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DEVELOPMENT AFRICALEADERSHIP

USB-ED ranked no 49 in the 
2011 Financial Times Global 
Executive Education Survey

www.usb-ed.com

Our interventions may be presented in-house, anywhere in Africa. Contact us: info@usb-ed.com   +27(0)21 918 4488

Inspiring thought leadership 
across Africa and beyond

Open-enrolment programmes
Corporate partnership programmes

Our service offering: Centres of Excellence: Applied Entrepreneurship; 

Business in Society; Project Management Intelligence
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Merry Christmas and a Prosperous 2013!

During this joyous time of the year, we  humbly extend 
our special thanks for your loyal support and trust 

throughout  the  year.
Air Namibia’s Board of Directors, management and 
staff wish you a Blessed festive season and  a Happy 

2013!!

Book Online: www.airnamibia.com.naCall Centre +264 61 299 6111 or contact your Travel Agent.
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Welcome on Board

Thank you for choosing to fly Air Namibia. We promise to do 
everything we can to ensure you have an enjoyable flight. If you 
have any queries or need assistance, please feel free to ask any of 
our cabin crew.

CABIN ASSISTANTS
On flights operated using the Airbus A340-
300 and A319-100; the Boeing B737-500 
aircraft and Embraer ERJ135, Passengers 
are catered for by highly trained cabin crew. 
If you require anything to make your flight 
more comfortable, do not hesitate to ask 
them for assistance. On flights operated by 
the Embraer ERJ135 - the flight is single class 
and has one cabin crew present to assist 
with your needs.

AIRBUS A340-300
On the Airbus A340-300 aircraft, each 
seat has a mini-console on the side of one 
armrest. The mini-console has a switch for 
your reading light, a button for calling a 
cabin attendant, a selector for choosing a 
radio or film channel, and a volume-control 
knob. Your earphones plug into a special 
socket on the mini-console

Economy Class passengers will find a foldout 
table mounted in the back of the seat in 
front of them. In Business Class, tables are 
set in the armrest of the seats. Personal 
assistance is provided on board our aircraft.

AIRBUS A319-100
The New Generation Airbus A319-100 
aircraft presents top-of-the-range comfort 
with generous legroom  (54 inch seat pitch 
in Business Class and 32 inch seat pitch in 
Economy Class), the interior offers a fresh 
look and feel, significantly increased overhead 
stowage to avoid congestions, a noticeable 
reduction in cabin noise levels, video and 
audio in-flight entertainment, passenger 
service unit design with LED technology, and 
the latest design enhanced cabin.

BOEING 737
This aircraft has overhead reading lights for 
passengers’ convenience. The overhead 
panel also contains an air vent, and the 
airflow may be adjusted by rotation. If 

you are seated in Economy Class, your table 
folds out of the back of the seat in front of 
you, while your table is set in the armrest of 
your seat if you are in Business Class. 

Embraer ERJ135
The Embraer ERJ135 aircraft seats 37 
passengers comfortably at 31 inches pitch. 
The flight is made smoother by the Embraers 
ability to fly above the weather.  Services 
onboard include: meals and beverages, 
a wardrobe, galleys, a washroom and 
overhead bins for baggage. The additional 
space can be used to stretch, while relaxing 
onboard the very swift ERJ135.

SPECIAL MEALS
On our flights, 
(on request) the 
following special 
meals are available for 
our passengers; Kosher, Halaal, 
Hindu, Oriental, Seafood, Vegetarian, 
Diabetic, Kiddies and Infant or Baby food.

SPECIAL SERVICE
Passengers with reduced mobility 
needing a wheelchair should state this 
requirement when making a reservation. A 
First-aid kit is carried on board our flights 
should passengers require eye drops, 
or medication for headaches, nausea, 
heartburn or any other relatively minor 
condition. We offer a special service for 
unaccompanied minors between the ages 
of 5 to 12. More details can be obtained at 
the time of making the reservation.

