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Apply for CallMaker
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ONLY CallMaker. Your prepaid 
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MD’s Message

We will ceaselessly 
strive to improve 

passenger 
satisfaction in all 

areas
Ms Theo Namases
Managing Director

WELCOME ON BOARD
It is once again my pleasure to welcome you on board an Air Namibia aircraft. Our pledge to you, 
whether you are a frequent flyer or an occasional passenger, remains to ensure that your journey 
with us starts and ends a great and memorable experience. 

The month of March signifies bravery, determination, hard work and the unwavering spirit of the 
Namibian people, as it was on 21 March 1990 that Namibia became independent. This famous day 
on our annual calendar brought not only freedom and fresh hopes to our beloved nation, but also 
a culture of patriotism and the belief that, through hard work, perseverance and commitment, 
our future successes will be beyond measure. This is what gives us at Air Namibia the hope and 
resolution required to face our challenges and strive towards a brighter day. Although seemingly 
bleak, the future of the airline industry is not all despair. Air Namibia’s goal is to continue to make 
a mark on the Namibian socioeconomic landscape.

Now at 23 years young, the unbroken peace and stability and the values and principles of 
brotherhood and sisterhood that bind us together as a Namibian nation have provided 
the means for every hard-working citizen to achieve individual as well as collective goals. 
Our sovereignty as a nation cannot be overemphasised. It has created an environment 
that is conducive to the airline thriving and flourishing. Air Namibia ultimately and most 
significantly aims to provide a better service to you our customers. We pay tribute to the 
Government of the Republic of Namibia, the sole shareholder of our airline company, for 
providing the support that ensures prosperity and a return on investment to our country 
and her people.

One of the most critical resources for any business to succeed is human capital. No 
organisation or business can service and prosper without collaborative input from its 
employees. For the past 23 years, our crews have served the airline with pride and honour. 
Their unwavering dedication to attend to customers hailing from all corners of the world 
is commendable. It is through their efforts that we have built strong relationships with 
our loyal passengers who share the same vision, objectives and ultimate goals for a 
better Air Namibia. We will ceaselessly strive to improve passenger satisfaction in all 

areas and to retain our customers as part of the bigger Air Namibia family.

While management receives complaints from time to time, our in-flight magazine enables 
positive interaction with passengers and relays this to us. When you like the new aircraft, you tell 
Flamingo. When you appreciate the announcements of the captain, you send an email. When you 
are excited and inspired by your Namibian holiday, you send your photographs to the Travellers’ 
Photo Gallery. 

We treasure passenger comments such as: “When I board an Air Namibia aircraft in Cape Town, I 
already feel I’m in Namibia because of the friendly, familiar faces of the cabin crew,” or “When you 
look up to the cockpit window you are bound to recognise the face of the pilot,” or “I am amazed 
that Air Namibia serves such tasty food,” or “A 100% safety record for such a small airline – from 
apron to apron, a professional service.” 

Thank you for letting us know what you appreciate and like about us and 
thank you for choosing to fly with Air Namibia. Let me assure you on behalf 
of the company that we will do our best to make your flight as pleasant as 
possible. 

Keep in mind that to secure a booking on one of our flights you can book online at 
www.airnamibia.com.na, or through your Travel Agent.
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Welcome on Board

Thank you for choosing to fly Air Namibia. We promise to do 
everything we can to ensure you have an enjoyable flight. If you 
have any queries or need assistance, please feel free to ask any of 
our cabin crew.

CABIN ASSISTANTS
On flights operated using the Airbus A340-
300 and A319-100; the Boeing B737-500 
aircraft and Embraer ERJ135, Passengers 
are catered for by highly trained cabin crew. 
If you require anything to make your flight 
more comfortable, do not hesitate to ask 
them for assistance. On flights operated by 
the Embraer ERJ135 - the flight is single class 
and has one cabin crew present to assist 
with your needs.

AIRBUS A340-300
On the Airbus A340-300 aircraft, each 
seat has a mini-console on the side of one 
armrest. The mini-console has a switch for 
your reading light, a button for calling a 
cabin attendant, a selector for choosing a 
radio or film channel, and a volume-control 
knob. Your earphones plug into a special 
socket on the mini-console

Economy Class passengers will find a foldout 
table mounted in the back of the seat in 
front of them. In Business Class, tables are 
set in the armrest of the seats. Personal 
assistance is provided on board our aircraft.

AIRBUS A319-100
The New Generation Airbus A319-100 
aircraft presents top-of-the-range comfort 
with generous legroom  (54 inch seat pitch 
in Business Class and 32 inch seat pitch in 
Economy Class), the interior offers a fresh 
look and feel, significantly increased overhead 
stowage to avoid congestions, a noticeable 
reduction in cabin noise levels, video and 
audio in-flight entertainment, passenger 
service unit design with LED technology, and 
the latest design enhanced cabin.

BOEING 737
This aircraft has overhead reading lights for 
passengers’ convenience. The overhead 
panel also contains an air vent, and the 
airflow may be adjusted by rotation. If 

you are seated in Economy Class, your table 
folds out of the back of the seat in front of 
you, while your table is set in the armrest of 
your seat if you are in Business Class. 

Embraer ERJ135
The Embraer ERJ135 aircraft seats 37 
passengers comfortably at 31 inches pitch. 
The flight is made smoother by the Embraers 
ability to fly above the weather.  Services 
onboard include: meals and beverages, 
a wardrobe, galleys, a washroom and 
overhead bins for baggage. The additional 
space can be used to stretch, while relaxing 
onboard the very swift ERJ135.

SPECIAL MEALS
On our flights, 
(on request) the 
following special 
meals are available for 
our passengers; Kosher, Halaal, 
Hindu, Oriental, Seafood, Vegetarian, 
Diabetic, Kiddies and Infant or Baby food.

SPECIAL SERVICE
Passengers with reduced mobility 
needing a wheelchair should state this 
requirement when making a reservation. A 
First-aid kit is carried on board our flights 
should passengers require eye drops, 
or medication for headaches, nausea, 
heartburn or any other relatively minor 
condition. We offer a special service for 
unaccompanied minors between the ages 
of 5 to 12. More details can be obtained at 
the time of making the reservation.

Make your journey even 

more rewarding 

by joining Reward$

 - Our frequent flyer programme -

• Accrue free miles when you fly 

• Use miles on any of our routes. 

• Purchase tickets, swap-miles, 

share-miles, pay for excess 

baggage; or to gain access to 

business class lounges across 

airports we operate from. 

ENROL NOW 
online at www.airnamibia.com.na 

, navigate to our Reward$ section. 

Click, Click, and fly Away. Reward$

Outstanding 
flexibility when 

redeeming  
your miles
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BABIES
For babies up to seven months old, a 
bassinet (Skycoy) 70 cm (28 inches) in 
length is available on international flights for 
safety and comfort. 
Please indicate 
your requirements 
when making your 
reservation. Special 
services are provided 
for babies and small 
children, including 
warming facilities for 
baby bottles. Your 
cabin attendant will 
be happy to assist you in this regard.

LUGGAGE
Hand luggage must be stowed under a seat 
or in the overhead bin during take-off and 
landing. Not only is this a safety precaution, 
but it also provides you with more leg room. 
Please keep your baggage tags and a copy 
of your ticket. Special care should be taken 
when packing glassware and liquids. Items 
such as medicine, jewelry, money, cameras, 
cellphones, security documents and other 
valuables should not be checked in. 

It is advisable to use a sturdy suitcase 
with a lock. Ensure that zips are secured 
when using soft suitcases. Claims can 
be reported at the following offices:  
> Windhoek, Air Namibia
> Johannesburg & Cape Town British 
Airways 

> Frankfurt, Air Namibia 
> Luanda, Air Namibia 
> Lusaka, National Airports 

Company
> Accra,  Air Namibia
>Or all other 
Namibian based 
Airports: Air Namibia

BEVERAGES
Alcohol is served only to passengers over 
18. Cabin staff have been instructed not 
to serve alcohol to passengers who appear 
intoxicated. Only liquor provided and served 
by Air Namibia may be consumed on board.

E-TICKETING
An electronic ticket or e-ticket is used 
to represent the purchase of a seat on a 
passenger airline. Once a reservation is 
made, an e-ticket exists only as a digital 
record in the airline computers.

Customers usually print out a copy of their 
receipt which contains the record locator 
or reservation number and the e-ticket 
number.

ELECTRONIC DEVICES
Passengers are requested not to make use 

of any electronic equipment 
on board the aircraft without 
consulting a cabin attendant. 
Equipment which might 
interfere with communications 
include the following: AF/FM/
TV transmitters and/receivers 
++ walkie-talkies ++ portable 

telephones ++ scanners ++ citizen 
band transceivers ++ cordless microphones 
+ satellite receivers ++ portable video 
equipment ++ electronic power convertors 
++ full-size computer printers ++ portable 
compact disc players ++ portable personal 
computers (these may be used only with 
the Captain’s permission). 

UPON ARRIVAL
Please ensure that you have all your personal 
belongings with you before disembarking. 
Should you require any assistance with 
onward flight bookings or similar matters, 
please contact our cabin crew.

DUTY FREE
For passengers on Frankfurt, Luanda, 
Lusaka and Accra flights, our duty-free 
catalogue, Sky Mall, will be handed 
out by the cabin attendants to enable 
passengers to purchase duty-free items. 

SMOKING
In accordance with Air Namibia’s policies, 
smoking is not permitted on any Air Namibia 
flights. Passengers should be aware that 
there are smoke detectors in the aircraft’s 
toilets and that any breach of this rule is a 
contravention of applicable laws.

SAFETY PROCEDURES
You will find an information sheet 
on safety procedures in your seat 
pocket. Please read it carefully 
and please listen attentively to 
all safety announcements and 
instructions from crew at all 
times while on board our flight.

ENTERTAINMENT
On international flights, consult our 
Entertainment guide in the seat pocket.

Our Call Centre
   is open

7days 
a Week
from 6am to 10pm
+ 264 61 299 6111
Saturday/Sunday 09:00 -17:00
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From Connection Point Departs To Arrives Flight Number Day of operation Aircraft

Accra 22:50 Windhoek 06:05+1 SW 761 3,5,7 A319
Accra Johannesburg 22:50 Windhoek 09:55+1 SW 761 3,5,7 A319
Cape Town 06:40 Windhoek 08:40 SW 745 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A319
Cape Town 12:30 Windhoek 14:30 SW 743 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A319
Cape Town Windhoek 12:30 Frankfurt 06:55+1 SW 743 3,5,7 A319/A340
Eros 7:00 Ondangwa 08:05 SW 164 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 ERJ
Eros 16:55 Ondangwa 18:00 SW 166 1,2,3,4,5,7 ERJ
Eros 15:55 Ondangwa 17:00 SW 166 6 ERJ
Eros 10:30 Katima Mulilo 13:05 SW 174 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Eros 10:30 Rundu 11:45 SW 174 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Frankfurt 19:10 Windhoek 06:30+1 SW 286 1,2,4,6 A340
Frankfurt Windhoek 19:10 Cape Town 11:30+1 SW 286/SW 742 1,2,4,6 A340/A319
Frankfurt Windhoek 19:10 Johannesburg 09:40+1 SW 286/SW 704 1,2,4,6 A340/A319
Gaborone 12:30 Windhoek 14:15 SW 755 2,4,5,7 ERJ
Harare 12:00 Windhoek 14:20 SW 731 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Johannesburg Accra 12;30 Windhoek 20:20 SW 701 3.5.7 A319
Johannesburg 06:40 Windhoek 08:40 SW 703 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A319
Johannesburg 12:30 Windhoek 14:30 SW 701 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A319
Johannesburg Windhoek 12:30 Frankfurt 06:55+1 SW 701 3,5,7 A319/A340
Katima Mulilo 13:50 Eros 15:30 SW 174 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Luanda 12:15 Windhoek 15:40 SW 773 1,3,4,5,6,7 A319
Luderitz 11:30 Oranjemund 12:20 SW 102 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Luderitz 11:30 Windhoek 14:05 SW 102 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Lusaka 12:00 Windhoek 14:20 SW 751 2,4 ERJ
Lusaka 18:05 Windhoek 20:30 SW 753 3,5,7 ERJ
Maun 11:05 Victoria Falls 11:55 SW 792 2,3 ERJ
Maun 11:05 Windhoek 14:10 SW 792 2,3 ERJ
Maun 18;25 Windhoek 19:40 SW 791 5,7 ERJ
Oranjemund 12:50 Windhoek 14:05 SW 102 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Ondangwa 08:40 Eros 09:45 SW 165 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 ERJ
Ondangwa 18:35 Eros 19:40 SW 167 1,2,3,4,5,7 ERJ
Ondangwa 17:35 Eros 18:40 SW 167 6 ERJ
Rundu Katima Mulilo 12:05 Eros 15:30 SW 174 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Rundu 12:05 Katima Mulilo 13:05 SW 174 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Walvis Bay 16:20 Windhoek 17:00 SW 154 1,3,5,7 A319/ERJ
Walvis Bay 11:50 Windhoek 12:30 SW 152 2,4,6 A319/ERJ
Windhoek 10:10 Luderitz 11:10 SW 102 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Windhoek 10:10 Oranjemund 12:20 SW 102 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Windhoek 10:40 Walvis Bay 11:20 SW 151 2,4,6 A319/ERJ
Windhoek 15:10 Walvis Bay 15:50 SW 153 1,3,5,7 A319
Windhoek 09:30 Cape Town 11:30 SW 742 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A319
Windhoek 17:40 Cape Town 19:40 SW 744 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A319
Windhoek 07:55 Johannesburg 09:40 SW 704 1,2,3,4.5,6,7 A319
Windhoek 17:00 Johannesburg 18:45 SW 702 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A319
Windhoek 09:15 Lusaka 11:25 SW 752 2,4 ERJ
Windhoek 15:20 Lusaka 17:30 SW 754 3,5,7 ERJ
Windhoek 16:50 Accra 20:20 SW 701 3,5,7 A319
Windhoek 09:15 Gaborone 11:00 SW 756 2,4,5,7 ERJ
Windhoek 09:10 Harare 11:25 SW 730 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Windhoek 09:35 Luanda 11:15 SW 772 1,3,4,5,6,7 A319
Windhoek 09:15 Maun 10:30 SW 792 3,4 ERJ
Windhoek 14:50 Maun 17:40 SW 791 5,7 ERJ
Windhoek 09:15 Victoria Falls 11:55 SW 792 3,4 ERJ
Windhoek 14:50 Victoria Falls 16:25 SW 791 5,7 ERJ
Windhoek 21:30 Frankfurt 06:55+1 SW 285 3,5,7 A340
Windhoek 08:15 Frankfurt 17:40 SW 283 2 A340
Victoria Falls 16:55 Maun 17:40 SW 761 5,7 ERJ
Victoria Falls 12:30 Windhoek 14:10 SW 792 2,3 ERJ
Victoria Falls 16:55 Windhoek 19:40 SW 791 5,7 ERJ

