL 
CONVENTION CENTRE
Exhibiting your brand at this foodie event 
gives you the opportunity to showcase your 
product in front of an established audience, 
with the show recieving more visitors than 
any other four-day exhibition.
goodfoodandwineshow.co.za

2 4 / 5 - 2 7 / 5

Telecoms World Africa 2012
SANDTON CONVENTION CENTRE, 
JOHANNESBURG
Telecoms World Africa 2012 is a 
conference for strategic and investment 
development in telecoms in Africa. Goals 
include development in infastructure and 
technology.  terrapinn.com

3 / 6 - 5 / 6

SAPICS Conference
SUN CITY, NORTH WEST
The SAPICS conference 
aims to provide supply 
chain professionals the 
oppurtunity to explore new 
resources and experience 
networking oppurtunities. 
International and local 
professionals will share 
their knowledge and help 
enhance their African 
potential. Participants may 
select one 3-hour 
interactive workshop to 
attend - the remainder of 
the week is fi lled with 
presentations from various 
professionals.  sapics.org

A N Y O N E  F O R  G O L F ?

Steenberg in Cape Town has been voted by readers of Condé Nast Traveler (US) as the Top Foreign Golf 

Resort of 2012, in its recently announced 16th annual golf poll. Scoring the winning 96.4 points, Steenberg was 

rated across eight categories, namely Course Design & Access, Golf Staff  & Service, Rooms, Service, Food/

Dining, Location, Overall Design, and Activities/Facilities.  steenberggolfclub.co.za
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Namibia Business School
www.nbs.edu.na

Contact: T: +264 61 413 500 | F: + 264 61 413 512 | E: info@nbs.com.na

OUR VISION IS
“To become a world-class African institution 
at the cutting edge of  management education, 
research, consulting and related services”.

Senior Management Programme, Management Development 
Programme, Programme in Project Management, Programme 
in Human Resources Management, Finance for Non-Financial 
Managers, and Customer Experience Management.
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Apple MacBook Air 
MC966LL/A

This is the grandaddy of all 
ultrabooks. The latest edition is 2.5 
times faster than before and is 
equipped with the latest Intel Core i5 
dual-core processor and the most 
recent version of OS X Lion, Apple’s 
advanced desktop operating system. 

Other nifty features include the 
Thunderbolt input/output port which 
supports high-resolution display 
and high-performance data, long 

battery life and the 
embedded MacBook 
Air FaceTime 
camera.
available: 

purplefl ytrading.co.za

price: R17, 208 

g pg p
batterbbatterbatter
embebembeembe
Air FaA FAir FaAir Fa
camecamecame
availabavailabavailab

purpleflpurpleflpurplefl

price:price:price: 

MC966LL/A
Apple MacBook Air A l M B k AiApple MacBook AirApple MacBook Air 
MC966LL/AMC966LL/AMC966LL/A

Lenovo IdeaPad U300s
Sleek, minimalist and very easy 

to travel with, the Lenovo IdeaPad 
U300s is one of the big players in 
the ultrabook crowd. Weighing 
in at just 2.9 lbs and measuring 0.59 
inches thick, it is hardly bigger than 
an A4 notepad. 

It uses a second generation Intel 
Core i7 processor with Intel Turbo 
Boost Technology alongside other 
smart technologies such as a 
Breathable Keyboard to improve 
airfl ow and let the PC cool itself.
available: nivo.co.za

price: R16, 399

Samsung 900X3A
The Samsung 9 Series are the 

lookers in the family. The 900X3A 
has a slim, aerodynamic design and 
is very lightweight but sturdy. The 
13-inch screen supports 16 million 
colours and is a dream for watching 
the latest HD movies on. 

There is also plenty of storage 
space, longer battery life and it 
utilises eco-friendly technology.
available: digitalplanet.co.za

price: R13, 489

Forget about 
the tablet, as 2012 is 
all about the ultra-
book. Katy Gillett 
examines which of 
these luxurious 
laptops are worth 
the investment.

Travel 
light

Lenovo IdeaPad U300sId P d U300Lenovo IdeaPad U300sLenovo Ide
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Conferences. Conventions. Expos. South Africa has 
become a premier destination for meetings, securing over 
200 international conferences over the next fi ve years. 
While the who's who of the tourism world is descending on 
Durban for Indaba this month, Indwe looks back at the 
most recent Meetings Africa event

About the NCB
Established in November 
2011 and headed up by 
its Executive Manager, 
Amanda Kotze-Nhlapo, the 
NCB will act as a ‘one-stop 
shop’ for independent 
information and 
assistance, giving neutral 
advice on all aspects of 
hosting and organising any 
business, tourism-related 
event in South Africa. 
The NCB will co-ordinate 
national bidding, undertake 
research and collaborate 
with national convention 
centres and the business 
tourism industry to 
present a united front for 
destination South Africa.

The NCB services 
will include: 

Pre- and Post 
Bid support - Bid 
promotion; Handling of 
Request for Proposals 

Destination Expertise 
- Meeting Planner 
Website; Meeting Planner 
Guide; Expertise on Local 
Products and Services; 
Access to Local Industry 
and Government Contacts

Building Attendance 
Convention 

Planning Support - Site 
Inspections (bid and 
convention planning)  

On-site Event 
Services

H E L D  F O R  T H E  E I G H T H  consecutive 

year, Meetings Africa saw the great and the good of 

the business tourism industry gather in the Sandton 

Convention centre from 28 February to 1 March. A 

record numbers of exhibitors and visitors gathered 

at the three-day event which showcases the range 

of services and products in Southern Africa’s MICE 

(Meetings, Incentives, Conference, Exhibitions) in-

dustry to both local and international buyers. 

Targeting everyone who travels for business or 

who books business travel, this year registered in-

ternational visitor numbers nearly doubled from 

106 in 2011 to 205 – an increase of 93 per cent. 

There were also 68 per cent more international 

journalists attending. International hosted buy-

ers engaged with the South African and regional 

industry to conclude deals with the aim to grow 

business tourism arrivals. The buyers, hosted 

by South African Tourism, came from 18 mar-

kets which included the United Kingdom, USA, 

Australia, Kenya, Germany, Netherlands, China, 

Brazil and Nigeria. 

Highlights included a lively BRICs panel discus-

sion on the show’s penultimate day highlighting the 

potential and interest in South Africa from Brazil, 

Russia, India and China. Meetings Africa also fea-

tured an Association Lekgotla – “a corporate speed-

dating session” to introduce the variety of products; 

a Presentation Theatre featuring an array of expert 

speakers and a series of educational workshops by 

the Southern African Association for the Confer-

ence Industry (SAACI). 

South Africa’s Tourism Minister Marthinus 

van Schalkwyk opened the event, highlighting in 

his speech that the newly-established National 

Convention Bureau (NCB) at South African 

Tourism would be critical in harnessing national 

business tourism eff orts. 
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Conference Calendar, May 2012

Over the next fi ve years South Africa has already secured over 200 

international conferences, which is estimated to attract 300 000 delegates 

and provide an economic boost of more than R1.6 billion. The NCB has 

set a target for 2012/13 of supporting at least 30 bids, with a potential of 

18 000 delegates and R162 million direct economic spend. The NCB will 

offi  cially start to operate in April 2012, although its work was introduced 

"South Africa is home to numerous 
facilities that give conference 
organisers variety and choice"

3–4 May
2nd QS-MAPLE 
Conference and Exhibition
Southern Sun, Elangeni 
Hotel, Durban
4–6 May
The Wine Show Joburg
Coca-Cola Dome, 
Johannesburg
7–10 May
The HR Show Conference 
& Exhibition
Sandton Convention 
Centre, Johannesburg 
7–10 May 
The Learning & 
Development Show Africa 
Conference & Exhibition
Sandton Convention 
Centre, Johannesburg
7–10 May 
The Learning Solutions 
Show Conference 
& Exhibition
Sandton Convention 
Centre, Johannesburg
10–13 May
The Baby Expo 
Mama Magic
The Coca-Cola Dome, 
Johannesburg
12–15 May
Indaba 2012
International Convention 
Centre, Durban
17–19 May
International Franchise 
& Entrepreneurs Expo
Sandton Convention 
Centre, Johannesburg
17–20 May
The Baby Expo 
Mama Magic
Coca-Cola Dome, 
Johannesburg
21–24 May
SatCom Africa 
Conference & Exhibition
Sandton Convention 
Centre, Johannesburg
21–24 May 
Submarine Networks 
World Africa Conference 
& Exhibition
Sandton Convention 
Centre, Johannesburg
21–24 May
Telecoms World Africa 
Conference & Exhibition
Sandton Convention 
Centre, Johannesburg
21–24 May 
The TV Show Conference 
& Exhibition
Sandton Convention 
Centre, Johannesburg

24–27 May 
Good Food & Wine 
Show Cape Town
International Convention 
Centre, Cape Town
25–27 May
Grand Designs Live 
Home & Garden Show
Coca-Cola Dome, 
Johannesburg
25–27 May 
Soweto Baba Indaba
MTN Expo Centre, 
Johannesburg
30 May
Sign Africa Roadshow
Kiepersolrant, 
Bloemfontein
30 May
Africa Print Roadshow
Kiepersolrant, 
Bloemfontein
30 May–1 June
44th South Africa Property 
Owners’ Association 
International Convention 
and Property Exhibition
International Convention 
Centre, Durban
source: southafrica.info

at Meetings Africa to give all stakeholders an opportunity to learn more 

about its role as a strategic facilitating platform that enhances their work. 

