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New direction
The global aviation agency is ‘fragile’. This is according to 
International Air Travel Association (Iata) CEO Tony Tyler, who 
was addressing the recent Iata annual general meeting in 
Beijing. Concerns stem mainly from increased oil prices and 
a slowly recovering global economy, both resulting in a lower 
demand for air travel. And yet, these challenging times bring 
with it the prospect of better opportunities for those who 
choose to remain positive. It is about thinking out of the box 
and making calculated decisions that will allow the aviation 
industry to weather the storm.

Therefore, it is of significant importance that Airlink has 
commenced daily flights from Johannesburg to Maun, 
Botswana. The route services a premier international African 
safari market and will work in synergy with a number of 
other Airlink routes, notably Cape Town, Nelspruit Kruger and 
Livingstone, as well as those serviced by South African Airways 
and its Star Alliance partner airlines. More importantly for 
business, Maun is fast becoming a regional trans-shipment hub 
for materials and companies who service both the local camps 
and safari centres and the burgeoning mineral exploration 
camps in North Western Botswana.

Airlink’s decision to introduce its 14th cross-border route is a 
perfect example that there is always a silver lining even when 
dark clouds seem ominous. All that’s needed is to see the glass 
as half full. 

Enjoy your flight on Airlink.   

Gerard Peter
Editor-in-Chief
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IDC in Action

Who quali� es
Companies in the private sector, registered and operating in 
South Africa who plan to:
• Implement a fi nancially viable energy effi  ciency project that 

provides signifi cant energy and/or emissions savings
• Off set grid-connected electricity through self-use

renewable energy
• Priority will be given to companies that have less than or 

equal to:
– R51-million turnover or
– R55-million assets or
– 200 employees

Terms and conditions 
• Loans from a minimum of R1.0m to a maximum of R50.0m 

are available at prime -2%; for higher amounts standard 
conditions apply

• Term is up to 15 years, depending on the payback period of 
the investment

• Standard IDC fees apply
• All IDC credit policies and procedures will apply

What are the key bene� ts for companies?
• Technical support available for energy assessments
• Reduced investment risk through energy effi  ciency 

validation checks
• Reduced energy consumption and related costs
• Improved product quality and production capacity while 

increasing the company’s profi tability
• Improved company image and value
• Lower vulnerability to increasing energy prices

Technical support
• Energy assessments and audits to propose sustainable 

energy solutions and support the preparation of 
investment project proposals

• Calculation of the economic and fi nancial benefi ts of the 
proposed investment

• Support in the selection of eligible equipment and 
enhanced performance technologies

The Industrial Development Corporation (IDC) and the German Development Bank (KfW) have partnered to 
establish a R500-million facility for energy efficiency and small-scale renewable energy projects called the 
Green Energy E�  ciency Fund. 

On behalf ofOn behalf of

Programme supported by the German Cooperation and Development Ministry

Telephone: 086 069 3888
Email: callcentre@idc.co.za

To apply for funding online visit www.idc.co.za
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The Airlink network continues to expand into Africa. 
Recently, Airlink commenced its daily scheduled 
Johannesburg–Maun flights. The addition of the 
Botswana route brings the airline’s route network to a 
total of 29 destinations serviced, of which 14 are over-
border destinations. Airlink operates up to 3,000 flights 
per month and will in this financial year carry just over 
one million passengers through its network. 

The opportunity to operate on the Johannesburg – 
Maun route is of profound importance and Airlink has 
expressed its gratitude to the authorities of South 

Africa and Botswana, who awarded and accepted the 
airline’s designation on this route.  Airlink was warmly 
welcomed to Maun by the Minister of Transport and 
Communication, Honourable Nonofo Molefhi, and various 
other key tourism stakeholders who are based in the city.

Airlink believes that the opening up of the Johannesburg–
Maun route to a second carrier is of significance to the 
tourism industry, as not only will this complement the 
incumbent carrier Air Botswana’s services, but will 
also open up additional source markets to the globally 
renowned Okavango Delta destination. Airlink, as a 

Beyond borders
Airlink commences Johannesburg–Maun route

*On-time performance 
is measured according 

to global standards 
and measures actual 
departure/arrival time 
against a 15-minute 

window of the published 
departure/arrival time.

The number of guns owned in 
the US for every 100 people

90
The number of Toyotas sold in 2007
1 978 679
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franchisee of South African Airways, is able to interface 
seamlessly with SAA and its global Star Alliance partners’ 
networks. This will mean that travellers from parts of the 
globe where previously it was found difficult to access 
the Okavango Delta via Maun, including East Asia and 
South America, will now enjoy added convenience and 
connectivity. 

The African Safari experience is a product marketed 
globally, with multiple countries such as Kenya, Tanzania, 
Botswana and South Africa competing aggressively for 
their share of the market. Botswana and the Okavango 
Delta feature a unique swamp and wildlife game viewing 
experience. While the ongoing global economic down-
turn gives reason for concern, Airlink believes that its 
improved global connectivity and wide marketing reach 
will contribute to growth in the market, as well as provide 
additional capacity during the coming peak months.  

Airlink will initially operate the daily Maun service using 
one of its ten Embraer ERJ 135 37-seat regional jets. 
It does however, plan to increase capacity in line with 
market demand; such capacity being provided by one of 
its eight Avro RJ85 83-seat regional quad jets. 

Airlink has constantly achieved high levels of service 
reliability and on-time performance. According to Airports 
Company of South Africa’s (ACSA) website,  Airlink ranks 
as one of the top on-time performing airlines. 

Text and Photography | Supplied

Opposite: Airlink’s 
first scheduled flight 
landed in Maun 
15 June 2012

Top: Airlink’s flight 
crew on the inaugural 
flight to Maun 

Left: Mr Chris Hoare 
(Chief Revenue Officer 
Airlink),  Ms Sakhile 
Reiling (CEO Air 
Botswana), Honourable 
Nonofo Molefhi            
(Minister of Transport 
& Communications 
Botswana) and 
Rodger Foster                         
(CEO & Managing 
Director Airlink)

The number of tobacco-related 
deaths in Europe each year

650,000
The number of times Elton John has 
played at Madison Square Garden

62
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Sanctuary Retreats’ collection of luxury safari lodges 
and camps brings the boutique experience to guests 
with the added promise of authenticity. Each property is 
completely individual in its design and operated around 
the philosophy of “Luxury, naturally”. All establishments 
in Sanctuary Retreats’ stable allow guests to have a 
“real” experience and enjoy a more natural kind of 
luxury in properties that have a strong commitment to 
conservation and responsible tourism. 

Vast and untamed, a landlocked country with thousands 
of square miles of exquisite wilderness, Botswana 
offers exceptional game viewing as well as a varied 
safari experience across its broad and flat expanses of 
savannah, desert, salt pan and wetland. Lions, leopards 
and rare wild dogs live on the broad plains that shrink 
and grow with the change of the seasons as the rivers 
and streams flood and dry up. All Sanctuary Retreats’ 
properties are set far into the wilderness for the best 
game viewing with each offering a unique experience 
in the wild. 

Sanctuary Stanley's Camp
Sanctuary Stanley’s Camp is built on a private concession 
in the Okavango Delta. Throughout the year this natural 
wonderland is one of the best places in the world for 
seeing buffalo in large numbers: herds often exceed 

2,000. Sanctuary Stanley’s is a classic tented camp with 
just eight tents lining the woodland that overlooks the 
Okavango floodplains. The tents are gathered around 
a large sitting and dining area with picturesque views. 
From the swimming pool – a real treat after a hot day 
of game viewing – guests can watch giraffe and other 
plains game march across the savannah and sometimes 
catch a glimpse of rare wild dogs. 

Guest can also experience walking in the bush with 
three semi-habituated elephants. Jabu, Thembi and 
Morula are orphaned elephants that were adopted by 
Doug and Sandi Groves. The elephants ‘take’ guests on 
long walks, foraging in the area in absolute safety. They 
show travellers how they look for food, strip leaves from 
branches with their long trunks and take showers in the 
lagoons of the delta. What better guide to the African 
bush than a fully-grown African elephant? This unique 
experience comes at an additional cost. 

Activities included in your stay at Sanctuary Stanley’s 
camp are: 

Game drives
Sanctuary Stanley’s Camp is set in a private concession 
giving visitors the opportunity to venture out at night on 
exciting game drives to see the many nocturnal animals 
that live here. The evening drive starts after sundown 

Tel 
+27 11 438 4650

Website 
www.sanctuaryretreats.com

Email 
southernafrica@

sanctuaryretreats.com

Info

Experience a unique African adventure

Where luxury 
meets nature 

The number of strands of hair lost 
per day by the average person

60-100
The number of active restaurants 
in New York City

23,499
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cocktails, using a spotlight to winkle out elusive nocturnal 
creatures including the ones that are easier to catch 
a glimpse of in the dark, like hyena and leopard. Tiny 
fireball eyes that seem to levitate through the air and 
reappear again in different trees are bush babies, just one 
of several different creatures to be found. Game drives 
are not typical here, as water crossings are part of the 
adventure, and watching zebra standing belly-deep in 
water, grazing, is a sight to see. Even giraffe will cross 
water up to their hocks.

Mokoro excursion
The Okavango Delta is of course flooded for much of the 
year and when it is, guests can experience serene silence 
at the gentle pace of a poled mokoro excursion along the 
narrow Delta channels. Guests can sit back and relax as 
they glide through lily ponds on local dugout canoes while 
they get eye to eye with a buffalo as it laps water from the 
river, watch crocodiles sunbathe on the banks or cruise 

past a pod of hippos as they lie in a pool. Fish eagles, 
frogs and fabulous lilies form much of this experience, but 
more frequently it is the quietness and gentle pace that 
makes its impression on guests after a mokoro morning.

Walking safari
Sanctuary Stanley’s professional guides accompany guests 
as they learn about the bush from a different perspective, 
up close and personal with the environment. Walking 
safaris are the perfect way to awaken one’s senses where 
guests can touch, feel and smell the African bush while 
listening to the various interesting stories the guides have 
to tell. Walks allow guests to read the news of the night 
in the smooth sand of the road. Lion, leopard, elephants, 
genets and even millipedes are all part of the signs, each 
with their story to tell. Walking safaris are all about seeing 
the small five and the various flora in the area.

Text and Photography | Supplied

Airlink offers daily 
flights between 
Johannesburg 
and Maun 
www.flyairlink.com

How to get there

Opposite: Under 
African skies

Left: Walk with giants

Bottom left: Retreat 
to a lap of luxury

The number of pop albums released by 
Indonesian president Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono

3
The speed that nerve impulses 
travel at to and from our brain

278km/h
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Airlink, the largest privately owned regional airline within 
the Southern African Development Community, has achieved 
a landmark broad-based black economic empowerment 
shareholding transaction whereby one of its long standing 
institutional investors has sold a 32.51% stake of the 
company to a BBBEE investor.

The new investor is the Sishen Iron Ore Community 
Development Trust (SIOC-cdt), which made the acquisition 
through its investment arm Sishen Iron Ore Company 
Community Development Trust Investment Holdings (RF) (Pty) 
Limited. Nedbank Capital and Arkein Capital acted as advisors 
to the transaction.

Airlink CEO Rodger Foster believes the transaction has 
forged a relationship that will benefit all parties concerned. 
“We are excited about the opportunity to work with an 
empowerment partner with SIOC-cdt’s credentials and 
broad-based representation”, he stated. “We expect Airlink’s 
financial performance to make a meaningful contribution to 
the beneficiaries of SIOC-cdt.”

Foster added that with the conclusion of this 
transaction, Airlink is firmly positioned on the forefront of 
transformation in the aviation industry and is favourably 
positioned to lead the way in terms of this quantum shift 
in ownership. “Airlink’s shareholding now exceeds the 
criteria committed to in the Air Transport Sector BBBEE 

charter and qualifies Airlink to secure additional Intra-
Africa Regional routes as designated by the International 
Air Services Licensing Council,” Foster explained.

SIOC-cdt, established in August 2006 during the unbundling 
of Kumba Resources into Kumba Iron Ore and Exxaro, is a 
broad-based black community trust created solely to benefit 
communities around the Sishen, Sishen South and Thabazimbi 
mines, which include more than 300,000 families.

“There are wonderful synergies between SIOC-cdt and 
Airlink, with SIOC-cdt having been spun from the mining 
sector with continued investment interests in the sector, and 
with Airlink offering scheduled air services to many mining 
industrial destinations throughout SADC – there is every 
prospect that new route opportunities will be identified and 
explored,” stated Foster.

Connie Molusi, the Chairman and a trustee of SIOC-
cdt, added: “We are thrilled to work with the dedicated 
staff and management team of Airlink and being a key 
player in accelerating transformation within the country’s 
aviation industry”.

Airlink currently flies to more than 29 destinations within 
the SADC region. Most recently, it commenced daily flights to 
Muan, Botswana.

Text and Photography | Supplied

Airlink in empowerment deal
Airline leads the way in transforming the aviation industry

Commonalities exist 
between the two 

parties as a result 
of their interest in 
the mining sector

The year the Wimbledon Championships 
were first played

1877
The length of the longest tennis match 
ever played

11h 5m
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T O U R I S M

Cape of good love
Cape Town has been chosen as 
one of CNN’s ‘World’s 10 most 
loved cities’. The Western Cape 
capital is number nine on the list, 
alongside cities such as Barcelona 
and New York. 

According to CNNgo, CNN’s travel website, 
Cape Town was chosen because of its “sweet 
harbour, nice architecture, weather, lovely 
waterfront shopping and the wonder of 
wonders, Table Mountain.” 
Western Cape Tourism MEC, Alan Winde, 
welcomed the award. “We are absolutely 
delighted that Cape Town has been chosen. 
Tourism contributes over 10% to the 
region’s GDP. 
“In the past year, we had a 14% increase 
in international tourism arrivals at Cape 
International Airport and we intend to raise the 
figure,” Winde concluded.

Source: IOL

E N T E R TA I N M E N T

Lights, camera, success
A team of Japanese physicists 
may soon be in high demand 
with moviemakers after devising a 
formula to predict how successful a 
film is likely to be. 

The team from Tottori University devised a 
set of mathematical models that measure 
how much money was spent on advertising 
before a movie is released, over what period 
of time, and how much talk the 
film generated in social media. 
Using the models, they 
predicted the popularity of 
a variety of blockbusters, 
including the Da Vinci Code, 
Spider Man 3 and Avatar, which 
they later compared to actual 
revenue generated. 
“They appeared to match 
very well, meaning 
the calculations 
could provide a 

fairly good prediction of how successful a 
movie could be even before it is released,” 
said a statement from the Institute of Physics, 
which published the paper in the Journal of 
Physics. The team hopes to apply its model 
to other commercial markets such as online 
music, food snacks, soft drinks and event 
organising. 

Source: IOL

The number of sweat glands in the human feet
500,000

The number of deaths per day 
due to cancer in the US

1,500
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T E C H N O L O G Y 

Higher internet speeds 
on the cards
Internet users in South Africa will 
be getting a much-needed speed 
boost this month as Telkom rolls out 
its broadband upgrades. The move 
will see subscribers having their 
lines reach up to double or even 
triple the speeds they had before at 
no extra cost.  

The state parastatal believes it is in a good 
position to deliver services that would allow 
customers to “run multiple bandwidth-hungry 
applications simultaneously and at faster 
speeds.” The entry-level 384kbps line, the 
current standard among broadband users, 
will be upgraded to 1mbps, while the 1mbps 
option will double up to 2mbps. 
The announcement comes off the back of the 
successful completion of the Western African 
Cable System (Wacs), which has brought 
extra capacity and stability to SA’s broadband 
network. The upgrades are expected to be 
completed by the end of the month. 

Source: Telkom

H I S T O R Y

Original whiskey recipe 
found in herbal remedy book
The original recipe for legendary 

American whiskey, Jack Daniel’s, 
has been discovered in a book of 
herbal remedies in Wales, it has 
been claimed. Businessman Mark 
Evans was researching his family 
history when he discovered the 
recipe in a book of herbal remedies. 

It was written in 1853 by his great-great 
grandmother who was called Daniels and 
was a local herbalist in Llanelli, South 
Wales. Her brother-in-law left the Welsh 
town at about the same time to move 
to Lynchburg Tennessee where the Jack 
Daniel’s distillery was opened three years 
later. The Jack Daniel’s website states the 
founder of the distillery was from Wales. 
Evans says the ingredients in his great-great 
grandmother’s recipe match what goes into 
the best-selling whiskey in the world. He 
said: “I’m pretty sure I’ve discovered the 
original recipe in great-great granny’s book.
"My great, great-grandmother wrote in the 
book in 1853, and Jack Daniel’s is dated 
1866, so it predates it. There is a link, 
because my grandmother’s grandfather’s 
brother – my great, great uncle – left for 
America and nobody ever heard from him 
after a couple of letters. 
“That was during the time that Jack Daniel’s 
was set up, but more important than that, he 
was called John ‘Jack the Lad’ Daniels. We 
know he went to Lynchburg Tennessee and 

I’m pretty sure he used great-great granny’s 
recipe to start off the whiskey business.”
The history of Jack Daniel’s is a mystery 
because the distillery’s early records were 
destroyed in a courthouse fire. A spokesman 
for the company said: “We know our founder 
was from Wales – we would love to see the 
book and the recipe.” 

Source: Daily Mail

S C I E N C E

Scientists predict time 
will stop completely
Time might feel like it is running away 
from us as the pace of life increases, 
but according to scientists, the 
future will stop completely. 

The theory of time running out was 
devised by researchers from two Spanish 
universities trying to explain why the 
universe appeared to be spreading 
continuously and accelerating. 
Observations of supernovae, or exploding 
stars, found the movement of light 
indicated they were moving faster than 
those nearer to the centre of the universe. 
But the scientists claimed the accepted 
theory of an opposite force to gravity, 
known as dark energy, was wrong, and 
said the reality was that the growth of the 
universe was slowing. 
Professor Jose Senovilla, Marc Mars and 
Raul Vera from the University of the Basque 
Country and the University of Salamanca 
said the deceleration of time was so 
gradual, it was imperceptible to humans. 
They claim dark energy does not exist 
and that time was winding down to the 
point when it would finally grind to a halt 
long after the planet ceased to exist. The 
slowing down of time will eventually mean 
everything will appear to take place faster 
and faster until it eventually disappears. 
Read more about time and time travel in 
the July/August issue of Braintainment. 
On sale now.

The last year that Olympic Gold Medals 
were actually made of gold

1912
The number of noses that a slug has
4
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E N V I R O N M E N T

Swift flies 4,800km in 
five days
A common swift has lived up to 
its name after scientists recorded 
the bird travelling 4,800km in just 
five days. The bird’s distance was 
recorded during its migration from 
Africa to the UK. 

The swift was able to maintain an average 
speed of around 40km/h for the non-stop 
journey across the Sahara desert and up 
through Europe to its nest site at a nature 
reserve in Fowlmere, Cambridgeshire. 
The bird, which is around six inches (15cm) in 
length, with a wingspan of around 15 inches 
(38cm), is able to eat and sleep on the wing. 
Before setting off, it spent around ten days in 
Liberia, West Africa, where it fattened up for its 
journey by hoovering up flying termites. 
Monikered A322, it was tracked as part 
of a project run by the British Trust for 
Ornithology, which is investigating reasons 
behind the species’ decline. The trust attached 
special trackers to 15 birds to monitor their 
movements once they have left Britain. 
The swift has a distinctive shape in flight, with 
its long, scythe-like wings and a short, forked 
tail. They spend their life almost entirely on 
the wing and can mate, as well as eat and 
feed in flight. 