1=MONDAY, 2=TUESDAY, 3=WEDNESDAY, 4=THURSDAY, 5=FRIDAY, 6=SATURDAY, 7=SUNDAY

Schedule: 27 JANUARY  to 30 MARCH 2013(All time local)
Note: check-in time should be two hours before departure

Flight

 times and dates are 

subject to change

 please reconfirm all flights

 with the relevant Air 

Namibia offices.

 see page 14 for

 contact details.
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From Connection Point Departs To Arrives Flight Number Day of operation Aircraft

Accra 22:50 Windhoek 06:05+1 SW 761 3,5,7 A319
Accra Johannesburg 22:50 Windhoek 09:55+1 SW 761 3,5,7 A319
Cape Town 06:40 Windhoek 08:40 SW 745 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A319
Cape Town 12:30 Windhoek 14:30 SW 743 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A319
Cape Town Windhoek 12:30 Frankfurt 06:55+1 SW 743 3,5,7 A319/A340
Eros 7:00 Ondangwa 08:05 SW 164 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 ERJ
Eros 16:55 Ondangwa 18:00 SW 166 1,2,3,4,5,7 ERJ
Eros 15:55 Ondangwa 17:00 SW 166 6 ERJ
Eros 10:30 Katima Mulilo 13:05 SW 174 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Eros 10:30 Rundu 11:45 SW 174 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Frankfurt 19:10 Windhoek 06:30+1 SW 286 1,2,4,6 A340
Frankfurt Windhoek 19:10 Cape Town 11:30+1 SW 286/SW 742 1,2,4,6 A340/A319
Frankfurt Windhoek 19:10 Johannesburg 09:40+1 SW 286/SW 704 1,2,4,6 A340/A319
Gaborone 12:30 Windhoek 14:15 SW 755 2,4,5,7 ERJ
Harare 12:00 Windhoek 14:20 SW 731 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Johannesburg Accra 12;30 Windhoek 20:20 SW 701 3.5.7 A319
Johannesburg 06:40 Windhoek 08:40 SW 703 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A319
Johannesburg 12:30 Windhoek 14:30 SW 701 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A319
Johannesburg Windhoek 12:30 Frankfurt 06:55+1 SW 701 3,5,7 A319/A340
Katima Mulilo 13:50 Eros 15:30 SW 174 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Luanda 12:15 Windhoek 15:40 SW 773 1,3,4,5,6,7 A319
Luderitz 11:30 Oranjemund 12:20 SW 102 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Luderitz 11:30 Windhoek 14:05 SW 102 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Lusaka 12:00 Windhoek 14:20 SW 751 2,4 ERJ
Lusaka 18:05 Windhoek 20:30 SW 753 3,5,7 ERJ
Maun 11:05 Victoria Falls 11:55 SW 792 2,3 ERJ
Maun 11:05 Windhoek 14:10 SW 792 2,3 ERJ
Maun 18;25 Windhoek 19:40 SW 791 5,7 ERJ
Oranjemund 12:50 Windhoek 14:05 SW 102 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Ondangwa 08:40 Eros 09:45 SW 165 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 ERJ
Ondangwa 18:35 Eros 19:40 SW 167 1,2,3,4,5,7 ERJ
Ondangwa 17:35 Eros 18:40 SW 167 6 ERJ
Rundu Katima Mulilo 12:05 Eros 15:30 SW 174 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Rundu 12:05 Katima Mulilo 13:05 SW 174 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Walvis Bay 16:20 Windhoek 17:00 SW 154 1,3,5,7 A319/ERJ
Walvis Bay 11:50 Windhoek 12:30 SW 152 2,4,6 A319/ERJ
Windhoek 10:10 Luderitz 11:10 SW 102 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Windhoek 10:10 Oranjemund 12:20 SW 102 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Windhoek 10:40 Walvis Bay 11:20 SW 151 2,4,6 A319/ERJ
Windhoek 15:10 Walvis Bay 15:50 SW 153 1,3,5,7 A319
Windhoek 09:30 Cape Town 11:30 SW 742 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A319
Windhoek 17:40 Cape Town 19:40 SW 744 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A319
Windhoek 07:55 Johannesburg 09:40 SW 704 1,2,3,4.5,6,7 A319
Windhoek 17:00 Johannesburg 18:45 SW 702 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A319
Windhoek 09:15 Lusaka 11:25 SW 752 2,4 ERJ
Windhoek 15:20 Lusaka 17:30 SW 754 3,5,7 ERJ
Windhoek 16:50 Accra 20:20 SW 701 3,5,7 A319
Windhoek 09:15 Gaborone 11:00 SW 756 2,4,5,7 ERJ
Windhoek 09:10 Harare 11:25 SW 730 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Windhoek 09:35 Luanda 11:15 SW 772 1,3,4,5,6,7 A319
Windhoek 09:15 Maun 10:30 SW 792 3,4 ERJ
Windhoek 14:50 Maun 17:40 SW 791 5,7 ERJ
Windhoek 09:15 Victoria Falls 11:55 SW 792 3,4 ERJ
Windhoek 14:50 Victoria Falls 16:25 SW 791 5,7 ERJ
Windhoek 21:30 Frankfurt 06:55+1 SW 285 3,5,7 A340
Windhoek 08:15 Frankfurt 17:40 SW 283 2 A340
Victoria Falls 16:55 Maun 17:40 SW 761 5,7 ERJ
Victoria Falls 12:30 Windhoek 14:10 SW 792 2,3 ERJ
Victoria Falls 16:55 Windhoek 19:40 SW 791 5,7 ERJ

1=MONDAY, 2=TUESDAY, 3=WEDNESDAY, 4=THURSDAY, 5=FRIDAY, 6=SATURDAY, 7=SUNDAY

Schedule: 27 JANUARY  to 30 MARCH 2013(All time local)
Note: check-in time should be two hours before departure

Flight

 times and dates are 

subject to change

 please reconfirm all flights

 with the relevant Air 

Namibia offices.

 see page 14 for

 contact details.

Luderitz

Oranjemund

Gaborone

Harare

Rundu
Katima 
Mulilo

Lusaka

Victoria Falls

Maun

Johannesburg

Cape Town

Walvis Bay

Ondangwa

Luanda

Accra

Windhoek

to Frankfurt
and beyond

Windhoek - Luanda
6a Frequência | 6th Frequency

A Air Namibia anuncia a sua 6a Frequência aos Sábados, a partir de 28 de Outubro 2012

Air Namibia proudly announces its 6th frequency on Saturdays starting 28 October 2012

Connections to 

Frankfurt, Accra, 
Cape Town and 
Johannesburg 

with Special Rates

Book Online: www.airnamibia.com.na
Call Centre +264 61 299 6111 or contact your Travel Agent.



New Operating Hours

Monday - Friday: 
06:00 - 22:00
Saturday & Sunday:  
09:00 – 17:00

... for your booking 
and reservation 
convenience.

Book Online: www.airnamibia.com.na
Call Centre +264 61 2996111 or contact your Travel Agent.

Introducing
Call Centre’s New 
Operating Hours

14                       .Com.Na



New Operating Hours

Monday - Friday: 
06:00 - 22:00
Saturday & Sunday:  
09:00 – 17:00

... for your booking 
and reservation 
convenience.

Book Online: www.airnamibia.com.na
Call Centre +264 61 2996111 or contact your Travel Agent.

Introducing
Call Centre’s New 
Operating Hours

Air Namibia: Fleet

Airbus  A340-300

Embraer ERJ135

Number of Aircraft 2

Maximum Passengers 278

Length(m) 63.6

Wing Span (m) 60.3

Height (m) 16.7

Maximum Fuel Capacity 141 500l

Cruising Speed 860 km/h

Maximum Take-off Weight 257 000 kg

Number of Aircraft 3

Maximum Passengers 112

Length(m) 33.84

Wing Span (m) 34.09

Height (m) 11.76

Maximum Fuel Capacity 23 860l

Cruising Speed 820 km/h

Maximum Take-off Weight 70 000 kg

Number of Aircraft 4

Maximum Passengers 37

Length(m) 26.33

Wing Span (m) 20.04

Height (m) 6.76

Maximum Fuel Capacity 4 198l

Cruising Speed 820 km/h

Maximum Take-off Weight 19 000 kg

Airbus  A319 -100
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Air Namibia Cargo

Air Namibia Contacts Europe, USA and Asia
United Kingdom +44-870 774 0965 reservations@air-namibia.co.uk

Germany +49-69-770673030 info@airnamibia.de

 Scandinavia +46 555 6 91 26 swres.scan@aviareps.com

Czech Republic +420-296368273 info@airnamibia.cz

 Switzerland +41-44-2869988 airnamibia@zrh.airlinecenter.ch

Austria +43-1-585363035 airnamibiaaustria@avaireps.com

Benelux +32-2-7120560
airnamibia.ams@aviareps.com
airnamibia.bru @aviareps.com

Italy + 39 06 59602148 airnamibia@airconsult.it

Spain   +34-93-914585733 airnamibia.spain@aviarps.com

France + 33-1-53437905 ReservationSW.France@aviareps.com

USA + 1-646-4679671/72 Reservationsusa@air-namibia.com

Canada + 1-416-561-8243 reggie@latacanada.com

Poland +48-22-631-1084 airnamibia.pl@aviareps.com

Hungary + 36 1 411 3884 ressw.hungary@aviareps.com

Estonia +372 6681 001 airnamibia@airlinemanagement.eu

Ukraine +38 044 490 6501 SW.Ukraine@aviareps.com

Russian - Moscow + 7 495 937 5950 airnamibiaMOW@aviareps.com

Russian St. Petersburg +7 812 740 3820 salesLED@aviareps.com

Japan +81-3-32 25 00 08 yhayase@aviareps.com

Korea +822-777-81 78 ilee@aviareps.com

China +8610-8532-4326/166 awang@aviareps.com

India +91-222 66 01 226 jfernandes@aviareps.com

Fleet: QAirbus  A340 QAirbus  A319 QEmbraer ERJ135

Book Now
Call Centre > +264 61 299 6111

We offer an unrivalled intercontinental, regional and domestic route network, allowing 
seamless connections within Southern Africa, West Africa, Europe and beyond.

Service

+Cargo

Air Namibia Offices
Windhoek Head Office +264 61 299 6000 •

Call Center +264 61 299 6111 Call.Center@airnamibia.aero

Air Namibia Cargo +264 61 299 6610/11 cargo@airnamibia.aero

Swakopmund +264 64 40 5123 swakopmund@airnamibia.aero

Walvis Bay +264 64 20 2938 walvisbay@airnamibia.aero

Ondangwa +264 65 24 0655 ondangwa@airnamibia.aero

Katima Mulilo +264 66 25 3191 katima@airnamibia.aero

Luderitz +264 63 202 045 luderitz@airnamibia.aero

Oranjemund +264 66 232 764 oranjemund@airnamibia.aero

Rundu +264 66 25 5806 rundu@airnamibia.aero

Cape Town +27 21 936 2755/8 capetown@airnamibia.aero

Johannesburg  
Ticketing +27 11 783 1181 johannesburg@airnamibia.aero

Johannesburg Airport +27 11 978 5055 johannesburg.reservations@
airnamibia.aero

Luanda +244 222 336726 luanda@airnamibia.aero

Frankfurt +49 69 77 06 73 030 info@airnamibia.de

Lusaka +260 955 043156/7/8 lusaka@airnamibia.aero

Accra +233 21 766 600/2 accra@airnamibia.aero 

Lagos +234 1 7671151 lagos@airnamibia.aero

Gaborone +267 686 0762 Botswana.Reservations@
airnamibia.aero

Maun +267 686 0391 imampane@airbotswana.co.bw

Harare +263(4) 752 322 Forbes.Zaranyika@
airnamibia.aero

HEAD OFFICE WINDHOEK:
Tel: +264 (0)61 2996226
e-mail: cargo.bookings@airnamibia.aero
website: http://www.airnamibia.com.na

SOUTH AFRICA, KENYA, ZIMBABWE, 
TANZANIA, MADAGASCAR
The Cargo Connection
Tel: +27 11 394 4405
gerd@thecargoconnection.co.za

GERMANY, PORTUGAL, SPAIN, LUXEMBOURG 
& SWITZERLAND
Aerotrans
Mrs Gunnemann 
Tel: +49 (0)69 - 695890-0
e-mail: fra@aerotrans.de 

ITALY
Mr Bruno Miggiano
Cargo Manager Italy

AIRCONSULT
TEL : +39 06 54242538
CEL : +39 3498274776
email : gsacargo@aiorconsult.it

AUSTRIA, CROATIA, YUGOSLAVIA, GREECE, 
CZECH REPUBLIC
Air MIX CONSULT 
Mr. Peter Seizinger 
Tel: +39 (0)6 6529440 / +39 (0)6 65956542
e-mail: amaamc@tin.it / vcoria@amaamc.com

FRANCE 
PRIME AIR SERVICE
Tel: +33 (0)1 48 64 66 94
e-mail: cprimeairs@aol.com

UNITED KINGDOM , IRELAND REPUBLIC, 
ISRAEL, UAE, INDIA AND ASIA
Select Airline Management
Tel: +44 208 5870930

Mobile: +44 078 3403011 
e-mail: dlee@selectairlinemanagement.com 
e-mail: skemp@selectairlinemanagement.com

USA & CANADA
Avia Cargo
Michael J. Cox
mcox@aviacargo.aero 
Tel +1 212-899-3310 

HOLLAND, SWEDEN, NORWAY, DENMARK,  
FINLAND AND BELGIUM
Air Cargo Brokers 
e-mail: wendy@aircargobrokers.nl
Tel: +31 (0)20 648 4861
e-mail: niels@aircargobrokers.nl

ANGOLA AIR NAMIBIA 
Mobile: +244 923 595 698
e-mail: marisa.dealmeida@airnamibia.aero

Cargo Contacts Africa, Europe, USA and Asia
Air Namibia Cargo Offices and Agencies in more than 20 cities 
of the world are ready to handle your cargo as well as items “in 
aviation” categorized as dangerous goods.  We transport perishable 
goods (such as Fish, Meat & Fresh Flowers); Mail & Documents; 

Live Animals, Personal Effects, Human Remains & Ashes, Hunting 
Trophies, and other commodities. On the international flights, we 
carry up to 3 vehicles at a time.



