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A world of warm hospitality awaits you at 
Forever Resorts’ bouquet of resorts, retreats, 
lodges and hotels. Revitalize with a winter breakaway 
when you book 4 nights and receive the fifth one for zip, nada, 
mahala! Unwind and indulge yourself  in the very special 
world of Forever Resorts...book now, you deserve it!

Make sure that you keep updated with our p , p
news by subscribing to our monthly newsletter online (www.
foreversa.co.za), joining us on facebook (www.facebook.
com/foreverresortssa) or receiving our complimentary Forever 
Yours magazine (news@foreversa.co.za).

RESORTS Badplaas jjj, Blyde Canyon jjj/jjjj, Gariep jjj/jjjj, Loskopdam jjj, Plettenberg jjj, Swadini jjj,  
Tshipise jjj, Warmbaths jjj, Phalaborwa Safari Park jjjj  LODGES Blue Mountain Lodge jjjjj, Isiyala Game Lodge jjjj, 
Amanzi Mountain Reserve jjj/jjjj, Waterfall Safari Lodge jjj/jjjj, Ramoswe Lodge jjj, Matombu Wild jjjjj   
RETREATS Rex’s Ranch jjj, Arcadian Guest House jjjj, HOTELS Centurion Hotel jjjj, Mount Sheba jjjj, White River Lodge 
jjj, Impala Inn jjj, Warmbaths Hotel jjj, Badplaas Hotel jjj

Terms & Conditions apply: Subject to availability. Valid for bookings arriving between 5 May and 31 August 2011. Valid for bookings made after 5 May 
2011. Applicable to room only. Cannot be used in conjunction with other specials. Exclude group bookings. Excludes public holidays and long weekends.

General Enquiries: Tel: +27 12 423 5660, email: info@foreversa.co.za or visit www.foreversa.co.za

r tips, specials and A ld f h
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Forever Resorts Swadini offers more than you can imagine!  
Savour a beautiful boat ride, be amazed by our hiking trails, cool down in our 
wonderful pools or enjoy a game of putt-putt or volleyball! We’ll give you a caravan 
site for free when you book your next camping stay with us! For only R60 per 
person per night and pensioners R50 per person per night you can now enjoy a 
camping getaway for next to nothing! Book your next holiday with us today for a 
truly magical and memorable experience!

Tel: +27 (0) 15 795 5141 | Fax: +27 (0) 15 795 5178 | E-mail: swadini@foreversa.co.za
Central Reservations: +27 23 423 5600 | www.foreversa.co.za

*Both of these specials include weekends but exclude long weekends and school holidays.
Maximum 8 people per stand.
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Visit www.flyexpress.aero for domestic flights to Bloemfontein, Port Elizabeth, East London, Nelspruit, Kimberley, Hoedspruit, George, 
Johannesburg, Richards Bay, Cape Town, Durban, and regional flights to Lubumbashi, Gaborone, Windhoek, Walvis Bay and Maputo.   

SA Express is a proud member of the SAA Voyager programme.

You’re particular 
about the small details. 
So are we.
We know you have particular tastes and when it comes to flying, you 
have particular needs, so tell us what they are. We listen – so that we 
can give you the travel experience you want, the way you want it. 

Call SA Express Customer Care between 08h00-16h30 
weekdays on 0861 SAX CARES (0861 729 227), email us on 
saxcares@flyexpress.aero or visit www.flyexpress.aero and 
click on the Customer Care tab. After all, we fly for you.
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I N D W E  is the Xhosa 

word  for the blue crane, 

the  national bird of South  Africa

and a symbol of  independence
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[  S K Y V I E W  ]

THERE IS SOMETHING magical about this country of ours on the southern 

tip of Africa. Visitors who come to our shores are enthralled by the 

natural beauty, cultural diversity, urban sprawl and the peculiarly hopeful 

disposition of our people. It is this mosaic of diversity that often has them 

packing up their lives and settling here permanently. I have been told that 

the attraction is akin to love at fi rst sight, instant and undeniable.  

It has been a combination of natural beauty and strategic foresight that 

has forged the growth of the South African tourism industry. The highlight 

of this success was without a doubt the FIFA Soccer World Cup 2010. 

Now that we have achieved this milestone, we have excelled in ways to leverage 

our success. This was seen last month during the annual tourism Indaba, held 

in Durban. Indaba brought together all the role players involved in tourism - 

national and provincial tourism bodies, government, the hospitality industry 

and international stakeholders - in what was an overwhelming success. 

As  a proud partner in our tourism industry, we will continue to fl y you to South 

Africa’s top destinations, including: Cape Town, Durban, Hoedspruit, Nelspruit, George 

and even jewels that are yet to be discovered like Kimberley and Richards Bay. 

As South Africa’s regional carrier we are always striving to serve all 

of southern Africa’s business and leisure visitors better. We completed 

a customer survey and will be implementing some of the fi ndings to 

continue to deliver safe, effi cient and punctual fl ights and services. 

We are also glad to announce that we have overhauled our onboard 

menu to give you tasty, healthy and fresh meals on every fl ight. We 

hope you will enjoy it and will tell us if we can improve further.  

Thank you for your patronage – we will continue to fl y for you

Inati Ntshanga, CEO SA Express

PS: Don’t forget to utilize our electronic check-in on www.fl yexpress.aero 

LEVERAGING SUCCESS
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Also known as the city that sparkles with its origins dating back to the great 

diamond rush of the 19th century, the Big Hole, the largest man made hole 

in the world. Other truly unique experiences to be had are the infamous 

pink lesser flamingoes at the Kamphers dam 1km outside Kimberley. For 

the adrenalin fueled, there are various activities to get your fix, such as 

absailing, river rafting, and for those who prefer dry land, the World’s Richest 

skateboarding tournament, the Maloof Cup, to be held in September 2011.

Can’t wait!

Skateboarding 
For Hope
Kimberley will be the 
“skateboarding” place to be 
from 30 Sept - 02 Oct 2011
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BALLET LOVERS are in for an 

unusual treat as Mzansi 

Productions blends serious art 

with pop music when they visit 

Cape Town and Durban this 

month. 

 In Cape Town they will 

present two shows: Somebody 
To Love: A Dance Celebration 
to the Music of Queen and 

Sproetjies while in Durban 

audiences can enjoy Divas and 

Somebody To Love. 

In Somebody To Love: 
A Dance Celebration to the 
Music of Queen, the group 

explores facets of 

relationships in an elegant and 

sophisticated dance show.  

Sproetjies – which is 

sure to captivate and charm 

kids of all ages – takes the 

familiar story of Cinderella, 

places it in a contemporary 

setting that’s accessible to 

modern audiences. 

The show also uses a 

selection of well loved 

Afrikaans songs, among 

them ‘De la Rey’, ‘Jantjie’ and 

‘Jy Soen My Nie Meer Nie’, as 

the soundtrack for 

choreography – by Joel 

Morris and Craig Arnolds 

– which is light-hearted and 

full of fun.  

Divas is an unmissable 

extravaganza that sees 

top singers sharing the 

stage with the dancers of 

Mzansi Productions. 

Songs made famous by 

such legends as Tina Turner, 

Shania Twain, Celine Dion, 

Rihanna, Mariah Carey and 

Edith Piaf, among others, 

provide the music 

to which Mari-Louise Basson 

sets the stage alight with her 

cutting-edge choreography.

www.computicket.com 

Pop goes the ballet
Cape Town, Artscape Theatre: Somebody To Love: A Dance 
Celebration to the Music of Queen » 8–11 JUNE / Sproetjies » 8–9 JUNE
Umhlanga Rocks, iZulu Theatre, Sibaya Casino: Somebody To Love: 
A Dance Celebration to the Music of Queen 15–18 JUNE
Durban, Elizabeth Sneddon Theatre: Divas » 22–25 JUNE
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EVENTS
Revved up
Coca Cola Dome, 
Johannesburg 
» 16–19 JUNE 

The Extreme Auto 
Show displays the 
latest cars and 
bikes alongside 
multimedia, gaming 
and navigation 
products. A catwalk 
show previews 
the country’s new 
fashion trends 
and South Africa’s 
top riders give 
freestyle motocross 
demonstrations.
www.extremeautoshow.
co.za

Gourmet 
wine dinners
Vineyard Hotel & 
Spa, Cape Town 
» 10 JUNE & 24 JUNE

Tierhoek is the 
wine that will be 
featured on the 
10th this month 
at Vineyard Hotel 
& Spa’s gourmet 
wine dinners 
hosted at The 
Square restaurant. 
Stellakhaya will 
feature on the 24th. 

Tierhoek is 
the only restored 
Sandveld farm 
in Africa and is 
situated in the 
peaks of the 
Piekenierskloof, on 
the border of the 
Cederberg.  The 
unique climate 
allows for premium 
wines characterised 
by some intense 
fruit fl avours. 

Stellakaya is a 
privately owned 
boutique wine 
producer situated in 
the heart of the Cape 
Winelands. They 
focus on producing 
wines from noble 
red varietals 
that typify the 
Stellenbosch terroir. 
www.vineyard.co.za

WHAT’SON
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[  W H A T ’ S  O N  ]

EVENTS
Test your 
limits
From KwaZulu-
Natal to Cape Town 
» 11 JUNE–18 JULY 
The Freedom 
Challenge will test 
you to the limit by 
combining running 
and mountain-
biking from 
Pietermaritzburg 
to Cape Town.

You can also add 
an optional 85km 
run from Durban to 
Pietermaritzburg 
and a four-day 
Berg River Canoe 
Marathon.
www.freedom
challenge.org.za

Going 
gastronomic 
Durban 
International 
Convention Centre 
» 28–31 JUNE  

The Good Food 
and Wine Show is 
southern Africa’s 
premier celebration 
of food and lifestyle. 
It pinpoints global 
trends through 
demonstrations, 
exhibitions and 
workshops 
attracting 
professionals and 
the general public to 
Durban.
www.goodfoodand
wineshow.co.za

Uniting 
the arts
Grahamstown » 

30 JUNE–10 JULY

The National 
Arts Festival is 
South Africa’s 
oldest, biggest 
and best-known 
arts festival. The 
10-day event offers 
culture hounds 
every indulgence of 
theatre, music, song, 
dance, fi lm and a 
whole lot more. 
www.nafest.co.za

Go wild this winter 
Kirkwood festival grounds, Kirkwood » 1–3 JULY 

THE EASTERN CAPE’S fastest 

growing festival is turning ten 

this year and is celebrating in 

wild style. 

The 2011 Kirkwood 

Wildsfees is raising the bar on 

its winning recipe of activities 

which include a wine and 

gourmet food lifestyle 

exhibition, Kidz Zone fun, 300 

specialist stalls, a massive 

beer tent, the Isuzu 4x4 

Challenge, a premier game 

auction, agricultural and 

wildlife expos.

Some top South African 

artists will perform live on 

the biggest stage in the 

Eastern Cape including The 

Parlotones, Kurt Darren, Elvis 

Blue, The Flooze, Die Heuwels 

Fantasties, Dr Victor and the 

Rasta Rebels, and Emo 

Adams. Continuing its 

commitment to nature 

conservation, the 2011 

Wildsfees is hosting the 

Growing Green expo, with 

expert advice on ethical, 

sustainable gardening 

and agriculture.

www.wildsfees.co.za

Africa in the picture
Cape Grace Hotel, Cape Town » 22 JUNE

LISTEN TO AWARD-WINNING 

American wildlife 

photographer, documentary 

producer and zoological 

authority, Ron Magill, as he 

shares some of his 

experiences from his 

worldwide travels followed 

by a three-course meal.

www.capegrace.com
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The husky voice of Africa 
Carnival City’s Big Top Arena, Gauteng » 4 JUNE

EXPOSE YOURSELF to the 

grand master of Zimbabwean 

traditional pop as you 

experience a truly African 

evening with Oliver Mtukudzi, 

better known as Tuku, as he 

performs live at Carnival City’s 

Big Top Arena.

Oliver’s music career spans 

over 20 years and his husky 

voice has become the most 

recognised to emerge from 

Zimbabwe. Incorporating 

elements of different musical 

traditions, he has 40 albums 

under his belt, earning him an 

international following. Most 

of his songs focus on social 

and economic issues with 

optimism and an infectious 

sense of humour. 

Tuka will be joined on stage 

by the stylings of Jaziel 

Brothers and glorious 

songbird Asanda Bam. 

www.computicket.com

[  W H A T ’ S  O N  ]

EVENTS
Super Charged 
Rugby Action
Venues throughout 
South Africa
With the inaugural 
Super 15 featuring 
more derby 
games than ever 
before, local rugby 
stars have been 
bashing each other 
senseless this year. 
As the competition 
enters the home 
straight there are 
fantastic clashes to 
savour this month 
with the Sharks 
taking on the 
Cheetahs before 
playing the Lions. 

Spearheaded by 
the incredible Schalk 
Burger (below), the 
Stormers battle the 
Bulls at Newlands 
and the Cheetahs 
in Bloemfontein. 
In what should be 
a brutal affair, the 
Bulls and Sharks 
clash the same day.
» 3 JUNE

Rebels vs Stormers, 
Bulls vs Waratahs
» 4 JUNE

Hurricanes vs Lions, 
Cheetahs vs Sharks
» 11 JUNE

Lions vs Sharks, 
Stormers vs Bulls
» 18 JUNE

Bulls vs Sharks, 
Cheetahs vs Stormers
» 24 JUNE

Qualifi er 1
» 25 JUNE

Qualifi er 2
» 1 JULY

Semi 1
» 1 JULY

Semi 2
» 9 JULY

Final
www.superxv.com

For the love of wine
Cape Town International Convention Centre » 9JUNE
Sandton Sun, Johannesburg » 10JUNE

NOW RECOGNISED as one 

of the most respected wine 

competitions in southern 

Africa, the Old Mutual 

Trophy Wine Show, 

celebrates a decade of 

bringing the best tipple to 

local oenophiles. 

The wine tastings give 

wine lovers the chance to 

taste around 90 varieties from 

the very best in a sizeable 

range of wine categories – 

from sparkling and sauvignon 

blanc to pinotage and port 

– with a few lesser-known 

treats guaranteed to make an 

appearance. Highlights of the 

show are the unveiling of the 

Most Successful Producer and 

the Discovery of the Show.

www.computicket.com
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JUST LIKE ROGER,

WE LIKE TO SERVE

0861 836 7378 

www.tempestcarhire.co.za

www.facebook.com/tempestcarhire

A Level 2 BBBEE rated company   
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[  W H A T ’ S  O N  ]

Party of Good Hope
The Castle of Good Hope, Cape Town » 25 JUNE

A Popular port of call
Calitzdorp, Western Cape » 16–18 JUNE

GUESTS FROM AROUND 

the globe will unveil 

Cape Town as the new 

party capital of the world 

at the historic Castle of 

Good Hope this month 

as all night revelers will 

marry the old with the 

new and traditional with 

unconventional. 

Organisers J&B claim 

they are about to write 

the next chapter in its 

party legacy as Cape 

Town joins a new wave 

of global party cities. 

www.facebook.com/

jbsouthafrica

NO PRIZES for guessing 

why South Africa’s 

annual Port and Wine 

Festival is held in the 

Klein Karoo town of 

Calitzdorp. It is – off 

course – the port-wine 

capital of Africa. The 

event is hosted by eight 

wine cellars in and 

around the town and will 

feature arts and crafts, 

lifestyle market stalls, 

the Port Dance, food 

stalls and the annual 

South African boules 

Championships.

www.portwinefestival.co.za
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NO MATTER WHERE in the 

world you are, you can take 

the best culinary elements, 

combine it and create your 

own world-class dishes.  

With this philosophy 

the head chef at the 

fi ve-star Marataba Safari 

Company, Marcia Smith, 

has created her own 

combination of signature 

dishes to astound visitors 

from across the globe. 

Cooking at the exclusive 

23,000 hectares private 

concession in the heart 

or the Limpopo Marakele 

National Park, Smith’s time 

living in Europe created 

an unexpected inspiration 

once she became a chef. 

It was in the United 

Kingdom where the multi-

cultural infl uences grabbed 

her attention. “I remember 

walking down Oxford Street 

looking at Italian, French, 

Indian, Thai, Japanese and 

other restaurants, having to 

remind myself occasionally 

that I am in London,” she 

says. “I especially loved the 

Indian and Middle Eastern 

infl uences such as kormas 

with freshly made naan 

bread and a shawarma 

with pickles and salad. 

 “I’ve adapted the 

shawarma to a more 

sophisticated salmon and 

papaya wrap with dips and 

pâtés.  I also do tagines and 

kormas but with a South 

African twist.  Springbok 

korma with fl atbread is a big 

favourite with foreigners.”

Smith never knew she 

wanted to be a chef. Raised in 

[  F O O D  &  D R I N K  ]

Richards Bay, KwaZulu-Natal, 

she took to traveling, making 

London her base to explore 

Europe and expose herself to 

cultures, languages, fashion, 

design, food and wine trends.

It was only after her 

return home and obtaining 

a marketing diploma that 

her passion for good food 

started haunting her. 

An advertisement in a 

newspaper about a cooking 

school in Stellenbosch, 

the Institute of Culinary 

Arts, grabbed her attention 

and she became one of a 

handful of students to go 

on the two-year course. 

On the fi rst day of classes 

Smith knew she had made 

the right decision. She could 

now turn her experiences in 

Europe into a way to express 

herself through cooking.

After graduating, Smith 

became head chef at the 

Manna Epicure restaurant 

in Kloof Street, Cape Town, 

and later chef de partie at the 

renowned Sinn’s Restaurant, 

also in Cape Town. Now 

providing for the palates of 

visitors to Marataba’s 15 

luxury suites, she enjoys 

being a chef even more. 