“South Africa’s capability and infrastructure for business tourism is su-

perb,” said Minister van Schalkwyk. “Besides the three big national con-

vention centres in Johannesburg, Cape Town and Durban, our destination 

is home to numerous other facilities that give the world’s meetings and 

conference organisers the same quality, variety and choice that South Africa 

off ers across the larger tourism sector. Meetings Africa is a resource for 

the entire industry to network, exchange ideas, learn from global leaders 

in the industry and to conduct deals to grow both their own insights into 

trends and developments in the industry, as well as grow arrivals for the 

destination. It has become the biggest and most important resource for the 

industry, and an event we all look forward to with immense excitement and 

anticipation.”
 

meetingsafrica.co.za
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Not since the 2010 arrival of the locally 
produced Volkswagen Polo has a car been 
as eagerly anticipated and economically 
signifi cant as the new BMW 3-Series

B M W ' S  R O S S L Y N  P L A N T  is one of 

only fi ve ‘fully fl edged’ BMW plants in the world 

and was the fi rst one established outside of 

Germany. It has built every single one of the six 

generations of 3-Series since 1973, and R2.2-

billion has been invested in Rosslyn in prepara-

tion for the new F30 coded 3-Series. 

Last year Rosslyn employed 1,600 workers 

across two shifts in producing 53,000 E90 3-Se-

ries’, this year BMW will employ 600 more work-

ers, adding a third shift, and increasing produc-

tion to 90,000 units for the F30 3-Series annually. 

That accounts for one quarter of the world’s 3-Se-

The Luxury,  Sport  and Modern 3-series 

B Y  R A Y  L E A T H E R N
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50 less Nm than the top of the pile 335i, but the 

328i’s party piece is that’s its torque delivery can-

not be called a curve, when it’s so fl at and bounti-

ful. In practice it feels just as eager from behind 

the wheel as the 335i, with only the soundtrack 

and some top end power separating the driving 

experience between four and six cylinders. 

We had opportunities to drive these impressive 

cars on the road and on the track and they were 

almost faultless in each respect. The ride quality 

on typically poor Gauteng roads was exemplary 

and on the track, despite the car showing a fair 

amount of roll and pitch; as well as an intrusive 

keenness to involve its electronic safety aids de-

spite them having been switched off , it handled 

the track attack with aplomb. The 3-Series is now 

off ered as a base model or with ‘luxury’ (add R12, 

000), ‘sport’ (add R18, 000) or ‘modern’ (add R15, 

000) styling details which alter the appearance 

subtly. It’s no surprise one can really get lost in 

the BMW options sheet but one option which 

shouldn’t be ignored is the 8-speed automatic 

gearbox produced by ZF. It, like all new BMW 

transmissions do right up until they are replaced, 

performs a near perfect job of mixing sporty re-

sponse with everyday driveability.

ries’ and 77,000 of these units will be exported, 

doubling the current export fi gure. The recent in-

vestment in Rosslyn has gone towards increasing 

automisation from 90 robots to 149 robots. This 

means more laser welds and spot welds by ro-

bots, which means a 45kg lighter and 50 per cent 

stiff er vehicle. Rosslyn also does pre-assembly of 

the cockpits before they were fully imported.

This new 3-Series, thanks to its improved pro-

duction methods, is a better car than its predeces-

sor, but how does this translate into the character 

of the new car? Styling wise there is very little to 

choose between the new and the outgoing model. 

Yes, the nose of the E90’s clay model looks like 

it’s been sat on by the designer and that’s how 

they came up with the F30. It's noticeable how 

its changed with its pointed face and massacred 

headlamps, but styling of such a popular car will 

count for little when they are selling in their thou-

sands. The car is bigger than before: 9cm longer, 

5cm longer wheelbase, 1.5cm more headroom 

and 3cm wider with a 70-litre bigger boot.

Engines come good in the 3-Series range as if 

by the familiar modern mantra of ‘upgraded and 

downsized,’ and they include the 2.0-litre turbo 

charged 320i, good for 135kW & 270Nm, with 

CO2 emissions of 138g/km and a consumption 

of 5.9-litres per 100km. The 18 per cent more ef-

fi cient 320d with 135kW & 350Nm produces just 

109g/km of tax-free CO2 and returns a claimed 

consumption fi gure of 4.1-litres per 100km. The 

six cylinder 335i still hunts down its prey at the 

top of the pile with 225kW & 400Nm at a con-

sumption of 7.2-litres per 100km and CO2 of 

168g/km, while the surprise of the range must be 

the latest 328i. It’s a four cylinder turbo charged 

model that replaces the normally aspirated six 

cylinder and provides even better performance 

with more eco-worthiness. 

A 2.0-litre turbo doesn’t sound like much, but its 

churns out a hot-hatch busting 182kW & 350Nm 

which gets it to 100kph in less than 6 seconds, 

while consuming 6.4-litres per 100km and just 

149g/km CO2. Of course this 328i was the stan-

dout for me at the 3-Series launch. Providing just 

"The nose of the E90's clay model 
looks like it has been sat on by 
the designer"

Pricelist
320i 6-spd: R363,000
320i 8-spd auto: R381,000
320d 6-spd: R390,500
320d 8-spd auto: R408,500
328i 6-spd: R441,000
328i 8-spd auto: R459,000
335i 8-spd auto: R548,000    

The BMW 328i tears up the test  t rack
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B Y  P A T R I C K  C U L L

Commitments to the 
development of the 
Eastern Cape bodes 
well for boosting a 
neglected province. 
Indwe looks at the 
economic prospects 
for the region

A 
province 
on 
the 
move
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T H E  “ G H O S T  O N  T H E  C O A S T ”  as 

Port Elizabeth was somewhat derisively known is 

poised to become an economic hub thanks to a 

major South-Eastern development project 

announced by President Jacob Zuma in his State 

of the Nation address.

Zuma said the node would be developed to “im-

prove the industrial and agricultural development 

and export capacity of the Eastern Cape region, and 

expand the province’s economic and logistics link-

ages with the Northern Cape and KwaZulu-Natal”.

The major city of the Nelson Mandela Bay 

Metropole, the focus of development in PE will be 

the Coega Industrial Development Zone (IDZ) and 

adjacent deep-water Port of Ngqura. Already R7.9 

billion has been ploughed into the new port’s four-

berth container terminal that has been earmarked 

as the container transshipment hub for sub-Saha-

ran Africa with a capacity of 800,000 containers 

units a year. Zuma has described the port as a “key 

strategic infrastructure project for the country, the 

continent and the world, given its location and po-

tential,” adding it would be “a major facilitator” of 

trade and would play “an important role” in the en-

visaged Sub-Saharan Free Trade Zone.

Transport parastatal, Transnet, has now an-

nounced that the port will also be South Africa’s 

manganese export corridor that will not only see 

the construction of a bulk terminal at Ngqura but 

also the upgrading of the railway line to the North-

ern Cape. The total cost of that project is R18 mil-

lion with 16 million tonnes of benefi ciated manga-

nese being exported a year.

The immediate impact of that decision was to 

secure a R4.2 billion investment by Kalagadi Man-

ganese in a ferro-manganese smelter and also that 

of a second smelter by a yet-to-be-named Chinese 

investor. The existing manganese terminal will be 

relocated to Ngqura from the Port Elizabeth har-

bour along with the oil tank farm, paving the way 

for the expansion of the existing vehicle terminal 

and possible waterfront development.

A study on the future use of the Port Elizabeth 

Harbour is currently underway, Transnet CEO 

Brian Molefe saying that an expanded vehicle ter-

minal and waterfront development are “not mutu-

ally exclusive”. A separate investigation into how 

the narrow-gauge Apple Express railway line can 

be resuscitated is also underway.

Port Elizabeth will not be the only area of fo-

cus. Transnet has committed R2.3 billion for the 

upgrading of the East London harbour to improve R7,9 bi l l ion has been ploughed into the new deep-water Port  Ngqura
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Investment boom
It has been a hard slog 
establishing the Coega 
Industrial Development 
Zone (IDZ) as a preferred 
investment destination 
in South Africa.
But Eastern Cape 
Economic Development, 
Environmental Aff airs and 
Tourism MEC Mcebisi 
Jonas (above) says it 
appears “all the resources 
and hard work…are fi nally 
beginning to bear fruit, and 
this is happening despite 
the lackluster global 
economic conditions”.

Jonas says the 
investment pipeline for the 
IDZ is “truly exciting” and 
is “some 20 times greater 
than existing investments”. 
Currently, according to 
the Department of Trade 
and Industry, in addition to 
investors already operating 
in the IDZ a further 13 
have committed about R9 
billion which will create 
approximately 3,000 
jobs while the Coega 
Development Corporation 
is in discussions with a 
further seven investors.

the auto-logistics platform, expand the container 

handling facility and provide for coal exports.

Eastern Cape Economic Development, 

Environmental Aff airs and Tourism MEC Mcebisi 

Jonas announced recently that Elitheni Coal had 

started mining near Indwe, some 200 kilometres 

from East London and 2.5 million tons of coal 

had been sold forward on the international mar-

ket through off -take agreements. The coal will be 

transported to East London and packed into “skip-

tainers” and then taken to the port, Jonas saying 

that for every million tons of coal exported a year 

500 jobs will be created. 

Further to the east of the province, the former 

Transkei has not been excluded with a feasibil-

ity study underway into the development of the 

Mzimvubu water resources, one of the few un-

tapped rivers left in South Africa. Development of 

the project that will cost an estimated R20 billion 

is expected to get underway in 2015/16.