Winner of the Feather Awards
• Best Regional Airline - Southern Africa • 2009, 2011 - O.R. Tambo International 

• 2008, 2010, 2011 - Cape Town & O.R. Tambo International

N

• ----- New Improved Route Network 

• ----- Re-Introduced  • ----- Effective 2013

Your Gateway to: 

Africa 
... the best choice into and out of Namibia

Luderitz

Oranjemund

Gaborone

Harare

Ondjiva Rundu
Katima 
Mulilo

Lusaka

Victoria Falls

Maun

Johannesburg

Cape Town

Walvis Bay

Ondangwa

Luanda

Accra

Windhoek

to Frankfurt
and beyondto Accra

and beyond



18                       .com.na



19                       .com.na



events calendar 

S e n d  y o u r  co n t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  t h e  E v e n t s  C a l e n d a r  to  f l a m i n g o @ m a c . co m . n a  b y  t h e  15t h  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  m o n t h

ExhibitioN 
Homage to My Mother – A photographic exhibition featuring 
Namibian women by Norwegian Kari smaage at the blue Frog 
restaurant at the Franco-Namibian cultural centre (FNcc), 
until the 8th (061 38 7330 or www.fncc.org.na)

20                       .Com.Na

ExhibitioN 
silk batiks are displayed at the pure & simple gallery shop in 
garten street (windhoek) until the end of march (061 24 0165)

1 Friday

LAUNCh
local rock band penilane 
launches its album Wear 
it Well at the warehouse 

theatre in windhoek at 20:00 
(061 40 2253)

1 Friday

MUSiC
Every Friday after 21:00,  

Local is Lekker, live music show 
aimed at visitors to the country  

(085 141 255)

Penilane

 

SAtUrdAY
2 LASt bANd StANdiNg 

the first round in this exciting competition 
takes place from 16 February to 13 march
at the NtN with 24 local bands competing 
over eight nights. the competition begins at 
20:00 (061 37 4400)

tonight: devoted, chillin' in the park, tonetic

8th:  onai & Friends, EK Adventure crew,  
 Famaz Attak

9th:  Floritha, shemyetu

27th:  letsync, major 7th's Jazz band, 
  Etondo

2 Saturday

gUidEd wALk 
At the National botanical gardens 

in windhoek, starting at 08:00 
(061 202 2020)

currently running...

Famaz Attak

Silk batiks
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march
2 Saturday

boxiNg 
wbo world-title fight between 

Namibia's paulus ‘the rock’ 
Ambunda and the champion 

pungluang sor singu from 
thailand at ramatex in windhoek 

as from 18:00 
(www.computicket.com)

The Rock2 Saturday

CoNCErt
deal done recordz presents local 
singers Erna chimu, sally, Floritha 

and miss h at the warehouse 
theatre at 20:00 

(061 40 2253)

Erna Chimu

2 Saturday

bioMArkEt
organic vegetables, freshly 

baked bread and home-made 
products at 3 uhland street in 
Klein windhoek, from 08:00 to 

12:00 every saturday 
(061 23 9555)

4 Monday

ExhibitioN
Potpourri, a mix of works drawn 

from different portfolios in 
different sizes by local artist John 

sampson, opens at the FNcc 
gallery at 18:30, can be viewed 
until the 22nd (061 38 7330 or 

www.fncc.org.na)

Potpourri

4 Monday

dANCiNg
line and ballroom dancing at 

backstage (toivo ya toivo street) 
every monday at 19:00 

(085 141 255)

4 Monday

workShop
A dance and drumming workshop 

is hosted by chinamibia Arts 
Education for development, at the 

Katutura community Art centre 
as from 14:00 

(081 300 5673)

5 Tuesday 

MoviE 
the documentary Bauhaus - 

Modell und Mythos is presented 
at the John muafangejo Art centre 

at 18:00. language: English 
(061 22 5700)

6 Wednesday

MoviE NightS 
At the FNcc every 

wednesday at 18:30 
(061 38 7330 or 

www.fncc.org.na)

6 Wednesday

SpokEN word  
An evening of poetry and short films 

from the African continent, supported 
by a local acoustic act, at the 
warehouse theatre at 19:00 

(061 40 2253)
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events calendar 

7Thursday

SCrEENiNg
Run Lola Run by tom tykwer 
at the goethe centre at 19:15. 

in german with 
English subtitles 

(061 22 5700)

8 Friday

CoNCErt
local singer Big Ben performs 
at the warehouse theatre at 

20:00 (061 40 2253)

8 Friday

CoNCErt
Metal Mayhem featuring 

within madness and safe 19 
at dylan's (19 Joule street, 

windhoek) at 21:00 
(081 128 7664)

10 Sunday

SwiMMiNg
the point break/ otb sport 

open-water swim takes place 
at lake oanob as from 09:30 

(www.otbsport.com or 
081 142 9966)

14 Thursday

SCrEENiNg
the documentary David Wants 
to Fly by david sieveking at the 

goethe centre at 19:15. in german 
with English subtitles 

(061 22 5700)

8
CoMEdY

Keeping up with the Kandeshis, 
stand-up comedy show by local 
comedian lazarus Jacobs, at the 

National theatre at 19:00. A second 
show takes place on the 9th 

(061 37 4400)

Friday

15
CoNCErt

live rock music with Small 
Town Tramp and Rush Hour 

at the warehouse theatre at 
20:000 (061 40 2253)

Friday

 

fridAY
15 CoNCErt  

With Love from 
Lubumbashi, traditional 
congolese music and dance 
at the National theatre of 
Namibia in windhoek at 20:00. 
A second concert featuring 
the four participating groups 
of dancers and musicians 
takes place at the warehouse 
theatre on 23 march at 20:00 
(061 38 7330 or 
www.fncc.org.na)

David Wants
to Fly

16 Saturday 

fEStivAL
the second mieliefees takes 

place at the bastion Farmyard in 
mariental as from 10:00 

(081 274 5574 or b
astion@iway.na)

16 Saturday 

MArkEt
At the FNcc. browse around 
and enjoy all things French 

from 09:00 to 15:00. the day 
ends with a dance party with 

dJ psyon as from 20:00 
(061 38 7330 or 

www.fncc.org.na)
FNCC

market
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march

S e n d  y o u r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  t h e  E v e n t s  C a l e n d a r  t o  f l a m i n g o @ m a c . c o m . n a  b y  t h e  1 5 t h  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  m o n t hS e n d  y o u r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  t h e  E v e n t s  C a l e n d a r  t o  f l a m i n g o @ m a c . c o m . n a  b y  t h e  1 5 t h  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  m o n t h

21Thursday

ExCUrSioN
to the farm hohewarte with 

special focus on reptiles. 
presented by the scientific society, 

in german (061 22 5372 or 
nwg@iway.na)

25 Monday

rUNNiNg
the fifth Namib desert challenge 
takes place in the sesriem area, 

covers 220 km, until the 29th 
(www.namibdesertchallenge.com)27Wednesday

ExhibitioN
Land Matters in Art, an initiative 

encouraging artists to have their 
say about land matters and land 
reform in Namibia, opens at the 

FNcc gallery at 18:30, can be 
viewed until 26 April (061 38 7330 

or www.fncc.org.na)

23 Saturday

CoMpEtitioN
The Taste of Namibia, with local 

chefs using 23 team Namibia 
ingredients to cook up a storm 

at pick ‘n pay Auas valley in 
windhoek from 09:00 to 12:00 

(061 30 7247 or 
www.teamnamibia.com)

April

30 Saturday 

MoviE Night 
AfricAvenir presents the Namibian 
premier of moussa toure's film La 

Pirogue about a group of west 
African immigrants who attempt 

a hazardous, illegal crossing to 
mainland Europe, at the goethe 

centre at 19:00 (www.africavenir.
org or 085 563 0949) 

Fortune
and Tom

2 Tuesday

SCrEENiNg
the documentary Drawing 

in a frenzy about the painter 
Ernst ludwig Kirchner, directed 

by michael trabitzsch, at the 
goethe centre at 19:15 

(061 22 5700)

5 Friday 

MotorbikES
the annual president's run 
hosted by live to ride mcc, 

takes place from the omaruru 
rest camp, until the 6th 

(081 240 1907)

30 Saturday 

MArkEt
the monthly farmers’ market 
takes place at the windhoek 

show grounds from 08:00 
to 13:00. use the bell street 

entrance 
(081 436 3049) 

6 Saturday 

CArNivAL
to kick off the annual 

windhoek carnival season, 
biwak takes place at the Auas 

valley shopping centre in 
windhoek as from 11:11 

(www.windhoek-karneval.com)

Namibia's 
Independence

Day



Exchange your foreign currency at any FNB Bureau de Change in
Windhoek or Swakopmund  and get a free voucher booklet 
fi lled with great discounts for your time in Namibia.
Tel: (061) 299 2222   www.fnbnamibia.com.na   Terms and conditions apply. 

First
from FNB

Exchanging
Foreign
Currency
for Memories
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or platforms. The so-called Bird Island 
off the coast at Walvis Bay is a platform 
extending over some 17 000 square 
metres!  Shark Island is not a real island, 
but a peninsula adjoining the town of 
Lüderitz. Now a campsite, it was once 
infamous as the site of a concentration 
camp for Namas and Hereros during 
the genocide of 1904–1907.

rEMotE SEMi-
iNhAbitEd iSLANdS 
Lying to the south are the Prince Ed-
ward and Marion islands, owned by 
South Africa and used for research and 
conservation, and as weather stations. 
In the case of Marion Island, consider-
able damage was done to the ecology 
by the importation of domestic cats, 
which multiplied to several thousand 
and devastated the local bird life. The 
cats had to be exterminated. These is-
lands are among the cloudiest places 
in the world.  Even further south, we 
find the remote Bouvet Island, owned 
by Norway. This is one of the world’s 
most isolated places – a sub-Antarctic 
island nearly totally covered by gla-
ciers. In the 1970s a mysterious ‘flash’ 
incident occurred near this island – 
sometimes alleged but never proved 
to be a nuclear test by the then South 
African apartheid government. Al-
though totally uninhabited, Bouvet 
has its own Internet domain!

Did you 
know?

iSLANdS off NAMibiA’S CoASt
John Donne said “No man is an island”, 
but we are all fascinated by islands, and 
by the feeling of peace, remoteness 
and security they offer. The very rich 
buy their own, and the rest of us aspire 
to the ultimate tropical island holiday. 
For a start there are nearly 20 islands 
off the Namibian coast. Collectively 
called the Penguin Islands, they extend 
from Walvis Bay down to the South 
African coastal waters. While many 
are no more than rocks, the largest 
less than a square kilometre in extent, 
they have had economic and scientific 
importance since the 19th century as 
diamond fields, sources of guano and 
nowadays as bird sanctuaries.  Mercury 
Island, a rocky outcrop only 750 metres 
long and bisected by a huge cave, is in-
habited by two researchers! It supports 
80% of the entire global population of 
the bank cormorant, and over 90% of 
the Namibian population of the en-
dangered African penguin.

poLitiCAL bACkgroUNd
Although some of the islands are 
barely metres off the mainland, they 
have had a complicated political his-
tory tied in with the fortunes of Walvis 
Bay, which was first a British and then a 
South African dependency, never part 
of German South West Africa. Only in 
1994, with the reintegration of Walvis 
Bay into the country, did ownership of 
the islands pass to Namibia.

NoStALgiC NAMES
Some of the islands were given 
strange names, probably by hungry 
sailors longing for the comforts of 
home. These include Roast Beef Island 
and Plum Pudding Island!  Due to their 
efficiency as collectors of guano, natu-
ral islands have been given a little help 
by the construction of artificial islands 

S o u r c e s  a n d  r e f e r e n c e s  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  b i l l @ i w a y. n a

iSLANdS oN thE 
othEr SidE of AfriCA
Île de l’Europa and Juan de Nova, 
which are owned by France, are cor-
al atolls situated between Mozam-
bique and Madagascar. Although 
uninhabited except for French garri-
sons who built high-quality airstrips 
on them, they are covered with 
mysterious ruins. The Europa Island 
in the Mozambique Channel hosts 
the world’s largest population of 
green sea turtles, but has nothing to 
do with Europe – it was discovered 
by a ship called the Europa.