“A career as a chef is an 

ever-evolving process and 

for me there is nothing more 

stimulating than creating 

new food combinations and 

then pairing the dish with 

a fantastic local wine. It is 

a food and life journey.”

Marataba Safari Company 
Central Reservations
+ 27 (0) 44 501  1111
www.hunterhotels.com

A JOURNEY OF FOOD AND LIFE

THE CULTURES AND TASTES OF THE WORLD HAVE A DISTINCT 
INFLUENCE ON THE DISHES SERVED IN THE HEART OF THE 
LIMPOPO’S SAFARI COUNTRY BY MARATABA’S “ACCIDENTAL” 
CHEF, MARCIA SMITH
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[  F O O D  &  D R I N K  ]

DNA PROFILING found Syrah 

grapes – or Shiraz as it is 

more commonly known 

- to be the offspring of 

two obscure grapes from 

southeastern France, Dureza 

and Mondeuse Blanche. It is 

also said Syrah grapes were 

fi rst brought from Syracuse 

in southern Italy to France 

by Roman legions some 300 

years after the birth of Christ.

At Simonsvlei International 

near Paarl, the folk 

responsible for producing 

wine for people in search 

of unique tastes, couldn’t 

care less where Syrah 

grapes originated from. 

What they do care about 

is producing Syrah grapes 

with excellent colour and 

fl avour characteristics such 

as spice, maraschino cherry 

and pepper. They hand-

pick the best of them and 

introduce cold maceration 

to attain deep ruby colour 

extraction. In essence the 

maceration involves keeping 

the Syrah skins and juice 

at a very low temperatures 

for a few days before the 

fermentation process begins. 

This allows for optimal 

color and phenol extraction. 

After fermentation the 

wine is matured on wood 

to achieve a full-bodied red 

with a sultry smokiness 

and distinct toffee aroma. 

No surprises then that 

Simonsvlei opted to call their 

brand new wine the Toffee 

Chunk Syrah. Simonsvlei 

winemaker Christine Jones 

(pictured above) says the 

name is catchy and not only 

captures the attention of 

wine lovers, but refl ects the 

caramelized fl avours picked 

up on the nose and palate.  

She is confi dent that this 

new generation wine will 

create a niche in the market:  

“Although we have seen a 

proliferation of coffee-driven 

pinotages over the past 

couple of years, I think that 

Toffee Chunk will set a new 

benchmark with its inimitable 

appeal. In today’s highly 

competitive wine market, it 

is essential for a producer 

such as ourselves to be 

able to differentiate with a 

fi rst-to-market product.”

 The wine pairs brilliantly 

with asiago cheese, cured or 

smoked meats, nice peppery 

or spicy steaks and other 

cheese dishes. Decanting 

the wine is advisable as it 

will release the full fl avour 

profi le of the wine.

Toffee Chunk Syrah 

retails from R85 and is 

available from selected 

supermarkets and leading 

liquor stores countrywide.

SWEET 
SUCCESS

A NEW WINE DEVELOPED IN 
PAARL PUTS THE TASTE OF 

TOFFEE IN YOUR GLASS

18 JUNE 2011   INDWE

IND18_018_Food_2.indd   18IND18_018_Food_2.indd   18 18/05/2011   16:0718/05/2011   16:07



No.64425 - Baia Seafood 1pp.indd   1No.64425 - Baia Seafood 1pp.indd   1 17/05/2011   10:5117/05/2011   10:51



a class above
With the same innovations as KEF’s revolutionary Concept Blade 
technology showcase, the all new Q Series from KEF performs 
like speakers from a higher price class in terms of realism, 
musicality and off-axis dispersion.

Q Series
All new Uni-Q 
array.

Sweet, spacious and true, 
wherever you sit.

A large vented tweeter in the centre 
of the bass/midrange driver, with a 
‘tangerine’ waveguide and unique 
Z-flex surround to combine unrivalled 
dispersion with generous travel 
for the aluminium MF/LF cone.

Advanced bass
technologies.

Deeper, tighter and more
accurate bass.

Inside the fashionably rectilinear
cabinets, the new bass driver
combines a rigid super light cone with
a massive vented magnet assembly
and an oversized voice coil for
exceptional sensitivity and
distortion-free power handling.

Total system
design.

A holistic approach, with
no compromises.

These advanced new drivers 
only need first order crossover
maximizing fluency and transparency,
and KEF’s legendary attention to
details extends from innovations for
easier bi-wiring to environment-
friendly finishes. 

Imported and distributed by: Balanced Audio - Tel: (011) 259-7800 - Website: www.balancedaudio.co.za
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[  A C C E S S O R I E S  ]

LOOKING FOR A GREAT COMPACT CAMERA? 
INDWE TRIES OUT THE MARKET LEADERS 

SNAP HAPPY

Olympus ULTRA ZOOM 
SP-610UZ COMPACT
For it’s small size, the Olympus packs a punch with 

its 22x zoom, impressive image quality and an 

ability to shoot 3D photographs.

Add to this one-touch HD movie recording and 

eight fi lters, including watercolour and sparkle 

and this is a great all-round camera. It also has 

novelties, like Pet Detection for automatically 

capturing dog or cat faces when they look at the camera, Advanced Face Detection 

(for humans) and Beauty Mode for hiding unwanted blemishes.

Available: www.olympus.co.za

Price: R2,099

Canon POWERSHOT SX30 IS
Like its rivals, Canon’s PowerShot SX30 IS also has a wide 35x optical zoom lens 

enabling focal lengths from 24mm wide angle to 840mm zoom. The 4.5-stop 

optical Image Stabilizer and Zoom Framing Assist function make high zoom stills 

and high defi nition movie fi lming pretty easy – also in low light.

 Movies are recorded in stereo sound with a dynamic 

optical Image Stabilizer for steadier pictures. 

A Smart Auto function selects settings from 28 

different scenes allowing you to take pictures 

without worrying about settings. It also has 

loads of gizmos like manual modes, Low Light 

and Miniature Effect and Zoom Framing Assist. 

Available: www.canon.co.za

Price: R3,822

Nikon COOLPIX P500
The COOLPIX P500 takes the zooming battle to 

Olympus with a 36x zoom, meaning it can shoot from 

22.5mm wide-angle to 810mm super-telephoto. 

The optical zoom and autofocus functions are also 

available when making a video in high defi nition with 

stereo sound. The LCD monitor is tiltable making it 

possible to take shots from above or below the subject. 

Advanced exposure modes allow control over key 

settings, while a continuous shooting button allows instant 

switching from single-frame to continuous shooting.

Available: www.nikon.co.za

Price: R3,250
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WITH SOUTH AFRICA FAST BECOMING THE WEDDING CAPITAL OF 
THE WORLD, INDWE EXPLORES WHY THERE IS NO PLACE LIKE THE 

RAINBOW NATION TO TIE THE KNOT

WEDDED BLISS

AS WEDDINGS GO, it takes some 
beating. At the top of Table Mountain, 
with the Indian and Atlantic Oceans 
shimmering in the distance, a bride 
and her groom exchange vows while 
their loved ones look on. It is an 
extraordinary ceremony that makes 
it easy to understand why South 
Africa has become one of the most 
popular destinations in the world 
for people to stage their big day. 

And a wedding where the table 
and tablecloth is provided by Mother 
Nature is only one of the many choices 
when it comes to memorable nuptials 
in the Rainbow Nation, with beach 
weddings, bushveld weddings and 
even weddings on top of an elephant 
all proving extremely popular.

“South Africa can't only offer 
world-class accommodation and 
excellent value for money for your 
perfect holiday, but also host your 

day of love and commitment in one 
of the most dazzling places you could 
imagine,” explains experienced 
wedding planner Kirsty Marmarellis 
of Weddings Out Of Africa. “Whether 
it’s on the white sands of a remote 
beach, in the vineyards of a world 
class wine estate or in the shaded 
privacy of a magical forest, the country 
can offer a truly unique experience.”

Great venues and the exchange 
rate are not the only favourable 
draw cards to the Republic.

“You will enjoy the exceptional 
quality of world-class service,” 
explains Marmarellis. “The 
legalities of your marriage will also 
be recognised the world over and 
there are no requirements to enter 
the country for any period prior to 
the day.  This makes marrying in 
South Africa a completely stress free 
experience from beginning to end.”

Beach Weddings
There are few things more romantic 
than tying the knot to the sound of 
waves breaking against rocks. With 
South Africa boasting some of the 
most beautiful, pristine beaches in the 
world it allows for the most idyllic of 
settings for a couple to say their vows. 

“Most weddings today take on 
a more spiritual ceremony than 
a traditionally religious one, and 
therefore the informality and 
beauty of a beach is the perfect 
choice,” explains Marmarellis.

Couples are truly spoilt for 
stunning beaches with Llandudno 
Beach, Horn Bay Beach and 
Windmill Beach in the Western 
Cape, Umhlanga north of Durban, 
Sardinia Bay near Port Elizabeth 
in the Eastern Cape and Shelly 
Beach on the KwaZulu-Natal South 
Coast, proving especially popular.P
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Most wedding planners will 
arrange the necessary permits needed 
for a beach wedding and organise 
transport to and from the ceremony.

Tying the knot on a beach means 
the wedding photos always have the 
most stunning backdrops. “A beach 
wedding really allows for spectacular 
photographs,” says Marmarellis. 
“The couple and guests cannot help 
but feel inspired and in awe of the 
elements that surround them.”

As important as getting the right 
beach for your wedding is choosing 
a nearby venue for the reception. 
Here are a few hotels and restaurants 
that are ideal for your big day:

 Twelve Apostles Hotel - With 
its namesake mountain range as 
a backdrop, 12 Apostles Hotel and 
Spa stands at the very edge of the 
Atlantic, surrounded by acres of 
marine coastal nature reserves. 
www.12apostleshotel.com

 Prana Lodge – This fi ve-star luxury 
boutique hotel and spa is located on 
a 21km unspoilt stretch of beach in 
Chintsa East on the Wild Coast in the 
Eastern Cape. www.pranalodge.co.za

A WEDDING 
COUPLE CAN'T 
HELP BUT FEEL 
INSPIRED WHEN 
THEY ARE ON A 
BEACH

CAPTURING THE MOMENT

Given the fact that they have to capture memories to last a lifetime, there is a fair 
amount of pressure on wedding photographers. Preparation, then, is key.
“We scout the location before the wedding to make sure there are no surprises,” says Janine Erasmus 
of JTC Photography in Pretoria. “And we always have a plan B just in case it rains. So if it starts 
pouring and the bride is getting upset we can say, don’t worry – this is a good alternative.”
Someone as experienced as Erasmus knows exactly when the greatest shots of the day present themselves.
“When you’ve done a few weddings you know what to expect,” she says. “You make sure you don’t miss 
anything because you are putting together something that people will be treasuring years from now.”
For more information see www.jtcphotography.com

 Tintswalo Atlantic - Positioned at 
the base of Chapman’s Peak, Tintswalo 
Atlantic overlooks the quaint fi shing 
village of Hout Bay. www.tintswalo.com

Winelands Wedding
“There is a unique charm to getting 
married on a winefarm,” says Nevina 
Swartz, manager of the Le Manoir de 
Brendel Estate in Franchhoek, one of 
the most popular spots in the Boland 

for tying the knot. “When people 
look at their wedding photos years 
from now they will see this dramatic 
backdrop of vineyards and mountains 
and have some great memories.”

Le Manoir de Brendel is particularly 
well equipped to put together a 
wedding. To ensure that the bride 
and groom have everything they 
need in one spot, the wine estate 
has erected a romantic chapel right 
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DRESS TO IMPRESS

“For the bride, the dress is probably 
the most important part of the 
wedding,” chuckles dress designer 
Elbeth Gillis, who is based in Cape 
Town. “It is the only part of the 
day that is just about her.”
To get the perfect dress made, brides-
to-be sometimes meet with Gillis a 
full year before they get married.
“We look at what kind of design goes 
best with their fi gure, the fabric 
she likes and how the dress will fi t 
in with the sort of wedding it is – 
formal or informal,” says Gillis. “The 
way the dress ultimately looks is 
usually a combination of the bride’s 
personal preference and the style 
that is popular at the moment.”
For Gillis, the recent newspaper 
column inches devoted to Kate 
Middleton’s wedding dress shows 
just how crucial the right gown is.
“It is so important because every 
bride wants to feel beautiful on 
their big day,” she says. “The right 
dress will do just that.” For more 
information see www.elbethgillis.co.za

next to a dam and with a gorgeous 
mountain backdrop (above).

“Everything is catered for to 
ensure the best possible day,” says 
Swartz. “The couple get married in 
the chapel and can then walk to a 
great spot for a photo-shoot before 
heading off to the reception. On one 
of the those beautiful sunny days 
you get in the Boland, strolling 
around surrounded by vineyards is 
incredibly romantic. It is what getting 
married on a wine farm is all about.”
For more information see www.le-manoir-

de-brendel.com or try these other options:

 In the Vineyard - Nestled at the 
foot of the Helderberg Mountain 
Range, in the heart of  the gorgeous 
Stellenbosch winelands, In the 
Vineyard is a lifestyle farm that has 
a stunning Cape Colonial structure 

as a centrepiece. www.inthevine.co.za

 Cascade Manor House - The 
imposing Cascade Manor offers 
large function venues indoors 
and out. www.cascademanor.co.za

 Bakenhof Guesthouse - A tree 
lined driveway that leads guests 
through manicured vineyards 
sets the tone for an enchanting 
getaway. www.bakenhof.co.za

Bushveld Weddings
“There is defi nitely a degree of 
romanticism attached to the notion 
of going on a safari,” explains 
wedding planner Kirsty Marmarellis. 
“The landscapes are beautiful 
and enchanting, and there is most 
defi nitely a feeling of connecting 
with the heart of the continent when 
you witness animals in their natural 
habitat.  A bush wedding is attractive 
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LET THEM EAT CAKE

Designing and baking the ideal 
wedding cake is all about the 
personal touch, according to Lena 
da Cruz, who has come up with 
some incredible creations at her 
business in Howick, KwaZulu-Natal.
“Ideally, I meet the bride a month 
before the wedding to make sure the 
cake refl ects her personality,” says  
Da Cruz. “It also has to fi t in with the 
theme and the look of the wedding so 
it’s important that you work closely 
with the couple to get things just right.”
Da Cruz puts remarkable effort into 
each cake, topping off her masterpieces 
with edible sugar ornaments.
“It gives it a certain character and a 
special touch to any cake,” she points 
out. “It is also used as a souvenir 
that one keeps for many years.”
For more info see lenacruz.tripod.com

to a couple wishing for an intimate 
moment alone, or to enjoy exclusive 
use of a game lodge with their closest 
friends and family to take pleasure 
in as their own for a few days.”

At Jembisa lodge in the beautiful 
Waterberg area of the Limpopo 
province the bride and groom 
can choose several memorable 
locations for the ceremony.

“A favourite is the wide wooden 
deck, overlooking a river, home to 
hippo and crocodile with endless 
views of the African bush,” says 
owner Jane Whitbread. “Some couples 
have chosen to marry beside the 
river or simply under the shade of 
an umbrella tree in the middle of the 
bush. By taking only one bridal party 

at a time we are able to dedicate all 
our efforts to the day and are fl exible 
to fi t in with the requirements of the 
couple.” For more information see www.

jembisa.com or try these other options:

 

 Chateau Larize - Giant trees tower 
above the parkland gardens, setting 
the scene for a beautiful garden 
ceremony at this beautiful spot in 
the Limpopo. www.chateaularize.co.za

 Beethoven Lodge - Located 
in the Magalies Mountains, the 
Beethoven Lodge has a scenic 
panorama of the Hartbeespoort 
Dam valley. www.beethovenlodge.co.za

 Blaauwpoort Venue and Lodge 
- A popular wedding spot in a 
malaria free area in the North 

THE WOODEN DECK AT 
JEMBISA IS VERY POPULAR
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West Province, Blaauwport has a 
bushveld chapel that can seat up to 
200 guests. www.blaauwpoort.co.za

Township Weddings
The vibrancy and warmth that is so 
unique to South African townships 
forms an intoxicating backdrop 
to those who opt for a traditional 
African wedding at Liziwe’s Bed 
and Breakfast in Gugulethu.

Since fi rst opening its doors in 
2005, Liziwe Ngcokoto’s utterly 
charming home in Cape Town has 
become a great success, offering 
wonderful accommodation, 
sumptuous feasts and walking tours 
of the Gugulethu township, including 
the world famous Mzoli’s Place 
restaurant. Liziwe will open her 
doors to a wedding party of no more 
than 50 people. For more information 

see www.liziwes-bed-and-breakfast.com

Unusual Weddings
Not a traditionalist? Fancy 
something a bit different? From 
hot-air balloons to ceremonies on 
a yacht, South Africa has a huge 
range of alternative weddings. 

Some of the more unusual 
ceremonies in the country have seen 
brides arriving on elephant back, 
a couple tying the knot in a hot-air 
balloon, mountain top celebrations 
only reached by helicopter and 
festivities spanning the Cape 
Peninsula with vows being shared 
over six dramatic view points.

Cape Town has more extraordinary 
weddings than most cities with 
couples having the option of getting 
married on Table Mountain, boarding 
a luxury yacht or train or sharing 
their special day with penguins 
on a beach. For more information see 

www.weddingsoutofafrica.com 
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THE OPENING OF 
THE FUGARD THEATRE 
HAS SPARKED A 
REVIVAL IN CAPE TOWN'S 
REMARKABLE 'EAST CITY'

MOTHER 
CITY 
LOOKS 
EAST

“MAYIBUYE IAFRIKA! Sing loud, 
Africa. We’ll be ringing the 
bells when you come back. 
We’ll be beating the drums 
when you come back.”