Make your journey even 

more rewarding 

by joining Reward$

 - Our frequent flyer programme -

• Accrue free miles when you fly 

• Use miles on any of our routes. 

• Purchase tickets, swap-miles, 

share-miles, pay for excess 

baggage; or to gain access to 

business class lounges across 

airports we operate from. 

ENROL NOW 
online at www.airnamibia.com.na 

, navigate to our Reward$ section. 

Click, Click, and fly Away. Reward$

Outstanding 
flexibility when 

redeeming  
your miles
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BABIES
For babies up to seven months old, a 
bassinet (Skycoy) 70 cm (28 inches) in 
length is available on international flights for 
safety and comfort. 
Please indicate 
your requirements 
when making your 
reservation. Special 
services are provided 
for babies and small 
children, including 
warming facilities for 
baby bottles. Your 
cabin attendant will 
be happy to assist you in this regard.

LUGGAGE
Hand luggage must be stowed under a seat 
or in the overhead bin during take-off and 
landing. Not only is this a safety precaution, 
but it also provides you with more leg room. 
Please keep your baggage tags and a copy 
of your ticket. Special care should be taken 
when packing glassware and liquids. Items 
such as medicine, jewelry, money, cameras, 
cellphones, security documents and other 
valuables should not be checked in. 

It is advisable to use a sturdy suitcase 
with a lock. Ensure that zips are secured 
when using soft suitcases. Claims can 
be reported at the following offices:  
> Windhoek, Air Namibia
> Johannesburg & Cape Town British 
Airways 

> Frankfurt, Air Namibia 
> Luanda, Air Namibia 
> Lusaka, National Airports 

Company
> Accra,  Air Namibia
>Or all other 
Namibian based 
Airports: Air Namibia

BEVERAGES
Alcohol is served only to passengers over 
18. Cabin staff have been instructed not 
to serve alcohol to passengers who appear 
intoxicated. Only liquor provided and served 
by Air Namibia may be consumed on board.

E-TICKETING
An electronic ticket or e-ticket is used 
to represent the purchase of a seat on a 
passenger airline. Once a reservation is 
made, an e-ticket exists only as a digital 
record in the airline computers.

Customers usually print out a copy of their 
receipt which contains the record locator 
or reservation number and the e-ticket 
number.

ELECTRONIC DEVICES
Passengers are requested not to make use 

of any electronic equipment 
on board the aircraft without 
consulting a cabin attendant. 
Equipment which might 
interfere with communications 
include the following: AF/FM/
TV transmitters and/receivers 
++ walkie-talkies ++ portable 

telephones ++ scanners ++ citizen 
band transceivers ++ cordless microphones 
+ satellite receivers ++ portable video 
equipment ++ electronic power convertors 
++ full-size computer printers ++ portable 
compact disc players ++ portable personal 
computers (these may be used only with 
the Captain’s permission). 

UPON ARRIVAL
Please ensure that you have all your personal 
belongings with you before disembarking. 
Should you require any assistance with 
onward flight bookings or similar matters, 
please contact our cabin crew.

DUTY FREE
For passengers on Frankfurt, Luanda, 
Lusaka and Accra flights, our duty-free 
catalogue, Sky Mall, will be handed 
out by the cabin attendants to enable 
passengers to purchase duty-free items. 

SMOKING
In accordance with Air Namibia’s policies, 
smoking is not permitted on any Air Namibia 
flights. Passengers should be aware that 
there are smoke detectors in the aircraft’s 
toilets and that any breach of this rule is a 
contravention of applicable laws.

SAFETY PROCEDURES
You will find an information sheet 
on safety procedures in your seat 
pocket. Please read it carefully 
and please listen attentively to 
all safety announcements and 
instructions from crew at all 
times while on board our flight.

ENTERTAINMENT
On international flights, consult our 
Entertainment guide in the seat pocket.