ANd thE MYthiCAL iSLANdS?
What about the fictional islands? We 
do not mean the hundreds of islands 
in fictional literature, but ones that 
were reportedly discovered, indi-
cated for many years on respectable 
maps, but were afterwards shown not 
to exist. Among these were Thomp-
son Island in the sub-Antarctic, and St 
Matthew Island in the Gulf of Guinea. 
Whether they did once exist, but 
were destroyed by volcanic action, 
nobody knows.

miscellaneous 

facts on

UNkNowN

iSLANdS off 

AfriCA
Text bill torbitt
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Staying in the 
Race

www.pwc.com/na

For anyone in agriculture, great clouds can forebear great rains and other opportunities such as the potential for 
great growth and great employment, which is why this sector features as a key element of Government’s National 
Development Plan 4 (NDP4). However, great clouds can also represent the threats of climate change, food 
security and access to markets to name a few.

Our local agri-focussed team, who can draw on an enviable source of global knowledge and experience, 
are standing by to help you where the weather man cannot, and we look forward to harvesting the fruits of 
innovative growth and increased investment opportunities with you.

For information on investment opportunities in agribusiness contact our industry leaders:

Louis van der Riet    Nangula Uaandja
Partner         Managing Partner                         
Tel: +264 61 284 1018            Tel: +264 61 284 1065

© 2013 PricewaterhouseCoopers. All rights reserved. In this document, PwC refers to PricewaterhouseCoopers Namibia, which is a member firm of 
PricewaterhouseCoopers International Limited, each member firm of which is a separate legal entity.



29                       .Com.Na

bUSiNESS 
ROuND-uP 

Namibia has a strong track record of attracting foreign 
investment. Many well-known international companies 
play an active role in a wide variety of sectors, including 
agriculture, fishing, mining, manufacturing, construction, 
tourism, telecoms and financial services. The Namibian 
Constitution promotes foreign investment and protects 
private property. Every month Flamingo brings you a 
round-up of the most important business and economics 
news from Namibia, compiled by robin Sherbourne of 
local economic consulting company, Namibian Economics. 

the World bank expects the Namibian economy to 
grow by 4.3% in 2013, lower than the average of 4.9% 

it is forecasting for sub-saharan Africa and also below the 

6.1% earmarked by NdP4, according to the World bank 

Global Economic Prospects report.

bank Windhoek Holdings ltd has applied to the Na-

mibian stock exchange (NsX) for the listing of its shares 
on the main board, according to a company announce-

ment dated 17 January, said chairman of the board, koos 

brandt recently. bWH has appointed iJg securities (Pty) 

ltd to act as the lead sponsor and co-advisor. Psg konsult 

Wealth management (Namibia) (Pty) ltd will act as the 

lead advisor and co-sponsor. 

december vehicle sales in Namibia fell 16.3% m/m 

and 24.6% y/y, according to the latest data released by 

NAAmsA. on a 12-month cumulative basis, however, 

vehicle sales rose 11.1%. the sale of commercial vehicles 

fell 18.5% m/m and 37.4% y/y, while passenger sales fell 

13.8% m/m and 2.3% y/y. 

trade volumes between the uk and Namibia are 

growing fast, reaching N$6.6 billion in 2011, according 

to the british High commissioner to Namibia, marianne 

young. young reportedly advised that Namibia has re-

corded an increase in the number of british tourists on 

16 JANUArY –
15 fEbrUArY 

2013

fitch confirms Namibia’s 
investment-grade sovereign 
credit rating

the back of sir david Attenborough’s new Africa series, 

where the british broadcaster and naturalist recently 

filmed a new natural-history series focussing on Africa. 

elgin brown & Hamer (ebH) Namibia announced that it 

will be increasing its capacity to dock vessels in 
Walvis bay by approximately 60% by adding a third 

floating dock to its current operation. currently servicing 

about 74 vessels per year on its two floating docks makes 

ebH Namibia one of the most utilised shipyards on the 

west coast of Africa, according to newspaper reports. 

the institute of Public Policy and research (iPPr) report-

edly released the findings of the open budget survey 

(ibP) compiled for the global watchdog international 

budget Partnership (ibP). Namibia scored 55 out of a pos-

sible 100, and was ranked the country with the 34th most 

open budget out of the 100 countries participating in the 

ibP’s biannual survey. 

the marine resources Act must be amended to make 

the allocation of fishing quotas more transparent, 
according to the law reform and development commis-

sion (lrdc). over 13 000 jobs have reportedly been cre-

ated in the Namibian fishing sector, of which 9 000 are 

accounted for by the hake industry. 



Agra announced its conversion from a co-operative to 

a public company, effective on 1 February 2013. this 

follows the approval by the ministry of Agriculture, 

Water and Forestry after a process during which Agra 

and the ministry agreed on a number of issues to comply 

with the co-operatives Act 1996, according to a compa-

ny announcement. 

the september FNb House Price index moved sideways, 

but central property prices rose 2.2% m/m and 38% 

y/y, according to the report released by FNb Namibia. 

Namport (the Namibia Ports Authority) has acquired 

two modern liebherr lHm 550 mobile harbour 
cranes (mHcs) to maximise the port’s operations fully. 

the N$80 million acquisition reportedly takes Nam-

port’s total of mHcs to eight. this will not only reduce 

the waiting time of vessels, but also the costs to import-

ers and exporters. 

Namibia was awarded 19th place out of 179 coun-
tries in the latest Press Freedom index released by the 

reporters Without borders, improving by one spot from 

last year. Namibia is now the highest-ranked African 

country in the index. 

telecom Namibia, the new owner of leo, plans to 
invest more than N$400 million in an infrastruc-

ture network as part of its strategy to compete head-on 

with mtc and secure between 35% to 40% of the local 

mobile telecommunications market. telecom Namibia 

managing director and leo chairman Frans Ndoroma 

announced that the company awarded a us$46 million 

contract to china’s Zte corporation, a leading telecom-

munications equipment and network solutions provider.

gecko is reconsidering the Vision industrial 
Park as the company feels the changing scenario for 

uranium mining calls for a rethink of strategy, although 

the much-touted N$12 billion project north of swakop-

mund was given the initial go-ahead by the Namibian 

government in April last year. 

during the 2012/2013 financial year, the Namibian 

government managed to acquire 14 farms, at a cost of 

nearly N$81 million, and 18 families were resettled 
on 80 262 hectares of land. the government’s target 

is to redistribute 15 million hectares by 2020. to achieve 

this, the ministry of land and resettlement needs to ac-

quire land at a rate of 280 000 hectares per annum at an 

annual price of N$307 million. 

With the potential of swakop uranium to produce 6 800 

tonnes of uranium oxide per year and its lifespan of 20 

years, the Husab uranium Project north of rössing 

uranium mine is one of the most important mining de-

velopments in Namibia. According to a spokesperson, the 

project is going to contribute 20% to Namibian exports 

and 5% to the gdP. 

during the past financial year more than double the 
volume of vehicles was handled at the port of Walvis 

bay for importation to neighbouring countries than in 

the previous financial year, resulting in an economic 

benefit of over N$150 million to the Namibian economy. 

this represents an increase in revenue over this period 

of more than 100%. 

the local property market, especially Windhoek 

and swakopmund, is increasingly drawing buyers from 

outside Namibia, Pam golding Properties (PgP) re-
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ported recently. About 30% of potential homebuyers 

contracting PgP Namibia are from beyond the country 

borders – 10% from south Africa and 20% from Angola. 

Fishery and other marine products have been giv-

en the approval by the chinese Ambassador, Xin shun-

kang, for export to what is regarded as one of the world’s 

largest consumer markets. 

the state of the Namibian government’s finance was 

given the nod of approval by Fitch ratings (Fr) 

during February. While Namibia’s overall outlook was 

reaffirmed as stable, Fr predicted that the country’s do-

mestic economy was expected to grow at a slower pace 

than the 4.2% of 2012.

Vedanta resources recently completed a large-scale in-
fill drilling programme at the skorpion Zinc 
mine, which resulted in the closure of the mine being 

scheduled  for  2016/17 rather than for 2015.

the financing agreement of N$430 million between 

Absa and oryx Properties for the expansion of 
maerua mall is the largest agreement of its kind 

closed by the bank during 2012. the expansion will add 

3 050 m2 of office space, 8 300 m2 new retail space and 

925 extra parking spaces. 

consumer inflation rose to 6.6% in January 2013 from 

6.3% in december.
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The unruly south-westerly wind died down. There was drop-a-pin 
silence in the old ghost town. The golden afternoon light cast its 
warmth over the sand piled up in corners, doorways and passageways, 
lending a rich lustre to pastel shades, peeling paint and door handles. 
The stark Namib Desert glowed like a pirate’s treasure in the deserted 
diamond town of Kolmanskop. Shadows fell and then merged with 
the approaching darkness as if they were turning in for a night of 
peaceful slumber. 

We checked our musical instruments one 
final time on the stage of the rambling 
recreation hall. the sound rang through 

the air and the hall echoed with its century-old space, 
and then there was silence. it was time to start. it was 
time to serenade ghosts.” 

While kolmanskop might not be everyone’s choice of 
venue to record a music album, for dan shout being re-
corded here was the achievement of a long-time dream. 

dan grew up in the diamond-mining town of 
oranjemund in the south-western corner of Namibia, 
and his father worked for Namdeb diamond corporation 
in the sperrgebiet, the once forbidden diamond-mining 

Text ron Swilling
Photographs dan & brenda Shout

Serenading 
ghosts

territory. His childhood was spent playing on sand 
dunes amidst the old ghost towns. His life was steeped 
not only in the Namib desert and diamond-mining 
history but also in coming from a family that was 
passionate about music. He was born and baptised into 
music long before he even picked up his first recorder 
at school. 

His father, a member of a local rock band, had 
inadvertently cast his spell on his son. dan grew up to 
the beat of led Zeppelin, the beatles and moody blues, 
with his mother’s interest in theatrical music balancing 
the scales. dan would pick up his dad’s guitar and 
strum a few chords, his dad giving him some hurried 
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guidance before dashing off to work. His parents 
eventually told him that if he wanted to play music, he 
should learn do it properly, and sent him off for classical 
recorder lessons. these led him to playing the clarinet, 
and eventually his chosen instrument, the saxophone. 
He has never looked back since, or returned to playing 
the guitar.

it would take many more years of practising and 
gaining experience before he met up with the rest of 
the sHout band members, and for the group to record 
its album in the desert sands. like all children from the 
small mining town, dan went to boarding school when 
he reached high-school age. He chose sAcs (south 
African college High school) in Newlands cape town, 
a school known for its excellence in musical tuition, 
and situated close to where his grandparents lived. He 
soon joined the concert and marching bands, and his 
mother bought him his first saxophone, enabling him 
to play in the jazz band.

He matriculated at sAcs and went on to study music 
at the university of cape town (uct). After a year of 
studying classical clarinet, he switched to – and fell 
hopelessly in love with – jazz. He began to play in uct 
ensembles, and with house dJs and artists around the 
city. After graduation he taught full-time for a year 
and a half, and then returned to complete his masters’ 
degree in jazz performance. it was only a few weeks 
after graduation that he received a telephone call to 
audition for the band of well-known south African 
artist, Johnny clegg. this was seven years ago and dan 
has since catapulted himself into the international arena. 

His week is now jam-packed. He divides his time 
between playing a variety of music for different bands, 
from Johnny clegg’s Zulu rock ‘n roll to swing, acid jazz 
and original jazz; running the shout music company, 
an agency arranging music for weddings, events and 
restaurants; and teaching and lecturing at uct. And he 
makes time, importantly, for his dreams. 

the band sHout comprises dan shout on sax, 
gorm Helfjord on guitar, romy brauteseth on double 

A few weeks after graduating 
at UCT Dan received a 
telephone call to audition for 
the band of well-known South 
African artist, Johnny Clegg.

Fltr gorm Helfjord (guitar), romy brauteseth (double bass), 
dan shout (saxophone), Jonno sweetman (drums) and sound 
engineer, myles mcdonald

bass and Jonno sweetman on drums. they took to 
the stage in the abandoned town hall of kolmanskop 
to play their repertoire of (mostly) original jazz-fusion 
tunes. inspired by the extraordinary venue, they 
performed numbers arranged by dan, with names such 
as Bogenfels, Strandwolf and Cops ‘n Robbers evocative 
of the surrounding Namib desert, its desolate coastline 
and its mining history. 





by brown hyaenas, diamond thieves, ghost towns and 
shipwrecks, could justifiably be called Namib jazz.

combining dreams, love and music in the strangest 
and most appropriate of venues – the deserted 
diamond-mining town of kolmanskop – the sHout 
band members lifted up their instruments and played 
their desert repertoire. they played through the 
night, through the twilight hours and into the dawn, 
entertaining future album listeners – and... serenading 
ghosts.  www.danshout.co.za

According to dan, Cops ‘n Robbers is about ‘the 24-
hour 365-day cat-and-mouse game that takes place in 
the big sand pit of the sperrgebiet between the people 
trying to steal diamonds and those trying to stop them’. 
in Bogenfels, the name of the striking rock arch on the 
coast, they recreate the sounds of the ghost town at 
night, while in Strandwolf (Afrikaans for ‘beach wolf’), 
they convey the life of the resilient desert-dwelling 
brown hyaena that survives in the adverse conditions 
of the Namib desert. 