The rich, deep voice of Vusi 
Mahlasela fi lls every nook and 
cranny of The Fugard Theatre. 
Melodies wash over the 200-odd 
theatregoers sitting, rapt, in plush 
leather seats listening to one of the 
continent’s greatest troubadours. 

It’s just another Friday night in 
Cape Town, but Mahlasela’s song 
of homecoming couldn’t be more 
fi tting. Just two short years ago the 
high ceilings of The Fugard – in the 
‘East City’ of central Cape Town 
– would have resonated with the 
scratchings of a few vagrant pigeons. 

But after lying empty for years, 
in February 2010 the arches of the 

Congregational Church hall – built 
in 1830 – and the historic Sacks 
Futeran building next door found 
new life as the most exciting theatre 
in the Mother City. Fittingly, it’s 
named after South Africa’s greatest 
playwright, Athol Fugard. 

“There’s still this perception that 
the centre of town is a dangerous 
place to visit, but it’s not the case 
at all,” general manager Daniel 
Galloway tells me earlier in the day. 
“It’s a case of introducing locals 
to a new part of the city; showing 
them what there is on offer. When 
Anthony Sher starred in Broken 
Glass recently, 6000 tickets went to 
fi rst-time visitors to The Fugard. With 
all the other great things happening 
around here, people are literally 
fl ooding back into this part of town.”

He’s quite right, and while The 

Fugard’s varied calendar of music 
and theatre may be attracting much 
of the publicity, the blocks east of 
Buitenkant – between Roeland and 
Darling Streets – are all experiencing 
something of a revival. From 
boutique bakeries and furniture 
design galleries, to independent 
bookshops and trendy nightclubs, 
the East City is rapidly turning into 
the creative hub of Cape Town. 

It’s in no small part due to the 
efforts of the Cape Town Partnership, 
which has focused their efforts 
on rebranding this corner of 
Cape Town as ‘The Fringe  - Cape 
Town’s Innovation District’.

This ambitious project, which is 
key to Cape Town’s bid to be named 
World Design Capital for 2014, 
aims to create an ‘urban science 
park’ and is modelled on similar 

WORDS AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY RICHARD HOLMES
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projects in Barcelona, Toronto and 
London. If all goes according to 
plan, ‘The Fringe’ will position the 
buffer zone between the CBD and 
old District Six as a hub for design, 
media and tech start-up companies. 

And the wave has already begun, 
with the historic Granary building 
being revamped as a new home for 
the über-cool Bandwidth Barn; a 
‘business incubator’ aimed at helping 
start-ups in the ICT fi eld. Similarly, 
the Cape Craft and Design Institute 
and the Cape Fashion Council have 
both moved into the area, adding to 
the East City’s creative credentials.

On a smaller scale, it’s exactly 
the thinking behind The Field 
Offi ce. Hidden at the upper end of 
unassuming Barrack Street, this 
quirky initiative by trendsetting 
designers Pedersen + Lennard 

hopes to showcase products and 
art from local creatives… and that 
includes their own innovative 
range of fl at-pack furniture. 

But mostly it’s intended as an 

‘offi ce away from the offi ce’ for the 
local industry to network and be 
inspired, with artisan coffee, gourmet 
sandwiches and fast Internet to 
help things along their way. 

Nurturing the local design industry 
and young entrepreneurs is also a 
key focus for Woodhead’s, a leather 
merchant on Caledon Street that 
fi rst opened its doors in 1867. 

“We’re a bit of a landmark in this 
area,” says Richard Harris, whose 
family has owned the business 
for the past 65 years. “Most of our 
business is in supplying the trade 
and local crafters, but we still get 
plenty of tourists just wandering 
in to take a look at the shop.”

And that’s no surprise, with 
Woodhead’s retaining all the charm 
of an old-school merchant as apron-
clad clerks help customers navigate 
nooks and crannies piled high with 
the minutiae of leatherwork.

It’s clear that the East City means 
business, but nightlife in this corner 
of town is also putting on its glad rags 

THE EAST 
CITY IS RAPIDLY 
TURNING INTO 
THE CREATIVE 
HUB OF CAPE 
TOWN

THE ROOFTOP DECK OF THE 
FUGARD THEATRE OFFERS 
SPECTACULAR VIEWS OF 
THE MOTHER CITY
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and drawing night owls away from 
the watering holes of the city centre. 

With clubs like The Assembly and 
Sugarhut Club, “Harrington Street has 
become a bit of a mini-Long Street,” 
says Harris. “There are almost 10 
000 students staying in and around 
this area, so that really feeds into 
the young creative environment.”

The nightclubs will have to wait 
until after my Vusi concert though, 
so I head further up Harrington 
Street. A quick samoosa from 
the famous Al Haq spaza shop 
keeps away the autumn chills.

As the last morsels of crisp 
pastry disappear I hear the sound 
of leather on leather: a rhythmic 
whack-whack-whack. A pause, 
then whack-whack-whack again.

‘East City Boxing’, reads the sign 
above the nondescript doorway. 
The security gate clangs open and 
a canvas ring reveals itself.

“You here for the classes?” asks 
Matthew Leisching, one of the 
resident trainers at East City Boxing, 
as I stifl e a laugh at the thought of 
me playing Rocky in the ring.

Revamped and reopened in early 
2010, East City Boxing offers “old 
school boxing training” in a setting 
to match; all wood-panelled walls 
and sweat-stained leather. Mirrors 
fl ank one entire wall facing the ring, 
while brand-new punching bags, 
speed-balls and weights hide in the 
corners. Perhaps no surprise that 
Hollywood star Denzel Washington 
chose to train here while shooting 

a movie in the Mother City.
“We have 110 regular boxers 

working out here; either in the 
group classes that happen every day 
or one-on-one with the trainers,” 
explains Leisching, “We also have 
a fi ght night every three months; 
boxers from this gym who want 
to fi ght can get in the ring, and we 
also fi ght against boxers from other 
gyms. They’re really popular!”

But popular barely begins to 
describe what is perhaps the 
biggest draw card to this corner 
of the East City, and my last stop 
before heading to The Fugard for 
the Vusi show: Charly’s Bakery.

After years on work-a-day Roeland 
Street, Charly’s has a new home. And 
while not all locals are happy about the 

DON’T MISS…

 Shop for the 
best local literature 
at The Book Lounge 
on the corner of 
Buitenkant and 
Roeland. One 
of Cape Town’s 
best independent 
bookstores, you’ll 
fi nd knowledgeable 
staff, comfy 
couches and 
weekly author 
readings here. 

 Discover the 
shameful history 
of how apartheid 
destroyed one 
of Cape Town’s 
most vibrant 
communities 
at the District 
Six Museum 
on Buitenkant 
Street. Don’t leave 
the Mother City 
without a wander 
through this 
moving museum.

 Eat at the 
Dias Tavern on 
Caledon Street. The 
plastic chairs and 
fl uorescent lights 
doesn't work for a 
romantic fi rst date, 
but it has a bustling 
atmosphere.

FROM LEFT: WOODHEAD’S 
LEATHER MERCHANT HAS BEEN 
IN THE AREA FOR GENERATIONS  
WHILE EAST CITY BOXING IS A 
POPULAR WORK-OUT SPOT

IND18_030-034_CapeTown.indd   33IND18_030-034_CapeTown.indd   33 18/05/2011   16:1118/05/2011   16:11



the car park and a few steps from 
this Aladdin’s Cave of confectionery 
there are strip joints and soup 
kitchens. There’s still a grittiness 
here that is both the East City’s 
charm… and its millstone. 

But the times they are certainly a’ 
changing and if you want a peek at 
the Cape Town of tomorrow, you’d 
do well to take a walk between the 
blocks east of Buitenkant Street. 

exuberant paintjob on the Victorian 
façade of the old Castle Hotel, this 
iconic bakery has certainly become the 
colourful new heart of the East City. 

Struggling actors nurse their 
coffee and talk about hard times, 
local fashionistas discuss Fendi 
and trends, while gawking tourists 
wander in as if they’ve chanced upon 
Willy Wonka’s Chocolate Factory.

Which – in a way – they have, 
as the ‘oompaloompas’ behind the 
counter take your order from the 
array of baked goods on offer. To 
one side; savoury tarts and quiches 
made with rich butter pastry. To 
the other, the main event: row upon 
row of decadent chocolate cupcakes. 
And behind the counter, Charly’s 
famous “mucking afazing” wedding 
cakes are being constructed.

I grab a cupcake and take a seat 
outside with a coffee. The counter 
bustles with lunchtime business 

and the pink-and-white candy-
striped cake boxes fl y out the 
door ahead of a long weekend. 

It seems Charly’s is the perfect 
metaphor for the East City. There’s an 
exciting new face to a business that has 
long been a stalwart of these gritty city 
blocks. There’s a fresh lick of paint on 
the walls, and new life breathed into 
a building that had gone to the dogs. 

But vagrants still wander across 

A BOX OF CHARLY’S VERY 
DECADENT CUPCAKES
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LISETTE WHITHERS’ ALMOST INCOMPREHENSIBLE LOVE OF 
ANIMALS MEANT THAT ANY TYPE COULD HAVE FOUND SHELTER 
AT HER DOOR. THAT ONE OF THE WORLD’S SMARTEST ANIMALS 
WOULD SEEK HER OUT, SEEMED ALMOST PAR FOR THE COURSE

ELEPHANTS
FOR THE LOVE OF  

WORDS BY ATHANE SCHOLTZ AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY DESMOND SCHOLTZ 
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LISETTE WHITHERS AVOIDS muddy 
pools in the road not because she tries 
to keep her vehicle clean but because 
she fears that she will kill the tadpoles 
living there – a situation that can 
bring her to tears. She likes animals 
more than most people and spends her 
money buying elephants. Just as well 
that husband Ian shares her passion. 
In fact, he bought her her fi rst two.

The couple owns Knysna Elephant 
Park, the multi-dimensional tourist, 
educational and research centre 
between Knysna and Plettenberg Bay 
where they live with a dozen elephants 
in a controlled free range environment. 

In animal welfare circles Whithers 
is known as tough and fi ercely 
protective of the rights and welfare 
of animals and has been embroiled 
in some of the most controversial 
elephant abuse cases in the country.

But while organisations, politicians 
and activists fought the battlefi eld 
of opinions that is animal welfare 
politics, it was Whithers and her 
group of dedicated volunteers 
and veterinarians who risked 
their lives to treat the injured 
elephants’ open sores and attempted 
to hydrate and feed them.

“My heart still aches at all 
the things that had gone wrong 
for the Tuli elephants and those 
burnt at Pilanesberg, and the 
complicated havoc of issues 
surrounding them remain 
contentious to this day,” she says.

Whithers has riled many a 
roleplayer with her vehement and 
outspoken criticism of the red tape 
and legal battles that she believes often 
interfere and disrupt rehabilitation 
and recovery of wild animals. 

“For me it is a personal, emotional 
commitment to the well-being of those 
who cannot speak for themselves," 
she says. “In times when animals are 
in crisis, immediate, effective action 
is required to save lives – which may 
mean some out-of-the-box thinking 
and controversial decision-making. 
I know I’m not everyone’s favourite 

person but that’s fi ne by me. There will 
always be a wide range of differing 
opinions about the best way to deal 
with injured or abused animals but 
I believe it is the results that count 
and recovering, healthy animals 
are the only proof that matters.”

As controversial as she may be, 
Whithers' inherent rapport with 
elephants is legendary and has even 
earned her the title of ‘elephant 
whisperer’, which she smiles at.

“I can’t really explain it but 
since my very fi rst encounter with 
elephants I just seemed to know 
what to do," she says. “I think 

that they can sense that I am not 
afraid of them, but that I respect 
them and have an indescribable 
empathy and love for them.”

 Whithers takes us on an early 
morning walk with the elephants. The 
animals meet us halfway but only have 
eyes for Whithers, whom they greet 
with a friendly sniffl e of trunks. As 
she touches and talks to each one, she 
tells of her most dangerous encounter, 
early on in her endeavours. She was 
nearly killed when cornered in a pen 
with a new, bewildered elephant but 
managed to hide in a space where he 
could not reach her and later escaped 

ELEPHANTS SENSE 
WHITHERS MEANS 
THEM NO HARM
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while a friend distracted the animal.
 “I was still pretty inexperienced 

at the time and would never place 
myself in such a situation now, but 
at the time I survived it and learnt a 
valuable lesson about respecting their 
moods and space," Whithers recalls. 
“Elephants are not only incredibly 
intelligent but also emotionally 
advanced, which means that their 
moods determine their behavior. At 
the park we are very sensitive to this 
and elephants interact with tourists 
on their own terms – of course they 
like the yummy fruit that is on offer 
at the interaction stations around 
the park and, when they are treated 
well, they are very social beings 
and like to interact with humans.”

The elephants’ good condition 
are obvious and can be witnessed at 
any time in the park, which not only 
offers day visits and walks with the 
elephants but also the opportunity 
of sleeping near them. The Knysna 
Elephant Park was the fi rst captive 
elephant operation of its kind in 
South Africa and the fi rst to name 
their management style a ‘controlled 
free range’ system, which means the 
ellies go where they please within 
a large open area with handlers in 
the vicinity at all times. As in the 
wild, the males and females are kept 
separate except when in must, when 
a couple would be separated and 
treated with some extra respect as 
they can be especially cantankerous. 

Since its launch in October 1994, the 
park has grown in leaps and bounds 
and Whithers has been called to assist 
elephants in distress across Southern 
Africa. The park is also home to the 
African Elephant Research Unit 
and its directors were founding 
members of the Elephant Managers 
and Owners Association as well as 
the Elephant Tourism Association.

The couple also owns a farm in the 
Eastern Cape, which is dedicated to 
the rehabilitation of elephants. It is 
not open to the public and serves as a 
refuge from where they can be placed 

in suitable centres following rescue.
Whithers' involvement with 

elephants is also the love story 
between her and Ian, for whom she 

worked as offi ce manager at his 
construction company. As a member 
of the local branch of the Wildlife and 
Environment Society of South Africa 
(Wessa), Ian was Whithers' kind of 

WHITHERS' FARM IS A REAL 
HAVEN FOR ELEPHANTS 

WHITHERS' 
INHERENT 
RAPPORT WITH 
ELEPHANTS IS 
LEGENDARY AND 
HAS EVEN 
EARNED HER 
THE TITLE OF 
‘ELEPHANT 
WHISPERER’

man and the pair’s mutual passion 
for animals not only brought them 
together but has also led to their joint 
pursuit of animal wellbeing ever since.

Not long after Ian’s business closed, 
a home was being sought for two 
elephants that had been saved from 
culling but had not adapted on the 
game farm where they were staying. 
The couple’s farm was certainly big 
enough, and Ian had always wanted 
to see elephants reintroduced in the 
area. His family had lived here for 
some 175 years and his memories 
were fi lled with stories by ancestors 
who had encountered elephants in 
the region. He had been part of the 
1994 attempt to reintroduce wild 
elephants to the Knysna forests, 
which proved unsuccessful, and then 
this opportunity presented itself. 
Whithers recalls how she met Harry 
and Sally, the park’s fi rst inhabitants:

“The elephants had not been eating 
and were visibly malnourished and 
lethargic. While I should have been 
intimidated by their size and my lack 
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and has been instrumental in 
developing a manual for others 
working with elephants.  

“Elephants are intelligent, 
soulful beings from whom I have 
learnt many life lessons,” Whithers 
points out. “They continue to 
thrill and fascinate me, and I will 
fi ght in their corner for as long as 
it is my privilege to do so.” 

SLEEP WITH THE 
ELEPHANTS 

 Knysna Elephant Park offers the 
unique experience of sleeping near 
the elephants. Cleverly set inside 
the boma where the animals sleep 
at night, the Elephant Lodge offers a 
sitting area and rooms overlooking 
the elephants’ sleeping pens. This 
unforgettable experience is an absolute 
must and will give you a glimpse of the 
individuals’ personalities and rhythms.

AFRICAN ELEPHANT 
RESEARCH UNIT 

 Identifying a serious lack of research 
on elephants in captivity, the Knysna 
Elephant Park launched the African 
Elephant Research Unit last year 
(2010) to particularly investigate 
husbandly and their welfare within 
their own particular environments. 
Headed by Dr Debbie Young, several 
volunteers record daily behavior 
patterns and investigate aspects such 
as their digestive systems, eating 
habits and interaction with tourists.
Knysna Elephant Park  +27 (0)44 532 
7732  www.knysnaelephantpark.co.za

“I knew very little about caring for 
elephants and it was a huge learning 
curve for me, but everything I have 
and will continue to learn is used 
again to the benefi t of other elephants 
and is therefore worthwhile.” 

The couple initially had no 
plans to open their elephant 
sanctuary to the public, but curious 
visitors often pitched to meet the 
elephants. Considering the costs 
of the elephants’ food bill, and the 
massive loan they had to pay off for 
the purchase of the elephants, eco 
tourism posed a viable income.

Through the years Whithers has 
kept records of her experiences 

of knowledge to handle them, my 
compassion for them was so great 
that nothing else mattered. I don’t 
know where it came from, but in 
an inspired moment I offered them 
fresh grass, which Sally accepted 
cautiously. In stead of invading their 
space, I let them come to me and I 
slowly started gaining their trust.” 

Whithers had initially intended 
spending two weeks on the Eastern 
Cape farm but eventually stayed 
months, taking the elephants for 
walks and establishing the deep bond 
that still exists between her and the 
two elephants who would become the 
leaders of an extended elephant herd. 