Our Call Centre
   is open

7days 
a Week
from 6am to 10pm
+ 264 61 299 6111
Saturday/Sunday 09:00 -17:00
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Please note: Air Namibia operates three flights per day between Windhoek and Johannesburg, except for Tuesdays and Saturdays on which we only operate two 

flights. The airline also operates four flights per day between Windhoek and Cape Town except for Sundays on which we operate three flights .

From Connection Point Departs To Arrives Flight Number Day of operation Aircraft

Accra 22:50 Windhoek 06:05+1 SW 761 3,5,7 A319
Accra Johannesburg 22:50 Windhoek 09:55+1 SW 761 3,5,7 A319
Cape Town 06:40 Windhoek 08:40 SW 745 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 B737
Cape Town 12:20 Windhoek 14:20 SW 743 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 B737
Cape Town 18:10 Windhoek 20:10 SW 747 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A319/B737
Cape Town Windhoek 12:20 Frankfurt 06:00+1 SW 743 1,2,3,4,5,6 A319/B737/A340
Eros 7:00 Ondangwa 08:05 SW 164 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 ERJ
Eros 16:55 Ondangwa 18:00 SW 166 1,2,3,4,5,7 ERJ
Eros 15:55 Ondangwa 17:00 SW166 6 ERJ
Eros 10:30 Rundu 11:45 SW 174 1,2,3,4,5,7 ERJ
Eros 10:30 Katima Mulilo 13:05 SW 174 1,2,3,4,5,7 ERJ
Frankfurt 19:10 Windhoek 06:30+1 SW 286 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A340
Frankfurt Windhoek 19:10 Cape Town 09:55+1 SW286/SW742 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A340/B737
Frankfurt Windhoek 19:10 Johannesburg 09:55+1 SW286/SW704/SW761 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A340/A319
Gaborone 11:20 Windhoek 13:00 SW 755 4,5,7 ERJ
Harare 12:05 Windhoek 14:20 SW 731 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Johannesburg Windhoek 12:30 Accra 20:20 SW 701 3,5,7 A319
Johannesburg 06:40 Windhoek 08:40 SW 703 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A319/B737
Johannesburg 12:30 Windhoek 14:30 SW 701 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A319
Johannesburg 18:20 Windhoek 20:20 SW 713 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 ERJ
Katima Mulilo 13:50 Eros 15:30 SW 174 1,2,3,4,5,7 ERJ
Luanda 12:15 Windhoek 15:55 SW 773 1,4,7 B737
Luanda 12:15 Windhoek 15:55 SW 773 3,5,6 A319
Luderitz 14:10 Oranjemund 14:50 SW 102 2,4,6 ERJ
Luderitz 14:10 Windhoek 16:35 SW 102 2,4,6 ERJ
Lusaka 12:00 Windhoek 14:20 SW 751 2,3,4,6, ERJ
Lusaka 18:05 Windhoek 20:25 SW753 5,7 ERJ
Maun 11:05 Victoria Falls 11:55 SW 792 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Maun 11:05 Windhoek 14:10 SW 792 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Oranjemund 15:10 Windhoek 16:35 SW 102 2,4,6 ERJ
Ondangwa 08:40 Eros 09:45 SW 165 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 ERJ
Ondangwa 18:35 Eros 19:40 SW 167 1,2,3,4,5,7 ERJ
Ondangwa 17:35 Eros 18:40 SW 167 6 ERJ
Rundu Katima Mulilo 12:05 Eros 15:25 SW 174 1,2,3,4,5,7 ERJ
Rundu 12:05 Katima Mulilo 13:05 SW 174 1,2,3,4,5,7 ERJ
Walvis Bay 16:20 Windhoek 16:55 SW 154 1,3,5,7 A319/B737
Walvis Bay 12:00 Windhoek 12:35 SW 152 2,4,6 A319/B737
Windhoek 12:50 Luderitz 13:50 SW 102 2,4,6 ERJ
Windhoek 12:50 Oranjemund 14:50 SW 102 2,4,6 ERJ
Windhoek 10:40 Walvis Bay 11:15 SW 151 2,4,6 A319/B737
Windhoek 15:10 Walvis Bay 15:45 SW 153 1,3,5,7 A319/B737
Windhoek 07:55 Cape Town 09:55 SW 742 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A391/B737
Windhoek 15:30 Cape Town 17:30 SW 746 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A319/B737
Windhoek 17:35 Cape Town 19:35 SW 744 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 B737
Windhoek 08:10 Johannesburg 09:55 SW 704 2,3,5,7 A319/B737
Windhoek 08:10 Johannesburg 09:55 SW 761 1,4,6 A319
Windhoek 15:25 Johannesburg 17:10 SW 714 1,2,3,4,5,6.7 ERJ
Windhoek 17:55 Johannesburg 19:40 SW 702 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A319/B737
Windhoek 09:15 Lusaka 11:25 SW 752 2,3,4,6, ERJ
Windhoek 15:20 Lusaka 17:30 SW754 5,7 ERJ
Windhoek 16:50 Accra 20:20 SW 701 3,5,7 A319
Windhoek 09:10 Gaborone 10:55 SW 756 4,5,7 ERJ
Windhoek 09:10 Harare 11:25 SW 730 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Windhoek 09:35 Luanda 11:15 SW 772 1,4,7 B737
Windhoek 09:35 Luanda 11:15 SW 772 3,5,6 A319
Windhoek 09:15 Maun 10:30 SW 792 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Windhoek 09:15 Victoria Falls 11:55 SW 792 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Windhoek 21:30 Frankfurt 06:55+1 SW 285 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A340
Victoria Falls 12:30 Windhoek 14:10 SW 792 1,3,5,7 ERJ