When asked about the kind of music contained in the 
album, dan tries to define it as jazz-fusion, but shies 
away from the 80s idea of jazz-fusion with synthesisers 
and electric guitars. “it has evolved a lot since then,” 
says dan. He adds that it is fused with music from all 
over the world – from North Africa and south America 
to Australia. And although he draws influences from 
reggae, heavy metal, jazz and African music, it’s always 
his aim to be original. 

dan says philosophically that while we spend most 
of our time when we’re growing up trying to be like 
everyone else, there comes a time to express yourself by 
finding your own voice, which in his case was his own 
style of music. For a Namibian west-coast boy, this was 
going back to the part of the world where he grew up, 
surrounded by and loving the Namib desert. in a sense 
this half rock-‘n-roll, reggae, jazzy music, influenced 

Dan’s half rock-‘n-
roll, reggae, jazzy 
music, influenced 
by brown hyaenas, 
diamond thieves, 
ghost towns and 
shipwrecks could 
justifiably be called 
Namib jazz.
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The people in the southern Kunene Region live in a starkly beautiful 
part of Namibia. To the visitor, it appears to be an undisturbed wilderness 
where rocky, red moonscapes meet endless blue skies. It is the home of 
famously desert-adapted plants and animals, where life continues despite 
the lack of rain and scorching sun. It is easy to forget that there are people 
here, too. Like the wildlife with which they share the land, the people 
must be tough and resourceful to survive in this harsh environment. 

text and photographs gail C potgieter

Local 
knowledge and  

local dogs
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since 1996, the Namibian government and 
non-governmental organisations have assisted 
rural Namibians to establish communal-area 

conservancies. these local institutions have allowed 
people to benefit from tourism and the sustainable use 
of wildlife in exchange for their commitment to wildlife 
conservation. However, conservation comes at a cost to 
these livestock farming communities. the farmers report 
that black-backed jackals and cheetahs are increasing 
in the region, and that livestock are often lost to these 
predators. these losses usually occur during the day, as 
the livestock go out to graze. 

is there a solution to these problems that is practical, 
affordable and effective? the Namibia Nature Founda-
tion (NNF) and the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF 
in Namibia) have started a project funded by the mil-
lennium challenge Account (mcA-Namibia) to find 
out whether such a solution exists. Farmers are practi-
cal people who employ only farming methods that suit 
their pockets and have the desired effect. We aimed, 
therefore, to improve local livestock protection meth-
ods to assist farmers coexisting with predators. 

When you drive through the southern kunene region, 
take the time to observe the herds of goats and sheep you 
encounter – you are likely to see dogs with the flocks. 
these dogs are generally small to medium in size, of 
mixed genetic heritage, and are frequently found lying 
near their flocks. they are nonetheless highly alert and 
will break out into a cacophony of barking if you try to 
approach. good dogs will react in a similar manner to 

Dogs that interact closely with 
livestock from a young age will 
start to identify with the goats 
and sheep as their family.

predators that threaten their livestock. these dogs are 
formally known as livestock guarding dogs. 

dogs have been used to guard livestock for nearly as 
long as they have been domesticated. the ancient prac-
tice of raising guarding dogs is exceptionally simple. 
dogs that interact closely with livestock from a young 
age will start to identify with the goats and sheep as 
their family. As they grow older, their instincts will tell 
them to defend their adopted family. the damara peo-
ple in southern kunene have been raising and training 
livestock guarding dogs for generations.

using livestock guarding dogs is therefore the kind 
of locally applicable solution to human-predator con-
flict we are looking to employ. yet some aspects of the 
way dogs are used in the region need to be improved 
substantially before we can herald success. these hard-
working dogs are often undervalued and many are mal-
nourished and suffering from preventable diseases. the 
mating process is not controlled, so good working-dog 
genes are often mixed with the genes of non-working 
dogs. even puppies from good working lines are given 
away, as dogs are not considered valuable enough to be 
sold.  many of the above issues are rooted in cultural 
norms and practices that are not easily altered. in the 
sorris sorris conservancy i found someone who bucks 
this trend – she not only knows how to raise good 
guarding dogs, but also genuinely cares for them. Her 
name is ouma erna !Nabases. 

ouma (grannie) erna is an elderly widow who lives 
with her son george. they have a flock of goats that 
george faithfully herds every day, accompanied by 
livestock guarding dogs. three of these dogs are me-
dium-sized, stocky dogs that work together as a family 
– a mother and two of her sons. the dogs are all fit and 
healthy – as working dogs should be. When i arrived at 
her house about lunchtime, ouma erna was sitting with 
the dogs waiting around her for their share of lunch. 



38                       .Com.Na



back at the homestead, i chatted with ouma erna 
about various aspects of breeding guarding dogs. she 
has encountered problems with controlling the dogs’ 
mating and noted that the people in the area want to get 
puppies for free. she also reported that several puppies 
of the recent litter had been bitten by a snake and died. 
these are only a few of the challenges she faces. i pro-
mised to help her address these as we work together to 
establish a structured dog-breeding programme for the 
sorris sorris conservancy. 

the process of breeding dogs and concurrently edu-
cating the local people is a worthy challenge. While 
using livestock guarding dogs is not a new concept 
to the people of southern kunene, caring for them is. 
ouma erna is a role model for others – she shows that a 
little extra effort and care can produce healthy guard-
ing dogs that effectively protect the livestock.

Gail Potgieter has an MSc in zoology and is a special-
ist in human-predator conflict. She works with Namibian 
farmers to reduce their livestock losses to predators. With 
funding from the US Millennium Challenge Account she 
is working on a guard-dog breeding programme in the 
southern Kunene Region.
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to find out more about how her dogs worked, i asked 
if i could accompany george and the working dogs into 
the field. When george had finished his lunch, we went 
out with the goats. All of the dogs automatically arose 
from their resting places and mingled easily with the 
goats as we headed out.

george has herded these goats for his mother ever since 
they came to the area 12 years ago. He has watched all 
of the dogs grow up and has witnessed their behaviour 
towards predators first-hand. He told me that jackals 
approaching the herd too closely are chased and occa-
sionally caught by the dogs. cheetahs tend to stay away 
from the dogs altogether. there have been no losses to 
cheetahs when the dogs were present. As george re-
counted to me how the dogs were raised and trained, 
i realised that he could have written the guidelines for 
training livestock guarding dogs!

Ouma Erna !Nabases not 
only knows how to raise 
good guarding dogs, but also 
genuinely cares for them.
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Namib
sunrise
Photographs Joh henschel

As a boy, my mother primed me for 
experiencing sunrises. As organist at the 
local church, she would take me along 

for her predawn practice. i turned the pages, or 
was allowed melodious walking over the organ’s 
foot-pedals while she mastered the manuals and 
forest of draw stops. our secret favourite at this 
early hour was jointly playing max drischner’s 
sun Hymn, a masterful musical sketch rising from 
barely audible to barely bearable, played while the 
sun’s first rays reached through the open window 
of the church. this experience is indelibly etched 
in my mind. years later i sensed that the Sun 
Hymn has its fitting home in the Namib. Here, a 
little everyday experience, as common as sunrise, 
becomes a big story, a special primordial experience. 
i penned these lines after a Namib sunrise:

gently the light of the quarter moon 
strokes the vastness of the landscape,

as the faint earliest glimmer of predawn 
brightens the night due east.

the first pianissimo notes whisper the  
pre-announcement of changes to come,

the static crisp atmosphere is steeped 
in anticipation, cool, clean, fresh.

the eastern brightening is confirmed 
with a mellifluous kiss of light,

the pale patch expands into the starry sky, 
which blinks its diminishing farewell.

the whispering notes are punctuated by 
the first tender pitching of a soft piccolo,

while the still air is pregnant with 
moisture, poised to give rise to dew.

the moon begins to give way, now 
accompanied by only a few diehard stars,

as the veiled curtain of pale light is 
gradually drawn right across the sky.
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big storiEs
about little things
This is the eighteenth article in a series by 
Joh henschel of EnviroMEND about the 

Namib Desert. Its wonders have many forms, 
some of which are tiny, easily overlooked 

creatures, and everyday processes 
such as sunrise.

the first notes of melody are announced 
in the embrace of whispered harmony,

dew can wait no longer, freeing the air 
of its damp load, forming dangling drops.

Night retreats, bidding farewell with 
a last grey shadow to the west,

and dawn announces its arrival with the 
assertive brightening of the dome.

by now the flute melody is definite,  
supported by clear harmony in mezzo-piano,

with faint flickering sparkles of swinging 
dew baubles taking over from the stars.

the last star flickers its lingering 
diminuendo in the now-bluing sky,

as the east is brushed with pale yellow, 
indicative of something big to follow.

the theme is repeated with more 
volume and a murmur of deep base,

as gentle tentative puffs of a cool 
breeze wave ribbons of freshness.

the takeover is nearly complete and 
the moon is now hardly noticeable,

it is certain that day is on its way with  
the eastern yellow brightening to a glare.

the theme goes through crescendo variations 
as the orchestra prepares its forte,

the breeze wafts steadily, though mellow, 
just enough for dew to shiver.

the wide bulging tip of the sun breaches   
the silhouette of the stark black horizon,

the first stabbing sunrays chase the last  
shadows of night out of all realms of the sky.
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there we have it again, the first melody,   
but now quite certainly sturdy in forte,

the dew-spangled landscape brightens    
its glitter, replacing lost stars bottom-up.

the entire huge ball of fire has crossed the  
threshold and casts off the horizon,

dawn gives way to day as the sun dominates   
the immense bright-blue ocean of sky.

All music is now fully vivace fortissimo,   
the melody is engulfed by pure harmony,

and the pristine day brings on goose-bumpy  
surges of clean-slated renewal.
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Art
  dimensions          

Flamingo provides background 
information on the latest and 
greatest exhibitions, productions 
and events on the visual and 
performing arts scene in Namibia.

ShAkiNg with thE 
wArrior qUEENS

Text and photographs marita van rooyen

if life gets you down on a saturday morning fear 
not! the college of the Arts (cotA) offers the 
perfect release for movers and shakers, especially 

for daring dance fanatics.
contemporary African warrior queens and profes-

sionally trained dancers, trixie munyama and Angie 
schroeder, lead their clan into a dance ritual of note 
the minute the bongos start sending out their beat. the 
routine starts with a session to stretch and warm up the 
muscles before the serious shaking sets in. trust me! 
you’re going to appreciate that rush of blood in all the 
right places! 

these hip spearheads are serious about what they love 
and do. they have no shame when they make your 
sweat pour down your face in rivulets and the wooden 
floors creak beneath your feet. As part of the ritual, 
you’ll be doing the Nama stap, trying a tswana trance 
dance and getting into the owambo thump. Admire 
your graceful groove (or perhaps not that graceful) in 
the mirror-covered walls and become inspired to let go 
on a totally different level.

so for a taste of the African beat, check in at cotA at 
10:00 on a saturday morning. bring enough water to fill 
a dam, and wear comfy clothes for flapping about freely! 
the best news of all is that the stress release will set 
you back a mere N$30 per session, which lasts for over 
an hour. Find the College of the Arts in 41 Fidel Castro 
Street, Windhoek (061 37 4100).

boX oFFicE Tjiraa

thE fiLM 
“In our most trying moments, we 
become our most triumphant.” Tjiraa 
explores the difficulty of balancing 
two worlds: the modern and the 
traditional. After completing her 
studies in Germany and returning 
home, Vezuva (Tina), a modern 
Herero woman, finds herself between 
a rock and a hard place. In line with 
traditional beliefs, Vezuva is forced to 
marry her cousin. Her only confidante 
is her sister Tjiyandjeua, whom she 
soon realises might face a similar fate. 
In an effort to prevent Tjiyandjeua 
from falling into the same trap, Tina 
takes Tjiyandjeua to live with her, 

away from the cultural clutches of 
her parents. But, despite her sincere 
efforts to protect her sister, Vezuva 
might have made matters worse.

thE dirECtor
krischka Stoffels started working in 
the film industry in 2005 as a pro-
duction assistant during the day, while 
continuing her studies at night. In 
2010 she wrote, directed and edited 
the short no-budget film Gesie in die 
Glas. Tjiraa is her first official venture 
into the serious world of Namibian 
Short Films. 
More on the Namibian Movie Collection 
at http://www.africavenir.org/
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hErCULES 
the NeW hero at NagN

T he National Art Gallery of Namibia (NAGN) is 
a state-owned institution acting as a cultural as 
well as an artistic instrument. Our main focus 

is to establish a systematic programme that provides 
the optimal methodology for informing and inspiring 
the general public about visual and cultural arts in the 
country. All Namibians should be able to interpret and 
appreciate the arts. It is therefore the task of the NAGN 
to involve locals and visitors by giving them full access 
to our galleries and Permanent Collections, and to stage 
wide-ranging exhibitions throughout the year.

Hercules Viljoen, director of the NAgN

Former Professor and Head of department in Visual 
and Performing Arts at the university of Namibia, Her-
cules Viljoen was recently appointed as the new direc-
tor of Namibia’s National Art gallery. A man with a vi-
sion and an unequivocal mission, he and his team are 
planning great things for the Namibian arts scene. 

in recent months Hercules has picked up on a different 
vibe at the national institution. “the NAgN has become 
more vibrant. increasing numbers of feet are walking 
through our doors. We are looking for ways to make the 
gallery more relevant to the communities out there. We 
aim to enrich and uplift them through the arts.”

Text and photographs marita van rooyen

“Following independence the Namibian arts scene 
experienced a hiatus, but then in 1994, with the 
launch of the tulipamwe Project, new life was blown 
into local art makers. tulipamwe means ‘we are to-
gether’. it was aimed at sharing art with all Namib-
ians. A spirit of creativeness was developed and fresh 
young talent was expanded to include the previously 
disadvantaged. you could say it was a Namibian re-
naissance!” Hercules hopes to relaunch the tulipamwe 
Project some time in the near future.

so who inspires the new hero at NAgN? “except for 
my mother?” he asks with a smile. “Artists who succeed 
to work with ideas in a clever and innovative way. And 
those who have artistic appeal!” 