TREATED WELL, ELEPHANTS 
ARE VERY SOCIAL BEINGS
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WITH THE PRICE OF GOLD REACHING ALL-TIME HIGHS 
HOW CAN THE PRIVATE INVESTOR BENEFIT?

ALL THAT GLISTERS

LAST MONTH saw the price of gold 
rallying to a new all-time high - 
reaching more than $1500/oz. The 
new highs are a far cry from the late 
1990s when the price of gold dropped 
to a low point of around $250/oz. 

The gold price’s advance has 
seen it climb more than 10% in the 
year to date. What is driving the 
yellow metal’s massive advance 
in the last decade? And how can 
private investors benefi t? 

Gold demand on the up 
James Turk, founder of digital gold 
currency, GoldMoney believes the 
present day ‘gold rush’ is far from over. 

“Gold bull markets last for decades.  
The last one began in the early 1960s 
and went to the early 1980s.  Given 
that history, we can conclude that 
this bull market - only eight years 
old - still has a way to go,” he says. 

Several factors have been driving 
forward the gold price but of these 
the global uncertainty that has 
plagued much of the developed world 
has played a determining role.  

Gold’s status has a ‘safe haven’ and 
shield from infl ation makes it the 
investment of choice when economies 
and paper currencies get wonky - the 
purchasing power of gold nearly 
doubled during the Great Depression. 

Gold is also regarded as a powerful 
hedge against infl ation - while most 
currencies have weakened over 
time, gold has retained its value. 
According to the World Gold Council, 
in biblical times an ounce of gold 
bought 350 loaves of bread. Today, an 
ounce of gold still buys 350 loaves. 
This ability to preserve purchasing 
power in an infl ationary environment 
enables gold to act as a hedge against 
infl ation and currency weakness.

In the 1970s and early 1980s when 
infl ation rocketed, gold bullion buyers 
fl ocked to gold coins as protection 
against infl ation and Krugerrands 
were minted en masse to meet the 

WORDS BY MAIKE CURRIE
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demand. Now with infl ation on 
the up in emerging markets, most 
notably India and China, demand 
for gold is once again soaring. 

Other factors driving the surge 
in the gold price in recent years has 
been a growing demand for gold 
jewellery.  According to the World 
Gold Council the jewellery sector 
enjoyed a strong recovery in 2010, 
with annual demand 17 per cent 
higher than in 2009. Asian consumers 
drove demand, particularly in China 
and India with Chinese demand 
expected to continue to increase 

rapidly during 2011 as economic 
growth in China remains strong. 

Investment demand for gold has 
also risen signifi cantly and while 
demand in 2010 was down 2 per 
cent compared with 2009, it was 
the second highest year on record at 
1,333 tonnes, which equated to US$52 
billion. According to the World Gold 
Council, investment demand for gold 
as a foundation asset in investors 
portfolios globally is likely to remain 
strong, fuelled by ongoing uncertainty 
surrounding global economic 
recovery and fi scal imbalances, as 
well as fear of impending infl ationary 
pressures and currency tensions.

Meanwhile a structural shift in 
central bank policy towards gold 
meant that in 2010 central banks 
became net buyers of gold for the fi rst 
time in 21 years, removing a signifi cant 
source of supply to the market. 

Investing in gold
Of course, gold has long been the basis 
for South Africa’s relative prosperity 
with at least half a million South 

Africans relying on the gold mining 
industry.  But for those of us who don’t 
have Oppenheimer as our last name, 
and are not involved with the gold 
mining industry – there are several 
other ways to tap into gold’s rise. 

If you buy the argument that gold 
retains its value in times of economic 
instability when paper money is losing 
its buying power and credibility, 
then buying the physical metal 
would probably make most sense. 

The most obvious advantage 
of holding physical gold is that it 
gives you direct control over your 
investment, while certifi cate/paper/
share gold does not necessarily 
assume or ensure delivery of the 
physical metal to the investor.

 Krugerrands
Krugerrands are probably the best 
known of all the modern one-ounce 
gold bullion coins, readily available 
in large quantities and at lower prices 
than any other one-ounce bullion 
coins. More gold Krugerrands 
have been minted than all the other 
gold bullion coins put together. 

These tend to be a favourite for 
gold buyers looking to buy bargain 
bullion gold but having been issued en 
masse by the South African Chamber 
of Mines to promote South African 
gold from 1967, these coins are hardly 
a rarity and of little historic value. 
Mark-ups on these coins will vary 
depending on the product, although 
one ounce Krugerrands tend to carry 

GOLD IS 
A POWERFUL 
HEDGE 
AGAINST 
INFLATION

IN THE 1970S KRUGERRANDS 
WERE USED AS PROTECTION 

AGAINST INFLATION

P
H

O
T

O
 G

E
T

T
Y

IND18_042-044_Business.indd   43IND18_042-044_Business.indd   43 18/05/2011   16:1418/05/2011   16:14



44 JUNE 2011   INDWE

the highest mark-up over cost. 
It is relatively easy to buy 

Krugerrands as any coin dealer will be 
able to sell you any quantity you want. 
While an active market continues 
for Krugerrands, given the high 
storage and insurance costs that go 
with buying physical gold, gold coins 
have lost ground as an investment. 

 Shares
Perhaps a better way tapping into 
gold is to buy shares in gold mining 
companies such as AngloGold 
Ashanti, Harmony or Gold Fields, 
given some analyst fi ndings that 
the historical long term trend has 
been for a one per cent change 
in the price of gold to result in a 
three per cent move in the value of 
shares in gold-related companies. 

There are no guarantees that 
this will always be the case as the 

price of gold mining shares can be 
affected by other factors, such as 
the performance of the stock market 
in which the shares are listed. 

 ETFs 
An alternative to holding shares in 
gold mining companies is exchange-
traded funds (ETFs). These are 
relatively new investments but 
have enjoyed immense popularity. 
ETFs give investors the ability to 
gain exposure to the gold price in a 
cost-effective manner without the 
security risks of holding physical 
gold products. An example is Absa’s 
NewGold ETF which is listed on 
the JSE and tracks the gold price. 
The ETF has enjoyed interest from 
investors who can invest with a 
minimum investment of R1 000 
or a debit order of R300 a month 
through www.etfsa.co.za. 

HOW NOT TO BUY GOLD

The rise in gold prices over the last 
fi ve years is giving way to poor deals 
and in many cases, rip-offs. While 
lots of people think they should be 
buying gold, they fail to recognise 
that there are bad ways to buy the 
metal. Online gold bullion exchange, 
Bullionvault, highlight four of the worst 
ways of delving into the yellow metal:
1. Online auction sites: While this might 
seem like a bit of a no-brainer, eBay 
has seen a surge in gold-coin auctions 
as demand for physical metal has 
grown. The prices on online auction 
houses often out-strip true gold-market 
values – known as the "spot" gold price 
– by 25 per cent even for the plainest 
coins. Rarer gold coins are often bid 
up much higher as new investors lack 
knowledge about what they are buying. 
2. Newly minted “collectible” coins: 
So-called “collectible” coins can cost 
signifi cantly more than the actual value 
of the gold they contain. Yet modern 
commemorative coins rarely hold onto 
that extra premium, let alone extend it. 
3. “Rare” gold coins: Spotting a truly 
rare coin and knowing how much 
above the gold-content’s value it 
should cost takes experience and 
expertise. Take the time to build 
your knowledge and understanding 
before venturing into this market. 
4. Infl ated pricing: Over-charging by 
reputable-looking companies is a 
trap to snare unwary fi rst time gold 
buyers. To avoid paying high mark-
ups, simply check the current “spot” 
gold price online. For gold bullion 
coins, such as the Krugerrand, expect 
to pay any where between 7 per 
cent and 10 per cent above “spot” 
from a well-established dealer. 
Maike Currie is the author of The Search 
for Income, a book about investing for 
income available from amazon.co.uk
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WITH CAR MANUFACTURERS INCREASINGLY 
PRODUCING ECO-FRIENDLY VEHICLES, RAY LEATHERN 
TAKES A DEEP BREATH OF CLEAN AIR AND JOINS THE 

GREEN REVOLUTION

I DIDN’T THINK when I began in this 
business of writing about cars that 
very soon I’d be covering stories like 
an electric Rolls Royce Phantom, 
with two 145kW AC motors and 
a 96-cell Lithium-Nikel-Cobalt-
Magnesium-Oxide battery. I wanted 
to talk about V’s… 12, 10 or 8 would 
do, maybe twin-turbos thrown 
into the mix and a pile-driving 
soundtrack of valves and pistons.

But, those who don’t learn from 
the past are destined to repeat 
it, not so? And who wants to put 
their head in the sand and be the 
cerebral equivalent of Chrysler LLC 
when it comes to the new force of 
automotive technology: the electric 
car? We’re in the privileged position 
of watching the epoch shift happen 
everyday, right now. Just like those 
who were around when the Wright 
brothers set about perfecting 
fl ight more than a century ago.

High Voltage
At the tip of the electric spear is Tesla. 
Founded in 2003 and delivering 
road cars since 2008 - 1,500 Tesla 
Roadsters have been sold worldwide. 
Electrocuting performance, 0-100kph 
in 3.6 seconds comes standard 
but it’ll set you back an equally 
electrifying $100, 000, or about 
R900, 000 locally. The four door 
Tesla sedan, the Model S is the more 
keenly awaited offering though. 
Set to begin production in 2012 and 
be half the price of the Roadster.

Also playing on the premium, 
high voltage edge of the market is 
the Finnish built, Fisker Karma. A 
four door, grand tourer of sorts that 
also fi nds itself in the $100, 000 
price bracket. It will be production 
ready by the end of this year and is 
a plug-in hybrid, meaning it shares 
drive between a conventional, four-
cylinder petrol engine and an electric 

motor and batteries which top up 
by plugging into the wall socket. 

It also has a solar panel roof 
which generates a small amount of 
power (assuming it’s sunny) to add a 
handful of km’s to its range. On the 
batteries alone it has a theoretical 
range of 80km, but combined with 
the petrol motor; Fisker claim an 
economy fi gure of 2.5-litres/100km 
even if you drive sportily. It’ll 
accelerate to 100kph in 5.5 seconds.

Highbrow hybrids
Both the Fisker and the Tesla live in 
rather rarefi ed, or is that electrifi ed 
air. The Rolls Royce Phantom EX I 
mentioned earlier should cost double 
what a regular V12 costs, putting it 
somewhere near R6 million. Ouch. 
So what cheaper, conventional 
alternatives are there? At the moment 
Porsche in its Cayenne SUV, and 
Lexus in its GS sedan and RX SUV, 
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THE ELECTRIC ROLLS ROYCE 
PHANTOM, PICTURED AT ITS 
LONDON UNVEILING, WILL SET 
YOU BACK R6 MILLION
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 ALMOST AS CHEAP AS WALKING:

Daihatsu Charade - R119, 995 - 3.5-litres per 100km

Toyota Prius hybrid - R332, 700  - 3.6-litres per 100km

Peugeot 107 - R121, 500 - 3.7-litres per 100km

Honda Insight hybrid - R259, 900 - 3.9-litres per 100km

VW Golf VI BlueMotion - R266, 900 - 4.2-litres per 100km

(These fi gures are calculated over a real world 114km, urban and extra urban route. 

The VW Polo BlueMotion and Jazz hybrid have not yet been tested over this route.)  

Toyota claim the whole car is built 
in a more eco-friendly manner than 
ever before. Prices start at R332, 700.

Electric Avenue
But what about the new wave of 
fully electric, plug-in vehicles? The 
U.S. government claims that there 
will be 1.2 million full EV’s on U.S. 
roads by 2015. A claim I believe to 
be overly ambitious at this stage but 
the U.S. and several other European 
countries do offer substantial grants 
($7, 500) to electric vehicle buyers. 

No plans are in place yet in South 
Africa to follow suit with government 
support. We are however due for the 
current European car of the year, the 
Nissan LEAF, to be on show at this 
years Jo’Burg International Motor 
Show and to land on S.A. showrooms 
by 2012, at which point Nissan hope 
to have set up a cooperation with the 
Department of Trade and Industry. 
The Nissan LEAF has an 80kW 

will sell you something in the line of 
a “performance hybrid.” Not meant 
for out and out fuel saving but just to 
make the bits in between fast driving 
that bit more economical then they 
would normally be. These vehicles 
don’t come cheap either, however. 

For that you need to go to a Honda 
dealership, where you’ll fi nd the 
three cheapest hybrids in South 
Africa. They are meant, fi rst and 
foremost, to help you save fuel. In 
Honda speak they’re called IMA, 
or integrated motor assistance 

vehicles. The brand new R239, 900 
Jazz hybrid, the R259, 900 Prius 
competitor Insight hybrid and the 
R299, 900 sports coupe CRZ hybrid. 

IMA integrates one of Honda’s old 
generation 8-valve, petrol engines with 
a stop start system and some batteries 
but if we’re honest, in comparison 
to the higher tech Toyota Prius, they 
don’t quite cut the eco mustard. The 
Prius saves more fuel by having a 
higher tech 16-valve petrol engine. Its 
batteries and electric motor generate 
and regenerate more power and 

CLOCKWISE FROM THE TOP: 
THE CR-Z HYBRID; FISKER 
KARMA; OPTIMAL ENERGY 
JOULE; DAIHATSU CHARADE; 
GOLF BLUE MOTION AND 
TESLA MODEL S
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equivalent power output, from its 
AC motor and produces no CO2 
(from the tailpipe, anyway). It takes 
8 hours to recharge its lithium-ion 
batteries from a regular wall socket 
overnight or 30 minutes from a 
“quick charger.” 27, 000 units have 
been preordered world wide.

GM’s Chevrolet Volt also 
promised to be one of the fi rst, 
cresting the electric wave worldwide, 
however, GMSA are far less 
confi dent in its local relevance. 

“In the South African market, 
electric vehicles would prove to 
be too expensive, there are no 
government incentives in place 
to infl uence customer behaviour 
and demand would be very low. 
A further consideration would be 
the lack of adequate infrastructure 
to support these vehicles,” says 
Caroline Thomas, Product 
Communications Manager of GMSA.

Not brilliant news from their point 
of view then, hopefully Cape Town 
based company, Optimal Energy 
who launched their EV, the Joule, at 
the 2010 Geneva Motor show, and 
expect to be building them by 2014, 
weren’t listening. They claim the 
car and South Africa are ready for 
a fully electric car today. Testing is 
underway, however more money 
still needs to be found to make it 
production ready. Optimal Energy 
cannot say how much a Joule will cost 
when it does eventually go on sale.

Well, the fate of the electric vehicle 
in South Africa appears to be open 
ended at the moment. “No fate…, 
no fate but what we make.” Sound 
familiar? I got that from Terminator 
2 incase you were wondering. 
But despite the uncertainty, the 
prospect of never having to buy 
another tank of fuel is an exciting 
one, I’m sure you’ll agree. 

DONALD GREIG
S C U L P T U R E

 also available at  Charles Greig Jewellers 
 V & A Shopping Centre C. T.  Tel + 27 21 418 4515 | Sandton City   + 27 11 783 2714  
 Hyde Park Shopping Centre  + 27 11 325 4477 | The Palace, Sun City    + 27 14 557 3224

   

Donald Greig Gallery & Foundry,  West Quay Rd, V & A , Cape Town
Tel  + 27 21 418 0003 | e-mail   greig@intekom.co.za | www.donaldgreig.com
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Cullinan Diamonds (Pty) Ltd , Cullinan Diamond Mine , Cullinan

www.cullinandiamonds.co.za    |    info@cullinandiamonds.co.za

Tel: +27 12 734 2626
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THE VODACOM DURBAN JULY BRINGS THE COUNTRY TO 
A STANDSTILL EACH YEAR WITH ITS MIXTURE OF HORSES 
AND HIGH FASHION. INDWE EXPLORES WHY THE JULY IS 

SUCH A SPECIAL RACE

HORSE PLAY
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IT STARTED IN 1897 with just seven 
horses running a mile in front of 
about 3000 onlookers for a stake of 
500 sovereigns. From those humble 
beginnings the Vodacom Durban 
July has blossomed into Africa’s most 
important horse race and one of South 
Africa’s biggest fashion soireés. 

As Durban gears up for this 
year’s July at the iconic Greyville 
Racecourse, Indwe looks at the 
facts and fi gures that make the 
annual meeting of horses and 
high fashion one of the greatest 
occasions on the sports calender.

A Sense Of History
Horseracing in Durban stretches 
all the way back to 1844 when the 
Pietermaritzburg Turf Club held its 
fi rst event at Greyville – a meeting that 
featured fi ve races in all. While racing 
continued to take place in the area, it 
would be another 53 years before the 
Durban July was launched properly.

In March 1897 a group of local 
sportsmen and racing enthusiasts 
founded the Durban Turf Club, with 
its fi rst races taking place on 17 and 
20 July 1897. With about 300 people 
looking on, Campanajo won the 
Durban Turf Club Handicap, a race 
that would eventually grow into the 
Durban July we know and love today.

A Great Track Record
Horses and jockeys competing 
at the Greyville Racecourse have 
experienced many ups and downs 

over the years – quite literally. The 
extraordinary 2,200 metre pear-
shaped track runs uphill from 
the start to the 1,800m mark and 
then slopes gently downward for 
approximately the next 800m. To end 

the rollercoaster ride, it slants uphill 
again into the fl at 500m homestretch. 

Adding to the charm of 
Greyville is the fact that the track 

surrounds the Royal Durban Golf 
Club's Championship course.