1=MONDAY, 2=TUESDAY, 3=WEDNESDAY, 4=THURSDAY, 5=FRIDAY, 6=SATURDAY, 7=SUNDAY

Schedule: 28 October 2012 to 30 MARCH 2013(All time local)
Note: check-in time should be two hours before departure
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Please note: Air Namibia operates three flights per day between Windhoek and Johannesburg, except for Tuesdays and Saturdays on which we only operate two 

flights. The airline also operates four flights per day between Windhoek and Cape Town except for Sundays on which we operate three flights .

From Connection Point Departs To Arrives Flight Number Day of operation Aircraft

Accra 22:50 Windhoek 06:05+1 SW 761 3,5,7 A319
Accra Johannesburg 22:50 Windhoek 09:55+1 SW 761 3,5,7 A319
Cape Town 06:40 Windhoek 08:40 SW 745 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 B737
Cape Town 12:20 Windhoek 14:20 SW 743 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 B737
Cape Town 18:10 Windhoek 20:10 SW 747 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A319/B737
Cape Town Windhoek 12:20 Frankfurt 06:00+1 SW 743 1,2,3,4,5,6 A319/B737/A340
Eros 7:00 Ondangwa 08:05 SW 164 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 ERJ
Eros 16:55 Ondangwa 18:00 SW 166 1,2,3,4,5,7 ERJ
Eros 15:55 Ondangwa 17:00 SW166 6 ERJ
Eros 10:30 Rundu 11:45 SW 174 1,2,3,4,5,7 ERJ
Eros 10:30 Katima Mulilo 13:05 SW 174 1,2,3,4,5,7 ERJ
Frankfurt 19:10 Windhoek 06:30+1 SW 286 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A340
Frankfurt Windhoek 19:10 Cape Town 09:55+1 SW286/SW742 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A340/B737
Frankfurt Windhoek 19:10 Johannesburg 09:55+1 SW286/SW704/SW761 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A340/A319
Gaborone 11:20 Windhoek 13:00 SW 755 4,5,7 ERJ
Harare 12:05 Windhoek 14:20 SW 731 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Johannesburg Windhoek 12:30 Accra 20:20 SW 701 3,5,7 A319
Johannesburg 06:40 Windhoek 08:40 SW 703 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A319/B737
Johannesburg 12:30 Windhoek 14:30 SW 701 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A319
Johannesburg 18:20 Windhoek 20:20 SW 713 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 ERJ
Katima Mulilo 13:50 Eros 15:30 SW 174 1,2,3,4,5,7 ERJ
Luanda 12:15 Windhoek 15:55 SW 773 1,4,7 B737
Luanda 12:15 Windhoek 15:55 SW 773 3,5,6 A319
Luderitz 14:10 Oranjemund 14:50 SW 102 2,4,6 ERJ
Luderitz 14:10 Windhoek 16:35 SW 102 2,4,6 ERJ
Lusaka 12:00 Windhoek 14:20 SW 751 2,3,4,6, ERJ
Lusaka 18:05 Windhoek 20:25 SW753 5,7 ERJ