Source: The Telegraph

A R C H A E O L O G Y 

‘Vampire’ skeletons 
uncovered
Bulgarian archaeologists have 
discovered two ‘vampire’ skeletons 
during excavations near the Black 
Sea, which are now on display at the 
National Museum of History in Sofia. 

Archaeologists, excavating a monastery near 
the Black Sea city of Sozopol, discovered the 
skeletons which were buried in a pagan ritual 
that they said was aimed at keeping the men 
from turning into vampires. “To prevent suspected 
would-be-vampires from turning into vampires, a 
group of brave men reopened their graves and 
pierced the corpses with iron or wooden rods. Iron 
rod was used for the richer vampires,” National 
History Museum head, Bozhidar Dimitrov, said. 
Dimitrov explained that these people would 
have been considered bad during their lifetime 
and therefore, according to pagan beliefs, could 
become vampires after death. The men, who 
were buried over 800 years ago, were stabbed in 
the chest and the stomach, as people feared that 
they would rise from the dead as vampires. 

Source: The Telegraph

N AT U R E

Local girls reach new 
heights at Everest
A group of five girls from St Mary’s 
School (Waverley, Johannesburg) 
and their parents recently made 
history by trekking to Everest. 

Guided by Klasie Wessels from the adventure 
coaching company, Streetschool, the group 
reached their goal recently after trekking for 
eight days up the Khumbu Valley in Eastern 
Nepal. Included in the group were the youngest 
South African sisters ever to make it to Everest 
Base Camp.
Julia (13) and sister Kim Huysamer (12) 
embarked on a challenging nine-day trek to 
Everest Base Camp. Expedition leader, Klasie 
Wessels, added: “The girls were amazing. 

Get the answer
Just in case our puzzles are sending you around the bend, here are the 
solutions. Puzzles can be found on page 91.

Easy
Battleships

Medium

Sudoku
Easy Challenging

The length of a giraffe’s tongue
50cm

The number of bodies of dead climbers 
somewhere on Mount Everest

150
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They were very determined and set an example for us all. The 
courage they showed will carry them to great heights in their 
future lives.” 
Streetschool specialises in taking people on adventures as part of 
personal development. Their next journey is taking 28 Grade 10 and 
11 children to teach English to Tibetan monks in Dharamsala, India. 

Source: Supplied

T E C H N O L O G Y 

Apple 1 computer sold for more than     
R2 million
A rare Apple 1, the first ready-made personal 
computer, has sold for about R2,1 million in a recent 
auction at Sotheby’s. 

The computer, consisting only of a naked motherboard, with 
primitive microchips and circuitry exposed, is thought to be one 
of only around half a dozen working examples of Steve Jobs and 
Steve Wozniaks’ first hardware. 
About 200 Apple 1s were built in 1976 and retailed for a little 
over R5,000 without a case, keyboard, monitor or power supply. 
The computer had four kilobytes of memory as standard and a 
processor running at 1 MHz. It’s estimated that of the original 200, 
only around 50 remain, and only six of those are known to be in 
working order. 
Two years ago Christies sold a working Apple 1 for about 
R1.6 million, although it came with a signed letter from Steve Jobs. 

Source: Daily Mail
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H E A LT H

Implant could 
restore eyesight
A retinal implant could one day be 
used to restore vision lost through 
injury or disease, after it gave a brief 
glimpse of light to a group of patients. 
The device is the creation of Shawn 
Kelly from Carnegie Mellon University 
in Pittsburgh (USA), and the result of 
a decade’s worth of research. 

It is made up of two tiny cameras attached 
to a pair of glasses which send images to a 
computer chip attached to the patient’s eye. The 
chip turns the images into an electrical current 
sent along a wire to a film inserted behind the 
retina. In basic terms, the eye operates on the 
same principle as a camera. The eye, however, 
takes two simultaneous pictures, one in black 
and white and the other in colour. 
Cells in the retina, called rods, register black 
and white only; they are so sensitive they 
can detect light as faint as a 100-trillionth 
of a watt. Other retinal cells, the cones, are 
affected by colour and are most abundant 
at the fovea, the place where the image 
falls when the eye focuses. The blind spot, 
lacking both rods and cones, is where the 
optic nerve leaves the retina, carrying the 
pictures for the brain to see.

So far the device has been successfully tested 
on a small group of blind patients, who 
reported seeing patches of light and dark and 
some shapes. The device can only create an 
image with a resolution of 256 pixels because 
that’s how many electrodes can currently fit 
onto the back of the film.

Source: Daily Mail

M O T O R I N G

GPS impacts driving 
ability – study
GPS systems can impair a motorist’s 
driving ability, according to a study. 
Drivers’ performance was affected 
when listening to satnav-style 
directions in an experiment carried 
out by Lancaster University and Royal 
Holloway, University of London. 

Volunteers were set tasks by a computer 
which mimicked the instructions given by 
a satnav. The results showed that when 
people were following complicated GPS 
instructions they tended to drive faster, with 
more steering variations, as well as being 
less likely to notice pedestrians who might 
be stepping out. 
Dr Polly Dalton, from the Department of 
Psychology at Royal Holloway, said: “What is 
interesting is that people were able to follow 
one simple instruction without any significant 
impact on their driving. 
“But as soon as they had to remember 
a compound instruction, consisting of two 
sequential directions, we began to notice a 
difference in their driving ability. A lot of effort 
has gone into designing visually-friendly 
satnav devices but our research highlights 
the importance of the way in which the 
auditory instructions are given.” 
GPS systems – which track a car’s 
movements by sending signals to satellites – 
have become increasingly popular in recent 
years, driven by their increasing accuracy 
and functionality like finding petrol stations 
and warning of speed restrictions.  

Source: Daily Mail

N E W S

Winemaker celebrates 80th 
birthday 
Chateau Libertas recently marked its 
80th birthday with a tasting of wines 
selected from virtually every decade 
since its launch in 1932. 

Believed to be South Africa’s oldest red blend, 
Chateau Libertas was created by Dr William 
Charles Winshaw, an American-born and 
raised medical doctor, adventurer and former 
Texas Ranger, who had gone into winemaking 
when he moved to Stellenbosch. Not a year 
has gone by since its inception, that the wine 
has not been made and sold. 
The event was held at The Big Easy restaurant 
in Stellenbosch, situated in the historic La 
Gratitude house, which was Winshaw’s home 
until his death at 96 years of age in 1968.  

Source: Supplied
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Guiding light
Built in 1812, the Scituate lighthouse is the 
11th oldest lighthouse in the USA. It is also 
the oldest most complete lighthouse facility 
in the United States, meaning it has the 
oldest keeper’s quarters. The tower was not 
functional for more than a century.  In 1994, 
the light was relit for the first time in 134 
years. The light can be seen from 6.5km 
away from the shore.

panorama
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An innovative project in Lesotho is giving hope to nature and locals alike

free | mind
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Late though it is, there are answers. One is to be found 
far from the ocean, in the pristine waters of the Katse 
Dam in the Lesotho Highlands. There, trout are being 
farmed in an impressively sustainable and ethical way 
without any negative impact on the environment. 

 “The unpolluted, free-flowing cold waters of the dam 
make it perfect for trout,” says aquaculturalist Greg 
Stubbs, founding director and one of the shareholders 
of Katse Trout Farm.  

Although aquaculture is the fastest growing sustainable 
food production sector in the world, the estimate being 
that within the decade, aquaculture production will 
surpass that of wild capture fisheries in southern Africa, 
it’s not, says Stubbs, a ‘silver bullet.’ “We’re in a water 
scarce region. Also, clean water is vital.” When looking 
to expand operations from their Three Streams Farm 

in Franschoek, Stubbs and his colleagues came across 
Katse. “It’s as close to a Scottish loch as you’ll find in 
southern Africa,” he explains. “In many respects, it’s a lot 
like Scotland’s Loch Etive. Our farm here is run along 
similar lines to the one there – small scale and using 
local employment.” 

Paying attention to the ecosystem
The Katse farm has been up and running for six years 
and produces 300 tons of trout annually – all of it 
bought by Woolworths for their Royale Highlands 
brand.  That might sound like a lot of fish, but compared 
to the massive, highly mechanised commercial farms in 
Norway and Chile, the Katse farm is a cottage industry, 
one that’s run according to the highest standards of 
responsibility to ensure there are none of the destructive 
social and environmental impacts long associated with 
aquaculture. Such impacts include the discharge of 
excessive waste that then pollutes the surrounding 
environment; diseases spreading from farmed fish to 

wild populations; farm escapees competing with wild 
fish for habitat or diluting the gene pool of the naturally 
occurring species; and a disproportionate amount of 
wild caught fish being used to feed farmed fish. 

But just as land-based agricultural methods are 
evolving to lessen their environmental impact, so too is 
aquaculture entering a new era of responsibility, trout 
farming being among the leaders of the shoal, as it were.

Under the auspices of the World Wildlife Fund for 
Nature, The Freshwater Trout Aquaculture Dialogue has 
led to a set of best practice standards for the industry.  
This paves the way for the Aquaculture Stewardship 
Council to audit trout farms and certify those that 
comply with the standards. The Katse farm will almost 
certainly meet all requirements. Already, it operates 
well within the conditions laid down following the 
strict environmental, social and economic impact 
assessments the Lesotho government ordered prior to 
giving its consent for the project.

here’sthe dilemma. 
Nutritionists advise 

us to eat more fish; environmentalists 
warn that overfishing poses one of the 
biggest threats to our oceans. Taking 
this further, the giant circulatory systems 
that they are, intact ocean ecosystems 
are vital to the health of our planet and 
thus to our survival. But the seas are 
in an unprecedented state of decline. 
Statistics are alarming: unsustainable 
fishing practices over the past half century 
have caused overexploitation or depletion 
of up to 85% of global fish stocks while 
90% of large fish species have been 
fished out. One infamous example is the 
surface schools of jack mackerel once 
common off southeast Tasmania, but that 
have not returned after the collapse of 
that fishery over 20 years ago. The scale 
of the plunder is causing an ecological 
imbalance that unless halted and 
reversed, will lead to the ruin of ocean 
ecosystems and a new era of mass 
extinction. To eat more fish for our health 
thus seems incongruous, if not insane. 
Rather like stabbing oneself in the back. 
And everyone else besides.

Alongside low-
profile trout cages, 
artisanal fishermen 
cast their lines for 
indigenous yellowfish 
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To begin with, water quality and waste discharge are 
constantly monitored and reports sent to the relevant 
authorities. “This is critically important given that Katse 
supplies water to Gauteng. It’s also Lesotho’s second 
largest income earner so we cannot compromise that,” 
says Stubbs.  

The health and welfare of the fish are paramount too. 
“We adhere to low stocking densities – 10 kilograms 
of fish per cubic metre as opposed to industry norms 
as high as 50 kilograms per cubic metre,” adds General 
Manager, Mike Kruger. After a year, when they weigh 1.5 
kilograms, the fish are harvested, humanely euthanised, 
and returned to Franschoek for processing. During the 
entire process, from fingerling to adult, just one disease 
could be problematic but this is dealt with proactively by 
vaccination rather than with antibiotics.  

Ethical feeding is the order of the day, the feed’s 
traceable to origin, and the fish meal sourced from 
a sustainably controlled fishery. The fish in : fish out 
ratio of 1.25 : 1 is said to be better than the ratio for any 
farmed animal.  

With demand outstripping supply, there are plans 
to gradually increase production from the current 300 
tons but never to a point where the carrying capacity 

Top: The clean, cold 
waters of Katse Dam 
are perfect for trout

Right: Immense Katse 
Dam where advanced 

engineering and 
modern fish farming 

meet a traditional and 
ancient way of life
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is exceeded, or where market forces are disrupted and 
instability created as has happened with large-scale 
fisheries elsewhere in the world.

A helping hand
In addition to the environmental factors, pressing social 
issues need to be addressed in a region characterised 
by poverty and unemployment. “The farm benefits 
the community in many ways,” adds Stubbs. “Direct 
permanent employment stands at 14 jobs but, at peak 
production, will rise to 140. Part-time employment could 
rise to 380.” Further-reaching benefits are skills transfer 
and training, feeding schemes in schools and for the 
elderly, a royalty paid on every kilogram fish produced 
which goes to the Ha Lejone community, and a 30% 

share in the company for Lesotho nationals. 
And while many big fisheries worldwide have driven 

out subsistence fishermen dependent on healthy stocks, 
the Katse farm exists side-by-side with local artisanal 
fishermen who, their small boats anchored against the 
modern trout cages, land their daily catch of yellowfish, 
an indigenous species that occurs in healthy numbers in 
that pristine dam; a dam 2,000 metres above sea level that’s 
playing a small but key role in the fight for our oceans. 

It’s good news then for the health and environmentally-
conscious consumer.  From egg to plate, the provenance 
of Katse farmed trout can be fully traced and a clean bill 
of health given. 

Text and photography | Andrea Abbott

For more information 
visit: http://www.
royalhighlandstrout.
com/pages/katse_
fish_farms/index.php
Other solutions to the 
overfishing dilemma 
include large scale 
marine fisheries adopting 
sustainable practices, 
and consumers 
choosing viable options 
rather than furthering 
the demand for over-
exploited species. SASSI 
(the Southern African 
Sustainable Seafood 
Initiative) is a driving 
force in this regard. 
www.wwfsassi.co.za

Info

Disease-free trout eggs 
selected at Franschoek 
for the Katse Trout farm

Michael Kruger, General 
Manager of the trout 
farm, at the helm 
of the workboat
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heritage
A proud

South Africa’s World Heritage Sites highlight 
the unique diversity of our country
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being awarded World Heritage 
site status is no small 

feat. The requirements, as determined 
by Unesco, are stringent and not every 
site makes the cut. Therefore, it is a 
major accolade that South Africa has no 
fewer than eight World Heritage sites. 
These include: 

Vredefort Dome
Shaped like a bowl of about 300km wide, the Vredefort 
Dome was caused by the impact of a meteorite that hit 
the Earth more than 200 million years ago. To make a 
crater this wide, the meteorite must have been about 
10km across and travelling at more than 10km per 
second. It is assumed that it hit the Earth with nearly 
twice the impact that killed the dinosaurs 65 million 
years ago. The dome is located about 100km south 
west of Johannesburg.

Cradle of Humankind
Providing a window to our past, the fossil hominid 
sites of Sterkfontein, Swartkrans, Kromdraai and 
surrounding areas make up the Cradle of Humankind, 
which can be found about 50km north west of 
Johannesburg. The site contains a strip of dolomitic 
limestone caves containing the fossils of ancient forms 
of life, providing valuable information about our past 

to researchers. Popular places to visit include the well-
known Sterkfontein Caves and the award-winning 
Visitor Interpretation Centre at Maropeng. 

uKhahlamba/Drakensberg Park
The uKhahlamba/Drakensberg Park is known for its 
beautiful scenery, and is also home to many endemic as 
well as globally threatened species, especially birds and 
plants. Here you will also find an impressive collection 
of rock art made by the San over a period of 4,000 years 
during which they lived in the Drakensberg area. These 
artworks reveal a lot about the San way of life.

Mapungubwe Cultural Landscape
The Mapungubwe Cultural Landscape on the northern 
border of South Africa is the remains of the first 
indigenous kingdom in southern Africa which thrived 
between 900 and 1,300 AD. The almost untouched 
remains of the palace sites survived along with the 
entire settlement area dependent upon them, the 
whole presenting a picture of the development of social 
and political structures over some 400 years. Climatic 
change was responsible for Mapungubwe’s downfall. 
When rainfall decreased after 1,300 AD, the land could 
no longer sustain a high population using traditional 
farming methods, and the population had no choice 
but to disperse. 

Cape Floral Region Protected Areas
The 553,000 hectare Cape Floral Region is one of the 
richest areas for plants in the world. According to 

Left: A Pin Cushion 
Protea in the Cederberg 
area, part of the 
Cape Floral Region

Below: Great political 
minds and leaders 
were imprisoned 
on Robben Island
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Unesco, this region “represents less than 0.5% of the area 
of Africa, but is home to nearly 20% of the continent’s 
flora.” The area consists of eight protected areas: Table 
Mountain, De Hoop Nature Reserve, the Boland 
mountain complex, the Groot Winterhoek wilderness 
area, the Swartberg mountains, the Boosmansbos 
wilderness area, the Cederberg wilderness area, and 
Baviaanskloof. Here you will find about 8,500 plant 
species, most of which are fynbos. There are six floral 
regions in the world, and the South African one is the 
richest, despite the fact that it is the smallest.

Robben Island
More widely known as the former place of incarceration 
of Nelson Mandela, Robben Island is now a symbol 
of political freedom in our country. Further back the 
island was also used as a military base and a hospital for 
people suffering from leprosy, ‘lunatics’ and chronically 
ill people. Jan van Riebeeck was the first to see its 
potential as a prison, and initially slaves and prisoners 
of war were sent there. The last political prisoners left 
the island in 1991 and the prison closed down finally 
in 1996. Soon thereafter development started to turn 
Robben Island into the museum that it is today.

iSimangaliso Wetland Park (former 
Greater St Lucia Wetland Park)
The Zulu word iSimangaliso means ‘miracle and 
wonder’, aptly describing the iSimangaliso Wetland 

Park. This sub-tropical paradise stretches 220km along 
the East Coast from St. Lucia to the Mozambique 
border. What makes this site special is its large variety 
of ecosystems and natural habitats, which makes it 
home to an astonishing variety of animal species; 
from the country's largest population of hippos and 
crocodiles to Giant Leatherback turtles, black rhino, 
leopards, and a vast array of bird and marine life. 

Richtersveld Cultural and            
Botanical Landscape 
Extreme temperatures sometimes reaching over 50ºC in 
summer and very little rain describes the Richtersveld 
Cultural and Botanical Landscape in the north west 
of South Africa. Only the toughest will survive here, 
and yet this area has a great variety of plant, bird and 
animal life. Another special feature of the site is the 
local Nama people who continue to live there in the 
semi-nomadic tradition of their ancestors. 

Table Mountain
Table Mountain is the centrepiece of the Table Mountain 
National Park and is also part of the Cape Floral Region 
World Heritage Site. Apart from being an international 
tourist attraction, Table Mountain became an even 
bigger source of pride for South Africans when it was 
named a New7Wonder of Nature in November last year. 

Text | Noleen Fourie Photography | Shutterstock

Above: The 
iSimangaliso Wetland 
Park is home to 
South Africa’s largest 
population of hippos 
and crocodiles

Main: Richtersveld is 
known for its rugged 
terrain and soaring 
mercury levels
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The resulting uncertainty as to what the law means 
contributes to industrial disputes and to confusion among 
employers as to what their labour law rights and obligations 
are. In the last issue of Skyways, I began discussing the 
confusing concept of ‘victimisation’. It is important to look 
carefully at what this concept means and its significance in 
the workplace.

Victimisation
Victimisation can be defined as ‘targeted mistreatment 
carried out for a specific reason’. For example, an employer 
may overload only one of his employees with work in 

lvan lsraelstam is Chief 
Executive of Labour 

Law Management 
Consulting. He may 

be contacted on 011 
888 7944 or ivan@

labourlawadvice.
co.za. This article first 
appeared in The Star.

there are many labour law terms 
that are confusing, unclear, 

ambiguous and vague. Such terms 
are often either not defined at all in the 
statutes or are defined inadequately. This 
causes confusion and dissent between 
employers and employees on the one 
hand, and disagreement among judges 
and arbitrators on the other hand.