A Right Royal Time
We all know the Royal Family loves a 
bit of horse racing. It shouldn’t come 

as a surprise, then, that Greyville is 
on the itinerary whenever British 
monarchs visit to South Africa. 
King George VI (portrayed by 

THE QUEEN HAS LOVED HER 
VISITS TO GREYVILLE
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Colin Firth in The King’s Speech) 
dropped by on 22 March 1947 
with Queen Elizabeth (the Queen 
mother) and their two princesses. 
Queen Elizabeth II loved her time 
at Greyville so much she returned 
in 1995, as Queen, only to be greeted 
by the foulest weather imaginable.

After months without rain, the 
heavens over Durban opened and 
it poured  relentlessly resulting 
in the loss of the racemeeting 
but not the royal visit, which 
went ahead as planned. 

Waving the fl ag for SA
To celebrate 10 years of democracy 
in 2004, all horses wearing ten in 
any race for the entire year, carried 
a South African fl ag incorporating 
the number 10 on their saddlecloth. 

To mark this milestone in style 
the Durban July that year was won 
by Greys Inn wearing, wouldn’t 
you just know it, the Number 10 

saddlecloth proudly emblazoned 
with the South African fl ag.

Your objection is duly noted
With so much of stake, those 
taking part in the July jostle for 
position with relish – even after 
they’ve crossed the fi nish line. 

In 1931  50/1 winner Agrippa 
was accused of crossing but the 
objection was overruled.

Similarly the objection laid against 
the winner, St. Seiriol, in 1945, 
for bumping and boring, came to 
nothing although the aptly named 
Gatecrasher wasn’t so lucky in 1975.

One of the most controversial races 
took place in 1994 when the objection 
lodged on behalf of Pas De Quoi which 
fi nished fi fth, against the winner 
Surfi ng Home, was upheld. At the 
300m mark, Surfi ng Home moved 
inwards forcing Pas De Quoi to check 
and switch out to obtain a clean run. 

To make matters worse Surfi ng 

FOLLOWERS OF FASHION

With its dizzying array of fancy frocks 
and bonnets, The Durban July is 
as well know for its fashion as it is 
for horse racing. A highlight of the 
July is the handing out of the Young 
Designer Award with budding stylists 
from across the country submitting 
storyboards to a panel of judges 
who then draw up a list of fi nalists.

This year’s theme of the Durban 
July is A Right Royal Affair, allowing 
for many royal threads with students 
interpretations ranging from Ice, 
Karoo and Ethnic Queens to a more 
detailed approach with rich fabrication 
and luxurious detail and design. 

“There is a defi nite trend towards 
daywear and shorter garments coming 
through and I’m very interested in 
seeing these designs as completed 
garments,” said Monica Holman, who 
is on the judging panel alongside 
top designers Kathrin Kidger, 
Terrence Bray and Sibu Msimang.

Winning the competition is a 
major boost to any young designer's 
career. Just ask the 2010 overall 
winner Sheena Unwin, who is 
now based in Cape Town working 
with designer Craig Port.

 “Taking part in this competition 
was great for my portfolio as well as 
a fantastic confi dence booster as I 
started to prepare my fi nal range at 
tech,” Unwin points out. “Not only 
is this competition a great platform 
for any young designer, but I also 
received plenty of media exposure 
which has been great for my CV.”

The overall winner will be announced 
on the day of the Vodacom Durban 
July on 2 July, and will win a prize 
including a fi ve-day trip to London 
to attend the 2012 Graduate 
Fashion Week, R10 000 in cash 
from Vodacom as well as additional 
prizes still under consideration.

LEFT: THE 
GREYVILLE 
RACECOURSE 
SURROUNDS A 
GOLF COURSE

IND18_053-058_Sport_NEW.indd   56IND18_053-058_Sport_NEW.indd   56 19/05/2011   16:0319/05/2011   16:03



COMMENTARY IN 16 LANGUAGES: 7 days a week, with buses 
departing every 15 minutes. Connects all popular attractions. 
Bus stops near hotels in the city, Sea Point and Camps Bay.

TICKETS from the main Ticket Office opposite the Two Oceans 
Aquarium or DISCOUNTED online at www.citysightseeing.co.za.
Tickets can also be purchased on the bus.

TheThe bestbest of Cape Townof Cape Town ... in 2 days
... in 2 days

     Red  City  Tour  via  Table Mountain
          Blue Mini Peninsula Tour via Kirstenbosch Gardens

TTel: +27 21 511 6000
www.citysightseeing.co.za

Redd CCCCCCiiiiitttttyyy ToTToT ur via

R10 Discount
on 1-Day Valid

Ticket on 
receipt
of your 

boarding pass
Cannot be used in conjunction with 

any other discounts on offer. 

City Tour to Table Mountain, Wine Tour, Township Visit and more.

2 KIDS UNDER 18 FREE 
WITH EVERY FULL-PAYING ADULT

ONLY Weekends, Public Holidays and School Holidays until end September 2011. 

         WINTER SPECIAL
2
W

         W       
GREAT 
DEAL!

INSPIRE AND REWARD DELEGATES AT EMPERORS PALACE. A DREAM VENUE  GUARANTEED TO 

IGNITE IMAGINATION AND EXCITE THE SENSES TO THE ABSOLUTE MAXIMUS.

Timeless classical sculptures and architectural masterpieces combine with every modern convenience offering a truly 
sublime experience. Our facilities cater from eight to 3 000 delegates, with a choice of 26 elegantly appointed venues 
fitted with state-of-the-art technology. At Emperors Palace, our consummate professionals ensure that your gathering 
will be an epic experience.

HIT THE JACKPOT WITH A DAY CONFERENCE DEAL…

Enjoy an “all-in” conference package from R395* pp. This hassle-free package includes venue, equipment, refreshments, 
lunch and free parking. Emperors Palace – meeting your demands in any event.

GROUP ACCOMMODATION NEEDN’T BE A SQUEEZE…

From as little as R495* pps, score more from your travel budget. Book a conference event and enjoy up to 44% discount 
on hotel accommodation for groups of 10 or more with free breakfast.

UNBEATABLE BENEFITS FOR CORPORATE PARTNERS…

Sometimes, business travel is bleak! Add the bling to your next trip at Emperors Palace. Here your partner stays free, you 
get free dinner and reduced care hire with Avis – you can’t fit much more into your briefcase. Sign-up now for these epic 
benefits!*

Whether it’s a local day conference or a national event – Emperors Palace has it all.                                              *Terms and conditions apply.

Win 1 of 
3 Apple iPads 

when you book a 

Day Conference 

Package held 

between 1 May 

and 31 July 2011

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO BOOK YOUR 
EPIC EVENT TODAY, CALL US ON:
Tel: +27 (0) 11 928 1055 or visit 

www.emperorspalace.com

Follow us on          @emperorspalace      

                                                           Find us on                      

p

                  @

Nestled at the mouth of the third largest canyon in the 
world, in an amphitheatre of rock, powering up towards the 
heavens, lush riverine forest caressed by crystal waters, 
a select symphony of natures creatures as witness, this is 
Moholoholo Ya Mati, “By the Water”.

Situated on the banks, and at the mouth of the Blyde River Canyon, surrounded by the 
mighty Drakensberg Mountains in the Lowveld of the Limpopo Province of South Africa.

Visit this magical venue and let us ease you through the best day of your lives. 
Experience a kaleidoscope of textures and materials in our rock and thatch chalets,
chapel and restaurant. Seductively placed within this paradise is a white marquee tent 
for slightly larger receptions. Through this myriad of architectural delight, flows beautiful
green lawns on fertile soils, interspersed with massive, age old, majestic Jackalberry
trees and friends.

Natural, and designed gardens mixed with indigenous flora, spiced in between with an
exotic, weave their way in and around structures, moulding a perfect backdrop for any
dream wedding day. Photo’s can be taken on a game drive vehicle, near a termite mound 
or acacia trees, with a variety of animals, making unique opportunities and memories of
a wedding in Africa.

Our well trained staff will see to your every need from beginning to end. Food to fill and 
service to match of highest quality. No task too big or too small, leaving you with a relax-
ing, stress free day to remember. Extra accommodation can easily be arranged for family
and friends in either our own or nearby lodges or bed and breakfasts of your choice. Let
us be of service to you, share your experience of a magic destination wedding with us.
For assistance with you destination, Moholoholo Ya Mati, Wedding in Africa, contact 
Marisa at our head office.

For more info contact Marisa Reinach
wCell: 084 511 3000 or 072 191 20024     E-mail:marisa@mmoholoholo.co.za    Website: wwww.moholoholo.co.za
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Home then shifted outwards at the 
100-metre mark resulting in Pas De 
Quoi being forced to check again and 
lose position. Space Walk, the second 
placed horse, was declared the winner. 

Lucky Number 13
The number 13 – unlucky for some, 
but not when you are talking about 
the Durban July. In 1960 a horse called 
Left Wing with 13 on his saddlecloth 
won the July. Astonishingly, its 
success followed the sterling 
performance of Springbok number 
13 Hennie van Zyl who, a week 
earlier scored two tries to win a Test 
match, which ended with the score 
13-0. And where did Van Zyl usually 
play for the Boks? Left wing. 
The 115th running of the Vodacom 
Durban July takes place at Greyville 
Racecourse on Saturday 2 July. 
More information can be found at 
www.vodacomdurbanjuly.co.za

LUCKY LEFT WING 
STRIDES HOME IN 
THE 1960 JULY
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[  R O O M  R A T E  ]

A CLASS ACT
THE MARINE HOTEL ALLOWS YOU TO ENJOY THE FINER 
THINGS IN LIFE, FINDS PIERRE DE VILLIERS

“OUR BARMAN makes 

the best mojitos in the 

whole of South Africa,” 

brags one of the workers 

at the Marine hotel in 

Hermanus shortly after 

we walk through the 

door. She’s not lying. 

Ten minutes later I’m 

sipping a fantastic 

cocktail amid some 

stylish but understated 

surroundings.

Staying at the Marine 

is all about enjoying the 

best life has to offer.  

The hotel’s location 

atop the cliffs within 

strolling distance of 

the sea is every bit as 

intoxicating as the drinks.  

The views from our 

suite – one of 42 luxury 

rooms – are truly 

magnifi cent, especially if 

you take in the coastline 

from your own private 

balcony. “If you look 

out the window there's 

nothing between you 

and the South Pole, 

other than 3,000 miles 

of ocean,” says our 

porter with a huge grin. 

Indeed, if you love the 

ocean, this is heaven.

A day of utter 

pampering starts at 

the Marine’s Carchele 

Beauty Spa where hot 

stones work their magic 

and knots built up over 

months melt away. Next 

to the spa is the hotel’s 

pristine, heated saltwater 

pool where waiters ensure 

your glass is never empty.

The attention to detail 

extends to the Marine’s 

world-class restaurants 

– the informal Pavilion 

and the fancier Seafood 

at the Marine. We choose 

the latter and tuck into 

seafood risotto, squid ink 

pasta and linefi sh kebab.

Then it’s back to the 

Sun Lounge for cocktails 

and up to our room where 

the sound of the waves 

breaking against rocks 

puts you out like a light. 

 The next morning as 

we enjoy breakfast on our 

balcony, a whale frolics 

in the waters close to the 

hotel. It really doesn’t get 

much better than this.

+ 27 28 313 1000

www.marine-hermanus.co.za
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[  R O O M  R A T E  ]

CENTRAL PERK
THE GARAMBA GUEST LODGE IS PUTTING THE DRC 
BACK ON THE SAFARI MAP, SAYS STEPHEN CUNLIFFE 

CENTRAL AFRICAN tourist 

destinations are few 

and far between, but 

world-class hotels and 

safari lodges are even 

thinner on the ground 

in this forgotten region. 

Thankfully, a Central 

African national park 

burst onto the safari 

scene with a lodge 

that rivals the best 

Africa has to offer.

Garamba Guest Lodge 

opened its doors to the 

public in June 2010 and 

is quite possibly the most 

magnifi cent property 

in all of the Congo. 

The luxury camp, 

comprising ten 

immaculate en suite 

chalets and an impressive 

central lodge building, 

was built by master 

craftsmen from Benin.  

The double rooms offer 

understated luxury 

and comfort, while the 

open-plan dining and 

lounge area has been 

impressively constructed 

of wood and glass.

The dining area opens 

onto a spacious veranda 

with heavy wooden 

tables and canvas chairs 

overlooking the perennial 

Dungu River. After an 

action-packed day 

exploring the park, it is 

perfect for a sundowner.

Rest your weary limbs 

between crisp Egyptian 

cotton sheets and, as 

you lie in bed listening 

to the sound of hippos 

munching grass right 

outside your window, the 

distant whoop of a hyaena 

or primordial roar of a 

lion will lull you to sleep.

Garamba is not an 

easy place to get to and 

only the most committed 

wildlife enthusiasts will 

undertake the arduous 

journey. The reward is 

the privilege of having 

one of Africa’s oldest and 

wildest national parks 

all to yourself. Garamba 

Lodge is offering an 

attractive opening 

special and throwing in 

game drives and walking 

safaris at no extra cost. 

For further information 

contact Nuria Ortega at 

infogaramba@gmail.com or 

nurigaramba@gmail.com
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[  R O O M  R A T E  ]

IT’S THE MURMUR of the 

water. The afternoon sun, 

the backlit lavender. It’s 

drowsily intoxicating, a 

quiet that drowns out 

life’s frantic pace. 

At Klein Oliphants 

Hoek in Franschhoek, 

nodding off on the stoep 

is quite acceptable, 

if not inevitable. The 

wide, accommodating 

seating area faces 

the setting sun and a 

spectacular view of the 

Drakenstein mountains 

and hotel gardens. 

The setting is 

introspective, the shady 

trees providing a cool 

enclave against the 

heat of the day. Seated 

here, time slows down. 

Much like it did in the 

1880s, when Klein 

Oliphantshoek was a 

mission, and life made 

time for contemplation. 

Italian owner Renata 

Gaggio fell in love with 

Klein Oliphants Hoek’s 

serenity and old-worldly 

atmosphere when she 

bought it a few years ago. 

Her sensitive upgrades 

left the hotel’s natural 

grace intact, with subtle, 

understated touches 

turning the girl next door 

into a double-take beauty. 

The result is luxurious 

elegance, impeccable 

Italian style with a hint of 

playfulness in the décor. 

A demand for 

traditional Italian food 

brought about a mixed 

menu. Everything is fresh, 

old-country authentic 

and specially sourced to 

satisfy their combined 

demanding palate. 

The result is an 

experience that, like the 

venue itself, forces you 

to slow down to savour 

every taste and sensation 

- lest you miss something. 

+27 21 876 2566

www.kleinoliphantshoek.co.za

A QUIET CORNER 
STAYING AT KLEIN OLIPHANTS HOEK MADE A RELAXED 
JACO WOLMARANS LOSE TRACK OF TIME
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[  T O U R I S M  U P D A T E  ]

FIVE ENDANGERED cheetahs, which 

were successfully relocated to the 

Hoedspruit Endangered Species 

Centre (HESC), will soon join a 

breeding programme.

The cheetahs (pictured above) 

where moved after South African 

National Parks (SANParks) 

projected that some of the cheetah 

in the Mountain Zebra National 

Park near Cradock in the Eastern 

Cape would have to be relocated 

to ensure the genetic integrity 

of the cheetah population as 

well as the park's ecosystem.

The fi ve cheetahs are now in 

quarantine before joining the other 

animals in the breeding programme. 

According to the founder of the 

HESC, Lente Roode, the cheetahs will 

add new bloodlines to current stock 

and assist in preventing in-breeding. 

“We aim to maintain a large 

enough gene pool to be able to 

prevent the cheetah from becoming 

extinct; however some of these 

cheetahs will also be released 

in areas where necessary."

TOP FLIGHT
THE OR Tambo International Airport has 

been named the best in Africa.

The Gauteng airport received 

the award at the Skytrax World 

Airport Awards held in Copenhagen 

recently. The results came from 

11.38 million survey questionnaires 

completed by people of over 100 

different nationalities in more than 

240 airports across the globe. 

IN VINO VERITAS
A NEW annual competition has been 

launched to encourage excellence in 

wine service and knowledge. 

The Bollinger Exceptional Wine 

Service Award aims to advance the 

interests of fi ne wine producers and  

those in wine sales and service in 

hotels, restaurants and wine bars.

The winning candidate will 

be announced at The Swartland 

Revolution in November.

CHEETAHS 
PROSPER
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Visit www.flyexpress.aero for domestic flights to Bloemfontein, Port Elizabeth, East London, Nelspruit, Kimberley, Hoedspruit, George, 
Johannesburg, Richards Bay, Cape Town, Durban, and regional flights to Lubumbashi, Gaborone, Windhoek, Walvis Bay and Maputo.   

SA Express is a proud member of the SAA Voyager programme.