He names contemporary south African artist Wil-
liam kentridge and local art legend John muafangejo. 
“i honour muafangejo for his spirit, contagious en-
thusiasm, discipline, and hard work despite having 
minimal resources.”

this year visitors to the NAgN can expect several 
surprises in the form of exhibitions. the focus will re-
main on providing a platform for local artists, but with 
a touch of inspiration from abroad. refurbishment and 
improvement of the building with its exhibition spaces 
are also on the cards.
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text Zenao Angula
photographs Azo Akweenda

thE NAtioNAl Art gAllEry 
oF NAmibiA, Windhoek

the artwork Euphoria was featured 
in Ghetto Soldiers Reloaded, an 
exhibition of artworks by a group 
of talented young men – lok, dix 
and Jero – all former students of the 
John muafangejo Art centre and 
graduates of the college of the Arts, 
Windhoek. drawing inspiration 
from their surroundings and 
love of music and culture, this 
was their fourth joint exhibition. 
it reflected an interesting 
combination of techniques and 
mediums, including spray paint, 
acrylics and oil paint on canvas, 
cardboard printing, and ink and 
pen illustrations. themes depicted 
the day-to-day life of Namibians in 

their respective communities.

viewing times
Mon–Fri: 08:00–17:00

Sat 09:00-14:00
Tel: 061 23 1160

Cell: 081 275 0678

the National Art gallery of Namibia is 
located at the corner of John meinert 
street and robert mugabe Avenue. it 
houses a vibrant gallery shop offering 
a wide variety of locally produced art 
and craft items.

euPHoriA
Amuthenu Petrus 

Ink on paper
500 X 380 mm

2012

mariah Nepembe become fa-
mous as a model, appearing on 
billboards, and taking centre 

stage on the runway. she established her-
self among the top most recognised and in-
demand runway models in Namibia. 

born on 4 october 1988, mariah hails 
from ondangwa in northern Namibia. she 
is a cheerful and petite young lady – 1.76 
metres tall and weighing a mere 51 kilo-
grams. maria is the ambassador for the ki-
yola media group and the High definition 
Hair boutique. she is one of Namibia’s most 
influential people in the fashion and enter-

tainment industry. she is also actively involved in several charities, where 
she donates clothing to the homeless, and acts as a mentor to young trou-
bled girls and those with low self-esteem.

maria is currently studying for a degree in Public relations at the univer-
sity of Namibia, where she recently completed a National diploma. 

maria is a household name in the country. she has modelled for many of 
Namibia’s big fashion designers, such as chakkira claasen, mc bright ka-
vari, kishwa, Amakeya, modella, Nikola conradie and david tlale from 
south Africa. she has participated in beauty pageants such as miss uni-
versity Africa 2011 held in bayelsa state Nigeria, where she was crowned 
1st runner-up, and miss Namibia 2012, where she made it into the top 
five finalists. 

maria dominates the runway of Namibia’s biggest Fashion show. in the 
past three years, she has acted in numerous music videos as leading lady. 
since starting her part-time acting career in 2010, she has made no less than 
six music videos, including the two hit videos entitled: Dirty Kandeshi by 
dkP, and The Deception by the dogg.

she is currently preparing for her second visit to Nigeria as a guest at the 
miss university Africa 2013 event. Fans should also be on the lookout for 
maria’s appearance in a 
soon-to-be-launched local 
tV reality show.

For bookings: +264 81 207 
9507/ +264 81 219 9382. 
Email: info@kiyolamedia-
group.com / maria@freshfm.
com.na. Follow Maria on: 
http://www.facebook.com/
MariaNepembe?fref=ts

Maria Nepembe  
– fashion model, actress, radio presenter, 
mentor and MC 
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A greater 
Zimbabwe

This is the fourth article in a series of five, giving a fresh, user-friendly take on tourism in Zimbabwe

Hwange regains its beat
Text and photographs Marita van  rooyen

Air Namibia 

flies directly 

to Harare, four 

times a week.

www.airnamibia.com.na
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Founded in 1929 by 22-year-young game warden, 
ted davison, Hwange National Park is the 
country’s largest game reserve. occupied by 

a remarkable variety of birds and animals – over 100 
species of mammals and nearly 400 species of birds 
have been recorded to date – this is where tourists flock 
when they want to experience a ‘wild Zimbabwe’.  

And rightfully so, because the species that roam the 
14 600 square kilometres of the park include 19 large 
herbivores, such as buffalo, impala, kudu, eland, sable, 
waterbuck and wildebeest. Needless to say, Hwange 
is especially popular for its large tuskers, of which the 
current population stands at more than 20 000, with the 
great herds sometimes numbering over 100. the park 
also hosts impressive populations of Africa’s eight large 
carnivores, including lion, leopard, cheetah, hyaena and 
the vulnerable African wild dog.  

Africa’s enigmatic spotted dogs
Affectionately known as the painted dog, the African 

wild dog or cape hunting dog, Lycaon pictus, is actually 
not a dog, or in any way related to the canine from which 
its common names are derived. these animals represent 
an evolutionary line of their own that is completely 
unique to Africa.

characteristic features of the African wild dog are its 
large rounded ears, long legs, bushy, white-tipped tail, 
and shaggy coat with blotches of black, yellow and 
white. there are no two dogs exactly alike in pattern 
throughout its distributional range.

sadly, the African wild dog is an endangered species 
due to human practices such as methodical bounty 
hunting and poachers’ snares, and all too often falls 
victim to road kills. Where in former years approximately 
500 000 of the species lived in 39 African countries, 
today a shockingly low number of only 3 000 to 5 000 
animals inhabit a much smaller area of southern Africa 
[which includes Namibia]. 

this is where research director gregory rasmussen’s 
conservation initiatives come into play. As founder of 
Zimbabwe’s Painted dog conservation (Pdc) project, 

originally established as Painted dog research in 1992, 
dr greg soon realised that prejudice and ignorance 
were the two main reasons for the dwindling numbers 
of this species. “the initial emphasis was therefore to 
identify the critical issues and develop a pragmatic and 
holistic strategy that would make a substantial, lasting 
contribution to these endangered painted dogs, to nature 
conservation and, very importantly, to the lives of local 
communities. today the Pdc combines direct action 
strategies with education and awareness programmes, 
creating an environment whereby the status of the dogs 
can change from 'perceived pest' to 'best-loved animal'.”

the Pdc project is managed from the Hwange National 
Park, offering the opportunity for visitors to educate 
themselves on the natural history and conservation 
challenges these animals face. www.painteddog.org

The lions of the jungle
started in 1999 by dr Andrew loveridge in collaboration 

with the Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife management 
Authority (ZPWmA), the Hwange lion research 
Project (HlrP) made a major contribution towards 
understanding the behaviour, population dynamics, and 
challenges faced by Africa’s king of the jungle. 

Here, once again, humans have had a considerable 
impact on the dramatic decrease in the numbers of 
these king cats. lions killed by angry herders over 
loss of livestock, and trophy hunters eager to take a 
souvenir from the jungle home, have been and still are 
the biggest threats to lion populations.

As with the Pdc project, the lion project was 
also focussed primarily on developing a close 
relationship with local communities and the ZimParks 
organisation to design and implement management 
and conservation strategies for Africa’s king. As part 
of its strategy, the project leaders selected community 
members to take on the roles as ‘lion guardians’ to 
provide a valuable link between local conservation 
organisations and the community. 

Following the advice of dr loveridge and his team, 
they imposed a four-year lion-hunting moratorium in 

"Public perception is a driving force of extinction.  Whereas before 
locals were expected to protect something they had no direct 
experience with, no emotional attachment to and received no direct 
benefit from, it is education that will represent a new generation of 
villagers over time." Dr Gregory Rasmussen

Research Director, Painted Dog Conservation
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2005, giving the population time to recover. the HlrP 
has monitored this recovery and works closely with the 
ZPWmA to safeguard the future viability of the Hwange 
lion population.  

then in 2008 the HlrP was extended to include an 
investigation into the behavioural ecology of leopards 
and the impact of trophy hunting of these animals in 
areas surrounding the Hwange National Park. carried out 
as part of the Zimbabwe National leopard conservation 
Programme in conjunction with local partner, the 
Zambezi society, this project is aimed at ensuring that 
leopard trophy-hunting practices are sustainable and 
not damaging to the future survival of the species.  

49                       .Com.Na
Part 5 of this series will cast an eye on the mystical Lake Kariba.

HWANGE FACTS
• The Hwange National Park (HNP) shares its 

westerly border with Botswana, forming part of the 
unfenced Kavango Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation 
Area (TFCA), which allows wildlife to move freely 
between Zimbabwe, Zambia, Namibia and Botswana. 
The TFCA spans an area of approximately 444 000 km2 
and includes 36 proclaimed protected areas.

• The HNP was named after a local Nhanzwa chief, 
Hwange Rosumbani. 

• In the early 19th century, the area was set aside 
as the royal hunting grounds of the Ndebele warrior 
king Mzilikazi.
• The HNP is a pleasant two-hour drive from the 

Victoria Falls.

the findings of this current research project are used 
to support and revise management programmes for 
lions and leopards, ensuring that they are based on a 
thorough understanding of behavioural patterns and 
social biology within the ecosystem of the Hwange 
National Park.

But wait, there’s more!
successful conservation efforts and ample animals 

aside, Hwange is an area that is diversely scenic, 
featuring large rolling plains, teak and mopane 
woodlands, shrublands, and grassy savannahs. Among 
the hundreds of bird species recorded there are as many 
as 50 different types of raptor, and the very-hard-to-
spot rare yellow form of the crimson-breasted shrike 
(its brilliant crimson underparts replaced by yellow).

there are also ongoing studies on elephant and hyaena 
populations, while the French National centre for 
scientific research (cNrs) conducts research on kudu, 
zebra, impala, buffalo, and the local vegetation.

it is here where praise is due to Hwange National Park 
and the Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife management 
Authority for their commitment to research and 
for realising the importance of sustaining valuable 
ecosystems with their flora and fauna. thus Hwange 
National Park now has its beat back, through valuable 
teamwork and combined conservation efforts.
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throughout the country in a pre-paid form. telecom 
Namibia, the national fixed-line telephony and Adsl 
provider, is laying fibre-optic cables countrywide. 
telecom recently took over one of the former mobile 
service providers, thus enabling it to move to the 
standard gsm technology from cdmA, and offer a fully 
convergent voice line/data/mobile service to customers.

the media in Namibia are currently in a very healthy 
state, judging by the proliferation of titles on daily and 
weekly newsstands, while privately owned Fm radio 
stations crowd the airwaves. the standard of advertising 
in all media continues to improve and a local agency 
recently won several south African and international 
awards for its work.

the Namibia Trade Directory has been as successful as 
it is because it has a specified and dedicated distribution 
network that is focussed on people who are serious 
about their businesses and who are keen to gather 
information about others, either to improve their own 
businesses or to form smart partnerships. 

the Namibia Trade Directory is distributed through the 
Namibia trade directory office; prominent government 
organisations and state-owned enterprises; at the first 
point of entry into Namibia through the Namibia 
Airports company; per mailing list to chairmen, ceos, 
financial directors, marketing and sales executives of 
Namibia's top private- and public-sector companies; 
delegates at relevant local conventions, exhibitions and 
summits; and per mailing list to key trade institutions 
in the sAdc region (south Africa, Angola, botswana, 
lesotho, malawi, mauritius, mozambique, seychelles, 
swaziland, tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe).

We at Namibia Trade Directory will continue serving 
our clients and our country by disseminating valuable 
and current information about the key players in 
Namibia's economic sectors to local, regional and 
international business partners as we have done for the 
past 22 years. 

“Another damned thick square book, eh?” an 18th-century 
English nobleman said semi-humorously to the historian Edward 
Gibbon as his latest weighty volume was published. 

Information is power

Well, the Namibia Trade Directory is 
certainly a fairly thick book, albeit not a 
square one, but it’s a lot more than that. it’s 

an impressive glossy publication in the best sense of the 
word. in fact, the Ntd is a veritable encyclopaedia of 
almost every significant commercial organisation active 
in the country. the contents are divided into every 
relevant industry, from agriculture to tourism, and 
provide full information on all government ministries 
and diplomatic missions. there is also a comprehensive 
up-to-date section entitled Vital contacts listing all the 
necessary addresses and numbers. 

the Namibia Trade Directory has been published 
annually for the past 22 years. this highly successful 
publication became a reality due to valued assistance 
received from the Namibian government and the support 
of its valued clients. the Namibia Trade Directory was 
initiated following Namibia's independence in 1990 
when the ministries of trade and industry, Foreign 
Affairs, and information and broadcasting were seeking 
a tool to promote our country. 

today the Directory is still at the forefront of the Namibian 
government's information campaign to market Namibia and 
its products to potential investors. it has become a valuable 
tool for the dissemination of information to private-sector 
players locally, regionally and internationally. even in 
this age of on-line references, the printed directory is an 
essential guide to Namibian industry. because it is so well 
categorised and indexed, readers can find information at 
a glance. Naturally, the Ntd also has an elegant and user-
friendly web version: see www.namibiatraddirectory.com.

the special focus in this year’s issue is the vital area 
of ict, telecommunications, media and advertising. 
in ict, Namibia is making dramatic strides, thanks 
in no small part to the connection of the country in 
2011 to the West African cable fibre-optic system. in 
mobile data technology, 4g/lte has been introduced 
in Windhoek, and it is hoped the service will extend 

text bill torbitt
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dr Hage geingob, former 
minister of trade and industry 
and now Prime minister, said 
in his message for the 2012 
edition of the Ntd:
The maxim ‘information is 
power’ could not be used more 
aptly than here. I have no doubt 

that the Namibia trade directory, as a useful reference 
document and source of information, and the business and 
policy environment in Namibia, will continue to empower 
investors and business operators in the years to come. 
Happy reading!  My Ministry will continue supporting the 
Namibia trade directory."

the present minister of trade 
and industry, the Honourable 
callie schlettwein, says in 
his message in the current 
publication:
“The Government is well aware 
that for Namibia to become 
a knowledge-based economy 

by 2030, the population must have access to the latest 
communication technologies… I sincerely believe that this 
year will be one in which Namibia takes greater strides 
forward in the world of information technology.
Once again I would like to reiterate the fact that the 
Namibia trade directory plays a significant role in this 
age of information, ensuring that the Namibian business 
sector is accessible to all people, both at home and abroad. 
May this year’s edition bring you great reading pleasure.”

"Over the years the NTD has 
established itself as the leading 
source of information about 
Namibian companies. It provides 
a comprehensive overview of key 
players and industries. Through 
its extensive distribution locally 
and to diplomatic missions 

abroad, the NTD creates valuable exposure for business, 
not only within the local market but also internationally. 
It is a good starting point for promoting business linkages. 
Following our listing in the 2013 NTD, our company has 
already received several enquiries from potential clients 
and partners, both locally and internationally". 