In addition, rail links between the former 

Transkei and KwaZulu-Natal are to be improved 

and the possibility of using coasters to link Port 

Elizabeth and East London by sea is under 

consideration.

Zuma indicated the impact the investment 

would have on South Africa’s second poorest 

province when he offi  cially opened the Port of 

Ngqura on March 16 saying: “You are now getting 

into the mainstream of the economy”.

"For every million tons of coal exported 
a year, 500 jobs will be created"

The exist ing manganese terminal  wi l l  be relocated to Ngqura f rom the Port  El izabeth harbour
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CATHSSETA 2012 programmes:

“The Programme presented a much needed opportunity by most 

student currently studying towards a Sport Management qualification. I’m grateful to 

have been one of those students and would like to thank CATHSSETA and Athletics 

SA for their commitment in helping to improve and drive the skill shortage in our 

industry. I just wish the programme could touch more people in the future.”

Contact Details
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MAPUTO
JOHANNESBURG

BLOEMFONTEIN

CAPE TOWN 
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Resorts such as
Xai-Xai are popular

excursions

SPRAWLING MAPUTO was 
one of the most beautiful and 
chic cities in Africa under 
the Portuguese in the 18th 
century, with a sophisticated 
multicultural atmosphere, 
elegant buildings and wide, 
shaded avenues.

The 17-year civil war in 
the 1970s and 1980s had a 
devastating effect, reducing the 
proud city to grubby disrepair. 
It’s worked hard to recreate its 
former grandeur, with the fi ve-
star Hotel Polana once again 
playing host to the rich and 
famous and eateries serving up 
their famous peri-peri prawns. 
Today, it’s a lively mix of people, 
with lots of markets and street 

vendors, a vibey café culture, 
and a relaxed pace of life.

Maputo became 
Mozambique’s capital in 1898, 
boasting the country’s most 
important harbour. Its economy 
still relies on the sea, and its 
port is the closest deepwater 
port in southern Africa to the 
Asian markets. Most visitors 
pass through the harbour on the 
way to Inhaca Island just off the 
coast, a popular spot for diving 
and snorkelling.

Maputo is also the gateway 
to splendid beaches and chic 
resorts to the north and south, 
such as Ponta do Ouro and 
Xai-Xai, as well as the Maputo 
Elephant Reserve. 

MAPUTO
A GRAND AND VIBRANT CITY, THE MOZAMBICAN CAPITAL RETAINS 
A STRONG PORTUGUESE FLAVOUR AND METROPOLITAN VIBE

Did you know?
For more than 300 years, Mozambique’s capital was a tiny 
island of the same name located three kilometres off the coast. 
In 1898, it was transferred to Lourenço Marques – named after 
a 16th-century Portuguese explorer – today called Maputo.

Information:
www.mozambiquetourism.co.za
+27 (0) 11 803 9296
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SA Express'  new ace 
cadet  pi lots,  Basetsana 
Banda and Tshepho Sekhu
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B Y  P I E T  V A N  N I E K E R K

By investing in its own people, 
SA Express aims to employ the best 

pilots in the business. Indwe spent a day 
with two of SA Express’ future pilots at 

43 Air School in Port Alfred. 
Photography by Tim White. 

C R U I S I N G  A T  H I G H  A L T I T U D E S 
is not new to Basetsana Banda. She used to work 

as a SA Express cabin crew member for more than 

two years, but always knew it was not in the back 

of the aircraft that she wanted to serve her pas-

sengers. It was upfront in the cockpit where she 

wanted to be. Today her dream is edging closer – 

she is completing her integrated Airline Pilot 

Transporter (ATP) course at 43 Air School in the 

Eastern Cape.

Living

a  dream
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Why 43?
During the Second World 
War as part of a joint 
air training scheme 100 
aircraft were used to train 
navigators, bomb aimers 
and gunners at Port Alfred 
on the Eastern Cape’s 
“sunshine coast”. The 
South African Air Force 
gave the insignia 43 as 
the designated number to 
this air force base and the 
name has never changed. 
After the war the facility 
fell into disrepair, but some 
of the redundant buildings 
were renovated in 1988 to 
establish the new privately 
owned 43 Air School. 
Today 43 Air School, with 
additional branches at 
the Bisho Airport and 
Lanseria Airport, is one 
of the largest and most 
respected fl ying training 
establishments in Africa, 
with an international 
reputation for providing 
the highest quality 
fl ight training.

 As Indwe visits 43 Air School to meet with 

Banda shortly after one of her early morning 

training fl ights, her smile is almost as wide 

as the wingspan of the Piper Cherokee PA-28 

she just brought down for a perfect landing in 

the slight breeze fl owing in from the nearby 

Indian Ocean. 

 She explains that the seed to become a pilot 

was planted at a young age when a pilot from 

South African Airways visited Parktown High 

School for Girls in Johannesburg, which she at-

tended. After that visit, the more she thought 

about her future, the more she knew fl ying was 

her destiny. But she also knew it would take 

hard work and perseverance to succeed in her 

dream. Becoming a pilot is an expensive and 

long journey, so achieving excellent grades in 

school and working hard as an SA Express crew 

member was part of the long road she had to 

take before being selected for pilot training. 

 Training alongside her, colleague Tshepho 

Sekhu’s story is just as amazing. As a child he 

constantly found himself thinking of fl ying with-

out ever actually having touched an aeroplane. 

“Some people could call it an obsession,” he 

says.  “But to me it’s a passion – a way of life”. 

To set this dream in motion, Sekhu knew he 

had to take drastic action. After fi nishing school 

at the Settlers Agricultural High School near 

Warmbaths he applied for a working holiday 

visa in the United Kingdom and ended up in 

Birmingham working several jobs at the same 

time; from cleaning, bar-backing, care-work, se-

curity guard to security supervision. After three-

and-a-half years he saved up enough pounds 

to enroll on a Private Pilots License (PPL) at 

Flight Central Airport in Midrand. But even after 

receiving his PPL with “fl ying colours”, convert-

ing this into becoming a commercial pilot would 

always be a tough – and expensive – challenge. 

 So he joined SA Express. During his fi rst 

year Sekhu worked as an aircraft management 

controller and later as fl ight dispatcher respon-

sible for preparing aircrew briefi ng bulletins, 

meteorological reports and fl ight documenta-

tion for the fl ight crew. While working as a dis-

patcher, he self-studied to qualify for an Airline 

Pilot Transporter License. After almost two 

years with the airline his chance to become a 

commercial pilot arrived in the form of an inter-

nal advertisement off ering pilot cadet training 

to suitable candidates. Sekhu recalls the excite-

43 Air  School 's  air 
t raf f ic control 
s imulator  ( top); 
Basetsana Banda 
behind the controls of 
a Piper Cherokee 
PA-28 (r ight) ;  and the 
Air  School 's 
maintenance faci l i ty 
where more than 70 
aircraf t  are being 
maintained 
( far  r ight)
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"As I took off  on my fi rst solo fl ight
the feeling was just unbelievable"

Showing gratitude
SA Express’ cadets at 
43 Air School say they 
owe their success to: 

 SA Express 
for honouring their 
commitment to investing 
in employees;

 SA Express' 
Wesley Hermanus, head 
of human capital, Capt. 
Patrick Chiwandire, 
senior specialist cadet 
program, and Sbu 
Nyembe, operations 
human resources business 
partner, for committing 
and believing in them; and

 Their mentor at 
43 Air School – Capt 
Laurey Kay (better known 
for fl ying a Boeing 747 
over Ellis Park before the 
start of the 1995 Rugby 
World Cup fi nal).

6 1Indwe
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Boeing 
commits to 43
43 Air School - the 
fi rst aviation training 
organisation in South 
Africa to achieve approval 
from the South African 
Civil Aviation Authority to 
conduct the integrated 
Airline Pilot Transporter 
(ATP) course for both 
fi xed wing and rotor wing 
aircraft - has been selected 
by the world's largest 
aerospace company – 
Boeing – to train their 
next-generation 737 fi rst 
offi  cers ready to assume 
right seat duties –  better 
know as co-pilots – on 
its fl ight decks in Africa.
The so-called “Street to 
right seat” programme 
will benefi t from 43 
Air School’s “ab-initio,” 
or basic-level training. 
Phase 1 will see cadets 
trained at 43 Air School 
to achieve basic fl ight 
instruction, while phases 
2 and 3 continue with 
Boeing Flight Services Jet 
Bridge and Type Rating 
programmes completed at 
Boeing training campuses. 
Boeing says 43 Air School 
has been conducting 
career pilot training for 
more than 20 years and 
has completed in excess 
of 500,000 hours of 
fl ight training for more 
than 5,000 individuals, 
making them the preferred 
training school for the 
special fl ying conditions 
of Africa, including 
climate, terrain, and 
airport infrastructure.

ment when he was selected. “We were given four days 

to pack and report to 43 Air School. I have to thank my 

wife, Tumi, for supporting me through a tough journey." 

 Now, as they complete their initial training, not even 

the sky is the limit. Both Sekhu and Banda only spent 

two hours in the simulator before they were ready to get 

into the cockpit. Banda recalls the moment on a wind 

still morning when she was asked to take her fi rst solo 

fl ight: “My instructor asked me to land, he then got out 

of the aircraft and told me to take off . As I took off  on 

my own it was just unbelievable.” And after she landed 

her fellow students dumped her in the swimming pool. 

“It’s tradition here. It’s a form of respect,” she laughs. 