You can’t use your 
cellphone but you can use 
the air time.
As a business professional, you can’t afford to waste time, which is why 
you work whenever and wherever you can – and why you want to get to 
meetings quickly and conveniently. With frequent flights, every day, to 
major destinations and smaller cities in Southern Africa, SA Express is 
the successful business choice, because we fly for you.
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Airline information
SA express fleet
Canadair Regional Jet 200 BER

De Havilland Dash 8 Series 300 Turboprop

De Havilland Dash 8 Series Q400 Turboprop

Canadair Regional Jet 700

Manufacturer: Bombardier

Maximum cruising speed: 
474 knots/545mph/879kmph

Engines: Two General 

Electric CF34-3B1

Range: 1,662miles/3,080km 

Maximum altitude: 
41,000ft/12,496m

Seating capacity: 50 

Crew: Two pilots, two crew

Wing span: 69ft 7in/21.21m

Overall length: 
87ft 10in/26.77m

Overall height: 20ft 5in/6.22m

Maximum take-off  weight: 
51,000lb/23,134kg 

Minimum runway length: 
6,295ft/1,919m

Manufacturer: Bombardier

Maximum cruising speed: 
285 knots/328mph/528kmph

Engines: Two Pratt & 

Whitney PW123E 

Turboprop engines range: 
1,250 miles/2,000km 

Maximum altitude: 
25,000ft/7,620m

Seating capacity: 50

Crew: Two pilots, two crew

Wing span: 90ft/27.4m

Overall length: 84ft 3in/25.7m

Overall height: 24ft 7in/7.49m

Maximum take-off  weight: 
43,000lb/19,505kg

Minimum runway length: 
3,775ft/1,150m

Manufacturer: Bombardier

Maximum cruising speed: 
360knots/414mph/667kmph

Engines: Two Pratt & Whitney 

Canada PW150A 

turboprop engines
Range: 1,565 miles/2,519km

Maximum altitude:
25,000ft/7,620m 

Seating capacity: 74

Crew: Two pilots, two crew

Wing span: 93ft 3in/28.42m

Overall length: 107ft 9in/32.83m

Overall height: 27ft 5in/8.34m

Maximum take-off  weight: 
64,500lb/29,257kg

Minimum runway length: 
4,580ft/1,396m

Manufacturer: Bombardier

Maximum cruising speed: 
473 knots/544mph/875kmph

Engines: Two General 

Electric CF34-8C5B

Range: 1,477m/2,794km 

Maximum altitude: 
41,000ft/12,496m

Seating capacity: 70 

Crew: Two pilots, two crew

Wing span: 76ft 3in/23.2m

Overall length: 
106ft 8in/32.51m

Overall height: 24ft 10in/7.57m

Maximum take-off  weight: 
72,750lb/32,999kg

Minimum runway length: 
4,580ft/1,396m

SA Express ’s 25 aircraft, made by Bombardier Aerospace
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Special meals
Passengers with special dietary requirements are pro-
vided for through the following special meals: kosher, 
halal, Muslim, Hindu, low-fat and vegetarian meals. 
Orders for special meals should be placed at the time 
of making fl ight reservations. The airline requires a 
minimum of 48 hours’ notice prior to departure in 
order to assist with confi rmation of requests.

Passengers requiring special attention
Requirements for unaccompanied minors (passengers 
under the age of 12 years) or passengers requiring 
wheelchairs should be stated at the time of making 
the reservation. Owing to the size of the cabins on our 
aircraft types, the airline is not in a position to carry 
stretcher passengers or incubators.

Cabin baggage
SA Express will accept one piece of cabin baggage 
not exceeding a total dimension of 115cm and 7kg 
in weight. For safety reasons, cabin baggage must fi t 
into approved stowage spaces: either the overhead 
luggage bin or under the seat. Owing to limited 
storage space in the aircraft cabin, cabin baggage 
may be placed in the Skycheck at the aircraft for hold 
stowage.

Skycheck
This is the airline’s special hand-luggage facility that 
assists with in-fl ight comfort, speedy boarding and 
disembarking. When boarding one of our fl ights, 
simply place any hand luggage that will not be re-
quired during the fl ight on to the Skycheck cart at the 
boarding steps of the aircraft. Your hand luggage will 
be waiting for you as you disembark from the aircraft 
at your destination.

Baggage liability 
Valuable items such as cameras and accessories, 
computers – including laptops and notebooks – 
mobile telephones, perfumes, aftershaves, colognes, 
legal and company documents and legal tender – 
including cash, credit cards and cheques – bullion, 
leather jackets, all types of jewellery and any 
other items with a value in excess of R400 must be 
removed from either checked-in or Skycheck baggage 
as the airline is not liable for loss or damage to these 
items. 

Verifi ed baggage claims are settled on the basis 
adopted by IATA (International Airlines Transport 
Association): payment of US$20 per 1kg of checked-in 
luggage, to a maximum of 20kg ($400).

SPECIAL SERVICESAbout us 
SA Express is a domestic and regional, passenger 
and cargo carrier established on 24 April 1994. 
SA Express has since become one of the fastest-
growing regional airlines in Africa.

As a regional airline with route networks covering 
major local and regional cities, SA Express plays a 
signifi cant role in the country’s hospitality, travel 
and tourism industry and is a vital contributor to 
the continent’s socio-economic development.

The airline’s head offi  ce is based at OR Tambo 
International Airport in Johannesburg. SA Express 
has a growing fl eet of 23 aircraft and implements 
technical maintenance for all its fl eet types there. 

SA Express vision
SA Express aims to become the most successful 
regional airline, providing the best service to our 
customers while optimising profi t.

We fl y for you

SA Express aims 
to give all 
passengers 
maximum service

SA Express acknowledges that its employees 
are its most important asset. To this eff ect, the 
company encourages interaction and sharing 
of company vision, information and goals at all 
levels. The airline also prides itself on its commit-
ment to the creation of a culture of transparency, 
integrity and teamwork that celebrates the 
contributions of its diverse workforce. 

We Fly For You 
SA Express Airways prides itself on aiming 
to off er incomparable service standards. In 
addition to building on our motto to express 
excellence and consistently striving to provide 
the best service, we know that “you” is the most 
important word in our airline. SA Express proudly 
launched its new brand on 2 December 2009 at 
OR Tambo International Airport. The new brand 
is set to ensure that it’s distinctive and positioned 
to build awareness and affi  nity in the domestic 
and regional markets. 

The new proposition “We Fly for You” is set to 
position SA Express as a premier intra-regional 
African brand. The main objective of the re-brand 
is to ensure that SA Express is distinctive yet still 
aligned to the country’s mainline carrier. 

SA Express’s unique positioning as an airline that 
provides a bespoke, personalised travel experi-
ence was the rationale behind the proposition 
“We Fly for You”. The new brand mark is in line 

with the symbol and colours of the national fl ag, 
encouraging national pride. The new brand will 
be applied to all brand touch-points throughout 
the operation as well as the staff  uniform. 

Awards
SA Express has won the AFRAA
Regional Airline of the Year Award at the end 
of 2009, and the Allied and Aviation Business 
Corporate Award. Our airline was also the recipi-
ent of the Annual Airline Reliability Award from 
Bombardier at the end of 2007. Other previous 
awards include the International Star Quality 
Award, which indicates our commitment to 
service excellence, while our prominence as one 
of the top 500 best managed companies is proof 
of our success as a business.

Onboard service 
The airline’s onboard service is unique and off ers 
passengers a variety of meals or snacks. The 
airline pioneered its unique meal-box concept, 
and meal choices are frequently updated and de-
signed using balanced food criteria: appearance, 
taste and nutritional value. Passengers can also 
enjoy a wine and malt service on specifi ed fl ights 
as well as refreshments on all fl ights.

Our customers can expect a safe, comfortable, 
quality air-travel experience, with the added ben-
efi ts of frequency, reliability, on-time departures 
and unmatched value for money. 

Safety fi rst Rigorous adherence to national and 
international standards to ensure safe and comfortable 
air travel.

Service before self Meeting and exceeding 
customer and employee expectations through caring and 
high standards of service excellence. Both internal and 
external communication need to be in line with service 
delivery in total transparency.

Performance-driven Implementation of a well-
defi ned strategy and clearly articulated corporate and 
individual objectives to meet performance targets and 
ensure our growth. 

Self-development Proactive learning and develop-
ment targeted to meet the challenging demands of our 
jobs and holistic individual growth, as well as to promote 
business performance. 

Accountability and integrity Taking ownership 
of both responsibility and follow-through, with a commit-
ment to the highest ethical and professional standards. 

Passion We have a passion for the “SA Express way”. 
Work is delivered with enthusiasm and a desire for excel-
lent performance. Success is rewarded, recognised and 
celebrated in a fun and exciting manner in our everyday 
interaction. 

Vision & values
CORE VALUES
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DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC OF CONGO
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ZAMBIA

MOZAMBIQUE
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UNITED REPUBLIC
OF TANZANIA
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NAMIBIA
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SWAZILAND
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HOEDSPRUIT

KRUGER MPUMALANGA
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MAPUTO
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WALVIS 
BAY

WINDHOEK
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KIMBERLEY

BLOEMFONTEIN

SWAKOPMUND

OUDTSHOORN

RUSTENBURG

LUBUMBASHI

KINSHASA

JOHANNESBURG

ST LUCIA

Route map

Health regulations
Health regulations at certain airports 
require that the aircraft cabin be 
sprayed. The spray is harmless, but if 
you think it might aff ect you, please 
cover your nose and mouth with a 
handkerchief.

Remain seated
As a safety precaution, passengers 
are requested to remain seated with 
seatbelts fastened after the aircraft has 
landed, until the seatbelt sign has been 
switched off  by the captain.

Portable electronic 
equipment
Passengers are requested not to use 
any electronic equipment on board 
the aircraft as it may interfere with its 

avionics system. Heart pacemakers, 
hearing aids, clocks, watches, timers 
and medical equipment approved for 
use in aircraft, however, may be used 
without restrictions.

Cellular telephones
Cellular telephones may be used on 
the ground while passenger doors 
are open. Cellular telephones, smart-
phones or any device with fl ight mode 
must be switched off  as soon as the 
cabin doors are closed and when the 
senior cabin-crew member makes an 
announcement on the public-address 
system. 

Laptop computers
Laptop computers (excluding CD-
Roms), handheld calculators, electric 

shavers and portable personal listening 
devices may not be used on the ground 
during taxi but may be used during 
the fl ight when the seatbelt signs are 
switched off  and with permission from 
the captain.

Should circumstances dictate other-
wise, a public-address announcement 
cancelling this concession will be made 
by a crew member.

Prohibited equipment
Portable printers, laser pointers, video 
equipment, CB/AM/FM/FHF/satellite 
receivers, two-way radios, compact 
disc and mini-disc players, scanners, 
remote-controlled toys and power 
converters are prohibited for use at 
any time.

Safety pamphlet
Read the safety pamphlet in the seat 
pocket in front of you and take note 
of your nearest emergency exit. 
 
Smoking
In accordance with international 
trends, smoking is not permitted on 
board any SA Express or Congo Express 
fl ights. 
 
Seat belts
Please fasten your seat belt whenever 
the seat belt signs are illuminated. For 
your own safety we suggest that you 
keep it fastened throughout the fl ight.

Important
When in doubt, please consult our 
cabin crew.

Safety information

For your comfort 
and security, 
please comply 
with the above 
safety regulations 
at all times while 
on board SA 
Express aircraft

SA Express:
Johannesburg
Bloemfontein
Cape Town 
Durban 
East London 
Gaborone 
George
Hoedspruit
Kimberley
Lubumbashi
Maputo
Nelspruit
Port Elizabeth
Richards Bay
Walvis Bay
Windhoek

Congo Express:
Lubumbashi
Kinshasa

INDWE  JUNE 2011 71

IND18_069-074_SAE_4.indd   71IND18_069-074_SAE_4.indd   71 19/05/2011   14:1619/05/2011   14:16



SA EXPRESS

RESERVES THE RIGHT TO CHANGE, SUSPEND OR AMEND THIS PUBLISHED SCHEDULE  WITHOUT PRIOR NOTIFICATION
EVERY EFFORT WILL BE MADE TO OPERATE AS PER THE PLANNED SCHEDULE

FLIGHT SCHEDULE 

JOHANNESBURG - BLOEMFONTEIN BLOEMFONTEIN - JOHANNESBURG
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S

SA 1001 06:10 07:10 01:00 CR2 SA 1016 06:25 07:30 01:05 DH4
SA 1011 07:30 08:30 01:00 CR2 SA 1028 07:40 08:45 01:05 DH4
SA 1003 08:00 09:05 01:05 DH4 SA 1002 07:50 08:50 01:00 CR2
SA 1003 08:00 09:15 01:15 DH3  SA 1010 09:35 10:35 01:00 CR2
SA 1005 09:30 10:30 01:00 CR2 SA 1004 09:45 10:50 01:05 DH4
SA 1021 10:15 11:20 01:05 DH4 SA 1004 09:45 11:00 01:15 DH3       
SA 1019 11:35 12:40 01:05 DH4 SA 1006 11:30 12:30 01:00 CR2
SA 1007 12:25 13:40 01:15 DH3      SA 1022 11:55 13:00 01:05 DH4
SA 1007 12:35 13:50 01:15 DH3  SA 1020 13:20 14:25 01:05 DH4
SA 1017 13:40 14:40 01:00 CR2 SA 1008 14:50 16:05 01:15 DH3
SA 1009 14:40 15:45 01:05 DH4 SA 1018 16:10 17:15 01:05 DH4      
SA 1009 14:55 16:00 01:05 DH4 SA 1012 16:30 17:35 01:05 DH4
SA 1013 16:25 17:40 01:15 DH3 SA 1014 18:10 19:25 01:15 DH3
SA 1025 18:20 19:25 01:05 DH4 SA 1026 19:40 20:45 01:05 CR2

JOHANNESBURG - KIMBERLEY KIMBERLEY - JOHANNESBURG
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1101 05:55 07:20 01:25 DH3 SA 1102 07:50 09:15 01:25 DH3
SA 1103 08:50 10:15 01:25 DH3 SA 1104 10:40 12:05 01:25 DH3
SA 1113 12:40 14:05 01:25 DH3 SA 1114 14:30 15:55 01:25 DH3
SA 1109 13:10 14:35 01:25 DH3 SA 1110 15:05 16:30 01:25 DH3
SA 1105 15:40 16:45 01:05 CR2 SA 1106 17:20 18:25 01:05 CR2
SA 1107 17:45 19:10 01:25 DH3 SA 1108 19:40 21:05 01:25 DH3

JOHANNESBURG - HOEDSPRUIT HOEDSPRUIT - JOHANNESBURG
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1225 10:30 11:45 01:15 DH3 SA 1226 12:15 13:30 01:15 DH3
SA 1221 12:20 13:20 01:00 CR2   SA 1222 14:00 15:15 01:15 DH3      
SA 1221 12:20 13:35 01:15 DH3      SA 1222 14:15 15:15 01:00 CR2   

JOHANNESBURG - KRUGER MPUMALANGA (NELSPRUIT) KRUGER MPUMALANGA (NELSPRUIT) - JOHANNESBURG
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1261 08:10 09:20 01:10 DH3 SA 1262 09:45 10:55 01:10 DH3
SA 1265 14:00 15:10 01:10 DH3 SA 1266 15:50 17:00 01:10 DH3  
SA 1265 16:00 17:10 01:10 DH3  SA 1266 17:50 19:00 01:10 DH3  
 
JOHANNESBURG - EAST LONDON EAST LONDON - JOHANNESBURG
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1401 07:30 09:00 01:30 CR2 SA 1404 10:50 12:20 01:30 CR2      
SA 1403 08:45 10:15 01:30 CR2      SA 1404 11:25 12:55 01:30 CR2
SA 1403 09:15 10:45 01:30 CR2   SA 1406 14:00 15:30 01:30 CR2      
SA 1407 13:00 14:30 01:30 CR2 SA 1408 15:05 16:35 01:30 CR2      
SA 1409 18:05 19:35 01:30 CR7 SA 1410 20:05 21:30 01:25 CR7
SA 1409 18:05 19:50 01:45 DH4      SA 1410 20:25 22:10 01:45 DH4      

JOHANNESBURG - DURBAN DURBAN - JOHANNESBURG
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1445 20:10 21:20 01:10 CR7 SA 1446 21:35 22:45 01:10 CR2
SA 1445 20:10 21:20 01:10 CR2 SA 1446 21:35 22:45 01:10 CR7

SA 1446 19:20 20:30 01:10 CR7

JOHANNESBURG - PORT ELIZABETH PORT ELIZABETH - JOHANNESBURG
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1453 07:55 09:30 01:35 CR7 SA 1454 10:20 11:55 01:35 CR7
SA 1457 17:35 19:10 01:35 CR7  SA 1458 19:40 21:15 01:35 CR7

JOHANNESBURG - GEORGE GEORGE - JOHANNESBURG
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1501 06:50 08:40 01:50 CR7 SA 1502 09:10 10:50 01:40 CR7
SA 1503 09:15 11:30 02:15 DH4  SA 1504 12:00 14:10 02:10 DH4   
SA 1503 09:15 11:05 01:50 CR7 SA 1504 11:40 13:20 01:40 CR7
SA 1515 11:20 13:10 01:50 CR7 SA 1516 13:50 15:30 01:40 CR7  
SA 1505 12:35 14:25 01:50 CR7 SA 1506 14:55 16:35 01:40 DH4
SA 1507 13:25 15:20 01:55 CR2 SA 1506 16:00 17:50 01:50 CR2
SA 1513 14:30 16:20 01:50 CR7 SA 1514 17:00 18:40 01:40 CR7
SA 1509 15:15 17:05 01:50 CR7 SA 1510 17:45 19:25 01:40 CR7
  
JOHANNESBURG - RICHARDS BAY RICHARDS BAY - JOHANNESBURG
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1601 06:05 07:30 01:25 DH3 SA 1616 06:50 08:20 01:30 DH3
SA 1613 07:55 09:20 01:25 DH3  SA 1602 08:00 09:30 01:30 DH3
SA 1613 08:35 10:00 01:25 DH3 SA 1620 09:30 11:00 01:30 DH3
SA 1603 09:55 11:20 01:25 DH3 SA 1614 10:10 11:40 01:30 DH3
SA 1605 13:50 15:15 01:25 DH3  SA 1614 10:40 12:10 01:30 DH3
SA 1607 16:40 18:05 01:25 DH3 SA 1604 11:50 13:20 01:30 DH3
SA 1611 17:20 18:45 01:25 DH3 SA 1606 15:45 17:15 01:30 DH3  
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Domestic fl ights