Lost in translation

30
08 12

free | mind



order to force him or her to resign. This would be seen as 
victimisation.

Surprisingly, South Africa’s labour legislation avoids 
dealing directly with the concept of ‘workplace victimisation’. 
However, the Labour Relations Act (LRA) and Employment 
Equity Act (EEA) do deal with victimisation in an incomplete 
and indirect way by legislating on unfair labour practices, 
unfair dismissals, forced resignations, unfair discrimination 
and other types of mistreatment.

Labour legislation does not specifically prohibit an 
employer from shouting at, insulting, assaulting or making 
unfair threats against an employee. However, the Equality 
Court does have the power to deal with such employer 
behaviour if it is discriminatory according to the Promotion 
of Equality and Prevention of Unfair Discrimination Act 
(PEPUDA). The Equality Court does not focus specifically on 
labour issues. It is a piece of general legislation that covers 
every facet of life. For example, it would have jurisdiction 
where a store owner refused to serve someone because of 
their race.

A case in point: The Sunday Times (15 February 2004) 
reported the case of the editor of You magazine who was 
taken to the Equality Court by a Ms Gweba, a black reporter. 
In this case Ms Gweba is reported to have said that, during a 
performance assessment, she had received insults based on 
her race and on her use of the English language. According 
to the reporter, her dignity was stepped on and she was 
humiliated in front of others by discriminatory remarks and 
foul language. The editor of the magazine was reportedly 
given seven days to respond to the complaint and denied 
the allegations. 

According to at least one Labour Court Judge, the 
Labour Court has jurisdiction to hear certain labour related 
matters even if the labour legislation does not cover such 
matters. This is reportedly so provided that South Africa’s 
Constitution deals with the issue in dispute. For example, in 

the case of Walters vs Transitional Local Council of PE and 
Another (2001, 1, BLLR 98) the Labour Court held that it 
had the jurisdiction to make a finding on a constitutional 
matter not dealt with under the LRA as long as the LRA 
itself provided no remedy for the alleged infraction. 

In this particular case, the employer had appointed a black 
job applicant ahead of Ms Walters, a white female applicant 
for the job despite the fact that the white applicant was 
better qualified. The Court found that this amounted to 
unfair discrimination and ordered the employer to appoint 
Ms Walters. This posed a serious problem for the employer as 
it had already appointed the black candidate and therefore 
had two employees but only one position. 

While employers may feel victimised by such a harsh 
decision, the outcome emphasises the fact that the courts 
will not hesitate to crack down hard on unfair discrimination. 
In the Walters case, the employer’s defence was that it had 
appointed the black candidate for affirmative action reasons. 
However, while the EEA does provide for this, the court 
found that the employer’s own affirmative action policy did 
not allow it to take such a step.

The significance of this case is that:
•	 Had the employer had a proper and comprehensive 

affirmative action policy, it is likely that the Court 
would not have found that the employer unfairly 
victimised the employee due to her race; and

•	 The Labour Court will be willing to deal with unfair 
practices, including victimisation, covered by the 
Constitution but not dealt with in the labour statutes.

•	 Employers who do not know the law can be 
penalised heavily for victimising employees.

Understand the letter of the law
In addition to ordering an employer to appoint an unfairly 
disqualified employee, the courts and the CCMA have the 
right to impose heavy compensation awards on employers.

The combination of labour law, the Constitution and the 
PEPUDA legislation mean that ‘Victimisation’ can denote 
almost any type of targeted unfair treatment and employees 
have a wide choice of options for dealing with it.

Text | Ivan Israelstram

Get more free labour 
law advice. Visit www.
skywaysmagazine.co.za
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Reaching out Mining operations give socio-
economic upliftment a boost
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Also known as the Super Trust, SIOC-cdt was created 
in 2006 when Kumba Resources was unbundled to form 
Kumba Iron Ore and Exxaro. The Super Trust, through the 
dividend flow from this transaction, has spent in access of 
R230 million furthering the interests of the communities it 
serves. SIOC-cdt is the sole beneficiary of 3% of the shares in 
the Sishen Iron Ore Company (SIOC) and the dividend flow 
for this ownership provides the monetary resources which 
the Super Trust and its Beneficiary Trusts use to fund projects 
to benefit the communities they serve.

When the Super Trust was established, five separate legal 
entities were incorporated as Beneficiary Trusts. These 
operate within and serve the communities around the areas 
of the Sishen Mines of the Northern Cape and Limpopo 
provinces. The aim is to be sustainable beyond the life of the 
mine. Therefore, the Super Trust and its Beneficiary Trusts 
need to make sure that there are entrepreneurial and other 
projects that will sustain the community into the future. Over 
the past three years, projects have tended to demonstrate 
a particular focus on education and training, welfare and 
humanitarian. 

The initiative is already recognised as a force within the 
communities it serves with municipalities and community 
leaders not only supporting the Trust’s role but also endorsing 
and taking ownership of the projects. This operating 
model has enabled the Trusts to reach more than 300,000 
beneficiaries with 80% of the projects coming through the 
structures of the Beneficiary Trusts. 

It took time for cash to flow into the Super Trust and only 
when it redeemed its Preference Shares in August 2010 
and attained a significant amount of funds, was it able to 
carry out its programmatic intent which was the basis of 
the empowerment deal with Kumba Resources. Therefore, 
in the beginning it focused on smaller projects such as food 
gardens, and this allowed them the time to build expertise 
and experience. These early projects also helped develop 
a better understanding of the communities as well as the 
project themselves. It was and still is necessary to engage 

the communities and ensure that they are playing a major 
role in the implementation and execution of their projects so 
that they take ownership of those projects and the outcomes. 

One of the Super Trust’s major goals is to restore and build 
dignity and pride in the communities it serves, therefore 
community involvement and ownership is essential to 
achieve this objective. Although it was started just six years 
ago, the Super Trust is fast becoming a model on how to 
ensure true benefits to communities. 

Text and photography | Supplied

Community upliftment through 
mining operations is more than just a 
catchphrase. It’s a genuine commitment 
from mining conglomerates that the 
greatest benefactors are the communities 
that play host to their operations. And 
one such organisation that is contributing 
significantly to this cause is the 
Sishen Iron Ore Company-Community 
Development Trust (SIOC-cdt), which last 
month acquired a 32.51% stake in Airlink.

Thabazimbi Community Development Forum
The Thabazimbi Community Development Forum (TCDF ) is a beneficiary trust that 
focuses on beneficiary communities in the Thabazimbi Local Municipality. Key 
economic activities in the local municipality are mining, agriculture, game farming 
and tourism. One of the key projects was undertaken at the Ysterberg Secondary 
School. The aim is to improve the learners per classroom ratio and thus possibly 
improving the results of learners in the school. The project will see the construction 
of six classrooms, toilet facilities and computer rooms. 

Gamagara Development Forum
The Gamagara Development Forum (GDF) operates in the geographic area of the 
Gamagara Local Municipality (GLM), which is situated within the jurisdiction of the 
John Taolo Gaetsewe District Municipality (JTG-DM). The Sishen Iron Ore mine is 
situated within the GDF area. The forum has focused on six public benefit areas for 
its allocation of funds with the two areas of education, land and housing receiving 
the largest proportion of the funds.

Maphalane Disabled Children’s Trust
The Maphalane Disabled Children’s Trust (MCDT) promotes and supports the interests 
of people living with disabilities within the Northern Cape and in Limpopo Province. 
One of the key projects undertaken to date is the Assistive Device Project, which was 
established in response to the need of various community members with disability 
that did not have proper assistive devices. It provided assistive devices to 97 people 
with disabilities and leases a workshop that will focus on repairing devices. 

Key achievements
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Comics+
If comics are your thing then this is your 
app. Provided the comics you are looking 
at have been scaled for the new display the 
images are breath-taking. The detail that the 
artists have put into the work is immediately 
apparent,  with a large catalogue of comics 
available including those from Marvel (Iron 
Man, The Avengers, Captain America) as well 
as a host of smaller publishers.

Evernote
Evernote now supports the larger resolution of 
the new iPad, and what could any dedicated 
note-taker need more than a clearer screen to 

see your notes in all their crystal clear glory? 
Evernote even includes a cloud service that 
allows you to keep your notes safe. The free 
version is limited to 60MB/month,  if you need 
more than that the premium service will set you 
back R40 per month.

Intellicast HD
One app that really leverages the resolution of 
the new iPad to its advantage is Intellicast HD. 
This weather app uses maps and graphs to 
provide the user with the most detailed weather 
forecast available and allows you to get a 
clearer understanding of what mother nature 
has in store for you on the day. Because the 

app is aimed at a US audience, it lacks some 
features when used in South Africa, namely a 
satellite map of the cloud cover, but this does 
not detract from an app that provides very 
detailed weather forecasts.

Echograph
Echograph is not technically a retina app, but 
this app is  simply amazing and deserves to be 
on your tablet whether you have the iPad 2 or 
the new iPad. Echograph allows you to either 
capture or import a video and turn it into an 
animated GIF. But this is merely the start. At 
its core Echograph is about making selectively 
animated GIFs with only a portion of the image 

The new iPad may be considered by hardware jocks to be less a new model and more a refresh of the iPad 
2, but no matter on which side of the fence you sit, there is no denying that the already great tablet got a 
bit better. One of the biggest changes to the iPad is the new retina display which offers more pixels than 
an HDTV. However, this presents a problem because not many iPad apps take advantage of the new high 
density display. So to help you get the most out of your new iPad we have put together a list of our top apps.

Get the most out of the new iPad’s retina display

App your life

free | mind
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being animated while the rest remains still. This 
app is a must have and well worth the $2.99 
(approximately R25) price tag.

Adobe Photoshop Touch
If Adobe’s Photoshop Express doesn’t meet 
your needs when it comes to photo editing then 
its more powerful brother is the logical next 
step. Adobe Photoshop Touch is loaded with 
features and supports up to 10 layers with a 
maximum resolution of 2048 x 2048. The new 
iPad will be able to handle the demands of this 
app better than its predecessor due to its dual 
core processor. Facebook integration rounds off 
this app’s appeal to happy snappers that like 

to tweak their photos before they share them.

Sky Gamblers: Air Supremacy
Sky Gamblers: Air Supremacy is one of the apps 
Apple chose to showcase when it launched 
the new iPad. This game will set you back 
$4.99 (approximately R42.25) and while the 
developers now offer the option to purchase 
all the planes, most of them can be unlocked 
by playing the game. If you have dreams about 
joining Iceman, Goose and Maverick up in 
the clouds then prepare to waste many hours 
playing this game.

Text: Michael Reed, Hardware writer, PCFormat

Pays homage to its unique heritage and symbiotic 
relationship through its modern yet contemporary African 
chic interiors. Taking inspiration from “Mother” Africa has 
become something of a trademark for the design and 
decor of renowned Akani Hospitality popular hotels.

The boutique guesthouse is situated on the slopes of 
Signal Hill with spectacular views five minutes drive to 
major attractions,  continental or English breakfast served.

This property is located in the JHB CBD, due to be 
opened end of 2013. It will house 144 rooms, a restaurant, 
conferencing and gym facilities.

Gracious homestead nestled on the slopes of Signal 
Hill with breathtaking views, warm hospitality, excellent 
service, and sumptuous breakfasts along with freshly 
home baked confectioneries.

Located in the heart of the leafy suburb of Greenside, 
stylish and ultramodern penthouses. A stone throw from 
Africa’s busiest business centre of Sandton.

1 on Queens

Akani Anderson Places

Table Mountain Lodge

Greenside Places

The Place, No.1 Sandton Drive, Sandton 2146
Tel: 086 166 5656 • Fax: 086 726 8229

Email: centralres@akanihospitality.co.za 
Website: www.akanihospitality.co.za

Kgaswane Country Lodge

MANAGED BY:

opening soon



GREEN
Is it really as hard as it seems?
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It all starts at the office
The initial challenge facing any enterprise which 
attempts to go ‘green’ is the initial capital outlay. It’s not 
that environmentally-friendly products and equipment 
are more expensive; it’s just that replacing your existing 
equipment will be capital outlay and the accounting 
department will kick up a fuss. If your business is 
looking at building new premises then you can start 
from the ground up with a building that captures rain 
water which is then heated and used for under-floor 
heating. The heating and pumping of the water are 
powered by solar power. This is already employed by 
local companies such as McNab’s whose headquarters 
in Parkwood, Johannesburg employ many green 
features including using sustainable cork for flooring 
and bamboo for kitchen counters and cupboards. While 
this might sound like it will cost a fortune, your business 
is likely to save money in the future due to decreased 
heating costs in winter and, if the building is designed 
to be cool, air-conditioning costs in summer.

the move towards 
environmental 

consciousness should not only be seen 
as scoring PR points for your company, it 
also makes financial sense. Not only will 
environmentally conscious consumers 
and clients be more interested in doing 
business with you or buying your product, 
but after the initial capital outlay you are 
likely to save money. But ‘going green’ 
is not as simple as using recycled paper 
and printing your letter heads in soya ink, 
nor is it wise to think that you will be able 
to fool a consumer into thinking that it’s 
‘green’ inside just because it says ‘green’ 
on the side of the box. 

37
08 12



One of the biggest energy consuming devices in a 
company, second only to the air conditioner, is the computer. 
As with all things tech the costs for replacing your current 
gear with more power efficient components is not going to be 
cheap. However, some technologies like LED monitors not 
only use less power but have a longer lifespan. Solid State 
Drives (SSDs) contain no moving parts, are 30% more power 
efficient than regular hard drives and have a life span of a 
minimum of 10 years; and because they contain no moving 
parts the data is still available if a laptop gets dropped.

Cloud computing is not only the latest buzz word but it 
also has serious benefits for a company eager to reduce its 
energy consumption. Even a modest server room can make 
energy costs climb astronomically because of the need to 
keep the equipment cool. In contrast, cloud computing 
offers the option to off-load those costs to a data centre 
which has been designed from the ground up to be a bastion 
of energy and computing efficiency and can therefore offer 
your company a more affordable option. 

A big factor in determining your company’s ‘green’ status 
is the supply line. It’s no use providing a product that was 
manufactured with minimal or no environmental impact if 
the packaging is produced by a company that uses panda 
fur in its production facilities. Expect an increase in costs, 
but in some cases this can be passed onto the consumer 
who will likely be willing to pay the extra rand or two for a 
product that is environmentally friendly. If your supplier is 
unwilling to make the switch, there will be other suppliers 
that would relish the opportunity to support your bid to 
create a ‘green’ product.

Then it goes home
Staff cost you money. Employees not only need a salary at 
the end of the month but they also run up bills, and that 
is not just limited to the telephone. Consider the standard 
office; depending on the company, an office could consist 
of either 10 people or one hundred but each person will 
need lights, air-conditioning and running water. If the last 
employee leaves work at 7pm at night, then it’s likely that 
the lights and aircon have been on for 12 hours each day, 
five days a week, all of which will leave you with a nice 
bill from Eskom. One solution is to send your staff home. 
By having your employees work from home you remove 
the costs associated with the employee travelling to work 
and furthermore you reduce the number of warm bodies 
that need aircons and the number of eyes that need light. 
Reducing your in-office staff by 50% is likely to have a direct 
impact on the energy costs of your company. Furthermore, 
you save on other costs which include the cost of broadband 
and even small costs like tea and coffee for those employees.

Green is in this season
Never discount the impact that social opinion can play 
on your company’s image. ‘Green’ is not only desirable to 
people wearing tie-dye but also to the mainstream public 
where it has become fashionable to choose environmentally 
friendly products. Today, consumers want to know whether 
the carrots on their plate are organically grown and if their 
desk was made using sustainable lumber.

This consumer awareness can be used to your advantage 
by building a media campaign around your enterprise’s 
efforts to go green. Toyota has long since been the champion 
of hybrid vehicles and these seemingly environmentally 
friendly vehicles allows the Japanese auto manufacturer to 
create awareness around its environmental responsibility 
campaign dubbed “The 5th Toyota Environmental Action 
Plan”. Whether you, as a consumer yourself, are aware of 
this initiative is irrelevant when compared to the fact that 
you are aware of the environmentally-friendly Toyota Prius. 
It is this awareness combined with the fashionable side of 
‘green’ that makes so many Hollywood stars, living in the 
most environmentally conscious state in the US, California, 
drive (or at least own) a Prius.  

Whether you are trying to appeal to a consumer or you 
are just trying to reduce business operating costs, becoming 
more environmentally conscious is a wise move. The 
initial costs may be high but in the long run you will likely 
save money due to reduced energy costs. Furthermore 
consumers are generally willing to pay the extra bit for a 
product that promises to help save planet Earth. 

Text | Michael Reed

Cloud computing is 
not only cost-effective 

but it also reduces 
energy consumption
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Fountain pens are not just writing instruments to 
put marks on paper; they’re writing instruments to 
experience the pure joy of writing, to feel how the nib 
glides against the paper, to hear the sound of interaction 
produced between the nib and the paper or to practice 
variations of a line's width together with a choice of 
beautiful ink colours.
Even in the earliest ages of human civilisation, mankind 
had the urge to preserve thoughts by crystallising them 
into words that they placed on the surface of objects. 
Over a long period of time we developed various 
implements like sharp stones, reeds, metals and then 
quills to write and draw on the outer layer of stone, 
pots, plates, palm leaves or skins that, even after many 
generations have come and gone, have still kept those 
thoughts alive for archaeologists to reveal and for others 
to share.  

For those with a taste for the more 
refined things in life, Skyways brings you 
Sky Boutique, a focus on sought after 
luxury items. This month, we turn the 
page to a classic writing instrument –   
the fountain pen.  

Sky Boutique
The fountain pen is mightier than the sword

free | soul
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After the invention of ink and paper the whole mode of 
writing became easier and more widespread. The first 
prototype of the fountain pen was the quill pen. Writers 
had to live with the problem that quills require constant 
dipping in a reservoir of ink and this made the process 
tiring and messy for long hours of writing. Quill pens 
were improved when their makers noticed that bird 
feathers have a hollow channel which can store ink for 
writing if they are shaped properly.

The first trace of fountain pens dates back to the 10th 
century. The story goes that the Caliph of Egypt was 
frustrated by quills as they left ink stains everywhere and 
his scribes were always making a mess wherever they 
went. He demanded the creation of a writing instrument 
which would not cause ink stains on hands or cloth and 
could be carried without untidiness. 
This provoked the creation of the first fountain pen 
model that could be used with a changeable ink cartridge. 
Progress was slow in developing a reliable fountain pen, 
until the mid-19th century. Inventors from across the 
world worked on three key ideas – free-flowing ink, an 
iridium-tipped gold nib and hard rubber ink containers, 
before fountain pens reached a stage where they could 
be mass produced and sold everywhere. 

The major breakthrough came in 1884 by Lewis 
Waterman. After years of numerous experiments, 
modifications, testing and fixing of fountain pens' 
problems, he developed the ‘Three Fissure Feed’, a 
structure based on the principle of capillary attraction. 
He patented his creation and made the idea of portable 
fountain pens a reality. 
Today, fountain pens are still favoured for their elegance 
and easy use as well as remaining a highly collectable 
item. They can be bought in a variety of different 
materials like plastic, wood, leather, gemstones, silver or 
gold, and are available in nine nib sizes to accomplish a 
variety of writing styles like straight, italic and oblique, 
or to practice the art of calligraphy. It's easy to refill a 
fountain pen with an ink cartridge or from bottled ink. 