Sekhu had his fi rst solo fl ight during his PPL training, 

but the thrill of solo fl ight is just as big today as during 

those early days. Now his focus is on moving forward 

towards his goal of becoming a commercial pilot. After 

their training they will attend turbine ground school con-

ducted by SA Express progressing onto simulators on 

the Dash 8 Series Turboprobs, which is SA Express’ 

most popular aircraft.

 Then they will be ready to do their conversions and 

step onto the fl ight deck as fully trained pilots on SA 

Express routes across southern Africa.

The entrance to 43 Air  School 's  s imulator  faci l i ty
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B Y  C L I F F O R D  R O B E R T S

Chasseurs de
S’envoler dans les 
airs fut un grand 
pas pour l’homme 
moderne. Quitter 
l’Afrique aussi. Dans 
le Cederberg, des 
archéologues 
reconstituent le 
puzzle de cette 
histoire fascinante. 

poussière

Chaque recoin de ce paysage ar ide et  sauvage est  imprégné d 'anciennes t races humaines.

6 4 Indwe
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D I F F I C I L E ,  A U  B O R D  D E  cette crête 

rocheuse des montagnes du Cederberg, d’imaginer 

qu’un jour des hommes ont vécu ici. Mais le monde 

était bien diff érent il y a quelque 100 000 ans.

C’est pour découvrir un chapitre de leur histoire, 

notre histoire, que les archéologues explorent le 

Klipfonteinrand, saillie rocheuse isolée au fi n fond 

des 7 000 ha de la Bushmanskloof Wilderness Re-

serve and Wellness Retreat, près de Clanwilliam. 

Leur mission : apporter leur pièce « au grand puz-

zle » de notre histoire qui, pour paraphraser le 

Dr Alex Mackay, chef de l’équipe, nous concerne 

tous où que nous soyons.

Fermes et petite école de campagne s’égrènent le 

long des montées et descentes de la ligne télépho-

nique que nous suivons en voiture. Nous traversons 

la rivière Brandewyn et dépassons une femme en 

débardeur, appareil en bandoulière.

Soudain, la piste poussiéreuse que nous re-

cherchons est là. Aucun panneau ne signale sa 

présence. Nous sommes au milieu de nulle part. 

Une plaine désolée cache des vallées et l'arrête que 

nous sommes venus chercher. Une bâche en re-

couvre l’entrée. En entrant sans s'annoncer, on peut 

facilement ne pas remarquer l’homme qui se tient 

au sol dans un coin. Replié sur lui-même dans une 

cavité à l'ouverture nette de ce qui fut naguère un 

refuge, Steven Walker, Minnesotain barbu, nettoie 

en silence la roche exposée à l’aide d’un pinceau 

doux, pelle et truelle à proximité.

C’est la deuxième fois en 12 mois que le groupe 

de cinq se rend sur le site. Un site qui, selon les 

analyses des objets excavés il y a 42 ans par le 

Pr John Parkington, archéologue à l’UCT, aurait été 

habité au cours des 5 000 dernières années, voire 

plus, explique Mackay.

« Pour les archéologues, profondeur égale temps », 

poursuit-il. L’intérêt de l’équipe pour les périodes 

antérieures à celles étudiées par Parkington et 

les progrès des technologies modernes sont à 

l’origine de leur retour. Les méthodes comme  

l’OSL (luminescence stimulée optiquement), qui 

mesure la durée d’exposition à la lumière du jour 

des minéraux, permettent aujourd’hui de dater des 

sédiments archéologiques vieux de 200 000 ans. 
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Les chercheurs ont d’abord dû identifi er et exca-
ver la zone étudiée par le Pr John Parkington. En 
creusant plus profond, comme dans une génoise, 
ils ont mis à jour des couches sédimentaires plus 
anciennes. Le temps a pourtant amené son lot 
de perturbations.

« L’eau qui gouttait du toit est tombée là, dit 
Mackay en montrant un aff aissement dans une 
des coupes. L’eau attire les racines, qui détruisent 
les os. Les racines peuvent bouleverser la “capsule 
temporelle” que les archéologues recherchent. »

L’équipe a donc creusé plus loin dans le sol, là 
où l’environnement est plus sec, mieux protégé. 
Un choix payant, avec des découvertes vieilles 
de 8 000 à 18 000 ans, période qui, au plus ancien, 
fut la plus froide qu’ait connue le monde ces 
120 000 dernières années. L’abondance des 
éclats de roche du plafond de grès témoigne de 

l’érosion accélérée provoquée par le froid. La forêt 
afro-montagnarde recouvrait aussi probablement 
la région à l’époque.

Walker se lève du plus grand des deux trous où 
il travaille et remet une pointe en pierre à Mackay, 
spécialiste des outils de l’Âge de pierre moyen. 
L’objet doit encore être formellement daté, mais 
l’équipe estime sa réalisation et sa dernière utili-
sation humaine à quelque 100 siècles auparavant.

Au cours des deux mois d’excavation, l’équipe 
a rassemblé 10 000 objets, notamment des co-
quilles d’œuf, des os, de l'ocre et des outils de 
pierre. Leur position à tous est enregistrée sur 
des ordinateurs recouverts de fi lm alimentaire, 
poussière oblige. Il faudra jusqu’à 12 mois pour 
les analyser en détail en laboratoire et rédiger les 
comptes rendus.

De l’autre côté du site, certaines trouvailles 

« En creusant plus profond, comme dans une génoise. »

L 'équipe de chercheurs 
menée par le Dr Alex 
Mackay (ci-dessus) a 
excavé quelque 10 000 
objets sur le si te de 
Kl ipfonteinrand.

@
P
L
A
Y

6 6 Indwe

IND29_064-069_FrenchFeature.indd   66IND29_064-069_FrenchFeature.indd   66 18/04/2012   15:2718/04/2012   15:27



The Bank of Reference 
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s’alignent sur une table dans des sacs en plas-

tique transparent étiquetés. D’autres pointes en 

pierre, mais aussi l’humérus d’une tortue, estimé 

à 18 000 ans. Travailler dans des lieux si reculés 

entraîne des problèmes spécifi ques, comme le 

souligne Mackay en racontant l’histoire de ces 

babouins qui, poussés par la curiosité, ont ouvert 

tous les sacs et répandu leur contenu lors d’une 

autre fouille, provoquant l’ire de l’archéologue 

qui découvrit le désastre le lendemain. Comme 

d’autres sites ici, Klipfonteinrand est important 

pour les scientifi ques qui y trouvent des indices 

sur le quotidien des humains modernes et leur 

décision de s'aventurer hors d’Afrique sur le reste 

de la planète. C’est la raison pour laquelle des 

Australiens comme Mackay, chercheur postdoc-

toral à l’Australian National University, reviennent 

sans cesse étudier la région. Mackay collabore 

étroitement avec le département d’archéologie de 

l’Université du Cap.

Travail pénible que celui de son équipe, à mille 

lieux du glamour hollywoodien, même si Steven 

Walker note non sans sarcasme que tous ont un 

« chapeau d’Indiana Jones » rangé quelque part. 

Mackay le reconnaît, il est toujours intéressant 

de découvrir des objets insolites, « mais les trou-

vailles qui nous font plaisir ne sont pas vraiment 

celles qui font avancer l'histoire ».

Et si la découverte, rare, des restes de squelette 

fait les gros titres, les trouvailles de cette envergure 

entraînent presque toujours la fermeture du site 

pendant plusieurs mois, le temps que des batail-

lons de spécialistes y mènent leurs recherches.

Leur travail fi ni, Mackay et son équipe rem-

plissent les excavations de sacs de sable et les 

recouvrent de terre en prévision de l'hypothétique 

venue dans l’avenir d'autres chercheurs. En at-

tendant, Klipfonteinrand reste un refuge ombragé 

comme il en existe tant dans ce paysage de cha-

leur et de poussière.

 « On y trouve des indices sur le quotidien 
des humains modernes. » 

Chaque objet  est  ét iqueté 
avant  d 'être examiné et 
analysé plus tard en 
laboratoire. 
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— Indwe promotion —

The fascinating and beautiful country of Botswana is often hailed 
as the gem of the African continent, and Peermont provides a 
range of accommodation options befi tting this of this label.

The four time Travel Award winning Grand Palm Hotel, Casino 
and Convention Resort off ers luxury accommodation, remarkable 
entertainment, and excellent conference facilities in thriving 
Gaborone. The fi ve-star Peermont Walmont hotel remains the 
fi rst word in elegance in Botswana's capital; it houses 188 rooms 
and suites, and is perfect for both business and leisure visits. The 
newly refurbished executive fi fth fl oor off ers guests exclusive 
services, including a dedicated guest relations offi  cer, a business 
lounge, and a boardroom. Alternatively, the three-star Peermont 
Metcourt Inn has 149 modern rooms available, and represents 
remarkable value for money.

Whatever your pleasure, it’s certain to be available at the resort, 
and hotel guests are welcome to use the wide range of facilities 
available. They can catch a glimpse of the incredible local birdlife, 
or stay fi t with the extensive selection of sports options. The trio 
of on-site restaurants serve up delicious local and international 
cuisine throughout the day, in a variety of attractive settings. The 

Grand Palm’s new casino features 150 of the latest slot machines 
and 16 exciting tables including those of Roulette, Blackjack, 
Punto Banco and Poker. Here, original casino promotions combine 
with gaming action and personalised service, within a stylish, 
modern environment. 