Maun 11:05 Victoria Falls 11:55 SW 792 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Maun 11:05 Windhoek 14:10 SW 792 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Oranjemund 15:10 Windhoek 16:35 SW 102 2,4,6 ERJ
Ondangwa 08:40 Eros 09:45 SW 165 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 ERJ
Ondangwa 18:35 Eros 19:40 SW 167 1,2,3,4,5,7 ERJ
Ondangwa 17:35 Eros 18:40 SW 167 6 ERJ
Rundu Katima Mulilo 12:05 Eros 15:25 SW 174 1,2,3,4,5,7 ERJ
Rundu 12:05 Katima Mulilo 13:05 SW 174 1,2,3,4,5,7 ERJ
Walvis Bay 16:20 Windhoek 16:55 SW 154 1,3,5,7 A319/B737
Walvis Bay 12:00 Windhoek 12:35 SW 152 2,4,6 A319/B737
Windhoek 12:50 Luderitz 13:50 SW 102 2,4,6 ERJ
Windhoek 12:50 Oranjemund 14:50 SW 102 2,4,6 ERJ
Windhoek 10:40 Walvis Bay 11:15 SW 151 2,4,6 A319/B737
Windhoek 15:10 Walvis Bay 15:45 SW 153 1,3,5,7 A319/B737
Windhoek 07:55 Cape Town 09:55 SW 742 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A391/B737
Windhoek 15:30 Cape Town 17:30 SW 746 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A319/B737
Windhoek 17:35 Cape Town 19:35 SW 744 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 B737
Windhoek 08:10 Johannesburg 09:55 SW 704 2,3,5,7 A319/B737
Windhoek 08:10 Johannesburg 09:55 SW 761 1,4,6 A319
Windhoek 15:25 Johannesburg 17:10 SW 714 1,2,3,4,5,6.7 ERJ
Windhoek 17:55 Johannesburg 19:40 SW 702 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A319/B737
Windhoek 09:15 Lusaka 11:25 SW 752 2,3,4,6, ERJ
Windhoek 15:20 Lusaka 17:30 SW754 5,7 ERJ
Windhoek 16:50 Accra 20:20 SW 701 3,5,7 A319
Windhoek 09:10 Gaborone 10:55 SW 756 4,5,7 ERJ
Windhoek 09:10 Harare 11:25 SW 730 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Windhoek 09:35 Luanda 11:15 SW 772 1,4,7 B737
Windhoek 09:35 Luanda 11:15 SW 772 3,5,6 A319
Windhoek 09:15 Maun 10:30 SW 792 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Windhoek 09:15 Victoria Falls 11:55 SW 792 1,3,5,7 ERJ
Windhoek 21:30 Frankfurt 06:55+1 SW 285 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 A340
Victoria Falls 12:30 Windhoek 14:10 SW 792 1,3,5,7 ERJ

1=MONDAY, 2=TUESDAY, 3=WEDNESDAY, 4=THURSDAY, 5=FRIDAY, 6=SATURDAY, 7=SUNDAY

Schedule: 28 October 2012 to 30 MARCH 2013(All time local)
Note: check-in time should be two hours before departure
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to Frankfurt
and beyond

Windhoek - Luanda
6a Frequência | 6th Frequency

A Air Namibia anuncia a sua 6a Frequência aos Sábados, a partir de 28 de Outubro 2012

Air Namibia proudly announces its 6th frequency on Saturdays starting 28 October 2012

Connections to 

Frankfurt, Accra, 
Cape Town and 
Johannesburg 

with Special Rates

Book Online: www.airnamibia.com.na
Call Centre +264 61 299 6111 or contact your Travel Agent.