Besides encouraging unique styles of penmanship and 
elegance, good quality fountain pens can last for several 
lifetimes, and are certainly the right choice to make use 
of when signing an important cheque or sealing a legally 
binding, prestigious contract. They also offer a deeply 
personal quality for writing personal correspondence 
and poetry.

Text | Frank Schiavelli  Photography | Supplied

Born and bred right here - Bell is Africa’s 
very own global equipment supplier. With 
Bell you get machines built tough for 
our harsh environment and support from 
Africa’s most comprehensive network 
of people dedicated to your success. 
Best of all, while you are creating 
infrastructure and jobs, so are we.

Choose Bell as your equipment partner 
and enjoy the pride of knowing you’re not 
just boosting your business but helping 
make Africa a better place too.

Tel: +27 11 928 9700
E-mail: sales@bell.co.za
www.bellequipment.com

STRATEGIC
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Where are all the 

Why demographics are so important for your business right now

people?
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Her name is Danica May Camacho, and she was born 
in Manila on 31 October 2011. The United Nations 
chose her symbolically to be the ‘official’ seven billionth 
living person on earth. That’s a lot of people, and it’s 
set to grow to a total of nine billion by 2050. But that 
big number – the ‘big news’ of demographics – actually 
hides some significant changes in the shape of the 

world’s population. And these changes have important 
implications for most businesses.

The first, and arguably most important, change in 
demographics is that we’re living longer. Every year, 
there is a fourfold increase in the number of people 
turning 100. And more than half of all the people who 
have ever turned 80 are still alive. And most of them 
are pretty active and healthy, too.  Modern medicine, 
our understanding of genetics, medical robotics and 
healthy lifestyles mean that the first person to live to 
150 is probably already alive. That may sound like a 
fanciful prediction, but the medical reality is this: you 
are living one day longer every week you are alive at 
the moment. Put simply: you will definitely live longer 
than you think you will; much longer.

Age ain’t nothin’ but a number
There are many personal implications to this. You 
obviously need to think differently about your career, 
and about retirement. This has huge implications for 
most businesses, and for every government around 
the world. We simply cannot retire at age 65. That’s 

Dr Graeme Codrington 
is the Director of 
TomorrowToday, a strategic 
insights consultancy, and 
is an author, speaker and 
international expert on the 
future world of work. Read 
his daily blog at www.
newworldofwork.co.uk.  

in an era of disruptive 
change, it 

would be all too easy to ignore the 
influence of the slow-moving trend that is 
demographic change. However, changes 
in populations are causing significant 
adjustments in the world around us right 
now. In the third installment of our series 
on the forces of change shaping the 
world of work, we focus our attention on 
people and how our lives are changing.
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not a financial statement – it’s a mental, physical, 
psychological and even spiritual statement. Even if 
you can financially afford to stop working with over 
one third of your life ahead of you, most people won’t 
want to. Already we’re seeing a proliferation of older 
entrepreneurs, or just of recently retired people coming 
back to their old industries, working flexible hours at 
nice hourly rates and calling themselves ‘consultants’. 
We need to start thinking and talking about ‘re-tyre-
ment’, rather than retirement.  

This will have an impact on many companies’ business 
models, as they adapt to find ways to keep their senior 
people. Some industries have no choice: in engineering 
and education in particular we cannot afford to lose 
the skills and expertise of a soon-to-retire generation 
of professionals. The rules – and our mindsets – need to 
change to ensure we retire later, create flexible working 
conditions for older workers, actively seek to employ 
older workers, and find ways to move senior staff into 
different roles without offending their egos.

In many industries, this older group of active people 

also represents a significant market opportunity. 
Too many companies are youth obsessed, and fail to 
recognise that the 60-something market is where most 
of the world’s disposable income resides. Our view of 
what it means to be old is undergoing fundamental 
change right now, and your company needs to keep up.

At the same time, we’re also reducing the size of our 
families. In most parts of the world, the number of 
children being born per family is plummeting. Africa 
still has the world’s largest families, but even so, the 
trend is downward across the continent. By 2050, when 
we have nine billion people, these will be fairly evenly 
distributed by age from babies to centurions. This will 
change the dynamics of the world’s economies. China 
is already running out of cheap labourers, and the 
world is starting to turn its eyes on sub-Saharan Africa 
as the last frontier of demographic and economic 
growth left in the world.  

A new labour force
A third major demographic force to consider is 
migration, especially urbanisation. As we live longer, 
we’re also moving more. Just a few years ago, we 
became a majority city-dwelling planet as more than 
50% of the world’s population was urbanised. It had 
taken humankind 10,000 years to move half of us 
into cities. By 2050, another 50% will have followed, 
and 75% of the world will live in cities. The power of 
the leaders of those cities will dramatically increase 
too. Those companies that need to negotiate with 
governments will be more likely dealing with a mayor 
than a prime minister in the near future.

At the same time, we also expect another 90 million 
people to become middle class every year for the next 
twenty years. By this, we mean that people will move 
out of extreme poverty and have some disposable 
income every month. But 95% of these new middle 
class people will be in emerging markets.

These demographic trends will have the effect of 
turning the world on its head. The current political, 
economic and social structures of the world will all be 
threatened and even overturned in the next few years.  

It may be oversimplifying things, but demographics 
are destiny. Your company needs to be considering the 
needs and expectations of people you might never 
have thought of before: the elderly, migrants, families 
with no children, emerging markets – especially in sub-
Saharan Africa, and the emerging middle class. These 
groups represent significant opportunities as potential 
customers and employees, and should not be ignored.  

Text | Dr Graeme Codrington Photography | Shutterstock

Forget 65; the 
retirement age could 

soon be a lot older

For a completely  
up-to-date number of 

the world’s population, 
see the fantastic 

www.worldometers.info  
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“We’ll Accommodate You”
Int. Tel: 00 27-11-617-8000    
 www.kwikspace.co.za

With over 40 years experience in mobile and panelised systems, such as Site Offices,  Accommodation Camps, 

Dormitories,  Ablutions, Clinics,  Kitchen Units and Complete Turnkey Projects,  delivered to the remotest areas, 

Kwikspace is the largest manufacturer of prefabricated accommodation in Southern Africa. 

Whether it ’s purchased or rented, Kwikspace is your clear choice in Africa.

Need space in a hurry?

ISO 9001 : 2008 Certified Company



It’s not difficult to see why the Toyota Fortuner 
is such an immensely popular SUV. When you’re 
looking at value for money, it’s very tough to beat. 
Sure, there are similarly priced SUVs available, but 
they tend be a bit less versatile. Some are more 
comfortable, but they aren’t as capable off-road. 
Others have more attractive interiors, but don’t sport 
seven seats. Yet others are better on tough 4x4 trails, 
but not as easy to live with on a daily basis. 

The Fortuner, however, is a robust seven-seater 

that is as adept at tackling 4x4 trails and overland 
journeys as it is at making the daily bread run or 
fetching the kids from school. With the Toyota, in 
other words, you get a lot of 4x4 for your money. It 
offers most of what large SUVs such as the Prado, 
Discovery and Pajero offer, but at a significantly 
lower price. 

Are there compromises? Of course. Since it’s based 
on the Hilux, it isn’t nearly as refined as the Prado, 
but it isn’t horribly unrefined either.

Can the Paj outgun 
the Fortuner? mitsubishi recently released a manual (and cheaper) version of the 

Pajero Sport, strengthening its assault on the mighty 
Fortuner. How does this manual version of Mitsubishi’s SUV perform? Does it have what 
it takes to go up against the Fortuner, or is Toyota’s Hilux-based SUV still the solid bet?

free | mind

One-horse 
race?
Pajero Sport takes on 
the Toyota Fortuner
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Leader of the pack
Yes, the popularity of the Fortuner is easy to understand. 
What isn’t as easy to see, however, is the reason behind 
the lacklustre sales of other bakkie-based SUVs. These 
vehicles (the Pajero Sport and Ford Everest) offer the 
same practicality and attractive price, but don’t sell 
nearly as well. The Pajero Sport 3.2 DI-D, for instance, 
seems like a very similar vehicle to the Fortuner 3.0 D-4D 
on paper, but an average of only 33 is sold each month. 
Why aren’t buyers won over by the price and practicality 
of the Pajero Sport? Is the Fortuner truly a better vehicle, 
or is it simply trading on the Toyota name? 

It’s tough to say whether the Fortuner is the better 
overall vehicle, but, in my opinion, it is certainly the 
better performer.

Although both vehicles offer 120 kW of power and 

343Nm of torque, the Fortuner feels punchier and more 
responsive. With the Fortuner, the power is always right 
there when you need it. Its peak torque is generated at 
1,400 r/min, while the Pajero Sport’s sits at 2,000 r/min, 
and that difference is immediately apparent when you 
set off. Accelerating and overtaking in the Fortuner feels 
easier, and there’s less need to shift between gears than 
in the Mitsubishi. 

The Paj’s engine also clatters a bit more, NVH levels 
seem slightly higher and the gearbox feels a bit more 
bakkie-like than the Fortuner’s. Sure, the Toyota’s bakkie 
lineage is also apparent, but it’s just that little bit more 
refined than the Mitsubishi. 

You shouldn’t assume that the difference between the 
two vehicles’ performance is massive. As stated, it’s a 
close race, but the Fortuner felt better to me. I enjoyed 

Leisure wheels is South 
Africa's foremost adventure 
motoring magazine. For this 
reason Skyways has chosen 
to work with Leisure 
wheels when it comes to 
providing you with motoring 
information. For more on 
the topic of adventure 
motoring, look out for the 
current issue of Leisure 
wheels, on sale now. 
www.leisurewheels.com
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my time in the Fortuner more, and felt as if the vehicle 
was more willing to respond to my inputs. 

If I hadn’t known that the two vehicles had identical 
performance figures, I would probably have guessed that 
the Fortuner had a more powerful engine. The engine/
gearbox combination in Toyota’s SUV is excellent.

The dark horse
So is there little point in even considering the Pajero Sport 
when shopping around for a bakkie-based SUV? Not at 
all. The Fortuner might have the better engine/gearbox 
combination, but the Mitsu is superior in other ways. 

Firstly, the Pajero’s handling is, I think, marginally 
better. While the vehicle shares its underpinnings with 
the Triton, it boasts a suspension setup nicked from 
the normal Pajero. This suspension, combined with the 
chassis, provides the Pajero Sport with solid handling, 
both on-road and off. 

Secondly, the Pajero has a better-looking interior. The 
Fortuner’s interior is drab. Covered in countless shades 
of grey and brown, the Toyota’s cabin won’t appeal to 
many local buyers. In other parts of the world where the 
Fortuner is sold, buyers probably won’t find anything 

wrong with it, but South Africans tend to prefer a more 
conservative look. Since its latest update, it also sports 
wood inserts that look gaudy and cheap. That said, it 
does have the better infotainment system. The face-
lifted Fortuner has a touch-screen system that works 
well and is very intuitive. 

Overall, the Pajero Sport’s cabin feels more upmarket. 
Covered in tasteful grey leather, it looks much better 
than the Fortuner’s interior. It’s not plush. Its dash is very 
similar to that of the Triton, and a lot of surfaces sport hard 
plastics, but it seems classier than that of the Fortuner. 

The seating arrangement in the back of the Pajero 
Sport is also better. The third-row seats fold into the 
floor, leaving a lot of loading space. The Fortuner’s 
third-row seats fold to the sides, taking up a lot of 
space in the back. 

The Pajero’s last two rows are also very configurable. 
It can seat anything from one to five people, depending 
on your needs. 

I found it much easier to sit in the back of the Pajero 
Sport. I wouldn’t be able to spend much time in the 
cramped rear of the Toyota, but I could endure a couple 
of hours in the rear row of the Mitsubishi.

Although the Fortuner's 
cabin is comfortable, 
its finishes are, well, 
controversial. In SA, 

where we tend to 
prefer conservative, 

dark interiors, the 
Toyota's light-brown 

leather and glossy 
wood finishes 

count against it

free | mind
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Finally, the manual Pajero Sport is cheaper than the 
manual 4x4 Fortuner. In fact, you’ll save nearly R13,000 
opting for the Mitsubishi. We also found it to be slightly 
more economical than the Toyota. The Pajero sipped a 
mere 8,6 litres of diesel per 100km, while the Fortuner 
used 9,1 litres.

It should also be said that the manual shooter works 
better with the Pajero’s engine than the four-speed 
auto shifter does. Not only is it easier to use, but it also 
improves fuel consumption. The manual Pajero Sport 
definitely compares more favourably to the manual 
Fortuner than the auto model does to a Fortuner with 
an auto box. 

And the winner is?
Why would you pick the Pajero Sport over the Fortuner? 
Well, it’s cheaper, its interior is better looking and its 
third-row seats are more user-friendly.

I’m not sure, however, how many people will be 
swayed by these attributes. Yes, the Mitsubishi is R12,700 
cheaper, but I doubt that this is enough of a price 
difference to coax potential buyers away from Toyota 
showrooms. For the Pajero Sport to truly compete on 

price, I think it would have to be at least R30,000 cheaper 
than the Fortuner. 

And yes, the Pajero has a more pleasing interior, but 
once you get beyond the Fortuner’s unfashionable 
finishes, you realise that its cabin is pretty well laid 
out. The Fortuner’s cabin is not a bad place to be at 
all, particularly if you’re sitting in the driver’s seat. 
Everything feels intuitive and ergonomically correct. 

Due to the popularity of the Fortuner – and, indeed, 
Toyotas in general – I suspect that most potential buyers’ 
first port of call when shopping for a bakkie-based SUV 
such as the Fortuner will be a Toyota dealership. And once 
they’ve experienced its excellent all-round performance, 
they probably won’t bother to look anywhere else. And 
that’s a shame, because the Pajero Sport has a lot to 
offer. For some, it will be more suitable, especially if they 
plan on making regular use of the third-row seats. 

The Pajero Sport is a good vehicle that deserves to sell 
in greater numbers, but I fear it doesn’t boast a unique 
selling point that can allow it to take on an SUV as 
popular as the Fortuner. 

Text | Gert van Rooyen Photography | Supplied

The Mitsubishi Pajero 
Sport's interior looks 
classier than that of 
the Fortuner. Since this 
is a bakkie-based SUV, 
however, it is still pretty 
basic. You'll find a lot 
of similarities between 
the Pajero Sport's cabin 
and that of the Triton
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Pulling together
This is the epitome of agricultural 
teamwork – a group of ants gathering 
wild strawberries. Capture a great 
moment and send us your pic. 
Email: skyways@panorama.co.za 

panorama
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STRONG LANGUAGE 
STRONG SCIENCE

Frustrated by a lack of action, scientists are now speaking out
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So scientists are now throwing caution to the wind and 
telling it the way it is:

“In 1988, Jim Hansen famously stated in a 
congressional hearing that ‘it is time to stop waffling 
so much and say that the evidence is pretty strong 
that the greenhouse effect is here’. We conclude that 
now, more than 20 years later, the evidence is strong 
that anthropogenic, unprecedented heat and rainfall 
extremes are here – and are causing intense human 
suffering.” (A decade of weather extremes, Dim 
Coumou and Stefan Rahmstorf, Potsdam Institute for 
Climate Impact Research, Germany, Nature Climate 
Change, 25 March 2012)

Since Hansen appeared before that hearing, climate 
scientists have, on the whole, steered clear of such 
strong statements. This is in part due to the nature of 
science, which uses language that the lay public sees 
as ‘waffling’ (terms like probability spring to mind – a 
statement of probability which might make a scientist 
gasp at how firm it is will leave those who don’t grasp 
statistics with a sense of uncertainty). Science also 
works with large observations (a study of 15,000 people 
is more convincing than one done on 30 people) and 
climate science involves a wide range of fields and 
interwoven factors of a dizzying complexity. The 
language used to express these complexities can be 
baffling to the lay person.

But more and more scientists are speaking in plain 
language these days. With a vast body of research all 
pointing the same way, climate scientists are becoming 
impatient with the lack of political and social will, with 
the loud voices of those few who remain in denial, 
and the welcome the denialists get in certain media 
quarters. Behind closed doors, climate scientists will 
express themselves even more strongly: they are a 
very, very worried group of people. In fact, impacts on 
South and southern Africa are such that we are already 
talking serious adaptation – to declining fish stocks, 
reduced yield of certain crops, reduced water supply, 
greater risks of wildfires and many more. 

As Coumou and Rahmstorf’s state: climate change is 
not just on its way, it’s here already: “…unprecedented 
heat and rainfall extremes are here – and are causing 
intense human suffering”.  

Extreme events
Their recent paper looks back at the years from 2000 
to 2011, and picks out the high number of damaging 
and costly extreme weather events during that period, 
ranging from the flooding of Prague and Dresden in 
2002 (cost around $15 billion) to the ghastly bushfires 
in Australia in 2009 which destroyed 3,500 houses and 
took 173 lives, to the many events in 2010, not least 
of which was the wildfires that swept across Russia’s 
prime cropland, destroying a third of the harvest. 

Published in March this year, they were not to know 
that May would rack up some records of its own: in 
the USA, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) published findings in the 
State of the Climate Global Analysis for May 2012 
showing that most regions of the globe experienced 
extreme temperatures. May 2012 was the hottest on 
record, beating the previous all-time record set just two 
years ago in 2010. The NOAA reports that the globally-
averaged land surface temperature for May 2012 was 
1.21°C above average.

And the season for tropical storms in the North 
Atlantic began early this year: both Tropical Storm 
Alberto and Tropical Storm Beryl developed before the 
official start of the season on 1 June. This is the first 
time this has happened in 104 years.

South Africans living in Gauteng will have noticed 
that our temperatures were significantly higher than 
usual throughout summer, and through May, when 
average midday highs should be around 19 or 20°C. 
In Pongola, in KwaZulu-Natal, where May daytime 
temperatures usually hit the mid-20s, 37.8°C was 
recorded on 1 May.

At a gathering of about 500 leading scientists from 
75 countries just before Rio+20, Yuan Tseh Lee, 
President of the International Council for Science 
(ICSU), underlined the urgency of the situation: 
“Scientific evidence shows convincingly that our way 
of development is undermining the resilience of our 
planet. We must find a different path towards a safe 
and prosperous future. With all the knowledge and 
creativity we have, it is absolutely possible. But we are 
running out of time.” 

Why no action?
 If climate change is here already, and the hot future is 
rushing to meet us at an ever-faster pace, why on earth 

Scientists have been 
warning about the 
effects of deforestation 
for decades, but their 
cries seem to have 
fallen on deaf ears

check the worry in my eye, as 
the old South African 

saying has it. Well yes, literally – worry is 
what you’ll see these days in the eyes of 
local and international climate scientists. 
It’s been decades since the first warnings 
about climate change were sounded, 
and have we done anything concrete to 
stave it off? No.
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do we still have people denying it or avoiding tackling 
it? A major reason is because there’s no quick and easy 
fix, no magic bullet, no deus ex machine.

“… much of the resistance to climate change 
mitigation policy points to the presumed large-scale 
changes in technology and forms of consumption that 
will be required to stabilise atmospheric concentrations 
of greenhouse gases. These changes will need to be 
huge because they must counter substantial increases 
in scale coming from population growth and especially 
increasing affluence.” (Human drivers of national 
greenhouse-gas emissions, Eugene A Rosa and Thomas 
Dietz, Woods Institute for the Environment, Stanford 
University and Michigan State University USA, Nature 
Climate Change, 10 June 2012)

Whether you believe that human ingenuity will 

enable us to develop clean forms of energy or engineer 
the planet to reduce the impact of emissions, or if you 
believe dealing with climate change means plunging 
humanity back into the Dark Ages, getting serious 
about climate change means making huge changes 
to the way we live, work and consume. And human 
beings find change scary.