Josephat mwatotele, managing director, 
Northgate technologies

"We at Team Namibia are 
proud to incorporate our member 
listings in this essential reference 
guide for the captains of industry 
in Namibia. The Namibia trade 
directory plays an integral 
role in helping stakeholders to 
identify Namibian suppliers 

for products and services, and we are excited about this 
platform, as it helps Team Namibia meet this demand on 
behalf of our members."

lizette Foot, general manager, team Namibia

''We often receive enquiries 
for our product range, and 
then mention is made that the 
NTD was the source leading 
to the enquiry.''

koos Ferreira, chief executive 
officer Namib mills investments 

(Namibia) (Pty) ltd

“The NTD is a very useful 
reference tool for Namibian 
businesses. It provides basic 
information about key players 
in the Namibian economy and 
can be used by foreign investors 
and traders for making business 
contacts. It is a tool that every 

enterprise and businessperson should support and make 
use of…” 

tarah shaanika, ceo, Ncci (Namibia chamber of 
commerce and industry) and chairman, team Namibia.

THE DIRECTORY CONTAINS 
CONTACT DETAILS AND 
INFORMATION FOR

• The ministries of Trade and Industry, Foreign  

 Affairs and Information and Broadcasting;

• Visiting trade delegations and inquiring investors;

• All ministers, deputy ministers and 

 permanent secretaries;

• Foreign diplomatic missions in Namibia;

• Namibian diplomatic missions abroad;

• Regional and international trade fairs; and

• Namibian chambers of commerce and industry.



Herero  lady in all her finery
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visited Namibia a few times before and the Herero 
dresses always struck me as extraordinarily beauti-
ful and evocative.”

While many tourists snap pictures of Herero women 
in their traditional dress, Jim Naughten delves into the 
history, why and wherefore of the costumes. the Herero 
people suffered terribly during the german occupation 
– it was the first genocide of the modern era in the of-
ficial uN definition of the term. of the 85 000 Herero 
at the beginning of the occupation only about 15 000 
survived. the remainder were massacred after the disas-
trous battle of the Waterberg or chased into the wastes 
of the botswanan kalahari, where most perished of hun-
ger and thirst. the question we must ask is why on earth 
the Herero seem to have adopted the colonial dress of 
their oppressors. Were they bowing under colonial pres-
sure? or after the departure of the germans, were they 
subtly satirising them, or to use the british colloquial-
ism, ‘taking the mickey’ out of them?

it seems that the nineteenth century missionaries were 
offended by the Herero dress, or lack of it – they prob-
ably dressed in a similar way to their northern cousins 
the Himba – and sought to cover them up like demure 
Victorian ladies. but the Herero women took these basic 
white dresses and turned them into rainbows of co-
lour and style. And, of course, the most eye-catching 
addition they made to the costumes of their former 
mistresses is the distinctive headdress, with the two 

it's a truism that it takes a foreigner to notice the 
distinctive and even unique features of a country 
that the locals take for granted or barely notice 

at all. it took an english arts student, Jim Naughten, 
who rode a motorcycle through Namibia in the early 
days after independence, and has visited the country 
several times since, to observe not only the formal 
dress of Herero women but also the very different attire 
of the men, and not only to observe it, but to make a 
photographic documentary and turn it into a book. 

the author states: “i would say that Namibia is one 
of my favourite countries in the world for many rea-
sons. but in a nutshell, i'm awestruck by the beauty 
of the landscape and i'm endlessly fascinated by the 
people who live in it, and by their history. i have 

Released during February by Merrell Publishers is fashion photographer 
Jim Naughten’s latest book, Conflict and Costume, where the author 
compares the ethereal to the historical, and in the deserts of Namibia 
captures the spectacular dress of the Herero. 
review bill torbitt

An intriguing aspect of 
traditional wear is that Herero 
and Himba dress styles are 
inspiring modern fashion design.

Conflict and Costume  
a stylish documentary of Herero traditional dress

Herero cavalry



do great things

Contact your Old Mutual Financial Adviser or your Broker
SMS “GL” to 65656 – standard rates apply  |  www.oldmutual.com.na

10
00

65
39

JB
/E

Bike
insured for
N$48 000.
What about 
the explorer?

We are all quick to insure our material possessions, but we often forget about the 
things that are really important. Like being insured in case of an accident that might 
leave you unable to earn an income. With a range of products like GREENLIGHT that 
covers you for Life, Earning Ability and Dread Diseases, Old Mutual will ensure that 
you’re prepared for the unexpected.

Let us help you make the most of what you have. Contact your Old Mutual Financial 
Adviser or your Broker or SMS “GL” to 65656 about GREENLIGHT today.

Life | Earning Ability | Dread Diseases

10006539JB 205x290.indd   1 2013/02/18   2:51 PM



'horns', which may offer a little shade from the Afri-
can sun, but are probably a reference to horns of cat-
tle, which is the embodiment of wealth and well-being 
among the Herero people.

it is actually a fallacy that Herero women wear their 
extravagant costume on a daily basis. i had never seen 
the Herero lady who has worked for our family for 
twenty years in traditional dress, and i assumed she 
must be a modern person who discounted the old cus-
toms. but when she was invited for a very special oc-
casion – my wife's 50th birthday party – she arrived in 
all her white and lavender finery. she could easily have 
made the pages of Jim Naughten's book.

the men's costume is a different story entirely. When 
the leader of the Herero nation, samuel maherero, who 
had escaped the genocide and fled into exile, died in 
botswana in 1923, his body was brought back in an iron 
coffin for a ceremonial burial in okahandja. His funeral 
was led by 150 mounted soldiers followed by a proces-
sion of 1 500 Hereros dressed in salvaged german khaki 
military uniforms. the son of maherero was apparently 
not too happy with this style of uniform, but the tra-
dition stuck, and has remained the ceremonial dress of 
Herero men to this day. it is usually worn once a year 
in late August when this procession is re-enacted, and 
represents a defiant statement of the survival of the 
Herero nation.

it's intriguing that Herero and Himba dress styles are 
inspiring modern fashion design. to quote the words of a 
young American/ghanian designer, as reported in Vogue 
magazine: “the shoe-turier brand and the designer have 

The photographs have 
been taken against a stark 
desert background, which 
emphasises their distinctiveness, 
colour and character.

collaborated in the creation of two deluxe shoe models: a 
leather sandal with stiletto heel and fringe dedicated to 
the Himba culture, and open-toe ankle boots filled with 
beads, a tribute to the modern Victorian-Herero style”. 
this is gratifying; though how Herero dress can inspire 
boot design is somewhat of a puzzle.

one must admire the ladies' stamina in wearing six or 
more layers as opposed to padded crinolines or ruffles 
when the temperatures are hitting 40 degrees celsius. 
Perhaps for the 21st century someone will invent hi-tech 
dresses that will incorporate ventilation or air-condi-
tioning, like astronauts' suits.

Jim Naughten's book showcases photographs of Herero 
men and women of all ages, in costumes of many vari-
ations, depending in the imagination and resources of 
the wearer. they are taken against a stark desert back-
ground, which emphasises their distinctiveness, colour 
and character. it is a beautiful production, and a worthy 
addition to the record of Namibian history and culture.

For further information: www.jimnaughten.com 
and www.merrellpublisers.com 

A variation on German Schuztruppe uniforms

Herero women in formal wear on Heroes' Day



  quite  
interesting, 
      or what?fALSE friENdS (Part Four)

those who learn languages other than their 
own will sometimes come across words that 
mean very different things than they do in 
ours. linguistic experts call these words 'false 
cognates'  or faux amis (literally 'false friends').
original (swedish) – eccentric 
oven (Bulgarian) – sheep
pee (Dutch) – to be annoyed
plod (Bulgarian) – fruit
police (czech) – shelves
polo (serbian, Wendish) – field
pop (Bosnian) – priest
pop (catalan) – octopus
power (afrikaans) – poor
raisin  (French) – grape 
ran (swedish and norwegian) – robbery
rat (romany) – blood
rock (swedish) – coat
roof (Dutch) – robbery
rub (croatian) – edge
rum (swedish) – room
sad (serbian, Wendish) – fruit
safari (Zarma, nigeria) – medicine
santa (Bosnian) – iceberg
silk (arabic) – wire, string
sin (croatian/Bosnian/serbian) – son
sir (arabic) – crack of the door
sir (croatian) – cheese
sky (swedish) – gravy 
sleep (afrikaans) – retinue, train, girlfriend, boyfriend
slim (afrikaans) – clever, intelligent, crafty, sly
smart (Dutch) – grief
sober (estonian) – friend
song (Vietnamese) – to live life
spicy (serbian, Wendish) – to be asleep
gate (norwegian) – street
sun (somali) – poison
tall (arabic)  – hill, elevation
tank (Tocharic, Turkey) – to interfere  
toe (afrikaans) – close
toot (Moroccan) – strawberries
tuna (spanish) – cactus
tuna (Tuvaluan) – prawn, eel
um (Bosnian) – mind, intellect
wetter (Frisian) – water

Adam Jacot de boinod was 

a researcher on the first series 

of qi (quite interesting), the BBc 

quiz programme hosted by Stephen 

fry. He is a linguist who looks at the 

wonderful vocabulary, both in the 

english language and in the foreign 

languages of the world and is the 

author of The Meaning of Tingo 

published by Penguin Books. 

ENgLiSh qUiZ
Fortune-telling by watching cheese 
coagulate (1652) is:

(a) tyromancy
(b) Chedomancy
(c) grommitting 
(d) fromagomancy?

forEigN qUiZ
‘chapponer’ is a French dialect term 
meaning…

(a) to stick ones toe in water to test  
its temperature

(b) to stick ones nose into other 
people’s business

(c) to stick ones finger up a chicken,  
to see if it is laying an egg?

THE PHRASE  
ChriStENEd bY   
thE bAkEr (late 18C) 
FreCkle-FaCeD 
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MY fAvoUritE wordS 
FROM THE WORLD’S 
LANGuAGES

 ą namaonga (Gilbertese): to taste a little 
portion and chew it for a baby

 ą wo-mba  (Bakweri, cameroon): the 
smiling by children in sleep

 ą managòana (Malagasy): to go over a  
list of names to see if they are all there

 ą chongak (Malay): to raise the head  
and the chin or to do mental arithmetic  
in class 

 ą kecomak-kecamik  (indonesian): to 
move the mouth around when eating 
something or saying a prayer  

idioMS of thE worLd 
TO BEAT ABOuT THE BuSH

 ą Y aller par quatre chemins (French):  
to beat about the bush (literally, to get 
there by four paths)

 ą kiertää kuin kissa kuumaa puuroa 
(Finnish): to pace around hot porridge  
like a cat  

 ą Å gå som katten rundt den varma 
grøten (norwegian): to walk like a cat 
around hot porridge  

 ą huaironco (Quechuan, andes): 
indecisive, beating about the bush 
(originally, a bumble-bee)

 ą Emborrachar la perdiz  (spanish):  
to get the partridge drunk

qUiZ ANSwErS 
ENgLiSh: (a) Tyromancy

forEigN: (c) To stick ones finger up a chicken, to see if it is laying an egg
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Human beings are not all alike. this is the 
good news! there are very tall or very 
short people; the elderly, that is those who 

need wheelchairs; the blind and people with hearing 
challenges; and people with physical disabilities. those 
of us who are XXl or larger simply have to look at this 
subject with happy eyes and a positive disposition. it’s 
all part of the travel adventure!

Flying can be more expensive for large-sized folks, so i 
book as early as possible, try for specials and travel out-
side of peak season. Needless to say, flying first or busi-
ness class is the best option for large-sized folks. take it 
from me and my hips (my ‘consultants’ on this issue); it’s 
worth the extra expense, particularly on longer flights 
(over two hours). business or first-class seat sizes actu-
ally accommodate my ‘consultants’ more comfortably. 

there is the option of flying economy class, but buy 
tWo seats. i did this the last time i flew from Namibia 
to the usA. the cost of two economy seats was less than 
the cost of one business-class seat. i bought the aisle 
plus the middle seat in economy. Whoopie! that was 
good flyin’! i got to use the pullout table of the centre 
seat, put my book on the centre seat and pushed my hip 
overflow out of the aisle and over towards that centre 

“There is a lot of me to love.” 
This is my personal mantra 

for my queen-sized status as I 
travel comfortably all over the 

world. Allow me to make some 
comments about things that 
affect ‘junoesque’ folks who 

travel by air, and the struggles we 
sometimes face when we try to fit 

our size 20 into a size 14 seat. 
I have some travel tips that 

could help! 
text Jackie Marie
Illustration Norman begley

accommodating the 
‘consultants’
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to put your seat back down a little bit, but be careful 
because the person behind you is probably also trying 
to use the food tray. still, you might gain another inch 
of space. if your tray is balanced only on your belly, it 
will jiggle accordingly – so choose carefully what you 
eat. Avoid anything with sauce; it will spill and stain 
your clothes. Avoid hot drinks, so that you don’t burn 
yourself if you spill. on short flights, i decline all food 
and drink to avoid the problem.

then there is the seatbelt struggle. As a large-sized 
traveller, i have mastered the ability to sit up very 
straight, suck my gut in and hold it until i hear that all-
important ‘click’ to ensure my belt is closed. Adjust the 
belt to its maximum length before you even sit down. 
then, lift up your belly and fasten the seatbelt below 
it. it does help to slightly lift your backside out of the 
seat to get the belt around the very tops of your thighs. 
i did some horseback riding in the past, and remember 
saddling my horse and trying to get the animal to relax 
and breathe in so that i could tighten the belt properly. 
somehow that image comes to my mind when i’m fasten-
ing my seat belt on an airplane. if that fails, a discreet 
word with the air-host crew could make a seat-belt ex-
tension attachment available. to avoid embarrassment, 
ask your travel agent to inform the airline in advance. 