The resort also provides a range of peerless conference and 
banqueting facilities. The Gaborone International Convention 
Centre hosts events which are tailor made to the client’s 
individual specifi cations, and possesses international-standard 
facilities. Awarded a Diamond Arrow Award by the Professional 
Management Review in 2011, the GICC is the place where African 
leaders meet. Numerous smaller venues are also available.

Closer to the city centre, the four-star Peermont Mondior Hotel 
off ers the highest level of service and classic elegance, with a 
unique African chic decor, at aff ordable rates.

Stylish and welcoming, Peermont in Gaborone remains the 
perfect business and leisure destination in Botswana. 

Tel: +267 363 7777; www.peermont.com

Experience absolute luxury in the heart of Africa. Peermont's hotels, casinos 

and resorts promise style, entertainment and comfort on your visit to Botswana

A PEERLESS RESORT
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At Mokolodi House, you will wake up each day to the sounds of 

countless bird species and enjoy your breakfast over-looking the 

Gaborone Dam while watching the warthogs and small 

game that roam freely on the grounds.

WELCOME TO MOKOLODI HOUSE

For reservations and enquiries, contact: 
mokolodihouse@orangemail.co.bw or call: +267-71315239

Nestled among the hills on 5 hectares of African Bush, 

Mokolodi House caters to business and leisure travellers to

Gaborone seeking luxury boutique accommodation away

from the hustle and bustle of the city. Free high speed wi - fi 

ensures you are always connected to your business or loved ones. 

Located only 10 minutes from the city, guests are guaranteed the

privacy, tranquillity and beauty of the African bush while remaining

close to the city.  With the Mokolodi Nature Reserve on its door step, 

guests can indulge in a variety of activities including game drives, 

game walks, horse riding and bush braais. 

www.mokolodihouse.com 
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Visit www.flyexpress.aero for domestic flights to Bloemfontein, Port Elizabeth, East London, Nelspruit, Kimberley, Hoedspruit, George, 
Johannesburg, Richards Bay, Cape Town, Durban, and regional flights to Lubumbashi, Gaborone, Windhoek, Walvis Bay and Maputo.   

SA Express is a proud member of the SAA Voyager programme.

Not all big business 
is in the big cities. 
You go where the deal goes, so fortunately, we fly to 16 destinations 
around Southern Africa, including all the major destinations and 
smaller cities too – which means flying with us is convenient. We 
offer frequent flights, every day, a personal class of service and we’re 
reliable. Because, we fly for you.
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Airline information
SA express fleet
Canadair Regional Jet 200 BER

De Havilland Dash 8 Series 300 Turboprop

De Havilland Dash 8 Series Q400 Turboprop

Canadair Regional Jet 700

Manufacturer: Bombardier

Maximum cruising speed: 
474 knots/545mph/879kmph

Engines: Two General 

Electric CF34-3B1

Range: 1,662miles/3,080km 

Maximum altitude: 
41,000ft/12,496m

Seating capacity: 50 

Crew: Two pilots, two crew

Wing span: 69ft 7in/21.21m

Overall length: 
87ft 10in/26.77m

Overall height: 20ft 5in/6.22m

Maximum take-off  weight: 
51,000lb/23,134kg 

Minimum runway length: 
6,295ft/1,919m

Manufacturer: Bombardier

Maximum cruising speed: 
285 knots/328mph/528kmph

Engines: Two Pratt & 

Whitney PW123E 

Range: 1,250 miles/2,000km 

Maximum altitude: 
25,000ft/7,620m

Seating capacity: 50

Crew: Two pilots, 

two crew

Wing span: 90ft/27.4m

Overall length: 84ft 3in/25.7m

Overall height: 24ft 7in/7.49m

Maximum take-off  weight: 
43,000lb/19,505kg

Minimum runway length: 
3,775ft/1,150m

Manufacturer: Bombardier

Maximum cruising speed: 
360knots/414mph/667kmph

Engines: Two Pratt & Whitney 

Canada PW150A 

Range: 1,565 miles/2,519km

Maximum altitude:
25,000ft/7,620m 

Seating capacity: 74

Crew: Two pilots, 

two crew

Wing span: 93ft 3in/28.42m

Overall length: 107ft 9in/32.83m

Overall height: 27ft 5in/8.34m

Maximum take-off  weight: 
64,500lb/29,257kg

Minimum runway length: 
4,580ft/1,396m

Manufacturer: Bombardier

Maximum cruising speed: 
473 knots/544mph/875kmph

Engines: Two General 

Electric CF34-8C5B

Range: 1,477m/2,794km 

Maximum altitude: 
41,000ft/12,496m

Seating capacity: 70 

Crew: Two pilots, two crew

Wing span: 76ft 3in/23.2m

Overall length: 
106ft 8in/32.51m

Overall height: 24ft 10in/7.57m

Maximum take-off  weight: 
72,750lb/32,999kg

Minimum runway length: 
4,580ft/1,396m

SA Express’ aircraft are made by Bombardier Aerospace
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Special meals
Passengers with special dietary requirements are pro-
vided for through the following special meals: kosher, 
halal, Muslim, Hindu, low-fat and vegetarian meals. 
Orders for special meals should be placed at the time 
of making fl ight reservations. The airline requires a 
minimum of 48 hours’ notice prior to departure in 
order to assist with confi rmation of requests.

Passengers requiring special attention
Requirements for unaccompanied minors (passengers 
under the age of 12 years) or passengers requiring 
wheelchairs should be stated at the time of making 
the reservation. Owing to the size of the cabins on our 
aircraft types, the airline is not in a position to carry 
stretcher passengers or incubators.

Cabin baggage
SA Express will accept one piece of cabin baggage 
not exceeding a total dimension of 115cm and 7kg 
in weight. For safety reasons, cabin baggage must fi t 
into approved stowage spaces: either the overhead 
luggage bin or under the seat. Owing to limited 
storage space in the aircraft cabin, cabin baggage 
may be placed in the Skycheck at the aircraft for hold 
stowage.

Skycheck
This is the airline’s special hand-luggage facility that 
assists with in-fl ight comfort, speedy boarding and 
disembarking. When boarding one of our fl ights, 
simply place any hand luggage that will not be re-
quired during the fl ight on to the Skycheck cart at the 
boarding steps of the aircraft. Your hand luggage will 
be waiting for you as you disembark from the aircraft 
at your destination.

Baggage liability 
Valuable items such as cameras and accessories, 
computers – including laptops and notebooks – 
mobile telephones, perfumes, aftershaves, colognes, 
legal and company documents and legal tender – 
including cash, credit cards and cheques – bullion, 
leather jackets, all types of jewellery and any 
other items with a value in excess of R400 must be 
removed from either checked-in or Skycheck baggage 
as the airline is not liable for loss or damage to these 
items. 

Verifi ed baggage claims are settled on the basis 
adopted by IATA (International Airlines Transport 
Association): payment of US$20 per 1kg of checked-in 
luggage, to a maximum of 20kg ($400).

SPECIAL SERVICESAbout us 
SA Express is a domestic and regional, passenger 
and cargo carrier established on 24 April 1994. 
SA Express has since become one of the fastest-
growing regional airlines in Africa.

As a regional airline with route networks covering 
major local and regional cities, SA Express plays a 
signifi cant role in the country’s hospitality, travel 
and tourism industry and is a vital contributor to 
the continent’s socio-economic development.

The airline’s head offi  ce is based at OR Tambo 
International Airport in Johannesburg. SA Express 
has a growing fl eet of 23 aircraft and implements 
technical maintenance for all its fl eet types there. 

SA Express vision
SA Express aims to become the most successful 
regional airline, providing the best service to our 
customers while optimising profi t.

We fl y for you

SA Express aims 
to give all 
passengers 
maximum service

SA Express acknowledges that its employees 
are its most important asset. To this eff ect, the 
company encourages interaction and sharing 
of company vision, information and goals at all 
levels. The airline also prides itself on its commit-
ment to the creation of a culture of transparency, 
integrity and teamwork that celebrates the 
contributions of its diverse workforce. 

We Fly For You 
SA Express Airways prides itself on aiming 
to off er incomparable service standards. In 
addition to building on our motto to express 
excellence and consistently striving to provide 
the best service, we know that “you” is the most 
important word in our airline. SA Express proudly 
launched its new brand on 2 December 2009 at 
OR Tambo International Airport. The new brand 
is set to ensure that it’s distinctive and positioned 
to build awareness and affi  nity in the domestic 
and regional markets. 

The new proposition “We Fly for You” is set to 
position SA Express as a premier intra-regional 
African brand. The main objective of the re-brand 
is to ensure that SA Express is distinctive yet still 
aligned to the country’s mainline carrier. 

SA Express’s unique positioning as an airline that 
provides a bespoke, personalised travel experi-
ence was the rationale behind the proposition 
“We Fly for You”. The new brand mark is in line 

with the symbol and colours of the national fl ag, 
encouraging national pride. The new brand will 
be applied to all brand touch-points throughout 
the operation as well as the staff  uniform. 

Awards
SA Express has won the AFRAA
Regional Airline of the Year Award at the end 
of 2009, and the Allied and Aviation Business 
Corporate Award. Our airline was also the recipi-
ent of the Annual Airline Reliability Award from 
Bombardier at the end of 2007. Other previous 
awards include the International Star Quality 
Award, which indicates our commitment to 
service excellence, while our prominence as one 
of the top 500 best managed companies is proof 
of our success as a business.