A second reason is that climate change is very often 
seen as something separate from our real lives, a 
‘greenie’ issue, an issue which doesn’t really impact on 
our own lives in the here and now. Scientists like Claire 
Davis -who authored Climate Risk and Vulnerability: A 
handbook for southern Africa – and Dr Emma Archer 
of the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research 
have a different perspective, due to their work. Dr 
Archer has been researching the impact of climate 

A shortage of water 
is already affecting 

Africa’s most destitute
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change on agriculture in southern Africa, and thus has 
a very practical take on climate change: it will, in fact 
in vulnerable regions has already started to, impact on 
when and where farmers can plant, what crops they 
select and how much they can expect to harvest.

“People are more likely to understand the need for 
urgent action if we take climate change out of what 
I’ve come to call the ‘green ghetto’ and re-frame it 
as a matter which is already having an impact on 
practical issues,” says Dr Archer. For example, a study 
just published in Nature Climate Change shows that 
higher water temperatures and reduced river flows in 
the US and Europe have already resulted in reduced 
production of thermoelectric power, due to lack of 
cooling water, and that this is going to get worse, 
resulting in reductions of up to 19% by 2031-2060. 
For these countries, this must be tackled, not to 
placate some hypothetical ‘green’ constituency, but as 
an urgent practical matter. Since the power is needed 
urgently, and it’s impractical to pump sea-water into 
the interior, the alternative is likely to be a climate-
change fighting wind or wave farm.

This kind of reframing has become common in the 
world of health: “Policies that reduce greenhouse 
emissions can result in significant health improvements 
and contribute to tackling the epidemic of chronic 
diseases now facing modern societies,” writes Marion 
Carey, senior research fellow at Australia’s Monash 
University. An example she cites: “Reducing fossil fuel 
combustion from vehicle use and coal combustion 
can reduce air pollution, a significant cause of 
cardiovascular and respiratory disease, and premature 
death. By designing our cities and transportation 
systems more efficiently, we can reduce emissions and 
help prevent a range of health impacts.”

Finally, it is clear that reducing emissions of 
greenhouse gases will not occur in the context of the 
institutional, political and cultural forces that have 
prevailed so far. The time horizons of the politicians are 
really very small – four to five years to the next election. 
Many companies have similarly close horizons – a year 
till the next shareholders’ meeting, say. If we are going 
to adapt to climate change, it is clear the leadership will 
have to come from civil society, and not just from non-
governmental organisations, but from mothers and 
fathers, workers and management, sportspeople and 
entertainers, churches, temples and mosques.

As Yuan Tseh Lee puts it: “We need real leadership, 
practical solutions, and concrete action to set our world 
on a sustainable path.”

Text | Mandi Smallhorne Photography | Supplied

innovative crushing and screening solutions backed by legendary support
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Laser Eraser
A beam of light removes toner from printed paper  
so it can be used again

RESULTS: Researchers at the University of Cambridge 
removed ink from laser-printed sheets of paper using 
laser light. The process is so gentle that a single sheet 
of paper can be used five times before it requires 
conventional recycling.
WHY IT MATTERS: Recycling paper, which involves 
breaking it down and re-forming it, uses a lot of energy and 
water. The researchers calculate that removing ink with their 
process releases no more than half as much carbon dioxide 
as recycling a sheet of paper, and it doesn’t require any water.
METHODS: Heat is used to affix toner to paper, and the new 
process uses heat to remove it. The challenge was finding a 
way to apply the heat only to the toner, to avoid damaging 
the paper. The researchers selected green laser light, because 
dark toner absorbs it and heats up while the light reflects 
off the white paper. They used very short pulses of light that 
vaporise the toner before it has a chance to transfer heat to 
the paper and destroy it. 
NEXT STEPS: The researchers are looking for ways 
to decrease the cost of the process by about 10% so 
that the technology will be economically competitive 
with recycling. 

Source | “Toner-print removal from paper by long and ultrashort pulsed lasers”

David Ricardo Leal-Ayala et al. Proceedings of the Royal 

Society A, published online March 14, 2012
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Efficient Apps
A new tool reveals how mobile apps waste your 
battery life and what to do about it

RESULTS: Many smart-phone apps use more energy 
than they need to, researchers at Purdue University 
and Microsoft Research found. Software tools that they 
developed can identify where energy is being wasted and 
help developers reduce the energy consumption of their 
apps. They used the system to reduce energy use in four 
apps by 20 to 65%. 
WHY IT MATTERS: Mobile operating systems are designed 
to be as energy efficient as possible, but the developers of apps 
that run on those systems generally don’t work with energy 
consumption in mind. The researchers’ tools could make 
smart phones more useful by decreasing unnecessary drains 
on the battery. 
METHODS: The researchers created a system that logs 
everything mobile apps do, such as accessing the camera 
or using the network connection to transfer data. Then it 
determines the total energy consumption of these actions and 
creates a summary of each app’s most energy-demanding 
processes. That summary makes clear which parts of an app 
need altering to reduce energy use.
NEXT STEPS: The researchers are developing tools to 
automatically fix code that leads to excess energy use. Their 
system could also be built into smart-phone operating 
systems so that apps could be forced to use less energy.

Source | “Fine Grained Energy Accounting on Smartphones with Eprof”

Abhinav Pathak et al, EuroSys 2012, Bern, Switzerland, April 10–13, 2012

free | trade

This micrograph 
shows part of a piece 
of paper that used to 

be covered in toner. A 
laser removed most of 
the toner, leaving only 

a small amount on 
the left for reference
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Smarter Biofuel Bugs
A molecular sensor boosts biodiesel production

RESULTS: Synthetic biologists in California demonstrated 
a way to triple the amount of biodiesel a type of bacteria 
can make from sugar. They equipped the bacteria with a 
protein that senses the level of certain biological chemicals 
in a cell and changes gene activity in response. This creates 
a feedback loop that continually optimises fuel production. 
WHY IT MATTERS: Biofuels have trouble competing 
with fossil fuels in part because organisms are inefficient 
factories: they make too much of one ingredient or another. 
The researchers reduced that waste. This new approach 
could ultimately make biofuels less expensive. 
METHODS: The researchers started with a strain of 
designer E. coli that creates biodiesel from two biological 
building blocks: fatty acids and ethanol. They engineered 
the bacteria to produce a naturally occurring protein that 
can sense the amount of fatty acids in a cell and regulate 
the activity of various genes in response. The researchers 
modified the bacterial genome to specify which genes the 
protein would control – directing it, for example, to slow 
production of ethanol when fatty-acid levels are low and 
to speed it up when they are high.
NEXT STEPS: Yields need to improve further for commercial 
production; even at triple what they were, they’re still at 
only 28% of the theoretical maximum. The researchers will 
now try to introduce similar gene-regulating mechanisms 
that can improve other parts of the process or be used to 
make a variety of chemicals in addition to biodiesel. 

Source | “Design of a dynamic sensor-regulator system for 

production of chemicals and fuels derived from fatty acids”

Jay Keasling et al. Nature Biotechnology, published online 

March 25, 2012

M AT E R I A L S 

Burning Batteries
A DVD drive can make high-energy            
electrode materials

RESULTS: Researchers used an inexpensive process to 
build high-performance supercapacitors, which are a type 
of battery. The new devices store five to nine times more 
energy by weight than conventional supercapacitors and 
can be charged almost five times faster. They can also be 
recharged more than 10,000 times without losing storage 
capacity.
WHY IT MATTERS: The advance might bring down the 
price of batteries for hybrid and electric vehicles. Much of 
the bulk and cost of battery packs in these cars arises from 

Like this article?

For more 
intelligent reads 

check out
           for knowledge

measures that are necessary to help them last the life of 
a car. Supercapacitors are far more rugged, so they don’t 
require these measures, but conventional ones store too 
little energy to be practical. The researchers found a way 
to increase supercapacitors’ energy storage to levels that 
are useful in hybrid vehicles, and they found a potentially 
cheap way to make them. Bending the devices doesn’t 
damage them, so they could be used to power future 
flexible electronics.
METHODS: To make supercapacitor electrodes, the 
researchers coat a DVD with plastic and then with a layer 
of inexpensive graphite oxide. They load the DVD into a 
standard DVD burner and use the drive’s laser to heat the 
graphite oxide. The heat drives off oxygen, leaving behind 
sheets of carbon in a form called graphene. As the oxygen 
bubbles out of the material, it produces a network of pores 
that allows ions from an electrolyte to flow through the 
material, which is essential for high energy storage. 
NEXT STEPS: The researchers are meeting with several 
companies to discuss commercialising the technology. 
They are also developing a processing setup that can 
accommodate electrodes bigger than a DVD but still uses 
inexpensive lasers.

Source | “Laser Scribing of High-Performance and Flexible Graphene-

Based -Electrochemical Capacitors” Richard B. Kaner et al.

Science 335: 1326–1330

The dark areas on this 
DVD are graphene, a 
form of carbon that 
can be useful for 
battery electrodes.
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Serves 4
30ml sunflower oil
5ml cumin seeds
1 onion, finely chopped
7ml coarse salt
1 dried red chilli
5ml crushed garlic
10ml crushed ginger
10ml red chilli powder
5ml ground cumin
5ml ground coriander
Pinch of turmeric
700g butternut chunks
750ml water
10ml sugar
2 sprigs curry leaves
Coriander to garnish

IngredientsCurried butternut soup
•	 Heat	oil	on	medium	temperature	 in	a	thick-bottomed	

pot.  
•	 Add	 the	 cumin	 seeds	 and	 sauté	 until	 they	 begin	 to	

splutter.
•	 Stir	in	the	chopped	onion	and	salt.
•	 Sauté	the	onion	until	pale	golden	around	the	edges.
•	 Add	the	crushed	ginger	and	garlic	and	stir	for	5	seconds.
•	 Add	the	red	chilli	powder,	ground	cumin,	coriander	and	

turmeric.
•	 Stir	in	the	butternut	and	coat	the	pieces	in	the	spices.
•	 Pour	in	750ml	water	and	the	sugar.	Bring	to	the	boil.
•	 Reduce	 the	 heat	 and	 simmer	 until	 the	 butternut	 is	

tender.  
•	 Place	the	cooked	butternut	in	a	liquidiser	with	the	curry	

leaves.
•	 Process	until	smooth.
•	 Return	the	butternut	soup	to	the	pot	and	reheat	before	

serving.
•	 Garnish	with	fresh	coriander.

Celebrity chef and author, 
Yudhika Sujanani, has authored 
two recipe books, Curry Me 
Home and Curry Me Home 
again, and hopes to be releasing 
a third book later this year. Her 
‘Curry Me Home’ complementary 
range of spices is available in a 
number of retailers countrywide 
and provides the foundation for 
many of her dishes. 
As we head into the winter home 
straight, Sujanani shares a few 
spicy recipes to help fight the chill.

starter

WIN!Three lucky readers can win 
a copy of Curry me home again 
and a spice rack. Simply mail 

skyways@panorama.co.za. T&C’s apply.
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Serves 4
4 lamb shanks, 
each weighing 

approximately 450g
Salt and black 

pepper, to season
1 small cinnamon stick

15ml cumin seeds
15ml coriander seeds

2 cardamom pods
10ml chilli flakes

20ml sunflower oil
2 onions, sliced

15ml crushed ginger
15ml crushed garlic

10ml red chilli powder
Juice of 1 lemon

1 x 400g tin tomatoes
250ml boiling water
Chopped coriander, 

to serve

Ingredients

free | body

Berry cream roll
•	 Preheat	the	oven	to	190°C.
•	 Grease	and	line	a	swiss	roll	baking	tin.	
•	 Place	the	egg	whites	into	a	mixing	bowl.
•	 Whisk	the	egg	whites	and	gradually	add	20ml	castor	

sugar.
•	 Place	the	egg	yolks	in	a	mixing	bowl	and	whisk	with	an	

electric beater.
•	 Gradually	 add	 the	80ml	 castor	 sugar	while	whisking	

continuously.
•	 When	the	egg	yolks	are	light	and	fluffy,	add	the	lemon	

zest and juice.
•	 Sift	 the	 flour,	 baking	 powder	 and	 salt	 into	 the	 egg	

yolks.

Cumin and coriander lamb shanks
•	 Season	 the	 lamb	 shanks	 with	 salt	 and	 black	

pepper. 
•	 Heat	 a	 skillet	 on	 medium	 and	 roast	 the	

cinnamon stick, cumin seeds, coriander seeds 
and cardamom pods. 

•	 Remove	 the	 spices	 from	 the	 pan	 when	 they	
become aromatic and fragrant. 

•	 Leave	 the	 spices	 aside	 to	 cool	 before	 grinding	
them in a coffee grinder. 

•	 Add	the	chilli	flakes	to	the	ground	spices.		
•	 Heat	 the	sunflower	oil	 in	a	 thick-bottomed	pot	

and fry the onions until light golden brown.
•	 Remove	the	onions	from	the	pot	and	leave	aside.	
•	 Place	 the	 lamb	 shanks	 into	 the	 same	 pan	 and	

brown the meat on high.
•	 Reduce	the	heat	once	the	meat	is	browned	and	

add the roasted spice mix. 
•	 Stir	in	the	red	chilli	powder,	crushed	ginger	and	

garlic. 
•	 Mix	well	to	ensure	the	shanks	are	evenly	coated.	
•	 Add	 the	 fried	 onion	 to	 the	 lamb,	 pour	 in	 the	

lemon juice and then add the tinned tomatoes. 
•	 Pour	in	the	boiling	water	and	simmer	for	2	hours	

on a low heat until the lamb is tender. 
•	 Garnish	with	chopped	coriander.

main
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serves 2
4 large eggs, separated 
20ml castor sugar
80ml castor sugar
Zest of 1 lemon
20ml lemon juice
30ml cold water
200ml cake flour
5ml baking powder
Pinch of salt

Ingredients

serves 2
200ml fresh cream
10ml sugar
Drop of vanilla essence
1 punnet fresh berries
Castor sugar, to 
dust cake

Filling

•	 Fold	 the	 mixture,	 taking	 care	 not	 to	 over-mix														
the batter.

•	 Lastly,	fold	in	the	stiff	egg	whites.		
•	 Make	sure	the	ingredients	are	well	combined.
•	 Spoon	the	mixture	into	the	prepared	tin.
•	 Use	a	spatula	to	evenly	spread	the	batter.
•	 Bake	for	10	to	12	minutes	or	until	a	skewer	comes	out	

clean when the sponge is tested.
•	 Remove	the	cake	from	the	oven	and	turn	out	onto	a	

slightly damp tea towel.
•	 Remove	 the	baking	paper	and	 trim	 the	edges	of	 the	

sponge.
•	 Roll	the	sponge	as	quickly	as	possible	and	leave	to	cool.

For the filling:
•	 Whisk	the	fresh	cream	with	sugar	and	vanilla	essence	

until stiff.
•	 Unroll	the	sponge	and	spread	a	layer	of	cream	over.		
•	 Sprinkle	 the	 raspberries	 over	 and	 tightly	 roll	 the	

sponge up again.
•	 Dust	the	cake	with	castor	sugar	and	serve	slices	with	

berries on the side.

dessert
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Through the 

grapevine
The finest wines from the Slanghoek Valley

Read more about 
South Africa’s top 

winemakers on www.
skywaysmagazine.com

every month, we feature 
a selection of wines 

from the country’s top vineyards. This 
month, we focus on the picturesque 
Slanghoek Valley.

recommends three favourites which make                  
for particularly enjoyable drinking at present.

Private Selection Chenin Blanc 2012
Chenin Blanc is currently enjoying a blossoming in 
popularity, and justifiably so, as this versatile and vigorous 
grape cultivar accounts for the vast majority of Cape 
vineyards. The 2012 Chenin Blanc is crisp and refreshing 
with typical tropical fruit flavours such as ripe pear, 
guava and peach abounding on the nose and 
palate, and lively acidity rendering good balance 
to this pleasantly fruity wine. 

Slanghoek Red Muscadel 2011
The perennially award-winning Red Muscadel is a 
classic Jerepigo dessert wine made from carefully 
selected Red Muscadel grapes, with an aromatic 
Muscat nose and richly-concentrated ripe 
red berry and litchi flavours on the palate, 
followed by a lingering, well-balanced 
finish. 

Jason’s Hill Cabernet Sauvignon 2009 
Maturing in French Oak barrels for 14 months, this is a 
rich and complex wine with intensely vibrant berry fruit 
flavours. It is well balanced with fine-grained tannins, 
harmonising well with the hint of oak.  

Text and Photography | Supplied

Slanghoek Valley is situated in the prime agricultural 
Breedekloof region outside Rawsonville in the Western 
Cape. While this pristine natural environment might still be 
a relative unknown to some, Slanghoek Cellar has garnered 
a legion of loyal supporters through the years, with a 
reputation for producing a diverse range of quality wines. 

The Slanghoek winemaking team is lead by Cellar 
Master Pieter Carstens. He is a certified wine show judge 
who regularly serves on Veritas and SA Young Wine Show 
panels, as well as the Wine and Spirit Board. Here, Carstens 
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Sir McCartney must have been in a pensive mood on 
that visit because he began to pen one of The Beatles’ 
greatest songs ever – a song that began with the title Hey 
Jules. “I started with the idea ‘Hey Jules,’ which was Julian, 
‘don’t make it bad, take a sad song and make it better…’” 
McCartney once explained. 

Julian himself didn’t know the song was about him 
until decades later, and was very touched, having had 
fond memories of McCartney’s visits – ones he feels 
outnumbered visits by his own father.

“Paul told me he’d been thinking about my circumstances, 
about what I was going through and what I’d have to go 
through. Paul and I used to hang out quite a bit – more 
than Dad and I did. There seem to be far more pictures of 
me and Paul playing at that age than me and Dad.” 

But, though the song started with its roots in fatherly 
concern, the subsequent lyrics bring the song’s meaning 
into disrepute. Paul had changed the title to Hey Jude, 
because he believed it sounded better, and some of the 
lyrics seem to pertain to an adult relationship between a 
man and a woman as opposed to advice to a young child. 

John Lennon also helped tweak the song, thus making it a 
Lennon-McCartney collaboration.

Dear John
In fact, Lennon, in a rather egotistical fashion, assumed 
the song was written about him, detailing McCartney’s 
feelings over Lennon’s relationship with Yoko. However, 
McCartney has always denied this, although he has 
admitted that a certain line, which Lennon encouraged 
him to leave in when he wanted to change it, still makes 
him think of the slain Beatle.

Inspiration aside, the song itself is fraught with meaning 
– and this may differ from person to person as they 
listen to it – which is what makes it so brilliant. It can be 
interpreted as advice to someone who is down on his luck, 
encouragement for a man who has met the woman of his 
dreams or as a plea to someone to look at the bright side of 
a situation. Those who wish to remain faithful to the song’s 
original intent, claim that the lines that say: “Remember to 
let her into your heart/then you can start to make it better,” 
are encouragement for Julian to accept his new step-
mother, although McCartney has never backed this up.

Tugging at the heartstrings
Though the full version was more than seven minutes 
long – very unusual at the time – the song received lots of 
radio play and reached #1 in many countries. To this day, it 
is heralded as one of the best songs ever recorded. In fact, 
Rolling Stone magazine voted it #8 on its 2010 list of 500 
Greatest Songs of all Time.

The tenderness with which the song was written, coupled 
with the sheer intensity of an audience singing it in unison 
at concerts, makes the track a very powerful one.