A word about those tiny airplane toilets: i am a happy, 
healthy size 22W or XXl. i fit well in those tiny toilets 
with few complaints from my consultants. it is impor-
tant that i take my time in the small space and ensure 
that everything is tucked in and zipped up before i exit. 
i concentrate on avoiding bumping the sides or making 
noises that might make people think something odd is 
going on in there. 

these days, i love the announcements about the newer 
wide-body aircraft. this is music to my ears and joy for 
the consultants. going on vacation should be relaxing. 
large-sized people’s travel experience need not be em-
barrassing or uncomfortable. save your money; plan 
airline seat arrangements and work with a travel agent. 
large-sized folks also need to have some fun! 

So, get out there, travel and enjoy your holiday!

seat. on some of the aircraft you can still lift the centre 
arm between seats, which gives even more space. make 
sure the air hosts know you have two boarding passes, 
so that they don’t try to put someone in your seat. if 
you’re flying with a good friend, consider buying the 
whole row of three seats and split the costs.

if you’re large-sized, you should NeVer sit in the mid-

dle seat of any aircraft, even if it’s offered free. you will 
suffer and cause discomfort to the aisle- and window-
seat holders. your ample parts will squish them; they 
will be miserable and resent you for it. you can forget 
about retrieving anything from your bag if it’s placed 
under the seat in front of you; you won’t have room to 
bend over and reach it. the solution is to pre-select and 
confirm your seat for every leg of your travel. 

Window or aisle? i am of two minds on this question. 
Personally, i like the window seat, but i recognise that 
it makes the person sitting on the aisle seat suffer your 
consultants squeezing by when it’s bathroom and ‘walk 
around’ time on longer flights. the window seat offers 
about two inches (five centimetres) of extra space where 
you can lean the consultants against the side of the air-
plane and away from the middle seat passenger. 

if you take the aisle seat, you don’t have to climb over 
anyone to go to the toilet. still, you have to get up when 
your row neighbours have to get out. in the aisle seat, 
bits of your consultants and over-sized arms could end 
up peeking out into the aisle. everyone passing up the 
aisle of the aircraft will bump into parts of you, even at 
night when you’re sleeping. When the air hosts serve 
the meals or sell duty-free items, their service cart can 
bruise the tips of your hip hanging into the aisle. i speak 
from experience here.

A further challenge faced by larger-sized air passen-
gers is that you cannot easily lower the food tray in front 
of you. it is quite embarrassing not to be able to get the 
tray down over your belly. try to sit up and slide your 
backside as far back into the seat as possible. this gains 
you a bit more space to get that tray fully down. try 

When the air hosts serve 
the meals or sell duty-free 
items, their service cart can 
bruise the tips of your hip 
hanging into the aisle. I speak 
from experience here.

These days, I love the 
announcements about the 
newer wide-body aircraft. 
This is music to my ears and 
joy for the consultants.
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www.tala.com.na

For fine art prints & image library contact:
elmarie@mac.com.na
Cell +264 (0)81 277 3334

Now also available at Namcrafts in 
Independence Avenue, Tel +264 (0)61 250342

Only 29km south east of Windhoek

GocheGanas Nature Reserve

and Wellness Village

www.gocheganas.com
reservations@gocheganas.com

061 - 224 909

Join the calm and relaxing environment of 

Gocheganas where you can unwind in our luxury 

accommodation, enjoy nature’s finest with 

mountain biking or game drives - with up to 25 different 

wildlife species and 13 white rhino’s, and for ultimate 

relaxation, book a few treatments at our 

top-of-the-range spa and wellness centre.

wildlife      wellness      conference
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For fine art prints & image library contact:
elmarie@mac.com.na
Cell +264 (0)81 277 3334

Now also available at Namcrafts in 
Independence Avenue, Tel +264 (0)61 250342

the publication of dr 
libertina Amathila’s 
memoirs in 2012 was 

undoubtedly one of the high-
lights on the local publish-
ing scene. An outstandingly 
fruitful read, this accessible 
book narrates Amathila’s jour-
ney from the humble town of 
Fransfontein in the kunene 

region, where she was born, through her exile in dar 
es salaam, tanzania, her medical studies in Poland, 
sweden and london, her work with Namibian refu-
gees in the health and education centres in Zambia and 
Angola, her return home in 1989, her 20 years as a cabi-
net minister and later as deputy prime minister since 
independence in march 1990, and her retirement from 
public life in 2010.

unlike other grand narratives of the liberation strug-
gle Making a Difference is not self-reverential. it tells 
the story of a remarkable woman who, with the sup-
port of other humanitarians, interceded in the lives of 
those who needed encouragement, love, support and 
care. Written with compassion and humour, the book 
recounts how through human and moral agency, the 

"Failure is not in my vocabulary... I wanted to share my story with young women 
from Namibia who want to do something but who may think that it is difficult or 
that it is only for boys or that it will take long. I wanted to encourage them and 
tell them that all it needs is focus, determination, courage and discipline." 

Libertina I Amathila

book SCENE
published by

uNivErsity oF 

NAmibiA prEss

wiNdhoEK

2012

inner demons that inhabit all of us can be mediated 
for the better. Particularly moving was her engagement 
with the marginalised communities of the san and the 
ovahimba, ovatjimba, ovatue, ovazemba and Hakao-
na communities in independent Namibia when she was 
deputy prime minister.

“Failure is not in my vocabulary,” says libertina in-
aaviposa Amathila, and this memoir shows why and 
how an indomitable spirit continues to drive this 
mind-altering and life-changing woman. unlike ‘man, 
proud man, drest in a little brief authority’ in William 
shakespeare’s Measure for Measure, she did not make 
the angels weep. Her work was and is rooted in the 
psychology of forgiveness, in accepting the validity of 
‘the other’, in reconciling as a human, as distinct from 
a state project. Herein lies the most redeeming features 
of a life of care and service; she did indeed make ‘a dif-
ference’ in the lives of many. Making a Difference could 
become a life-changing book rather than just another 
memoir by a public figure; it deserves to be widely read 
and discussed.

André du Pisani is a Namibian writer, poet and artist, 
currently professor in the Department of Political and  
Administrative Studies, University of Namibia

"Libertina Amathila belongs in the hall of 
fame for achievers and benefactors of people in 
need. It's a matter of inherent conscience and 
trustworthiness that trigger off such a high 
sense of duty towards fellow human beings 
as a well-meant gesture of benevolence." 

speaker of the National Assembly, 
dr theo ben gurirab, republic of Namibia 

"Inspiring, just like the author herself, who 
is passionate and enthusiastic about every 
project and responsibility she is given... a 
major contribution to the body of literature 
on the contribution of women towards the 
liberation struggle in Namibia and the region."
martha Akawa, Head of the department of geography, 

History and environmental studies, 
university of Namibia

Making a Difference
review André du pisani
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Send us your 

beSt Holiday 

picS and you could 

Win a return trip 

to any air namibia 

deStination!

flamingo@

mac.com.na

ROBIN NOPPEL Homeward bound

OLIVIER HERRMANN  Cracked pan at Sossusvlei

Our Journeys Change Lives                                                          wilderness-safaris.com

enter a photograph of your most treasured 
experience while on holiday in N amibia, and 
stand a chance of winning a return flight on 

Air Namibia to the land of wide-open spaces and  
abundant wildlife.

Passengers on Air Namibia are invited to share me-
morable moments with fellow passen gers on this 
page in Flamingo. enter your photograph in any 
format you like. (When submitting your photo-
graph, please give it a title and state your full name, 
date of flight and flight number. local residents 
must include a scan of their boarding pass).

A selection of the most stri king images will be chosen 
for the monthly travellers’  P hoto gallery. 

One overall winner will be chosen annually. 

Visit http://www.flamingo.com.na/ct/archive.

php for previous editions of  Flamingo

Travellers‘ photo Gallery
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KARL HEINZ ...whose beak can hold more than his belly can

PATRICK BERTHET Misty magic in the Namib
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you drive to swakopmund for a weekend to get 
away. to breathe in fresh salty air. enjoy a cool 
sea breeze. take a stroll along the beach. Watch 

the sunset from the jetty. Have a beer. catch a fish. 
And on sunday morning before you drive back, you 

go to café Anton for coffee. you sit at a window table to 
look at the ocean. your eyes wander over the palm trees 
of the Promenade, down to the tennis courts with their 
green wooden picket fence where you had tennis lessons 
and played matches against your teenage friends. if the 
sun shines and the sea is blue, you wonder: "Why is the 
weather always so perfect when it’s time to drive back?" 

or if it is cold and misty, you think of the scorching 
heat of the desert and the traffic, and worry about speed 
cops lurking behind a dune or a tree, waiting 
to give you a fine. And you wish you 
could stay just one more day. 

since 1966 this view has not 
changed. only the beach cottages 
on the sea side of the palm trees are 
slowly succumbing to affluent times 
and modern designs. the skyline 
towards the mole has changed. the 
strand Hotel is no more, and the new 
hotel has not yet been built. While the 
overall scenario has changed, from where i sit 
on this sunday morning, the smells are still familiar – 
the scent of pine trees as you walk past the garden and 
up the steps into café Anton is still there. And when 
passing the outside tables you are bound to see familiar 
faces – regulars as well as visitors from the interior. 

Coffee at an old haunt
Café Anton, SWAKOPMUND

you are greeted by the hiss of the coffee machine, the 
rows of cakes behind the glass and the big smiles 

of waiters in white shirts. black forest cake 
(Schwarzwälder Kirschtorte), almond 

tartlets (Mandeltörtchen), Florentiner, 
miniature meringues, specially 
for kids (of all ages), cheese cake, 
traditional baked apple cake with 
cinnamon and raisons, puff-pastry 

jam parcels and bacon rolls, extra-long 
meat pies that still look and taste as they 

used to… 
you remember how, when you were a child, the 

choice between a meat pie smothered in tomato sauce and 
a belegte Brötchen, (german-style bread roll) with cheese 
and ham was a tough one. if you order filter coffee, it 
will be the same aromatic brew, served with coffee 
cream. As always. if you order three balls of ice cream, 
they will be served in the same stainless steel bowls as in 
your childhood. don’t expect the latest trends in coffee 
culture though. Just expect to feel at home! 

What bliss to be grown up. to indulge in salty as well 
as sweet, soup of the day, and an ice-cold tafel lager 
with a layer of moisture on the bottle. And then to stop 
at the glass counter on your way out, choose a box full of 
cakes to take back home on the other side of the desert. 
don’t despair if your favourite is sold out. it will be back 
next time when you visit.  

text Celia beukes

whErE 
ANd whEN

For first-time visitors to swakopmund, 
walk down the main street, turn right 
into Bismarck street and continue to 
the end. on your right is café anton, 
the steps ahead leading down to the 

craft market. you can’t miss it. 
open every day of the week, 

from 7:30 to 19:00. 

Heidi Snyman, owner of 
Café Anton at Schweit-
zerhaus in Swakopmund, 
grew up in the business 
created by her parents 
decades ago. The es-
tablishment has since 
become the custodian 
of many memories taken 
home by visitors.
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Discover  
t h e  w o n d e r f u l  w o r l d  o f

Health and beauty care with a quality range of 
fine fragrances, scented toiletries, skincare, haircare, 
health and home care products.

Watkins Valeur

WINDHOEK:  +264 61 222769
ONDANGWA:  +264 65 240383
SMS  Hotline:  “VALEUR” to 081 80 30105 
Webpage:  www.watkinsvaleur.co.za

Tel: +264 61 295 7000 
Fax: +264 61 295 7100

60 Mandume Ndemufayo Avenue, Windhoek
info@cymot.com • www.cymot.com

 . . . closer to nature

4x4 
Accessories

Camping 
Equipment

Fishing 
Tackle

Cycles & 
Accessories

 - High Definition

VASER® Lipo Sculpture

Part of the CMC Group

Namibia Aesthetics

namibia-aesthetics

www.namibia-aesthetics.com

Make an appointment @ +264 61 402 807

Botox - Dermal Fillers

Liquid Face Lifts -

Scar Management -

Chemical Peels -Breast Augmentation -

Penis Enlargements

Slender Wonder Weight Loss Program

Micro Needling -Dynamic Piercings -

Acne Clinic -
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Tel: +264 61 295 7000 
Fax: +264 61 295 7100

60 Mandume Ndemufayo Avenue, Windhoek
info@cymot.com • www.cymot.com

 . . . closer to nature

4x4 
Accessories

Camping 
Equipment

Fishing 
Tackle

Cycles & 
Accessories
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Shop Window

Our comfortable fully  
air-conditioned vehicles coupled 
with punctual, safe and reliable 

transfer’s services will ensure 
that your stay in Namibia will 
be a unique and memorable 

experience.

on-board Wi-Fi connectivity 

laptop plug-ins 

comfortable seating

television viewing

fully accessible for the  
physically challenged

We are your link  
between  

Hosea Kutako International 
Airport  

and Windhoek  
or anywhere else in Namibia. 

Tel: +264 61 210 532
Email:

support@airportshuttlenamibia.com
www.airportshuttlenamibia.com

Because of you we are here

Daily scheduled airport shuttle service
Restaurant Gathemann

We offer exquisite cuisine, a selec-
tion of excellent wines combined with 
a personal service.

Open Monday - Saturday
Tel/Fax (++264 61) 22 3853
gatheman@mweb.com.na

Restaurant Gathemann

We offer exquisite cuisine, a selec-
tion of excellent wines combined with 
a personal service.

Open Monday - Saturday
Tel/Fax (++264 61) 22 3853
gatheman@mweb.com.na
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Navigate your financial future.

With Bank Windhoek’s Cheque Account Range, a world 
of opportunities opens to you. Selekt a package that suits 
your financial needs.

For more information, please visit your nearest branch today 
or call our Customer Contact Centre at Tel: 061 299 1200.

Terms & Conditions apply

Ordinary
Cheque

SELEKT
1000

SELEKT
2000

SELEKT
5000

SELEKT
10 000

Cheque
           Sea

Gulf of 
Investment

Agri Lake

By 
invitation

only.