Onboard service 
The airline’s onboard service is unique and off ers 
passengers a variety of meals or snacks. The 
airline pioneered its unique meal-box concept, 
and meal choices are frequently updated and de-
signed using balanced food criteria: appearance, 
taste and nutritional value. Passengers can also 
enjoy a wine and malt service on specifi ed fl ights 
as well as refreshments on all fl ights.

Our customers can expect a safe, comfortable, 
quality air-travel experience, with the added ben-
efi ts of frequency, reliability, on-time departures 
and unmatched value for money. 

Safety fi rst Rigorous adherence to national and 
international standards to ensure safe and comfortable 
air travel.

Service before self Meeting and exceeding 
customer and employee expectations through caring and 
high standards of service excellence. Both internal and 
external communication need to be in line with service 
delivery in total transparency.

Performance-driven Implementation of a well-
defi ned strategy and clearly articulated corporate and 
individual objectives to meet performance targets and 
ensure our growth. 

Self-development Proactive learning and develop-
ment targeted to meet the challenging demands of our 
jobs and holistic individual growth, as well as to promote 
business performance. 

Accountability and integrity Taking ownership 
of both responsibility and follow-through, with a commit-
ment to the highest ethical and professional standards. 

Passion We have a passion for the “SA Express way”. 
Work is delivered with enthusiasm and a desire for excel-
lent performance. Success is rewarded, recognised and 
celebrated in a fun and exciting manner in our everyday 
interaction. 

Vision & values
CORE VALUES
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DEMOCRATIC 
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Route map

Health regulations
Health regulations at certain airports 
require that the aircraft cabin be 
sprayed. The spray is harmless, but if 
you think it might aff ect you, please 
cover your nose and mouth with a 
handkerchief.

Remain seated
As a safety precaution, passengers 
are requested to remain seated with 
seatbelts fastened after the aircraft has 
landed, until the seatbelt sign has been 
switched off  by the captain.

Portable electronic 
equipment
Passengers are requested not to use 
any electronic equipment on board 
the aircraft as it may interfere with its 

avionics system. Heart pacemakers, 
hearing aids, clocks, watches, timers 
and medical equipment approved for 
use in aircraft, however, may be used 
without restrictions.

Cellular telephones
Cellular telephones may be used on 
the ground while passenger doors 
are open. Cellular telephones, smart-
phones or any device with fl ight mode 
must be switched off  as soon as the 
cabin doors are closed and when the 
senior cabin-crew member makes an 
announcement on the public-address 
system. 

Laptop computers
Laptop computers (excluding CD-
Roms), handheld calculators, electric 

shavers and portable personal listening 
devices may not be used on the ground 
during taxi but may be used during 
the fl ight when the seatbelt signs are 
switched off  and with permission from 
the captain.

Should circumstances dictate other-
wise, a public-address announcement 
cancelling this concession will be made 
by a crew member.

Prohibited equipment
Portable printers, laser pointers, video 
equipment, CB/AM/FM/FHF/satellite 
receivers, two-way radios, compact 
disc and mini-disc players, scanners, 
remote-controlled toys and power 
converters are prohibited for use at 
any time.

Safety pamphlet
Read the safety pamphlet in the seat 
pocket in front of you and take note 
of your nearest emergency exit. 
 
Smoking
In accordance with international 
trends, smoking is not permitted on 
board any SA Express fl ights. 
 
Seat belts
Please fasten your seat belt whenever 
the seat belt signs are illuminated. 
For your own safety we suggest that 
you keep it fastened throughout the 
fl ight.

Important
When in doubt, please consult our 
cabin crew.

Safety information

For your comfort 
and security, 
please comply 
with the above 
safety regulations 
at all times while 
on board 

SA Express:
Johannesburg
Bloemfontein
Cape Town 
Durban 
East London 
Gaborone 
George
Hoedspruit
Kimberley
Lubumbashi
Maputo
Port Elizabeth
Richards Bay
Walvis Bay
Windhoek

BLOEMFONTEIN

JOHANNESBURG
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SA EXPRESS

RESERVES THE RIGHT TO CHANGE, SUSPEND OR AMEND THIS PUBLISHED SCHEDULE  WITHOUT PRIOR NOTIFICATION
EVERY EFFORT WILL BE MADE TO OPERATE AS PER THE PLANNED SCHEDULE

FLIGHT SCHEDULE 

JOHANNESBURG - BLOEMFONTEIN BLOEMFONTEIN - JOHANNESBURG
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1001 06:00 06:55 00:55 CR7 SA 1024 06:35 07:40 01:05 DH4
SA 1003 08:00 09:05 01:05 DH4 SA 1002 07:25 08:20 00:55 CR7
SA 1005 11:20 12:25 01:05 DH4 SA 1024 07:45 08:50 01:05 DH4
SA 1011 13:50 14:55 01:05 DH4 SA 1004 09:35 10:40 01:05 DH4
SA 1011 13:50 14:55 01:05 DH4      SA 1006 12:55 14:00 01:05 DH4
SA 1013 13:40 15:50 00:55 CR7 SA 1012 15:25 16:30 01:05 DH4
SA 1013 14:55 16:00 01:05 DH4 SA 1012 15:25 16:30 01:05 CR7      
SA 1017 16:35 17:40 01:05 DH4 SA 1014 16:35 17:35 01:00 CR7
SA 1021 17:55 18:55 01:00 CR2 SA 1014 16:30 17:35 01:05 DH4
SA 1023 18:30 19:35 01:05 DH4 SA 1018 18:15 19:20 01:05 DH4

SA 1022 19:40 20:40 01:00 CR2

JOHANNESBURG - KIMBERLEY KIMBERLEY - JOHANNESBURG
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1101 05:45 07:00 01:15 DH4 SA 1102 07:50 09:05 01:15 DH4
SA 1103 08:50 09:50 01:00 CR7 SA 1104 10:20 11:20 01:00 CR7
SA 1105 13:10 14:25 01:15 DH4 SA 1106 15:00 16:10 01:10 DH4
SA 1107 14:25 15:25 01:00 CR7 SA 1108 16:00 17:00 01:00 CR7
SA 1111 16:00 17:00 01:00 CR7 SA 1112 17:35 18:35 01:00 CR7
SA 1113 17:10 18:15 01:05 DH4 SA 1114 19:00 20:10 01:10 DH4
SA* 1103 08:50 09:50 01:00 CR7 SA* 1104 10:20 11:20 01:00 CR7

JOHANNESBURG - HOEDSPRUIT HOEDSPRUIT - JOHANNESBURG
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1225 10:15 11:20 01:05 DH4 SA 1226 12:00 13:00 01:O0 DH4
SA 1225 10:15 11:10 00:55 CR7 SA 1226 12:00 13:00 01:00 CR7      
SA 1227 12:15 13:15 01:00 DH4 SA 1228 13:50 14:55 01:O5 DH4

JOHANNESBURG - EAST LONDON EAST LONDON - JOHANNESBURG
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1403 07:30 09:15 01:45 DH4  SA 1404 09:50 11:30 01:40 DH4      
SA 1405 09:30 11:15 01:45 DH4    SA 1406 11:50 13:30 01:40 DH4
SA 1407 14:00 15:45 01:45 DH4   SA 1408 16:20 18:00 01:40 DH4      
SA 1409 18:05 19:50 01:45 DH4 SA 1410 20:35 22:15 01:40 DH4  

JOHANNESBURG - DURBAN DURBAN - JOHANNESBURG
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1445 20:10 21:20 01:10 CR7 SA 1446 21:35 22:45 01:10 CR2
SA 1445 20:10 21:20 01:10 CR2 SA 1446 21:35 22:45 01:10 CR7

SA 1446 19:20 20:30 01:10 CR7

JOHANNESBURG - PORT ELIZABETH PORT ELIZABETH - JOHANNESBURG
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1453 07:10 09:10 02:00 DH4 SA 1454 09:40 11:30 01:50 DH4
SA 1457 17:50 19:20 01:30 CR7  SA 1458 20:00 21:35 01:35 CR7

JOHANNESBURG - GEORGE GEORGE - JOHANNESBURG
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1501 06:50 08:40 01:50 CR7 SA 1502 09:10 10:50 01:40 CR7
SA 1503 08:55 10:45 01:50 CR7 SA 1504 11:25 13:05 01:40 CR7   
SA 1505 12:00 14:15 02:15 DH4 SA 1506 14:40 16:45 02:05 DH4
SA 1505 12:35 14:50 02:15 DH4 SA 1506 15:35 17:40 02:05 DH4
SA 1509 15:25 17:15 01:50 CR7 SA 1510 17:50 19:30 01:40 CR7
  
JOHANNESBURG - RICHARDS BAY RICHARDS BAY - JOHANNESBURG
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA** 1201 06:10 07:25 01:15 DH4 SA** 1202 08:15 09:30 01:15 DH4
SA 1203 08:30 09:45 01:15 DH4 SA 1204 10:30 11:45 01:15 DH4
SA 1207 12:45 14:00 01:15 DH4  SA 1208 14:40 15:55 01:15 DH4
SA 1213 16:40 17:55 01:15 DH4 SA 1214 18:40 20:00 01:20 DH4

DURBAN - EAST LONDON EAST LONDON - DURBAN
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1301 06:00 07:15 01:15 CR2 SA 1302 07:50 09:05 01:15 CR2
SA 1309 09:00 10:15 01:15 CR2 SA 1310 11:00 12:15 01:15 CR2
SA 1303 09:35 10:50 01:15 CR2 SA 1304 11:25 12:40 01:15 CR2
SA 1305 13:10 14:25 01:15 CR2 SA 1306 15:05 16:20 01:15 CR2
SA 1307 16:45 18:00 01:15 CR2 SA 1308 18:45 20:00 01:15 CR2