Text | Deanna Dudley Photography | Dubova

It appears that Julian 
Lennon indeed had a 

hard time dealing with 
his father’s absence 
and lack of interest 

in his life. In 1996, he 
bought the recording 
notes for Hey Jude at 

an auction – and went 
on to spend a great 

deal of money on John 
Lennon memorabilia. It 

seems he had very little 
to remember his father 

by, and his manager 
cited the purchase as 

being for ‘personal 
reasons’. Though the 

original inspiration and 
context may indeed 

have strayed from the 
intended path, the 

underlying message, at 
least for Julian, is still 

there – and if it brought 
him any comfort, even 
years after the fact, it 

served its purpose.

in 1968, Paul McCartney 
visited John 

Lennon’s estranged wife, Cynthia, and her 
son Julian. It was a time of great turmoil 
for the pair as John had fallen in love with 
the enigmatic Yoko Ono and left his family. 
McCartney, having known the family for 
a long time, thought it unbecoming to 
simply cut Cynthia and Julian out of his 
life, ergo the unannounced visit.

Fatherly love
A Beatles classic has its roots in a broken home

and loss
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And anytime you feel the pain, hey Jude, refrain
Don’t carry the world upon your shoulders

For well you know that it’s a fool who plays it cool
By making his world a little colder
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The End: Hitler's Germany, 
1944-45 
By Ian Kershaw

The last months of WWII were a nightmarish 
time to be alive. Unimaginable levels of 
violence destroyed entire cities. Millions 
died or were dispossessed. By all kinds 
of criteria it was the end: the end of the 
Third Reich and its terrible empire but also, 
increasingly, it seemed to be the end of 
European civilisation itself.

In this gripping book Kershaw describes 
these final months, from the failed attempt 
to assassinate Hitler in July 1944 to the 
German surrender in May 1945. The major 
question that Kershaw attempts to answer 

is: what made Germany keep on fighting? 
In almost every major war there has come 
a point where defeat has loomed for one 
side and its rulers have cut a deal with the 
victors, if only in an attempt to save their 
own skins. In Hitler's Germany, nothing of 
this kind happened: in the end the regime 
had to be stamped out town by town with a 
level of brutality almost without precedent. 
The End makes vivid an era which still 
deeply scars Europe. It raises the most 
profound questions about the nature of the 
Second World War, about the Third Reich 
and about how ordinary people behave in 
extreme circumstances.

✶✶✶✶✶ 

Live and lead  
By Coen Bester

Intrigued by the question, “how do you 
prepare a leader for a path that he will 
travel but once?” Coen Bester may have 
found a credible solution to this challenge. 
Inspired by the modern day GPS, he has 
come up with the human equivalent 
of a GPS – the Personal Guidance 
System, or PGS. He makes a convincing 
conclusion that this mental model is 
not only applicable on the level of the 
individual, but also to the organisation as 
a whole and that it provides a powerful 
framework for the strategic management 
of the organisation. The implication on 
leadership is profound, and he shows 
how the true power of the PGS comes 
alive in the hands of a leader who grasps 
the concept.

✶✶✶✶✶

An African Love Story: 
Love, Life and Elephants 
By Daphne Sheldrick

A typical day for Daphne involves rescuing 
baby elephants from poachers and finding 
homes for orphan elephants; all the while 
campaigning against the possibility that 
the ivory trade might be re-opened. 
An African Love Story is the incredible 
memoir of her life. It tells two stories. 
The first is the Tsavo years, and the 
extraordinary love story which blossomed 
when the young Daphne moved to Tsavo 
with her first husband and fell head over 
heels in love with both the park and its 
famous warden, David Sheldrick. The 
second is the love story of how Daphne 
and David, who devoted their lives to 
saving elephant orphans, at first lost 
every infant under the age of two until 
Daphne at last managed to devise the 
first-ever milk formula which would keep 
them alive.

✶✶✶✶✶

Incognito: The 
Secret Lives 
of the Brain    
By David Eagleman

If the conscious mind – the 
part you consider you – is 
just the tip of the iceberg, 

what is the rest doing? In this provocative book, 
neuroscientist David Eagleman navigates the 
depths of the subconscious brain to illuminate 
surprising mysteries: Why can your foot move 
halfway to the brake pedal before you become 

consciously aware of danger ahead? Why do 
you notice when your name is mentioned in 
a conversation that you didn't think you were 
listening to? Why is it so difficult to keep a secret? 
And how is it possible to get angry at yourself: 
who, exactly, is cross with whom? Taking in brain 
damage, plane spotting, dating, drugs, beauty, 
infidelity, synaesthesia, criminal law, artificial 
intelligence and visual illusions, Incognito is a 
thrilling subsurface exploration of the mind and all 
its contradictions.

✶✶✶✶✶
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in the
Ladies

This Women’s Month, we focus 
on some of the country’s most 
influential ladies

limelight
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Maria Ramos
CEO, ABSA Group 
Maria Ramos is well known 
in the country’s financial and 
economic circles. Despite an 
under-privileged start in life, 
Ramos applied her sharp mind 
to her studies, obtaining a 
B.Com from the University of 
the Witwatersrand in 1987 and 

a Master’s degree in economics from the University 
of London in 1992. She also lobbied for the Barclays 
Bank Graduate Scholarship, open only to men, and 
won it in 1983. 

Starting her career as a clerk for Barclay’s Bank, 
Ramos taught economics (1989 to 1994), and served as 
an economist for the ANC’s Department of Economic 
Planning from 1990 to 1994. In 1996 she was appointed 
as the country’s director general of finance. In 2004 she 
accepted the position of CEO of Transnet and moved to 
the ABSA Group as CEO in 2009.

She has made the Forbes Magazine list of most 
influential businesswomen every year since 2006, 
ranking ninth in 2009 and eleventh in 2010.

Ramos married former Finance Minister Trevor 
Manual in 2008 and the couple has been credited with 
steering the South African economy towards a free-
market model, and fortifying the economy through debt 
reduction and expansion of the country’s export sector.

Lindiwe Mazibuko
Parliamentary Leader of the 
Democratic Alliance
Although she was born in 
Swaziland in 1980, Lindiwe 
Mazibuko was raised in Durban, 
and considers the east coast city 
her home. After matriculating 
from St Mary’s DSG in Kloof, 
she continued her studies at the 

University of KwaZulu-Natal and the University of 
Cape Town where she graduated with a BA Honours 
(Political Communication) degree in 2007.

When Mazibuko chose Helen Zille as the subject of 
her honours dissertation, she discovered policies and 
programmes in the DA that mirrored her ideologies. 

She started out as a researcher and a year later was 
appointed the party’s national media officer during 
the 2009 National Elections. In 2008 Mazibuko stood 
for public office and was elected to Parliament in 2009, 
becoming the DA’s National Spokesperson and Shadow 

Deputy Minister for Communications. In 2010 she 
became the Shadow Minister for Rural Development 
and Land Reform and in October 2011 was elected by 
the DA’s Parliamentary caucus as Parliamentary Leader 
and Leader of the Opposition in the National Assembly.

  
Naledi Grace Mandisa 
Pandor
Minister of Science and Technology
Granddaughter of ZK Matthews, 
a respected anti-apartheid 
teacher and reformist, and 
member and Cape President of 
the ANC, Naledi Pandor entered 
South African politics in 1994 as 
Member of Parliament and was 

appointed Chairperson of The National Council of 
Provinces by President Thabo Mbeki five years later.

During her tenure as Minister of Education from 2004 
to 2009, Pandor oversaw a complete overhaul of the 
education system. Pandor spent many years as a teacher 
and lecturer. She taught English in both Botswana and 
London and then lectured at the University of Botswana 
before joining the University of Cape Town in 1989 as 
a senior lecturer. Her list of educational achievements 
include a BA in History and English at the University of 
Botswana and an MA at the University of London.

Bomo Edna Molewa
Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs
Edna Molewa’s political career has been a busy one. 
She served as Minister of Social Development for 18 
months before being appointed Minister of Water 
and Environmental Affairs in November 2010. During 
her time as a Member of Parliament in the National 
Assembly between 1994 and 1996, she became the first 
woman to chair the parliamentary portfolio committee 

on trade and industry. Deployed to the provincial legislature of North West 
province in 1996, Molewa served as Member of the Executive Council 
(MEC) for tourism, conservation and the environment until 1998, when she 
became MEC for economic development and tourism. She served as MEC 
for agriculture, conservation and the environment between 2000 and 2004. 

An active participant in the trade union movement for nearly two decades, 
Molewa chaired the Warmbaths branch of the South African Commercial, 
Catering and Allied Workers’ Union (SACAAWU) between 1976 and 1990, 
serving as the Union’s national deputy president for seven years from 1987. 
She was appointed deputy chairman of the Garankuwa branch of the ANC 
Women’s League in 1992 and served as its provincial chairman for the North 
West between 2005 and 2008. Molewa has been a member of the League’s 
national executive committee since 2003 and was elected chairman of the 
ANC’s provincial executive committee in 2008. 
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Patricia de Lille
Leader of the Independent Democrats
Patricia de Lille has been involved 
in politics for the last 25 years. 
It was her employment as a 
laboratory technician in the 
paint industry in Cape Town 
that initially led to her becoming 
involved in the South African 
Chemical Workers Union where 

she was elected as a National Executive Member in 1983.
Her election as National Vice-President of the National 

Council of Trade Unions (NACTU) in 1988 saw her 
occupy the highest position for a woman in the trade 
union movement.

In 1994 she led a delegation in the constitutional 
negotiations that preceded South Africa’s first 
democratic election in 1994.

In Parliament she was appointed Chairperson of the 
Parliamentary Committee on Transport from 1994 to 
1999. She served on various portfolio Committees 
including Health, Minerals and Energy, Trade and 
Industry, Communications, the Rules Committee and 
the Code of Ethics.

De Lille has been named one of the Top Five Women 
in Government and Government Agencies and won the 
Rapport City Press Woman of the Year Award in 2006. 
She is a former Chancellor of the Durban Institute of 
Technology, an Honorary Colonel in the SANDF and 
currently serves on the boards of the African Monitor 
and the Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund. She recently 
retired from the board of the Helen Suzman Foundation.

Text | Kate Kennedy Photography | GCIS, Supplied

Helen Zille
Leader of the Democratic Alliance
Prior to entering politics, Helen 
Zille made a name for herself 
during the apartheid era as a 
political journalist, working for the 
Rand Daily Mail, South Africa’s 
leading liberal newspaper, where 
she is credited with uncovering 
the truth behind the death of 

Steve Biko while he was held in police custody in 1977. 
She joined the former Democratic Party in the mid-

1990s and was elected to the provincial parliament 
in the 1999 general election and appointed MEC for 
education, a post she held under the newly formed 
Democratic Alliance until 2001 and then as Leader of 
the Opposition in the Provincial Legislature until she 
was elected to the National Assembly in 2004. 

In May 2006, Zille was elected mayor of Cape Town 
and a year later as the Leader of the Democratic Alliance. 

On 14 October 2008, Helen was awarded the 2008 
World Mayor award by City Mayors, an international 
urban-affairs think tank.

Barbara Creecy 
MEC for Education, Gauteng 
Barbara Creecy grew up in Johannesburg and attended 
the University of Witwatersrand where she got 
involved in the student movement in the 1970s. She 
was part of the South African Students’ Press Union 
and used her journalism skills in ANC underground 
structures. 

She became an active supporter of political detainees 
which led to a permanent position in the offices of apartheid defence attorney 
Priscilla Jana. 

During the Eighties Creecy worked at the Civic Desk of the United 
Democratic Front. In the early 1990s, she was part of a non-governmental 
organisation that specialised in organisational development of trade unions 
and community-based entities, where she gained experience in adult 
education, community fieldwork and organisational development. 

Creecy was elected to the Gauteng Legislature in 1994 and two years later 
was appointed Chairperson of the Social Welfare Committee. From 1999 to 
2000 she was Deputy Chief Whip and in 2001 took over chairpersonship of 
the Education Committee. 

She currently serves on the Provincial Executive Committee, on which she 
was responsible for managing the Gauteng ANC’s 2009 general election 
campaign. She has a Master’s Degree in Public Policy and Management from 
the University of London. 

In 2004 Creecy was appointed MEC for Sports, Recreation, Arts and Culture, 
before changing portfolios to MEC for Education in 2009. 
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Combine your next
Conference, with a round 

of Golf and a glass of Wine
in the Cape  Winelands

Championship Golf Course

State-of-the-Art Conference Facilities

G O L F  &  W I N E  E S T A T E

French Cuisine

For more information 
contact BB:

Tel: 021-888-4736
brigitte@devonvale.co.za
www.devonvale.co.za



Despite the relatively high price of estate property and 
a sluggish post-recession economy, demand for this 
prime real estate continues to be high, attracting both 
local and international buyers in growing numbers. A 
case in point: areas such as Ballito on KwaZulu-Natal’s 
North Coast have boomed as a result of the ongoing 
luxury estate development in the area, which continues 
to entice residents in droves.

Yet what is it that makes these developments so 
enduringly popular with buyers? Many of the country’s 
top estates are located far from major cities, and property 
prices on these estates can be up to double the national 
housing price average. While there are both advantages 

and disadvantages of estate living, buyers remain 
undeterred, lured by the significant benefits.

As safe as houses
South Africa’s alarming crime rate has undeniably 
played a pivotal role in driving buyers towards 
the security afforded by communal estates. Many 
developments offer features such as electric fencing 
and biometric identification, giving residents, and 
particularly those with young families, increased 
peace of mind. 

Within the bounds of an estate, residents can enjoy 
the outdoors, and go about everyday activities such as 
walking or jogging without feeling threatened. Reduced 
security concerns also help to foster a greater sense of 
community, with residents more easily able to interact 
with neighbours without concern for their safety. What’s 
more, insurance premiums for estate residents are 
significantly lower than for those occupying freestanding 
properties, resulting in significant monthly savings.

Niche properties, such 
as golf estates, offer 

leisure without having 
to leave the confines 

of the property

In the past decade or so, residential 
housing estates have begun to spring 
up at a rapid rate across the country in 
order to meet the increasing demand for 
secure, convenient living.
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Easy does it
The boom in popularity of residential estates has 
also come about as a result of a move towards more 
low-maintenance lifestyles. They offer residents the 
flexibility of a lock-up-and-go existence, making estates 
the perfect option for those who travel frequently. 
Most estates are managed by a body corporate or 
home owners association, meaning that day-to-day 
maintenance of facilities like swimming pools is taken 
care of and needn’t be an issue for individual residents, 
irrespective of the amount of time spent on the property.

Additionally, many estates offer residents convenient 
access to a wide range of facilities such as spas, gyms 
and restaurants, mitigating the potential inconvenience 
of being located slightly further from a major centre. 
While property prices can be high, particularly on some 
of the more established estates throughout the country, 
buyers tend to feel that they’re getting better value for 
money as a result of the abundance of value-added 
services at their disposal.

Unique lifestyle
Specialist estate developments, and golf estates in 
particular, have also grown substantially in popularity 
over the past few years. These types of developments 
cater perfectly to those with niche interests and tastes, 
and offer residents the privilege of being able to enjoy 
their favourite pastime without having to travel beyond 
the estate’s perimeter.

Specialist estates are appealing as they offer an escape 
from the daily grind, allowing residents to essentially 
design their own reality, irrespective of their location. 
Modern estate offerings are becoming increasingly 
specific, with wildlife, wine and equestrian developments 
now affording potential buyers the opportunity to 
choose a lifestyle best suited to their distinctive needs 
and preferences.

The flip side of the coin
Although the benefits of estate living are undeniable, 
this lifestyle does come with its own set of limitations. 
Most estates enforce strict building protocols and 
standards, which can limit decorative or expansion 
plans a buyer might have. 

Additionally, potential buyers need to bear in mind 
that, while access to well maintained facilities is 
desirable, it also comes at a cost. Over and above already 
substantially priced homes, estate residents are often 
compelled to pay high levies for the upkeep of facilities, 
whether they make use of them or not.

Investment potential
Despite the fact that the unique benefits of estate living 
bear a hefty price tag, ownership of such a property is an 
investment that is likely to pay off in the long run. With 
the property market still recovering from a recession-
induced slump, and building prices and interest rates at 
their lowest in recent memory, now is the perfect time to 
make a savvy investment decision.

Investing early on in a new development, although 
somewhat risky, can ultimately pay off down the line, 
as the limited number of plots available on residential 
estates tends to drive prices upwards as the estate 
becomes more desirable. 

The estate development boom shows no imminent 
signs of slowing, and, while property prices will always 
be governed by fluctuations in the market as well as 
factors such as location, the enduring appeal of this 
lifestyle means that an investment is more than likely 
to appreciate, particularly in developments that are well 
maintained and secure.

Text | JP Farinha

Estate living has a 
strong emphasis on 
community values
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Desert daze
Photographer Seleznev Oleg captured 

this Camel caravan going through 
the sand dunes in the Sahara Desert, 
Morocco. The beast of burden is still 

used by desert tribes today just as 
they were centuries ago. 
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Steenberg, Topiary Wines and Villiera, 
patrons will have the opportunity to sip 
and sample the finest of bubblies without 
having to venture into the Winelands. World 
renowned champagnes will be represented 
by brands such as Billecart Salmon, Tribaut 
and Veuve Clicquot.
 18-19 August 2012
 Country Club Johannesburg
i www.webtickets.co.za

Burn the floor
From Harlem’s hot nights at The Savoy, 
where dances such as the Lindy, Foxtrot and 
Charleston were born, to the Latin Quarter 
where the Cha-Cha, Rumba and Salsa 
steamed up the stage, Burn the floor takes 
audiences on a journey through the passionate 
drama of dance. The elegance of the Viennese 
Waltz, the exuberance of the Jive, the intensity 
of the Paso Doble – audiences will experience 
them all, as well as the Tango, Samba, Mambo, 
Quickstep and Swing.
 1-19 August 2012
 Joburg Theatre
i 011 877 6800

D U R B A N

Good Food & Wine Show
This year’s Good Food & Wine Show is 
even bigger. Meet your favourite television 
celebrity chefs like Reza Mohammed; bring 
the kids to see CBeebies presenter Sid, and 
take your taste buds on a round-the-world 
tour, at the ‘Foods from Around the World 
Theatre’. Indulge in decadence at the ‘Lindt 
Chocolate Theatre’; improve your cooking 
skills at the ‘Get Fresh with BBC Lifestyle’ 
hands-on cooking workshops or relax in the 
‘City Bites’ arena, savouring the tastes of 
Durban’s finest restaurants. 
 23-26 August
 Durban Exhibition Centre
i Tickets available at Computicket

Sustainable City Exhibition
The Sustainable City Exhibition will showcase 
a wide range of sustainable efforts that 
various people have undertaken to build a 

sustainable city. This includes government, 
NGO’s, community-based organisations, 
schools, businesses, and individuals who 
are passionate about sustainable living. 
Hosted by the municipality’s Imagine 
Durban programme, the event aims to 
showcase more than 60 exhibitors whose 
products, services and innovation will 
inspire you to make a change and live for 
the future sustainability of our planet.
 13-15 August 2012
 Durban Exhibition Centre
i 031 311 4277

C A P E  T O W N

Queen at the Ballet
Queen at the Ballet is packed with high 
artistic standards, innovative and original 
choreography, and powerful performances 
from the strong cast of dancers.
This hit show captures the story of the 
great pretender, Freddie Mercury, told 
through the medium of dance. Set to more 
than 20 of his greatest hits (Who wants to 
live forever, Another one bites the Dust and 
Barcelona among others), the audience will 
be taken on a journey of the fascinating life 
of one of the world’s greatest singers. 
 8-18 August 
 Baxter Theatre
i 021 685 7880

M P U M U L A N G A

Great Train Race
Now the largest community event 
in the country, the Great Train Race 
accommodates anyone who is up for a 
challenge in various categories for running 
and walking. Teams of five members 
complete a total distance of 25km, or 
you can go solo and complete the entire 
distance on your own. Long distance 
walkers will complete a distance of 15km. 
A carnival atmosphere greets you at the 
finish where all finishers receive a medal. 
 18 August 2012
  Highveld Mall in Mandela Road, 

Witbank
i 086 11TRAIN (87246)

CALENDAR

G A U T E N G

A slice in time
A Slice in Time encompasses two 
parallel exhibitions of sculpture and 
painting by contemporary South African 
artist, Paul du Toit. The sculpture 
exhibition tells the story of the early 
hominid through a series of richly 
coloured monumental sculptures. 
The solo exhibition of paintings and 
works on paper comprises new works 
demonstrating the artist’s recently 
developed painting techniques.
  Gallery MOMO – 23 August-17 

September 2012
  Nirox Sculpture Park – 26 August-15 

October 2012
i jacqui@conversationcapital.co.za    

Johannesburg Cap 
Classique and Champagne 
Celebration
The annual Johannesburg Cap Classique 
and Champagne Celebration promises 
to be a highlight on the social calendar 
of bubbly lovers. Boasting some of 
the country’s top Cap Classiques from 
wineries such as Backsberg, Colmant, 
Graham Beck Wines, Krone, La Motte, 
Môreson, Pierre Jourdan, Simonsig, 

The number of different scents that 
the human nose can remember

5,000
The number of people who watched the 
Opening Ceremony of the London Olympics

4 billion

76
08 12



  

27659 AirlinkCargo 275x213_P.indd   1 2012/05/18   2:19 PM



78
08 12

sky | cafe



Th
is 

is 
yo

ur
 c

om
pl

im
en

ta
ry

 c
op

y 
of

 S
ky
w
ay
s.