DURBAN - EAST LONDON EAST LONDON - DURBAN
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1301 06:00 07:25 01:25 DH3 SA 1302 07:50 09:05 01:15 DH3
SA 1309 09:00 10:25 01:25 DH3 SA 1310 11:00 12:15 01:15 DH3
SA 1303 09:35 11:00 01:25 DH3 SA 1304 11:25 12:40 01:15 DH3
SA 1305 13:10 14:35 01:25 DH3 SA 1306 15:05 16:20 01:15 DH3
SA 1307 16:45 18:10 01:25 DH3 SA 1308 18:45 20:00 01:15 DH3

 
DURBAN - PORT ELIZABETH PORT ELIZABETH - DURBAN
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1330 06:00 07:20 01:20 CR2 SA 1343 06:20 07:40 01:20 CR2
SA 1344 08:05 09:25 01:20 CR2 SA 1331 07:55 09:15 01:20 CR2
SA 1334 09:45 11:05 01:20 CR2 SA 1349 08:25 09:45 01:20 CR2
SA 1346 10:15 11:35 01:20 CR2 SA 1333 09:55 11:15 01:20 CR2
SA 1336 12:00 13:20 01:20 CR2      SA 1335 11:15 12:35 01:20 CR2
SA 1338 13:10 14:35 01:25 CR2 SA 1345 11:55 13:15 01:20 CR2
SA 1350 14:00 15:20 01:20 CR2 SA 1337 14:05 15:25 01:20 CR2
SA 1340 17:00 18:20 01:20 CR2 SA 1339 15:10 16:30 01:20 CR2
SA 1342 17:40 19:00 01:20 CR2 SA 1351 15:50 17:10 01:20 CR2
SA 1348 19:50 21:10 01:20 CR2 SA 1347 17:50 19:10 01:20 CR2

DURBAN - CAPE TOWN CAPE TOWN - DURBAN
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA  1850 06:10 08:20 02:10 CR2 SA 1853 08:50 10:50 02:00 CR2
SA  1854 11:20 13:25 02:05 CR2 SA 1857 14:00 16:00 02:00 CR2
SA  1858 16:30 18:40 02:10 CR2 SA 1859 19:10 21:10 02:00 CR2
SA  1850 06:10 08:20 02:10 CR7 SA 1853 08:50 10:50 02:00 CR7
SA  1854 11:20 13:25 02:05 CR7 SA 1857 14:00 16:00 02:00 CR7
SA  1858 16:30 18:40 02:10 CR7 SA 1859 19:10 21:10 02:00 CR7
SA  1862 07:30 09:40 02:10 CR7 SA 1863 10:20 12:20 02:00 CR7
SA  1868 13:40 15:45 02:05 CR7 SA 1869 16:20 18:20 02:00 CR7
SA  1864 08:30 10:40 02:10 CR7 SA 1865 11:10 13:10 02:00 CR7

CAPE TOWN - BLOEMFONTEIN BLOEMFONTEIN - CAPE TOWN
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1081 06:00 07:30 01:30 CR2 SA 1082 08:05 09:50 01:45 CR2
SA 1091 08:00 09:30 01:30 CR2 SA 1092 10:15 12:00 01:45 CR2
SA 1073 10:20 11:50 01:30 CR2 SA 1074 12:30 14:15 01:45 CR2
SA 1093 12:00 13:30 01:30 CR2 SA 1094 14:00 15:45 01:45 CR2
SA 1085 16:15 17:45 01:30 CR2 SA 1017 15:10 16:55 01:45 CR2
SA 1095 17:05 18:35 01:30 CR2 SA 1086 18:25 20:10 01:45 CR2
SA 1083 17:30 19:00 01:30 CR2 SA 1096 19:05 20:50 01:45 CR2

CAPE TOWN - EAST LONDON EAST LONDON - CAPE TOWN
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1371 06:00 07:25 01:25 CR2 SA 1372 08:05 09:45 01:40 CR2
SA 1361 08:45 10:10 01:25 CR2      SA 1360 09:35 11:15 01:40 CR2
SA 1365 10:05 11:30 01:25 CR2     SA 1362 10:45 12:25 01:40 CR2       
SA 1365 10:10 11:35 01:25 CR2  SA 1362 10:50 12:30 01:40 CR2       
SA 1377 12:00 13:25 01:25 CR2 SA 1366 12:05 13:45 01:40 CR2
SA 1363 13:00 14:25 01:25 CR2 SA 1378 13:55 15:40 01:45 CR2
SA 1367 14:15 15:40 01:25 CR2 SA 1364 15:00 16:45 01:45 CR2  
SA 1375 17:20 18:50 01:30 CR2      SA 1364 15:05 16:45 01:40 CR2  
SA 1369 18:25 19:50 01:25 CR2 SA 1368 16:10 17:50 01:40 CR2

SA 1376 19:15 21:00 01:45 CR2
SA 1370 20:25 22:05 01:40 CR2

CAPE TOWN - PORT ELIZABETH PORT ELIZABETH - CAPE TOWN
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1801 06:00 07:10 01:10 CR2 SA 1802 07:45 09:05 01:20 CR2
SA 1805 06:30 07:40 01:10 CR2 SA 1806 08:20 09:40 01:20 CR2
SA 1803 07:00 08:10 01:10 CR2 SA 1804 08:50 10:10 01:20 CR2
SA 1807 08:10 09:20 01:10 CR2 SA 1808 10:10 11:30 01:20 CR2
SA 1813 09:35 10:45 01:10 CR2       SA 1814 11:40 13:00 01:20 CR2
SA 1813 09:40 10:50 01:10 CR2  SA 1812 12:10 13:30 01:20 CR2      
SA 1809 12:30 13:40 01:10 CR2 SA 1816 14:15 15:35 01:20 CR2      
SA 1811 13:30 14:40 01:10 CR2 SA 1824 15:10 16:35 01:25 CR2   
SA 1823 14:45 15:55 01:10 CR2 SA 1824 15:15 16:35 01:20 CR2      
SA 1827 16:05 17:15 01:10 CR2 SA 1826 16:40 18:00 01:20 CR2
SA 1829 17:45 19:00 01:15 CR2 SA 1832 18:00 19:20 01:20 CR2
SA 1831 18:30 19:40 01:10 CR2 SA 1834 19:05 20:25 01:20 CR2      

SA 1834 19:10 20:30 01:20 CR2  
SA 1830 19:30 20:55 01:25 CR2
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FLIGHT SCHEDULE Regional fl ights

FLIGHT SCHEDULE Congo fl ights

CONGO EXPRESS

EQUIPMENT OPERATED BY SA EXPRESS
SA EXPRESS RESERVES THE RIGHT TO CHANGE, SUSPEND OR AMEND THIS PUBLISHED SCHEDULE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTIFICATION
EVERY EFFORT WILL BE MADE TO OPERATE AS PER THE PLANNED SCHEDULE

KINSHASA - LUBUMBASHI LUBUMBASHI - KINSHASA
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
XZ 102 07:45 11:15 02:30 CR2  XZ 103 12:25 13:45 02:20 CR2
XZ 104 13:10 16:40 02:30 CR2   XZ 105 17:20 18:40 02:20 CR2   
XZ 108 14:30 18:00 02:30 CR2 XZ 109 18:40 20:00 02:20 CR2

JOHANNESBURG - WALVIS BAY WALVIS BAY - JOHANNESBURG
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1701 11:30 13:45 02:15 CR7   SA 1702 14:15 16:25 02:10 CR7   
SA 1701 11:25 13:40 02:15 CR7 SA 1702 14:30 16:20 02:10 CR7   
SA 1703 13:15 15:25 02:10 CR2 SA 1704 16:00 18:05 02:05 CR2

JOHANNESBURG - WINDHOEK WINDHOEK - JOHANNESBURG
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1731 06:15 08:15 02:00 CR2 SA 1732 08:55 10:55 02:00 CR7
SA 1735 17:00 19:00 02:00 CR2 SA 1736 19:40 21:40 02:00 CR2

JOHANNESBURG - GABORONE GABORONE - JOHANNESBURG
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1761 06:10 07:15 01:05 DH3 SA 1762 07:40 08:45 01:05 DH3  
SA 1771 08:35 09:30 00:55 DH4 SA 1762 07:55 08:45 00:50 CR2      
SA 1763 09:25 10:30 01:05 DH3 SA 1772 10:20 11:15 00:55 DH4
SA 1775 11:35 12:20 00:45 DH4  SA 1764 11:05 12:10 01:05 DH3
SA 1775 11:55 12:50 00:55 DH4  SA 1776 13:15 14:10 00:55 DH4  
SA 1775 12:00 12:55 00:55 DH4   SA 1776 13:30 14:25 00:55 DH4    
SA 1765 14:15 15:20 01:05 DH3 SA 1776 13:35 14:30 00:55 DH4   
SA 1783 15:55 16:50 00:55 DH4  SA 1776 14:05 15:00 00:55 DH4    
SA 1767 17:25 18:30 01:05 DH3 SA 1766 15:45 16:50 01:05 DH3
SA 1769 19:30 20:20 00:50 CR2 SA 1784 17:25 18:20 00:55 DH3   

SA 1768 19:05 20:10 01:05 DH3

JOHANNESBURG - LUBUMBASHI LUBUMBASHI - JOHANNESBURG
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1797 08:55 11:15 02:20 CR7  SA 1798 12:15 14:45 02:30 CR2  

CAPE TOWN - WALVIS BAY WALVIS BAY - CAPE TOWN
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1721 10:15 12:25 02:10 CR2   SA 1722 13:10 15:10 02:00 CR2   
SA 1723 13:15 15:25 02:10 CR2  SA 1724 16:00 18:10 02:10 CR2  

CAPE TOWN - WINDHOEK WINDHOEK - CAPE TOWN
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1751 07:50 09:55 02:05 CR2      SA 1752 06:55 09:00 02:05 CR2  
SA 1753 11:00 13:05 02:05 CR2 SA 1752 10:40 12:45 02:05 CR2
SA 1751 15:45 17:50 02:05 CR2  SA 1754 13:50 15:55 02:05 CR2     
SA 1755 16:15 18:20 02:05 CR2      SA 1756 19:45 21:50 02:05 CR2      

CAPE TOWN - MAPUTO MAPUTO - CAPE TOWN
FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S FLT NO DEP ARR FLT TIME A/C M T W T F S S
SA 1785 09:30 11:55 02:25 CR2 SA 1786 12:45 15:20 02:35 CR2
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Visit www.flyexpress.aero for domestic flights to Bloemfontein, Port Elizabeth, East London, Nelspruit, Kimberley, Hoedspruit, George, 
Johannesburg, Richards Bay, Cape Town, Durban, and regional flights to Lubumbashi, Gaborone, Windhoek, Walvis Bay and Maputo.   

Feel like 
royalty in the 
kingdom of 
the lion.

EXPRESS BREAK
EXPERIENCE IT

SA Express is a proud member of the SAA Voyager programme.

10
11

78

Room Type - Standard Suites

Five Star Lodges  All meals 01 Feb 11 - 15 Dec 11 JNB HDS -JNB FROM R14,240.00
Thornybush Game Lodge
Shumbalala Game Lodge 
Simbambili Game Lodge 

Four Star Lodges All meals 01 Feb 11 - 15 Dec 11 JNB HDS -JNB FROM R9,432,00 
Chapungu Luxury Tented Camp  
Sendorella  Lodge 
Waterbuck
n`Kaya Lodge

INCLUDES: Return airfares ex Johannesburg to Hoedspruit EXCLUDES: All airport taxes

R20.00 per person

Meal Plan Validity Routing 3 Night Package
Per Person

All rates are subject to availability
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Nestled in the heart of Kliptown, the hotel offers delectable cuisine, luxurious 
accommodation and soulful jazz with a distinct cultural flavour, intermingled with 
contemporary flair. This gem instills a sense of pride and nostalgia, captured by the eclectic 
collection of jazz and historical memorabilia which form the backdrop of the hotel’s stylish 
interior décor.

To the most experienced and discerned traveler - Kliptown is by far the most authentic and 
unique destination in a township setting, amass with arts, history and culture dating back 
136 years ago.

The Soweto Hotel on Freedom Square…
the hotel of choice for the discerning individual

Come chat to us at Indaba 2011, Durban ICC - Stand C005

To the most experienced traveler...

This 4-star hotel offers:
• 48 x Twin & Deluxe rooms
• 2 x King Presidential Suites
• 1 x Queen Paraplegic Room
• State of the art boardroom  
 facilities (14-seater)
With
• DSTV
• Direct Dial Telephone
• Hair Dryer
• Room service (18 hours)

Experience Soweto in style!

The Soweto Hotel on Freedom Square will be sharing a stand with Abang 
Travel & Trust at Indaba, Durban 2011. They are the first responsible tourism 

operator in South Africa and offer a wide variety of fun and responsible 
tours; from the normal highlights to the more off the beaten track 

opportunities.

Call us on: +27 11 527 7300
Email us: reservations@sowetohotel.co.za

Search: www.sowetohotel.co.za 
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et
SUR LES PAS DES MARCHANDS ARABES UNE 

AVENTURE EN KAYAK DE MER À LA DÉCOUVERTE 
DES EAUX CALMES ET TURQUOISE DU 
MOZAMBIQUE AUTOUR DE ÎLE D’IBO.

 TEXTE ET PHOTOGRAPHIE PAR RICHARD HOLMES

PAGAIES

PALMIERS
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LE MUEZZIN appelle à la prière en ces 
derniers jours de Ramadan. Sa voix 
retentit dans les haut-parleurs de l’île 
d’Ibo et résonne à travers les ruelles 
en ruines. Des arbres poussent dans 
l’embrasure des portes et leurs racines 
envahissent les anciennes maisons des 
négociants portugais.

Sur Ibo, dans l’archipel des 
Quirimbas à la pointe nord du 
Mozambique, le temps semble 
s’être arrêté dans les années 70, aux 
premières heures de l'indépendance, 
quand les étrangers fuirent ou furent 
chassés du pays. On leur donna 
24 heures pour partir, laissant derrière 
leur vie et leur gagne-pain.

« Allahu akbar ! » L'appel du 
muezzin me ramène au présent. Les 
expulsions des années 70 ne sont 
plus qu'un vieux souvenir, une des 
nombreuses cicatrices de l'histoire 
mouvementée d'Ibo. Les mosquées 
de l’île rappellent l’époque où les 
marchands arabes contrôlaient ces eaux. 
Ils arrivaient avec l’Islam et l’ambre gris 
et repartaient avec les alizés, chargés 
d’or, d’ivoire et parfois d’esclaves.

Les Portugais sont aussi passés 
par là. Expulsant les Arabes, ils ont 
assis leur position grâce au fort de São 
João Batista. Les canons se sont tus 
depuis longtemps, mais les épais murs 
blanchis à la chaux de la forteresse 
en étoile protègent toujours un des 
trésors de l'île.

Ibo est réputée pour ses orfèvres, 
depuis l'époque des premiers 
marchands musulmans, il y a plus 
de 800 ans, dit-on. Dans la fraîcheur 
des pierres du fort, une dizaine de 
bijoutiers façonnent patiemment 
l’argent fondu en fi ns anneaux, tandis 
que dans la vieille cuisine un artisan 
buriné fait chauffer avec un souffl et 
bricolé le petit four pour fondre 
l’argent brut.

Les bijoux aux fi ns fi ligranes 
provenaient à l’origine de pièces 
portugaises coloniales, fondues en 

délicats bracelets, bagues et colliers. 
Aujourd’hui, l’argent est importé 
d’Afrique du Sud. Un peu moins 
romantique certes, mais la qualité du 
travail demeure excellente.

C’est cette histoire vivante qui 
attire la plupart des visiteurs à Ibo. 
Ici, on se tient à l'écart des vacances 
stéréotypées, soleil, mer et plage. On y 
trouve ces trois éléments, mais aussi 
un aperçu de la riche histoire et du 
quotidien des Quirimbas.

Dans l’ancienne résidence du 
gouverneur aux épais murs de 
briques corail, les 14 chambres 

avec salle de bain de l’Ibo Island 
Lodge sont exquises. Ramenées à 
leur splendeur d’origine, elles sont 
pleines de meubles rustiques en bois 
importés d'Inde, comme au temps 
des Portugais, ou fabriqués à la main 
sur l'île. Les sols pavés se prolongent 
en terrasses privées avec vue sur la 
dense mangrove. Mouillés en sécurité 
sur les vasières, les dhows attendent 
sagement la marée haute. Il me faut 
cependant abandonner tout cela.

Le séjour fut après délicieux, mais 
notre petit groupe n'est pas ici pour 
s'adonner au farniente au lodge. La 

PALMIERS ET SABLE 
CHAUD AU BORD DE L'EAU
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The Grand Karavia Hotel is the business and leisure 
centre of Lubumbashi (DRC) – a full service hotel to suit 
discerning business travellers, diners, group meetings and 

celebrations, or simply just “to be seen”.

Tel:    +243 (0)81 558 3058
Web:    www.grandkaraviahotel.com

[DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO]

Following a competitive tender process, Lonrho plc has been 
awarded the redevelopment and subsequent management 
contract for the Grand Karavia Hotel in Lubumbashi by the 
Government of the Democratic Republic Of Congo (DRC).

The Grand Karavia Hotel is currently the only large-scale accommodation 
facility in Lubumbashi, the burgeoning centre of the copper and cobalt 
industry in the DRC. 