 

*From 5 May - 28 October 2012, **Until 27 October 2012
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Domestic fl ights

DURBAN - PORT ELIZABETH PORT ELIZABETH - DURBAN
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1330 06:00 07:20 01:20 CR7 SA 1343 06:20 07:40 01:20 CR2
SA 1344 08:05 09:25 01:20 CR2 SA 1331 07:55 09:15 01:20 CR7
SA 1334 09:45 11:05 01:20 CR7 SA 1333 09:55 11:15 01:20 CR2
SA 1334 09:45 11:05 01:20 CR2 SA 1335 11:40 13:00 01:20 CR2
SA 1346 10:15 11:35 01:20 CR2 SA 1345 11:55 13:15 01:20 CR2
SA 1336 12:00 13:20 01:20 CR2      SA 1337 14:05 15:25 01:20 CR7
SA 1338 13:30 14:50 01:20 CR2 SA 1339 15:10 16:30 01:20 CR7
SA 1350 14:00 15:20 01:20 CR2 SA 1339 15:10 16:30 01:20 CR2
SA 1340 17:00 18:20 01:20 CR7 SA 1351 15:50 17:10 01:20 CR2
SA 1342 17:40 19:00 01:20 CR2 SA 1347 17:50 19:10 01:20 CR2
SA 1348 19:50 21:10 01:20 CR2 SA 1341 20:15 21:35 01:20 CR7

SA 1341 20:15 21:35 01:20 CR2
 

DURBAN - CAPE TOWN CAPE TOWN - DURBAN
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA  1850 06:10 08:20 02:10 CR2 SA 1853 08:50 10:50 02:00 CR2
SA  1854 11:20 13:25 02:05 CR2 SA 1857 14:00 16:00 02:00 CR2
SA  1858 16:30 18:40 02:10 CR2 SA 1859 19:10 21:10 02:00 CR2
SA  1850 06:10 08:20 02:10 CR7 SA 1853 08:50 10:50 02:00 CR7
SA  1854 11:20 13:25 02:05 CR7 SA 1857 14:00 16:00 02:00 CR7
SA  1858 16:30 18:40 02:10 CR7 SA 1859 19:10 21:10 02:00 CR7
SA  1862 07:30 09:40 02:10 CR7 SA 1863 10:20 12:20 02:00 CR7
SA  1868 13:40 15:45 02:05 CR7 SA 1869 16:20 18:20 02:00 CR7
SA  1864 08:30 10:40 02:10 CR7 SA 1865 11:10 13:10 02:00 CR7

CAPE TOWN - BLOEMFONTEIN BLOEMFONTEIN - CAPE TOWN
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1081 06:00 07:30 01:30 CR2 SA 1082 08:05 09:50 01:45 CR2
SA 1091 08:00 09:30 01:30 CR7 SA 1092 10:15 12:00 01:45 CR2
SA 1091 08:00 09:30 01:30 CR2 SA 1092 10:15 12:00 01:45 CR7
SA 1073 10:20 11:50 01:30 CR7 SA 1074 12:30 14:15 01:45 CR7
SA 1093 12:00 13:30 01:30 CR2 SA 1094 14:00 15:45 01:45 CR7
SA 1093 12:00 13:30 01:30 CR2 SA 1094 14:00 15:45 01:45 CR2
SA 1085 16:15 17:45 01:30 CR2 SA 1017 15:10 16:55 01:45 CR2
SA 1095 17:05 18:35 01:30 CR2 SA 1086 18:25 20:10 01:45 CR2
SA 1083 17:30 19:00 01:30 CR2 SA 1096 19:05 20:50 01:45 CR2

CAPE TOWN - EAST LONDON EAST LONDON - CAPE TOWN
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1371 06:00 07:25 01:25 CR2 SA 1372 08:05 09:45 01:40 CR2
SA 1361 08:45 10:10 01:25 CR2      SA 1360 09:35 11:15 01:40 CR7
SA 1365 10:10 11:35 01:25 CR2    SA 1362 10:50 12:25 01:40 CR2       
SA 1377 12:00 13:25 01:25 CR2 SA 1366 12:05 13:45 01:40 CR2
SA 1363 13:00 14:25 01:25 CR2 SA 1378 14:00 15:40 01:40 CR2
SA 1367 14:15 15:40 01:25 CR2 SA 1364 15:00 16:45 01:45 CR2  
SA 1375 17:20 18:45 01:25 CR2      SA 1368 16:10 17:50 01:40 CR2
SA 1369 18:25 19:50 01:25 CR2 SA 1376 19:40 21:00 01:20 CR2

SA 1370 20:25 22:05 01:40 CR2

CAPE TOWN - PORT ELIZABETH PORT ELIZABETH - CAPE TOWN
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1801 06:00 07:10 01:10 CR2 SA 1802 07:45 09:05 01:20 CR2
SA 1805 06:30 07:40 01:10 CR7 SA 1806 08:20 09:40 01:20 CR7
SA 1805 06:30 07:40 01:10 CR2 SA 1806 08:20 09:40 01:20 CR2
SA 1807 08:10 09:20 01:10 CR7 SA 1808 10:10 11:30 01:20 CR2
SA 1807 08:10 09:20 01:10 CR2 SA 1808 10:10 11:30 01:20 CR7
SA 1813 09:55 11:05 01:10 CR2       SA 1814 11:40 13:00 01:20 CR7
SA 1813 09:55 11:05 01:10 CR2  SA 1814 11:40 13:00 01:20 CR2      
SA 1809 12:30 13:40 01:10 CR7 SA 1812 12:05 13:30 01:25 CR2      
SA 1811 13:30 14:40 01:10 CR7 SA 1816 14:15 15:35 01:20 CR2   
SA 1811 13:30 14:40 01:10 CR2 SA 1824 15:15 16:35 01:20 CR2   
SA 1833 14:00 15:10 01:10 CR2 SA 1826 16:40 18:00 01:20 CR7     
SA 1823 14:45 15:55 01:10 CR7 SA 1826 16:40 18:00 01:20 CR2      
SA 1823 14:45 15:55 01:10 CR2 SA 1832 18:00 19:20 01:20 CR2      
SA 1827 16:05 17:15 01:10 CR2 SA 1834 19:05 20:25 01:20 CR7
SA 1829 17:45 18:55 01:10 CR2 SA 1830 19:35 20:55 01:20 CR2
SA 1831 18:30 19:40 01:10 CR7 SA 1834 19:55 21:15 01:20 CR7     
SA 1831 18:30 19:40 01:10 CR2

CAPE TOWN - HOEDSPRUIT HOEDSPRUIT - CAPE TOWN
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S

SA 1241 09:30 12:10 02:40 CR2 SA 1242 12:45 15:25 02:40 CR2

CAPE TOWN - KIMBERLEY KIMBERLEY  - CAPE TOWN 
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1151 05:50 07:20 01:30 CR2 SA 1152 07:45 09:30 01:45 CR2
SA 1155 17: 30 19:00 01:30 CR2 SA 1156 14: 00 15:45 01:45 CR2
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SA EXPRESS

RESERVES THE RIGHT TO CHANGE, SUSPEND OR AMEND THIS PUBLISHED SCHEDULE  WITHOUT PRIOR NOTIFICATION
EVERY EFFORT WILL BE MADE TO OPERATE AS PER THE PLANNED SCHEDULE

FLIGHT SCHEDULE Regional fl ights

JOHANNESBURG - WALVIS BAY WALVIS BAY - JOHANNESBURG
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1701 11:55 14:10 02:15 CR7   SA 1702 14:45 16:55 02:10 CR7

JOHANNESBURG - WINDHOEK WINDHOEK - JOHANNESBURG
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1731 06:10 08:10 02:00 CR2 SA 1732 08:40 10:35 01:55 CR2

JOHANNESBURG - GABORONE GABORONE - JOHANNESBURG
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1761 06:10 07:00 00:50 CR7 SA 1762 07:40 08:30 00:50 CR7  
SA 1763 07:55 08:50 00:55 DH4 SA 1764 09:25 10:20 00:55 DH4      
SA 1765 09:55 10:50 00:55 DH4 SA 1766 11:25 12:20 00:55 DH4
SA 1767 11:55 12:45 00:50 CR2  SA 1768 13:15 14:05 00:50 CR2
SA 1775 15:05 15:55 00:50 CR2   SA 1776 16:20 17:10 00:50 CR2    
SA 1779 17:45 18:35 00:50 CR7 SA 1780 19:20 20:10 00:50 CR7   
SA 1781 18:10 19:00 00:50 CR7  SA 1782 19:30 20:20 00:50 CR7    

JOHANNESBURG - LUBUMBASHI LUBUMBASHI - JOHANNESBURG
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1797 09:05 11:25 02:20 CR7  SA 1798 12:15 14:45 02:30 CR7  

CAPE TOWN - WALVIS BAY WALVIS BAY - CAPE TOWN
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1721 10:25 12:35 02:10 CR2   SA 1722 13:10 15:10 02:00 CR2   
SA 1723 13:00 15:10 02:10 CR2  SA 1724 15:45 17:45 02:00 CR2  

CAPE TOWN - WINDHOEK WINDHOEK - CAPE TOWN
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1753 11:00 13:00 02:00 CR2 SA 1754 13:55 15:55 02:00 CR2
SA 1751 15:45 17:50 02:05 CR2  SA 1752 18:30 20:35 02:05 CR2     
SA 1751 16:15 18:15 02:00 CR2      SA 1752 19:05 21:05 02:00 CR2      

CAPE TOWN - MAPUTO MAPUTO - CAPE TOWN
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1785 09:30 11:55 02:25 CR2 SA 1786 12:45 15:20 02:35 CR2
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Visit www.flyexpress.aero for domestic flights to Bloemfontein, Port Elizabeth, East London, 
Kimberley, Hoedspruit, George, Johannesburg, Richards Bay, Cape Town, Durban, and regional 
flights to Lubumbashi, Gaborone, Windhoek, Walvis Bay and Maputo.   