 S
ho

ul
d 

yo
u 

w
ish

 to
 h

an
g 

on
 to

 a
ny

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n,

 p
le

as
e 

ta
ke

 th
is 

co
py

 o
f t

he
 m

ag
az

in
e 

w
ith

 y
ou

79
08 12

sky | cafe



The ideal venue for functions, 
weddings and conferences.  

Tel 053-832 4224
 Fax 053-832 4226  

Email info@kimberleyclub.co.za  
Website www.kimberleyclub.co.za

“One meets everybody who is anybody at this club”

Stay at the Kimberley Club
Beautifully renovated boutique hotel

21 En-suite Bedrooms, Modern Facilities
Wireless Internet Services, A-la-Carte Restaurant

Best Buffet Sunday Lunches in town

GORDON MILLAR
PGA Teaching Professional
at Verwey Golf Range
Fourways 
Johannesburg

Offers lessons for:
Individual, Private, 
Ladies Clinic, Chipping, 
Pitching, Putting, 
Groups, Couples, 
Corporate and 
Video Analysis

Call Gordon

082 957 3375

Gain insight into better practices and the dynamics affecting the future 
project management landscape. A three-day project, program and portfolio 

management knowledge-sharing and networking event brought 
to you by Project Management South Africa (PMSA). 

Registration is open. Call (011) 257-8003 or visit www.pmsaconference.co.za
Birchwood OR Tambo Conference Centre, Johannesburg

Leisure and corporate rentals  
in and around Cape Town  
and Johannesburg

A PA RT M E N T R E N TA L S

FZP Apartment Rentals
+27 (0) 21 426 1634
www.fzp.co.za  info@fzp.co.za

Why stay home when you  
can stay with us?

•	 Studios	from	R500	per	apartment		
per	night,	or	R6	000	per	month

•	 1	bedroom	apartments	from		
R750	per	apartment	per	night,		
or	R8	500	per	month

•	 2	bedroom	apartments	from		
R950	per	apartment	per	night,		
or	R10	000	per	month.

No	time	wasted	with	our	real-time		
availability	calendars,	and	
reservations	booking	engine	with	
instant	confirmation.	

Try it LIVE... www.fzp.co.za
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www.facebook.com/Aquilasafari www.twitter.com/Aquilasafaris

REAL AFRICA REAL CLOSE TO CAPE TOWN

BIG 5 SAFARI UNDER 2 HOURS FROM CAPE TOWN

WEDDINGS    CONFERENCING    INCENTIVES 
DAY TRIP SAFARIS    OVERNIGHT SAFARIS    

4 STAR LUXURY ACCOMMODATION    
BIG 5 GAME DRIVES   QUAD BIKE SAFARIS    

HORSE BACK SAFARIS   CHILDRENS ADVENTURE AREA   ROCK ART SITE    
VISIT TO KAROO OSTRICH FARM    ARC AQUILA RESCUE CENTRE   

DAILY TRANSFERS TO AND FROM CAPE TOWN

0861RESERVE
7373783 mobile: + 27 (0) 83 301 9222

www.aquilasafari.com
res@aquilasafari.com

B&B or self-catering in 
Malelane 2km from the Kruger 

National Parks entrance and 
Leopard Creek Golf Estate in a 

Security Village.

Tel: 013-7900978 
www.selati103.co.za

With THINEERS™ you can:
• Whiten Permanently • Re-Shape Teeth • Straighten Teeth • Repair Chipped  
and Stained Teeth • Can be placed over existing Crown or Bridge work  
without having to replace them • Close gaps and spaces between teeth

Put the magic back into your smile! 
THINEERS Ultra Thin Veneers™ are super thin veneers and  

the technology used to create this type of veneer is revolutionary, 
it’s the greatest advancement in Cosmetic Dental History!

The latest American 
breakthrough in 
Cosmetic Dentistry

It’s so easy… 
No Injections • No Pain
No Grinding Away of Enamel 
No Temporaries • No Discomfort Before After
info@thineers.co.za • www.thineers.co.za      Cape Town • Johannesburg
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Since 1994

Don't miss a single issue with www.Coolmags.co.za. It's never been easier to 

subscribe to your favourite magazine. Simply log on to www.Coolmags.co.za 

and subscribe to a host of interesting and entertaining magazines. 



Golf Bags: 1 bag at 15kg free baggage allowance – golf bags must be pre booked with your booking agent.

TIMETABLE effective 01 JULY 2012
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F L I G H T S  –  Domestic

Cape Town - George - Cape Town
SA8621
SA8625
SA8639
SA8635
SA8622
SA8630
SA8638
SA8636

SA8617
SA8618

SA8663
SA8664

SA8645
SA8646

SA8531
SA8535
SA8537 
SA8532
SA8536
SA8538

SA8515
SA8514

SA8507
SA8505
SA8508
SA8506
SA8510

SA8823
SA8827
SA8825 
SA8843
SA8841 
SA8845
SA8829
SA8849
SA8824
SA8828
SA8826
SA8842
SA8830
SA8846
SA8844
SA8848

SA8543
SA8541
SA8544
SA8540

SA8851
SA8853
SA8857
SA8852
SA8854
SA8858

Cape Town  -  George
Cape Town  -  George
Cape Town  -  George
Cape Town  -  George
George  -  Cape Town
George  -  Cape Town
George  -  Cape Town
George  -  Cape Town

Cape Town  -  Kimberley
Kimberley  -  Cape Town

Cape Town  -  Nelspruit
Nelspruit  -  Cape Town

Cape Town  -  Upington
Upington  -  Cape Town

Durban  -  Bloemfontein
Durban  -  Bloemfontein
Durban  -  Bloemfontein
Bloemfontein  -  Durban
Bloemfontein  -  Durban
Bloemfontein  -  Durban

Durban  -  George
George  -  Durban

Durban  -  Nelspruit
Durban  -  Nelspruit
Nelspruit  -  Durban
Nelspruit  -  Durban
Nelspruit  -  Durban

Johannesburg  -  Nelspruit
Johannesburg  -  Nelspruit
Johannesburg  -  Nelspruit
Johannesburg  -  Nelspruit
Johannesburg  -  Nelspruit
Johannesburg  -  Nelspruit
Johannesburg  -  Nelspruit
Johannesburg  -  Nelspruit
Nelspruit  -  Johannesburg
Nelspruit  -  Johannesburg
Nelspruit  -  Johannesburg
Nelspruit  -  Johannesburg
Nelspruit  -  Johannesburg
Nelspruit  -  Johannesburg
Nelspruit  -  Johannesburg
Nelspruit  -  Johannesburg

Johannesburg  -  Bloemfontein
Johannesburg  -  Bloemfontein
Bloemfontein  -  Johannesburg
Bloemfontein  -  Johannesburg

Johannesburg  -  Phalaborwa
Johannesburg  -  Phalaborwa
Johannesburg  -  Phalaborwa
Phalaborwa  -  Johannesburg
Phalaborwa  -  Johannesburg
Phalaborwa  -  Johannesburg

Cape Town - Kimberley - Cape Town

Cape Town - Nelspruit - Cape Town

Cape Town - Upington - Cape Town

Durban - Bloemfontein - Durban

Durban - Nelspruit - Durban

Johannesburg - Nelspruit - Johannesburg

07:15
09:30
13:30
16:45
08:30
10:45
14:45
18:10

16:30
18:30

10:00
13:15

09:45
11:30

06:50
15:15
16:30
08:15
17:30
18:00

09:40
11:50

06:45
13:45
08:25
15:10
17:35

06:30
09:00
09:00
10:00
11:10
15:30
16:25
17:30
07:50
10:10
10:10
13:35
15:05
16:40
17:30
18:45

10:00
15:30
11:05
17:15

06:25
11:45
16:10
08:00
13:15
17:50

08:05
10:20
14:20
17:40
09:20
11:35
15:35
19:05

18:05
20:05

12:35
15:55

11:05
12:50

07:55
16:40
17:35
09:15
18:35
19:00

11:30
13:15

08:05
14:45
09:45
16:10
18:35

07:20
09:50
09:50
10:55
11:55
16:15
17:15
18:20
08:45
11:05
11:05
14:25
16:00
17:30
18:35
19:40

11:25
16:55
12:20
18:30

07:35 
12:55
17:20
09:20
14:35
19:10

1 2 3 4 5
     6
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 2 3 4 5  7
1 2 3 4 5
     6 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 2 3 4 5  7

1 2 3 4 5  7
1 2 3 4 5  7

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 2 3 4 5  7
1 2 3 4 5  7

1 2 3 4 5
      7
1 2 3 4 5 
1 2 3 4 5 
      7
1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 2 3 4 5 
1 2 3 4 5 6 
      7

1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5
     6 7
1 2 3  5 6
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
      7
1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5
     6 7
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
      7
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 2 3  5 6
1 2 3 4 5

   4   
      7
   4   
      7

1 2 3 4   
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 2 3 4 5  7
1 2 3 4   
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 2 3 4 5  7

ERJ - 135
ERJ - 135
ERJ - 135
AR8
ERJ - 135
ERJ - 135
ERJ - 135
AR8

ERJ - 135
ERJ - 135

AR8
AR8

ERJ - 135
ERJ - 135

ERJ - 135
J41
ERJ - 135
ERJ - 135
J41
ERJ - 135

ERJ - 135
ERJ - 135

J41
ERJ -135
J41
ERJ -135
ERJ -135

ERJ - 135
J41
ERJ - 135
J41
AR8
AR8
ERJ - 135
ERJ - 135
ERJ - 135
J41
ERJ - 135
AR8
ERJ - 135
AR8
J41
ERJ - 135

J41
J41
J41
J41

J41 
J41
J41
J41
J41
J41

Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink

Airlink
Airlink

Airlink
Airlink

Airlink
Airlink

Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink

Airlink
Airlink

Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink

Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink

Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink

Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink

FLIGHT ROUTE DEPARTURE ARRIVAL FREQUENCY AIRCRAFT OPERATED BY

Durban - George - Durban

Johannesburg - Bloemfontein - Johannesburg

Johannesburg - Phalaborwa - Johannesburg

84
08 12



Airlink's REGIONAL AND DOMESTIC flights check-in Terminal B counters B89 - B101 at OR Tambo International Airport. 
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TIMETABLE effective 01 JULY 2012

F L I G H T S  –  Domestic

SA8801

SA8801

SA8809 

SA8809

SA8817

SA8815

SA8815

SA8802

SA8802

SA8810

SA8810

SA8818

SA8816

SA8816

SA8747

SA8735

SA8741 

SA8739 

SA8730

SA8732

SA8738

SA8742

SA8767

SA8769

SA8768

SA8770

SA8480

SA8488

SA8481

SA8489

SA8491 

SA8492 

SA8751

SA8753

SA8755

SA8752

SA8754

SA8756 

Johannesburg  -  Polokwane

Johannesburg  -  Polokwane

Johannesburg  -  Polokwane

Johannesburg  -  Polokwane

Johannesburg  -  Polokwane

Johannesburg  -  Polokwane

Johannesburg  -  Polokwane

Polokwane  -  Johannesburg

Polokwane  -  Johannesburg

Polokwane  -  Johannesburg

Polokwane  -  Johannesburg

Polokwane  -  Johannesburg

Polokwane  -  Johannesburg

Polokwane  -  Johannesburg

Johannesburg  -  Pietermaritzburg

Johannesburg  -  Pietermaritzburg

Johannesburg  -  Pietermaritzburg

Johannesburg  -  Pietermaritzburg

Pietermaritzburg  -  Johannesburg

Pietermaritzburg  -  Johannesburg

Pietermaritzburg  -  Johannesburg

Pietermaritzburg  -  Johannesburg

Johannesburg  -  Upington

Johannesburg  -  Upington

Upington  -  Johannesburg

Upington  -  Johannesburg

Port Elizabeth  -  East London

Port Elizabeth  -  East London

East London  -  Port Elizabeth

East London  -  Port Elizabeth

Port Elizabeth  -  Bloemfontein

Bloemfontein  -  Port Elizabeth

Johannesburg  -  Mthatha

Johannesburg  -  Mthatha

Johannesburg  -  Mthatha

Mthatha  -  Johannesburg

Mthatha  -  Johannesburg

Mthatha  -  Johannesburg 

06:35

06:35

11:40

11:40

13:15

16:30

16:30

07:55

07:55

13:00

13:00

14:25

17:45

17:45

07:00

09:50

15:30

18:00

06:45

08:30

15:00

17:00

09:20

15:45

11:15

17:35

07:00

16:30

08:05

17:35

09:15

12:10

06:15

08:20

14:50

08:15

10:20

16:50

07:25

07:25

12:40

12:30

14:05

17:20

17:20

08:50

08:50

14:05

13:55

15:20

18:40

18:40

08:00

11:10

16:30

19:00

07:45

09:30

16:25

18:00

10:50

17:15

12:50

19:10

07:45

17:15

08:55

18:25

10:45

13:45

07:55

10:00

16:30

10:00

12:05

18:35

 2  4 5

1  3  

1 2 3 4 5 6 

      7

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 2  4 5  7 

  3    

 2  4 5

1  3  

1 2 3 4 5 6 

      7

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 2  4 5  7

  3    

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 2 3 4 5  7

1 2 3 4 5  7

1 2 3 4 5  

1 2 3 4 5 6

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 2 3 4 5  7

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 2 3 4 5  7

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 2 3 4 5  7

1 2 3 4 5 

1 2 3 4 5 

1 2 3 4 5 

1 2 3 4 5 

1   4 

1   4 

1 2 3 4 5

     6

1 2 3 4 5  7

1 2 3 4 5

     6

1 2 3 4 5  7

ERJ - 135

ERJ - 135

J41

ERJ - 135

ERJ - 135

ERJ - 135

J41

ERJ - 135

ERJ - 135

J41

ERJ - 135

ERJ - 135

ERJ - 135

J41

AR8

J41

AR8

AR8

AR8 

AR8

J41

AR8 

ERJ - 135

ERJ - 135

ERJ - 135

ERJ - 135

J41

J41

J41

J41

J41

J41

J41

J41

J41

J41

J41

J41

FLIGHT ROUTE DEPARTURE ARRIVAL FREQUENCY AIRCRAFT OPERATED BY

Johannesburg - Polokwane - Johannesburg

Johannesburg - Pietermaritzburg - Johannesburg

Johannesburg - Upington - Johannesburg

Port Elizabeth - East London - Port Elizabeth

Johannesburg - Mthatha - Johannesburg

F L I G H T S  –  Regional
Durban - Maputo - Durban
FLIGHT ROUTE DEPARTURE ARRIVAL FREQUENCY AIRCRAFT OPERATED BY

SA8290

SA8291

SA8252

SA8253

SA8214

SA8215

Durban  -  Maputo

Maputo  -  Durban

Johannesburg  -  Antananarivo

Antananarivo  -  Johannesburg

Johannesburg  -  Beira

Beira  -  Johannesburg

10:10

11:45

10:00

15:00

11:30

13:30

11:25

13:05

14:10

17:40

13:10

15:20

1  2  3  4  5    7

1  2  3  4  5    7

1  2  3  4  5  6  7

1  2  3  4  5  6  7

1  2  3  4  5  6  7

1  2  3  4  5  6  7

J41

J41

AR8

AR8

ERJ - 135

ERJ - 135

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Johannesburg - Antananarivo - Johannesburg

Johannesburg - Beira - Johannesburg

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Airlink

Port Elizabeth - Bloemfontein - Port Elizabeth

85
08 12



MEMBER

EXCESS BAGGAGE AND SPORTING EQUIPMENT: Refer to www.flyairlink.com Important information & Conditions of Carriage Clause 8  Baggage 8.3
Whilst every effort has been made to ensure accuracy of content of the published timetable, both operational and strategic issues       
cause timetable changes.
Due to the forward lead time required for publication, these often cannot be duly reflected. Should this occur, Airlink and its agents are  
not responsible for any errors, omissions, losses or detriments arising from the publication.