The Grand Hotel has been restored to International five-star standards 
by Lonrho PLC with a total investment in excess of US$ 20 million, 
Lonrho Hotel management services managed the refurbishment program 
and continue to manage the day to day operations. 

The Katanga province, of which Lubumbashi is the capital, is an 
international attraction for companies such as Phelps Dodge, Anvil, 
Nikanor, and First Quantum, who invested in excess of US$ 12 billion 
in natural resource projects in this region.

David Lenigas, Executive Chairman of Lonrho, said “Lubumbashi is 
experiencing significant economic growth as new copper and cobalt 
projects are planned and come on line.” David also implied that the new 
Grand Karavia Hotel is a fitting testament to the progress in the country 
since the democratic elections, and an asset that the DRC Government 
can be proud of.

The Grand Karavia Hotel is located in one of Lubumbashi’s most beautiful 
suburbs, between a natural lake and a prestigious golf course. The hotel 
with its landscaped gardens offers close to 200 rooms, including standard 
and executive rooms, luxury suites, and a presidential suite.

Standard rooms are fitted with Queen-size beds, wireless internet 
connection, tea or coffee making facilities, wall mounted LCD TV’s with 
satellite channels and telephones. 

Executive rooms include all standard room features and are located on a 
dedicated floor with secure entrance and a 24-hour butler service.

In addition to the standard features, luxury suites have king-size beds, 
butler service, separate living rooms, mini bars, and private dining areas.

The presidential suite has a North-facing open plan lounge and dining 
area, separate study, guest cloakroom, guest en suite bedroom, master 
bedroom, walk-in dressing room, and en suite bathroom. 

The Grand Karavia Hotel was officially opened by His Excellence 
President Joseph Kabila on June 15th 2010

[ADVERTORIAL]
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nous laissons l'équipe monter le camp 
pour explorer le village local.

C’est un endroit simple où poulets 
et chèvres grattent le sable au pied de 
magnifi ques sterculiacées. Une troupe 
d'enfants nous suit partout. « Mzungu » 
est le seul mot que j'arrive à distinguer 
dans leur babillement en kimwani local.

Le camp, quoique rustique, est 
parfaitement adapté. Nous dormons 
à poings fermés sous des tentes igloos 
équipées de lits de camp. Un bol 
d’eau fumante nous attend au réveil. 
Une grande tonnelle abrite la table 
à manger et le paravent autour de la 
douche au seau laisse juste l'espace 
qu'il faut pour admirer la vue en 
faisant ses ablutions.

L’excursion du lendemain vers 
Mogundula est riche en paysages 
superbes. Excepté que nous sommes 

LE CAMP EST 
RUSTIQUE, MAIS 

CONFORTABLE, 
AVEC DES TENTES 

IGLOOS ET LA 
DOUCHE AU SEAU.

mer et des kayaks en fi bre de verre 
nous attendent. Des tentes igloos et des 
îles désertes. Des nuits étoilées et des 
récifs coralliens.

Pour ceux qui ne tiennent pas en 
place en vacances, la nouvelle aventure 
en kayak proposée par l’Ibo Island 
Lodge est idéale. Vous passez quelques 
jours sur Ibo pour oublier la vie 
moderne et profi ter du confort du lodge 
avant de partir vers la grande bleue.

Nous nous levons tôt pour ne pas 
rater la marée. Nos kayaks fuselés sont 
alignés sur un banc de sable voisin. 
Les clients de l’hôtel utilisent cette 
plage idyllique, découverte seulement 
à marée basse, pour paresser sous les 
parasols, mais nous nous y tenons, 
scrutant pensivement l’horizon vers 
notre destination lointaine.

« Parfois, il faut changer de cap en 

fonction de la météo, explique Harris 
Mupedzi, guide en chef de l’Ibo Island 
Lodge qui nous conduit vers le nord. 
Mais la météo est idéale aujourd’hui. 
Une petite brise de sud gentille, donc 
nous partons pour Ulumbwa. »

Ce village, sur le continent, est situé 
à huit kilomètres. Avec le vent dans 
le dos, le trajet est plutôt facile et ne 
devrait pas prendre plus de quatre 
heures. Le soleil tropical réchauffe 
déjà l’atmosphère. Nous « enfourchons » 
nos kayaks. Quelques coups de pagaie 
dans les eaux cristallines et nous 
sommes en eau profonde. En dessous 
de nous, 50 mètres d’océan, un chenal 
profond où l’on aperçoit souvent des 
baleines et des dauphins.

Lorsque notre coque racle le sable 
d’Ulumbwa, situé à l'embouchure 
d'une rivière bordée de mangroves, 

IND18_077-082_Kayak_FR.indd   81IND18_077-082_Kayak_FR.indd   81 19/05/2011   15:3819/05/2011   15:38



82 JUIN 2011   INDWE

CE QU'IL FAUT SAVOIR

 Pour davantage d'informations 
sur Ibo Island Lodge et les 
aventures en kayak, consulter 
www.kayakquirinbas.com, ou 
appeler +27 (0)21 702 0285.

 Les ressortissants sud-africains 
n'ont pas besoin de visa pour la 
Mozambique.

 Risque de paludisme dans le 
nord de Mozambique. Consultez 
votre médecin trois semaines 
avant votre départ. 

tous un peu fl emmards et préférons 
profi ter du toit plat du dhow pour faire 
du bateau-stop. Après quelques heures 
en mer, une île émerge à l’horizon : 
Mogundula, où nous passerons nos 
deux dernières nuits.

Les journées sont consacrées à 
des loisirs plus calmes : plongée dans 
les récifs coralliens entourant l’île, 
promenades sur les chemins forestiers 

longeant la côte, baignade près du 
banc de sable au sud ou simplement 
contemplation des paysages de carte 
postale des Quirimbas.

C'est une aventure en kayak où 
vous décidez de ce qui se passe et 
où les jours s'écoulent au languide 
rythme local, du lever aux premiers 
rayons du soleil au coucher, bercé par 
les vagues. 

À GAUCHE : UN 
PÊCHEUR LOCAL FAIT 
SÉCHER DES PIEUVRES. 
À DROITE, EN HAUT, 
CI-CONTRE : LES 
KAYAKS DEUX PLACES 
FACILITENT LA TÂCHE. 
À DROITE, EN BAS, 
CI-DESSOUS : NOTRE 
DERNIÈRE NUIT SUR 
L'ÎLE MOGUNDULA.

TEL  (011) 705-3201
FAX  (011) 705-3203
WEB  www.balloon.co.za
EMAIL indwe@balloon.co.za
BEE Compliant - 100% PRL

Bill Harrop’s “Original”
Balloon Safaris

Sunrise flights depart from Harrop's new, traditionally exquisite
and beautifully appointed  Clubhouse Pavilion and Restaurant.
More space, more individual attention, more capacity and more
exclusive service.

Where dreams become truly cherished memories.
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[  H É B E R G E M E N T  ]

LUXE ET CONFORT SOBRES DANS UN PARC NATIONAL RICHE 
EN FAUNE – À NE PAS MANQUER, DIT STEPHEN CUNLIFFE.

GARAMBA GUEST LODGE 

RARES SONT les destinations 

touristiques en Afrique 

centrale, mais plus rares 

encore sont les hôtels et 

lodges de safari d’envergure 

mondiale à avoir investi cette 

région oubliée. C’était sans 

compter le récent retour 

sur la scène safaristique 

d’un parc national d’Afrique 

centrale dont le luxueux lodge 

rivalise déjà avec ce que 

l’Afrique a de mieux à offrir.

Géré par African Parks 

Network, le Garamba Guest 

Lodge a ouvert ses portes 

en juin 2010. Avec ce lodge 

qui est très certainement la 

propriété la plus grandiose de 

tout le Congo, le Parc national 

de la Garamba dispose 

d’un produit touristique 

de classe véritablement 

mondiale pour attirer les 

aventuriers des safaris.

Les dix chalets avec 

salle de bain fl ambant 

neufs et l’impressionnant 

pavillon central de ce camp 

luxueux ont été construits 

par des maîtres artisans 

béninois. Luxe et confort 

sobres règnent dans les 

chambres, tandis que 

dans le salon et la salle à 

manger admirablement 

construits dominent bois 

et verre. Au-dessus du bar 

s’alignent de gigantesques 

masques congolais. La salle 

à manger s’ouvre sur un 

vaste porche où admirer 

l’immuable rivière Dungu. 

Idéal pour se détendre 

après une grande journée 

d’exploration dans le parc !

Fourbu, vous apprécierez 

les draps de coton et, bercé 

par le son des hippopotames 

ruminant sous vos fenêtres, 

vous vous endormirez au son 

du rire lointain d’une hyène 

ou le rugissement d’un lion.

La Garamba n’est pas 

très accessible et seuls les 

plus ardents amoureux de 

la faune entreprendront 

ce voyage diffi cile. Leur 

récompense sera le privilège 

d’avoir l'un des plus 

sauvages parcs nationaux 

d’Afrique. Le plus simple est 

de prendre un vol charter 

jusqu'à l'aérodrome de 

Nagero. Le lodge est à 

dix minutes en voiture.

Espérant ramener les 

visiteurs sur un des sites du 

Patrimoine mondial les plus 

spectaculaires d'Afrique, le 

Garamba Guest Lodge affi che 

des tarifs très raisonnables 

(120 US$/pers. la nuit en 

chambre simple ou 

80 US$/pers. en chambre 

double pension complète). 

Pour les séjours de plus de 

trois nuits, il y a une très 

intéressante offre d’ouverture 

avec excursions safaris 

pédestres ou motorisées 

gratuites. Réservations 

fortement recommandées.

Pour plus d'informations ou pour 

réserver, veuillez contacter Nuria 

Ortega, coordinatrice tourisme, 

marketing et RP de Garamba 

sur infogaramba@gmail.com 

ou nurigaramba@gmail.com.
ÉTOILES : 

QUALITÉ/PRIX : 

EXPÉRIENCE : 

VUE AÉRIENNE DU 
GARAMBA GUEST 
LODGE AVEC SA 
SALLE À MANGER 
ET L'UNE DE 
SES CHAMBRES. 
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Pour votre sécurité 
et voler en toute 
tranquillité, il est 
conseillé de respecter 
ces consignes de base.

Grâce à un personnel bien formé 
et au programme de fi délité, nous 
faisons tout pour vous satisfaire.

Santé
Dans certains aéroports, les 
régulations en matière de santé 
publique exigent que la cabine 
de l’avion soit désinfectée par 
pulvérisation. Celle-ci ne comporte 
aucun danger, mais si vous êtes 
susceptible d’être aff ecté par la 
vaporisation, couvrez votre nez et 
votre bouche avec un mouchoir.

Restez assis
Pour leur sécurité, il est demandé 
aux passagers de bien vouloir 
rester assis en gardant leur 
ceinture de sécurité attachée après 
l’atterrissage de l’avion, jusqu’à 

l’extinction du témoin lumineux 
par le commandant de bord.

Équipements 
électroniques 
Les passagers sont priés de 
ne pas utiliser d’équipements 
électroniques à bord de l’appareil 
afi n d’éviter toute interférence 
avec les systèmes de navigation 
de l’avion. Les stimulateurs 
cardiaques, les appareils auditifs, 
les horloges, les montres 
digitales, les minuteries et les 
équipements médicaux agréés 
pour le transport aérien sont 
toutefois autorisés. 

Téléphones portables 
L’utilisation des téléphones 
portables est autorisée lorsque 
l’avion est au sol et que les portes 
de l’appareil sont ouvertes. Mais 
dès la fermeture des portes et à la 
demande du personnel de cabine, 
les téléphones mobiles doivent 
être éteints. 

Ordinateurs portables
Les ordinateurs portables 
(à l’exception des lecteurs de CD-
ROM), les calculettes électroniques, 
les rasoirs électriques et les 
appareils d’écoute portables sont 
prohibés lorsque l’avion roule au 

sol, mais ils sont autorisés pendant 
la totalité du vol dès l’extinction du 
signal de la ceinture de sécurité. 
Dans certaines circonstances 
toutefois, le personnel de bord peut 
suspendre cette autorisation.

Équipements interdits
Les appareils suivants sont interdits 
à bord : imprimantes portables, 
pointeurs laser, magnétoscopes, 
récepteurs satellite CB/AM/FM/
FHF, récepteurs-émetteurs radios, 
lecteurs de disques compact et 
de mini disques, scanners, 
jouets avec télécommande et 
convertisseurs d’énergie.

Notre vision
Congo Express ambitionne de devenir la meilleure 
compagnie aérienne régionale, en off rant un service
de qualité supérieure à nos passagers tout en veillant 
à optimiser nos profi ts.

Un service d’exception
Notre fi erté est de pouvoir off rir un service incompa-
rable. Grâce au niveau élevé de la formation de nos 
équipes de cabine et de notre personnel au sol, nous 
nous engageons à fournir un service d’excellence. 

À bord, nous off rons un concept exclusif de repas, avec 
des menus variés de grande qualité, respectant un 
équilibre alimentaire, sans oublier la présentation, 
le goût et l’apport nutritionnel. Sur certains vols et sans 
supplément de prix, les passagers peuvent aussi savou-
rer un verre de vin ou une boisson de notre service bar.

Priorité à la sécurité 
Adhésion rigoureuse aux standards 
nationaux et internationaux de sécurité 
pour assurer un transport aérien à la 
fois sûr et confortable.

Le service individuel 
Répondre – aller au-delà même – des 
attentes des clients et des employés 
par la mise en place de standards 
élevés de services attentionnés, 
privilégiant l’excellence. Notre 
communication interne et externe 
doit refl éter notre off re de service 
dans une totale transparence. 

Un souci constant de 
performance
Mise en place d’une stratégie bien dé-
fi nie et d’objectifs distincts clairement 
énoncés, en accord avec nos prévisions 

Développement en interne 
Formation proactive et développement 
ciblé sur les exigences et les défi s de 
nos métiers ainsi que sur la progression 

individuelle au sein du groupe. 
Promotion également de la réussite 
comme partie intégrante de notre 
entreprise.

Responsabilité et intégrité 
La pérennité de notre activité 
repose sur la prise de responsabilité 
sociétale à tous les stades, avec un  
engagement sans réserve vis-à-vis des 
standards professionnels et éthiques 
les plus stricts. 

Passion 
Le travail est eff ectué avec 
enthousiasme et le désir d’accomplir 
ses tâches de façon performante, en 
privilégiant l’action. La passion se 
manifeste par un vif intérêt voire un 
sens de l’admiration pour l’esprit de 
la compagnie « Express way ». La 
réussite, un principe central dans la 
gestion de nos rapports professionnels, 
est récompensée, reconnue et glorifi ée 
dans une atmosphère où priment la 
joie et la satisfaction.

Informations relatives à la sécurité 

 L’excellence du service 
NOS VALEURS FONDAMENTALES

For our french speaking travelers
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ADELE EMMETT
THE FUNDRAISING MANAGER FOR THE TUSK TRUST - A 
CHARITY DEVOTED TO THE PROTECTION OF WILDLIFE - 
TAKES INDWE TO THE FRONTLINE OF THE BATTLE TO HALT 
THE DECLINE IN AFRICA’S NATURAL HERITAGE 

TWENTY YEARS AGO Africa was 

in the midst of a poaching 

crisis. Black rhino were on the 

brink of extinction and the 

African elephant population 

was being slaughtered at a 

rate of 100,000 each year. 

Tusk was established in 

an urgent need to halt the 

decline in Africa’s natural 

heritage and fi nd a way to 

combine the interests of 

people and wildlife alike.

Part of my role is to 

promote Tusk’s PACE – 

Pan African Conservation 

Education – project, which 

has been designed to 

help address this need 

by communicating ideas 

on environmental issues, 

whether practical advice 

or solutions, between 

communities across Africa.

 The set of education 

materials has been designed 

to act as an education tool 

and a stimulus to adopt 

sound and sustainable 

policies. In addition to 

distributing the PACE 

resources, Tusk provides 

much needed fi nance to 

build and improve facilities 

at environmental education 

centres, and schools 

across the continent.

In recent years Tusk has 

sponsored the construction 

or refurbishment of a 

amongst rural communities 

who live alongside wildlife.

We also cover the direct 

costs of game scouts and 

wildlife management and 

this has become increasingly 

important in recent months as 

Africa faces a new onslaught 

from poachers, and elephant 

and rhino populations are once 

again facing a considerable 

threat. Indeed the street 

price for rhino horn has 

rocketed so much that it is 

now more valuable than gold. 

Let’s hope that we can 

stem the tide of illegal 

poaching and bring about 

a change in attitudes 

to ivory and rhino horn 

around the world. number of rural primary 

and secondary schools 

specifi cally catering for 

children living in areas rich in 

biodiversity and neighbouring 

existing Tusk conservation 

programmes. We also buy 

vehicles, aircraft and radio 

equipment, as well as 

construct schools, clinics 

roads, bridges and airstrips.

Since 1990 we have raised 

well over £15m for a wide 

range of projects across 

Africa, which not only work to 

protect wildlife, particularly 

endangered species, 

but also help to alleviate 

poverty, through sustainable 

development and education 

PARTING SHOT BY

JOINING THE PARTY

 Indwe spoke to Adele 
Emmett in Marbella, Spain, 
during the launch of The 
Global Party initiative. 
Inspired by Phileas Fogg 
and his “Around the World 
in 80 Days” adventure, 
Africa will be part of the 
Global Party with events 
being held in Karma 
and Fez Club in Cape 
Town and Nikki Beach 
Club in Marrakech when 
80,000 of the world’s 
elite will be “around the 
world in 80 raves” in an 
attempt to raise more 
than £8m for charity from 
15 to 16 September. 
www.theglobalparty.com
www.tusk.org
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