10
15

93

From the largest man made forest to the 
biggest coal export facility in the world.
With several flights a day every weekday and on the weekend between  
Johannesburg and Richards Bay, when you fly is up to you.

SA Express is about convenience, reliability and a personal quality of service  
because that is what business professionals expect. Fly in, do the deal and fly out.  
Simply, quickly and cost effectively with SA Express – because we fly for you.
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Pour votre sécurité 
et voler en toute 
tranquillité, il est 
conseillé de respecter 
ces consignes de base.

Grâce à un personnel bien formé 
et au programme de fi délité, nous 
faisons tout pour vous satisfaire.

Santé
Dans certains aéroports, les 
régulations en matière de santé 
publique exigent que la cabine 
de l’avion soit désinfectée par 
pulvérisation. Celle-ci ne comporte 
aucun danger, mais si vous êtes 
susceptible d’être aff ecté par la 
vaporisation, couvrez votre nez et 
votre bouche avec un mouchoir.

Restez assis
Pour leur sécurité, il est demandé 
aux passagers de bien vouloir 
rester assis en gardant leur 
ceinture de sécurité attachée après 
l’atterrissage de l’avion, jusqu’à 

l’extinction du témoin lumineux 
par le commandant de bord.

Équipements 
électroniques 
Les passagers sont priés de 
ne pas utiliser d’équipements 
électroniques à bord de l’appareil 
afi n d’éviter toute interférence 
avec les systèmes de navigation 
de l’avion. Les stimulateurs 
cardiaques, les appareils auditifs, 
les horloges, les montres 
digitales, les minuteries et les 
équipements médicaux agréés 
pour le transport aérien sont 
toutefois autorisés. 

Téléphones portables 
L’utilisation des téléphones 
portables est autorisée lorsque 
l’avion est au sol et que les portes 
de l’appareil sont ouvertes. Mais 
dès la fermeture des portes et à la 
demande du personnel de cabine, 
les téléphones mobiles doivent 
être éteints. 

Ordinateurs portables
Les ordinateurs portables 
(à l’exception des lecteurs de CD-
ROM), les calculettes électroniques, 
les rasoirs électriques et les 
appareils d’écoute portables sont 
prohibés lorsque l’avion roule au 

sol, mais ils sont autorisés pendant 
la totalité du vol dès l’extinction du 
signal de la ceinture de sécurité. 
Dans certaines circonstances 
toutefois, le personnel de bord peut 
suspendre cette autorisation.

Équipements interdits
Les appareils suivants sont interdits 
à bord : imprimantes portables, 
pointeurs laser, magnétoscopes, 
récepteurs satellite CB/AM/FM/
FHF, récepteurs-émetteurs radios, 
lecteurs de disques compact et 
de mini disques, scanners, 
jouets avec télécommande et 
convertisseurs d’énergie.

Notre vision
Congo Express ambitionne de devenir la meilleure 
compagnie aérienne régionale, en off rant un service
de qualité supérieure à nos passagers tout en veillant 
à optimiser nos profi ts.

Un service d’exception
Notre fi erté est de pouvoir off rir un service incompa-
rable. Grâce au niveau élevé de la formation de nos 
équipes de cabine et de notre personnel au sol, nous 
nous engageons à fournir un service d’excellence. 

À bord, nous off rons un concept exclusif de repas, avec 
des menus variés de grande qualité, respectant un 
équilibre alimentaire, sans oublier la présentation, 
le goût et l’apport nutritionnel. Sur certains vols et sans 
supplément de prix, les passagers peuvent aussi savou-
rer un verre de vin ou une boisson de notre service bar.

Priorité à la sécurité 
Adhésion rigoureuse aux standards 
nationaux et internationaux de sécurité 
pour assurer un transport aérien à la 
fois sûr et confortable.

Le service individuel 
Répondre – aller au-delà même – des 
attentes des clients et des employés 
par la mise en place de standards 
élevés de services attentionnés, 
privilégiant l’excellence. Notre 
communication interne et externe 
doit refl éter notre off re de service 
dans une totale transparence. 

Un souci constant de 
performance
Mise en place d’une stratégie bien dé-
fi nie et d’objectifs distincts clairement 
énoncés, en accord avec nos prévisions 

Développement en interne 
Formation proactive et développement 
ciblé sur les exigences et les défi s de 
nos métiers ainsi que sur la progression 

individuelle au sein du groupe. 
Promotion également de la réussite 
comme partie intégrante de notre 
entreprise.

Responsabilité et intégrité 
La pérennité de notre activité 
repose sur la prise de responsabilité 
sociétale à tous les stades, avec un  
engagement sans réserve vis-à-vis des 
standards professionnels et éthiques 
les plus stricts. 

Passion 
Le travail est eff ectué avec 
enthousiasme et le désir d’accomplir 
ses tâches de façon performante, en 
privilégiant l’action. La passion se 
manifeste par un vif intérêt voire un 
sens de l’admiration pour l’esprit de 
la compagnie « Express way ». La 
réussite, un principe central dans la 
gestion de nos rapports professionnels, 
est récompensée, reconnue et glorifi ée 
dans une atmosphère où priment la 
joie et la satisfaction.

Informations relatives à la sécurité 

 L’excellence du service 
NOS VALEURS FONDAMENTALES

For our french speaking travelers
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The world’s leading publisher of inflight magazines, Ink, gave Indwe, 
SA Express  glossy inflight magazine, a complete make-over and turned 

it into an international award-winning magazine 

Advertise in

Capture your audience in 2012

Unrivalled Quality:
 Award-winning editorial 

from the world’s no.1 publisher 

of infl ight magazines.

 Indwe is the exclusive monthly infl ight 

magazine for SA Express. With a clean, 

sophisticated layout and engaging 

editorial copy,  Indwe provides 

readers and advertisers with a 

world class infl ight publication. 

 Going forward, the new look 

magazine will showcase the best of 

the SA Express network, inspiring 

passengers to travel more frequently 

and spend more when they arrive. 

Top class distribution
 Indwe is placed on board all SA 

Express fl ights on the fi rst day of 

each month, with magazines that 

have been removed or damaged 

replenished after each return fl ight. 

The magazine is also placed in all the 

SAA Business Class lounges (domestic 

and international), issued to travel 

agencies countrywide, and distributed to 

selected publicity associations, tourist 

information bureaus, hotels, private 

lodges within the Expressions of Africa 

portfolio (a division of SA Express), 

and to all our advertising clients.

Demographics
 You will reach the hard-to-reach 

before they arrive and in an environment 

without distractions where they are 

open and receptive to your message. 

These are the people doing business 

across borders, opening new 

trade – these are a most desirable 

audience with money to spend.

 70% business 

 30% leisure 

 71% male 

 29% female  

 60% of male travellers take 

more than 10 trips per annum

Call our sales team on 087 550 2320 

F O O D  &  D R I N K   B U S I N E S S   L I F E S T ◊ L E   M O T O R I N G   S P O R T  

YOUR COMPLIMENTARY MAGAZINE FEBRUARY 2012

F O O D & D R I N K   B U S I N E S S   L I F E S T ◊ L E   M O T O R I N G  S P O R T  

YOUR COMPLIMENTARY MAGAZINE FEBRUARY 2012

WE FLY FOR YOU
PORT ELIZABETH 
JOHANNESBURG 
BLOEMFONTEIN 
RICHARDS BAY
EAST LONDON 
LUBUMBASHI
HOEDSPRUIT
CAPE TOWN 
WALVIS BAY 
GABORONE 
KIMBERLEY
WINDHOEK
MAPUTO
DURBAN
GEORGE

South Africa's most incredible 
mountain bike challenge

Country Ride
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Why heritage tourism is a priority at Indaba

C ulturalTreasures
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YOUR COMPLIMENTARY MAGAZINE APRIL 2012

WE FLY FOR YOU
PORT ELIZABETH 

JOHANNESBURG 
BLOEMFONTEIN 
RICHARDS BAY

EAST LONDON 
LUBUMBASHI
HOEDSPRUIT
CAPE TOWN 
WALVIS BAY 
GABORONE 
KIMBERLEY
WINDHOEK

MAPUTO
DURBAN
GEORGE

A nomad
settles 
down

Katlego
Danke

YOUR COMPLIMENTARY M

IND28_001_TheCover.indd   1 19/03/2012   12:29

Indwe_Advert_RHP.indd   63Indwe_Advert_RHP.indd   63 20/04/2012   14:5820/04/2012   14:58



When Lloyd Edwards and his fi ance Dr Lorien Pichegru of Raggy Charters recently found out there were killer 
whales off  the coast of Port Elizabeth they grabbed their cameras and headed for the open sea. About 50km later they 

captured breaches, spyhops, tailslapping and general intimidatory tactics off  Schoenmakerskop.

Parting shot
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In the family since 1934

The BrownsProtea ring
Inspired by one of South Africa's 

most unique and beautiful 

national treasures
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