• Flight schedules subject to change • Contact your booking agent for these conditions 

For reservations visit www.flyairlink.com, your travel agent or SAA Central Reservations on +27 11-978 1111

TIMETABLE effective 01 JULY 2012
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Day 1 = Monday, Day 7 = Sunday

F L I G H T S  –  Regional
Johannesburg - Bulawayo - Johannesburg
SA8110
SA8111

SA8870
SA8871

SA8160
SA8164
SA8161
SA8165

SA8100
SA8102
SA8102
SA8101
SA8103
SA8103

SA8012
SA7992
SA7994
SA8014
SA7996
SA7998
SA8013
SA7991
SA7997
SA7993
SA7995
SA8015

SA8050
SA8052
SA8052
SA8062
SA8051
SA8053
SA8053
SA8063

SA8300
SA8301

SA8230
SA8231

SA8158
SA8154
SA8156
SA8159
SA8155
SA8157

SA8204
SA8205

SA8220
SA8221 

Johannesburg  -  Bulawayo
Bulawayo  -  Johannesburg

Nelspruit  -  Livingstone
Livingstone  -  Nelspruit

Johannesburg  -  Lusaka
Johannesburg  -  Lusaka
Lusaka  -  Johannesburg
Lusaka  -  Johannesburg

Johannesburg  -  Harare
Johannesburg  -  Harare
Johannesburg  -  Harare
Harare  -  Johannesburg
Harare  -  Johannesburg
Harare  -  Johannesburg

Johannesburg  -  Manzini
Johannesburg  -  Manzini
Johannesburg  -  Manzini
Johannesburg  -  Manzini
Johannesburg  -  Manzini
Johannesburg  -  Manzini
Manzini  -  Johannesburg
Manzini  -  Johannesburg
Manzini  -  Johannesburg
Manzini  -  Johannesburg
Manzini  -  Johannesburg
Manzini  -  Johannesburg

Johannesburg  -  Maseru
Johannesburg  -  Maseru
Johannesburg  -  Maseru
Johannesburg  -  Maseru
Maseru  -  Johannesburg
Maseru  -  Johannesburg
Maseru  -  Johannesburg
Maseru  -  Johannesburg

Johannesburg -  Maun 
Maun -  Johannesburg

Johannesburg  -  Nampula
Nampula -  Johannesburg

Johannesburg  -  Ndola
Johannesburg  -  Ndola
Johannesburg  -  Ndola
Ndola  -  Johannesburg
Ndola  -  Johannesburg
Ndola  -  Johannesburg

Johannesburg  -  Pemba
Pemba  -  Johannesburg

Johannesburg  -  Tete
Tete  -  Johannesburg

10:40
12:50

11:35
14:20

06:35
15:45
09:00
18:20

06:30
16:15
16:15
08:50
18:45
18:45

06:50
10:05
12:40
16:00
17:00
19:00
08:05
08:05
08:05
11:10
13:50
17:05

06:40
09:45
09:45
13:30
08:10
11:15
11:15
14:45

11h45
14h00

11:05
14:10

06:20
09:45
15:15
09:00
13:00
17:55

11:10
14:30

10:50
13:40

12:05
14:25

13:50
16:55

08:30
17:40
11:05
20:25

08:20
18:05
18:05
10:35
20:30
20:30

07:40
10:50
13:25
16:45
17:45
19:45
09:00
09:00
09:00
12:05
14:45
18:00

07:50
10:50
10:50
14:25
09:25
12:25
12:25
15:40

13h15
15h40

13:35
16:45

08:30
12:15
17:25
11:15
15:30
21:10

14:00
17:25

12:55
16:00

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 2 3  5 6
1 2 3  5 6

1 2 3 4 5 6
1 2 3 4 5  7
1 2 3 4 5 6
1 2 3 4 5  7

1 2 3 4 5 
1 2 3 4 5  
      7
1 2 3 4 5 
1 2 3 4 5  
      7

1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 2 3 4 5  7
     6 
    5  
1 2 3 4 5  
     6 
      7
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 2 3 4 5  7

1 2 3 4 5  
1  3 
 2  4 5 6 7
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 2 3 4 5
1  3 
 2  4 5 6 7
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 2  4 5  
1 2  4 5   

1 2 3    
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
    5  
1 2 3    
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
    5  

  3   6
  3   6

1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5  

AR8
AR8

J41
J41

ERJ - 135
ERJ - 135
ERJ - 135
ERJ - 135

ERJ - 135
AR8
ERJ - 135
ERJ - 135
AR8
ERJ - 135

ERJ - 135
ERJ - 135
ERJ - 135
ERJ - 135
ERJ - 135
ERJ - 135
ERJ - 135
ERJ - 135
ERJ - 135
ERJ - 135
ERJ - 135
ERJ - 135

J41
ERJ - 135
ERJ - 135
ERJ - 135
J41
ERJ - 135w
ERJ - 135
ER3

ERJ - 135
ERJ - 135

ERJ - 135
ERJ - 135

ERJ - 135
AR8
ER3
ERJ - 135
AR8
ER3

ERJ- 135
ERJ- 135

AR8
AR8

Airlink
Airlink

Airlink
Airlink

Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink

Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink

Swaziland - Airlink
Swaziland - Airlink
Swaziland - Airlink
Swaziland - Airlink
Swaziland - Airlink
Swaziland - Airlink
Swaziland - Airlink
Swaziland - Airlink
Swaziland - Airlink
Swaziland - Airlink
Swaziland - Airlink
Swaziland - Airlink

Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink

Airlink
Airlink

Airlink
Airlink

Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink
Airlink

Airlink
Airlink

Airlink
Airlink

FLIGHT ROUTE DEPARTURE ARRIVAL FREQUENCY AIRCRAFT OPERATED BY

Nelspruit - Livingstone - Nelspruit

Johannesburg - Lusaka - Johannesburg

Johannesburg - Harare - Johannesburg

Johannesburg - Manzini - Johannesburg

Johannesburg - Maseru - Johannesburg

Johannesburg - Ndola - Johannesburg

Johannesburg - Pemba - Johannesburg

Johannesburg - Tete - Johannesburg

Johannesburg - Nampula - Johannesburg

Johannesburg - Maun - Johannesburg (effective 15 June 2012)

* Day 2 to be added effective 7 August 2012
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Jetstream 4100 - Regional Turboprop Airliner
Number of aircraft
Maximum Passengers
Length
Wing Span
Height
Fuel capacity
Maximum Operating Altitude
Cruising Speed                      

9
29
19.25m
18.29m
5.74m
2 600kg
25 000ft
500km/h

ERJ 135-LR - Regional Jet Airliner and Corporate Jet
Number of aircraft
Maximum Passengers
Length
Wing Span
Height
Fuel capacity
Maximum Operating Altitude
Cruising Speed                      

10
37
26.34m
20.04m
6.75m
5 000kg
37 000ft
800km/h

V
O

L
C
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N

O
 2

7
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7
3

 

Avro RJ85 - Regional Jet Airliner
Number of aircraft
Maximum Passengers
Seating Classes
Length
Wing Span
Height
Fuel capacity
Maximum Operating Altitude
Maximum Cruising Speed

8 
83
2
28.60m
26.21m
8.61m
9 362kg
35 000ft
780km/h
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Art begins with resistance – at the point where 
resistance is overcome. No human masterpiece 
has ever been created without great labour. 
– Andre Gide 

It enables us to find ourselves and lose 
ourselves at the same time. 
– Thomas Merton 

Art is the stored honey of the human soul, 
gathered on wings of misery and travail. 
– Theodore Dreiser 

Art, like morality, consists in drawing the line somewhere. 
– Gilbert K. Chesterton 

Creativity is allowing yourself to make mistakes. 
Art is knowing which ones to keep. 
– Scott Adams 

Drawing is the honesty of the art. There is no 
possibility of cheating. It is either good or bad. 
– Salvador Dali 

The moment you cheat for the sake of 
beauty, you know you’re an artist. 
– David Hockney 

The beginning is the most important part of the work. 
– Plato 

I like to pretend that my art has nothing to do with me. 
– Roy Lichtenstein 

In art, as in love, instinct is enough. 
– Anatole France 

In art, the hand can never execute anything 
higher than the heart can imagine. 
– Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Symbolic 
significance…

Depicting the meaning of art

The number of muscles it takes to smile
17

The number of definitions of the word ‘set’
424
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Lying in bed would be an altogether perfect and 
supreme experience if only one had a coloured 
pencil long enough to draw on the ceiling. 
– Gilbert K. Chesterton 

Of all lies, art is the least untrue. 
– Gustave Flaubert 

Painting is an infinitely minute part of my personality. 
– Salvador Dali 

Painting is just another way of keeping a diary. 
– Pablo Picasso 

Some painters transform the sun into a yellow spot; 
others transform a yellow spot into the sun. 
– Pablo Picasso 

Every artist dips his brush in his own soul, and 
paints his own nature into his pictures. 
– Henry Ward Beecher 

The creative act lasts but a brief moment, a lightning 
instant of give-and-take, just long enough for you to level 
the camera and to trap the fleeting prey in your little box. 
– Henri Cartier-Bresson 

The purpose of art is washing the dust 
of daily life off our souls. 
– Pablo Picasso 

This world is but a canvas to our imagination. 
– Henry David Thoreau 

To send light into the darkness of men’s 
hearts – such is the duty of the artist. 
– Robert Schumann 

We have art in order not to die of the truth. 
– Friedrich Nietzsche 

What art offers is space – a certain 
breathing room for the spirit. 
– John Updike 

When I think of art I think of beauty. Beauty is the 
mystery of life. It is not in the eye it is in the mind. 
In our minds there is awareness of perfection. 
– Agnes Martin 

Text | Lida-Marie Saayman Photography | Bond Girl

1: What am I?
I rap heavy metal all day,
and sometime through the night,
And with my steady beater,
I will surely win a fight,
My hits are always hot,
they ignite sparks in my soul,
and I form inspiration,
while I reach my goal,
There are few so talented,
who can perform these tasks,
so me and my brethren,
will sometimes wear our masks,
With our amazing performances,
we bring joy to many crowds,
and their triumphant screams,
sometimes rise to the clouds,
I have given too many hints,
so I now must say goodbye,
and with a final couplet,
I say, 'What am I?

2: Rhyme time 
The clues lead to a two-word answer that rhymes, 
such as Big Pig or Stable Table. The numbers in 
parentheses after the clue give the number of 
syllables in each word.
a) "The Raven" author's garden-watering tube (1)
b) Unclothed beneficiary of a will (1)
c) Scatterbrain throws in the towel (1)
d). Approaching an open space in a forest (2)
e) Very infrequent occurrence at an alms-giving 
organisation (3)

Answers
1: A blacksmith 2:a) Poe's hose b) bare heir c) ditz quits d) 
nearing clearing e) charity rarity

Wrap your head 
around these brain teasers and 
see what you can make of them

BRAIN 
PAIN

brought to you by

Symbolic 
significance…

Wherever art appears, 
life disappears. 
– Robert Motherwell 

The number of Blackberry users
41 million

The length of time it takes for humans 
to shed and regrow all outer skin cells

27 days
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the magazine that 
surprises...

Available in print, online,
on mobile and iPad

www.braintainment.co.za

The latest issue of Braintainment magazine is available now on Zinio, App store or 
at all good newsagents and supermarkets near you.



ch
al

le
ng

in
g

ea
sy

Try the addictive game of Sudoku. The aim is to fill each block with a number from 1 to 9. Each 
number must not appear more than once in each row, column and square.

If you can’t finish this puzzle during your flight, please take this free copy of Skyways with you. 
The cabin attendant will make sure that the next passengers get their own magazine, with a clean 
Sudoku for them to puzzle over!

Puzzles taken from www.krazydad.com

sudoku

Easy

Medium

P
uz

zl
es

 s
up

pl
ie

d 
by

 C
o

nc
ep

ti
s,

 w
w

w
.c

on
ce

pt
is

pu
zz

le
s.

co
m

1 x Battleship

2 x Cruisers

3 x Submarines

Each Battleship puzzle represents a 
section of ocean with a hidden fleet of 
one battleship, two cruisers and three 
submarines. 

The ships may be oriented horizontally 
or vertically within the grid such that no 
ship touches another, not even diagonally. 
Any remaining squares in the grid contain 
water segments, which are shown as a 
symbol of water or as an X.

The numbers on the bottom and on the 
right of the grid show how many squares 
in the corresponding rows and columns 
are occupied by ships. The object is to 
discover where all six ships are located.

battleship

Solutions can be 
found on page 16

The length of time, on average, that right-handed 
people live longer than left-handed people

9 years
The number of taxis in New York City
13,237
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Great white sharks off the coast of Seal Island, South 
Africa, are known to jump almost three metres into 

the air to catch unsuspecting seals, or anything else. 
Sharks living in frigid waters can heat their eyes 
using a special organ next to a muscle in their eye 

socket. This ability enables them to keep hunting their prey 
in extreme temperatures.

A female shark is able to reproduce without any 
contact from a male, an act known as parthenogenesis. 

Scientists have only documented a couple of cases of 
parthenogenesis, but some suspect that just about any 
female shark can get pregnant on her own under the right 
circumstances.

Almost 50 different species of sharks have light-
emitting organs called photospheres. Sharks use the 

light that comes from these organs for camouflage and to 
attract mates.

A shark’s tooth-shaped scales, called denticles, 
allow it to move swiftly through the water without 

collecting barnacles and algae deposits on the skin. In 2005, 
engineers successfully mimicked the pattern of scales, 
creating a bacteria-resistant coating.

One of the worst shark attacks in history was 
the sinking of the USS Indianapolis during 

World War II. Nearly 900 sailors were stranded in the 
Philippine Sea near Guam for four days. Experts can’t be 
sure how many sailors lost their lives to sharks, but when 
help arrived, only 316 people were still alive.

Overfishing can have a dangerous effect on sharks. 
The whale shark, for example, has to live to be 30 

years old before it can reproduce, and its lifespan lasts 
between 60 and 100 years. As a result, it can’t reproduce 
fast enough to keep up with humankind’s fishing demand.

Instead of closing its eyelids, a great white shark 
rolls its eyes into the back of its head when it attacks. 

This behaviour helps the shark protect its eyes from debris 
and the thrashing of its prey.

Sharks can use heartbeats to track their prey. They 
have nodules on their noses about the size of a 

pimple, called ampullae of Lorenzini. These nodules sense 
electricity, so the electrical pulses that come from a beating 
heart can act like a beacon for nearby sharks.

Humans are the shark’s biggest predator, but killer 
whales, crocodiles and seals have been known to 

eat sharks as well. Large sharks will even go after smaller, 
younger sharks who might make easy prey.

Text | Lida-Marie Saayman Photography | Undersea Discoveries
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         THINGSten
YOU DIDN’T 
know about… 

9

10

SH
AR
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...

The length of the longest Monopoly Game – 
equal to 70 days

1,680 hours
The length of time a cockroach 
can live without a head

9 days
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The weight of a blue whale
170 tons

Weight of the peanuts used per day to make 
Snickers chocolate bars

100 tons
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Extravagance
Questions
1. Which former dictator travelled with an escort of 40 

virgins and preferred a Bedouin tent to a hotel?
2. Which rapper, producer and fashion designer once had 

a manservant named Fonzworth Bentley?
3. What American fashion designer was born Ralph 

Lifshitz?
4. Leonardo DiCaprio was originally slated to play the 

wealthy murderer in the film adaption of what Bret 
Easton Ellis novel?

5. Black caviar is harvested from what type of fish?
6. What English footballer sat on a golden throne, literally, 

to marry a Spice Girl?

Answers
1. Muammar Gaddafi has also awarded himself the title 

“King of Kings of Africa.”
2. Sean Combs. aka. P.Diddy
3. Ralph Lauren
4.   American Psycho
5. Sturgeon
6. David Beckham. The couple spent over a million 

dollars on their nuptials.

Disorder
Questions
1. What is the name of the psychological condition that 

causes hostages to emphathise with their captors?
2. What band became New Order in the wake of singer 

Ian Curtis’s suicide?
3. What Nobel Laureate in Economics, immortalised 

in A Beautiful Mind, suffered from paranoid 
schizophrenia?

4. Scrivener’s Palsy is more commonly known as what?
5. The 2004 Boxing Day tsunami was caused by an 

earthquake in what ocean?
6. What South African cricket captain implicated 

in match-fixing was killed in a plane crash just     
outside George?

Answers
1. Stockholm Syndrome
2. Joy Division
3. John Nash
4. Writer’s cramp
5. Indian Ocean. It was the largest earthquake the world 

had seen in 40 years.
6. Hansie Cronje

Guitar
Questions
1. Who played the guitar solo on the Beatles’ track While 

My Guitar Gently Weeps? 

Though his Arab 
nationalist rhetoric 
and socialist-style 

policies gained him 
support in the early 
days of his rule, his 
corruption, military 

interference in Africa, 
and record of human 
rights abuses turned 

much of the Libyan 
population against him

Didya know?

Length of time it takes to blink
0.3 seconds

The number of rays on the crown 
of the Statue of Liberty

7
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Caviar is processed 
by taking the roe 
(one large sac) and 
running it over a very 
fine mesh screen that 
separates the eggs 
into separate pieces. 
The eggs then fall into 
a large bowl that the 
Ikrjanschik (caviar 
maker in Russian) then 
adds precise amounts 
of pure sea salt. It 
takes at least 10 to 15 
years of apprenticeship 
until the Ikrjanschik 
is allowed to process 
the Caviar on his 
own. Salt is added 
to prevent freezing, 
as Caviar must be 
stored at between 
28 to 31 degrees

Thanks to Trivial 
Pursuit for supplying 
the questions and 
answers. Get your 
own game from 
leading retailers 
countrywide

2. From which country does the balalaika guitar originate?
3. Which biblical king plays a secret chord that 

pleases the Lord in the lyrics of Leonard Cohen’s 
song Hallelujah?

4. What artist painted The Old Guitarist during his Blue 
Period?

5. What notes are a standard guitar’s strings tuned to, 
from lowest to highest?

6. Replicas of Gibson guitars are used in what series 
of music video games?

Answers
1. Eric Clapton. Clapton was a lifelong friend of George 

Harrison and later took off with his wife.
2. Russia
3. King David
4. Pablo Picasso
5. E, A, D, G, B, E
6.  Guitar Hero

Text | Supplied by Trivial Pursuit

The number of times every year that the Empire 
State Building gets struck by lightning

100
Words spoken by Johnny Depp throughout the 
whole of the movie Edward Scissorhands

169
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I’ve always been a sceptic when it comes to technology, 
especially computers and the Information Age. I used to 
think it was crazy how people would put their total faith 
into a machine, some even more so than they would 
put their faith in humanity. Human beings are flawed, 
imperfect creatures. I say this in a positive way because if 
humanity were completely positive and perfect we would 
have nothing to learn, and life would lose its vitality and 
mystery. Computers come from the same universal reality 
as humanity, so I believe that we should look at technology 

in a similar context. Computers are not infallible pieces of 
nature’s perfection.

I’ve come to learn that computers are great tools for 
human society. They can be functional in innumerable areas 
of everyday existence, helping to simplify many aspects 
of our lives. However, recently I discovered my computer 
had ‘died’ after lightning struck my house and caused a 
subsequent power surge, and the realisation came that 
complete faith in our progressive technology is simply not 
practical. I’m not saying that like the Luddites of the early 
era of industrialisation we need to destroy this stuff. I’m 
just saying that we must realise that like all things in life, 
technology can and will become sick and die on occasion. 

It’s a real disappointment when something goes wrong, 
but these occurrences are necessary in a space-time 
continuum that is in constant flux. If you are a spiritual 
person, you might say that there’s only one thing in life to 
have unwavering faith in: magical existence itself. You might 
be asking yourself by now, ‘What is this guy talking about?’ 

I think I’m just rationalising the death of my newfound 
‘friend’. I’m coming to the point where I understand my 

old fears were irrational and unfounded, as most fears 
generally are. However, I’m also wondering about the 
people out there who have more faith in computers 
than human beings. 

The sad fact is that computers can break and 
die. Maybe we need to find a happy medium where 
inorganic and organic intelligence work in tandem, so 
that if one half of the partnership fails, the other half 
can always compensate. 

Text | M6.Net Web Hosting

The day my
computer died

The life expectancy in Canada
81.23

The number of characters in Toy Story 3
302
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*Terms and conditions apply. 
Only applicable in these six countries; Mozambique, Ghana, DRC, Kenya, Tanzania and Lesotho.
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With Africa Roaming you get one rate of R5.00* 
per MB of data and just R2.90* per minute on calls 
plus free incoming calls. Now it’s easy to know your 
roaming costs.

Always get more

vodacom.co.za/roam

One Africa family.
One low roaming rate



TISSOT, LEADER IN TACTILE WATCH TECHNOLOGY SINCE 1999

Exper ience  more  at  www.t- touch . com

TACTILE TECHNOLOGY
Touch the screen to get the ultimate sports 

watch experience with 15 functions including 
meteo, altimeter and compass.
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