New Operating Hours

Monday - Friday: 
06:00 - 22:00
Saturday & Sunday:  
09:00 – 17:00

... for your booking 
and reservation 
convenience.

Book Online: www.airnamibia.com.na
Call Centre +264 61 2996111 or contact your Travel Agent.

Introducing
Call Centre’s New 
Operating Hours
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The 

                   Charity Exhibition 
                                  Opening 8 December @ 18h30 

                            Art Stop 
                                                        (Previously The Art Gallery)   

                                  
     Brauhaus Arcade - Swakopmund - 404312                                                                                   

                    

events	calendar 

Send 	your 	 cont r ibu t ions 	 fo r 	 the 	Event s 	Ca l enda r 	 to 	 f l amingo@mac . com .na 	by 	 the 	15th 	o f 	 the 	p rev ious 	month

ExhibitioN 
Namibia Today, a collection of artworks by various local artists at the 
National Art gallery (NAgN) in windhoek, until the 31st (061 23 1160)

ExhibitioN 
Elements of Expression: Far and Near, a collection of photographs by the 
photographic students of the Franco-Namibian cultural centre (FNcc), at the blue 
Frog restaurant at the centre, until the 17th  (061 38 7330 or www.fncc.org.na)

ExhibitioN 
An exhibition by local photographer tony Figueira opens at Namibian Jewellers 
& Art in swakopmund, on view until the 12th (064 40 2473)

ExhibitioN 
the singer, artist and actor iotA displays his artworks at Art stop – gallery and 
Art supplies, in swakopmund until the end of the month (064 40 4312)

DESERt booGiE 
this annual parachuting event takes place at the swakopmund airfield as 
from 09:00 daily, until January 4th (064 40 5671)

currently running...
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Art	by	iOTA

Fairy Circles, 
magic triangles 
& the rabbit in 
the window by	
Tony	Figueira
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Monday

Monday 

Saturday Sunday

Saturday

Thursday

AthlEticS
the Namibian sports consultant 
Quinton-steele botes hosts his 

20th athletics course and training 
camp at windhoek’s independence 

stadium until the 13th  
(081 124 4644)

DANciNG
line and ballroom dancing  

at backstage (toivo ya toivo 
street) in windhoek every monday 

at 19:00 (085 141 255)

hoRSE RiDiNG 
the reiterverein swakopmund 
hosts its 56th annual dressage, 
show jumping and equestrian 

tournament, until the 13th 
(081 124 02 93)

cRickEt 
Namibia takes on south Africa's 
North west team in a one-day 

match at wanderers in windhoek 
(061 24 2069)

SoccER
the second round of the Namibia 

premier league kicks off  
countrywide this weekend.  
watch local press for details  

(081 309 2874)

cRickEt
three-day provincial match 

between Namibia and 
south Africa’s North west at 

wanderers in windhoek, until 
the 5th (061 24 2069)

 

SAtURDAY
12 AthlEticS 

the second leg of the bank 
windhoek grand prix, which 
leads to the senior National 
championships and is hosted 
by Athletics Namibia, takes 
place at the independence 
stadium in windhoek, 
followed by the third leg on 
February 2nd in swakopmund  
(061 22 9224) or  
www.africavenir.org)
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events	calendar 

19 Saturday

RUNNiNG
windhoek harriers hosts  

a breakfast run (42 km, 21 km  
and 10 km) starting at the united 
sport, club in the capital at 07:00

 (081 124 1347)

18 19Friday Saturday

MUSic
every Friday after 21:00,  

Local is Lekker, live music show 
aimed at visitors to the country  

(085 141 255)

bioMARkEt
organic vegetables, freshly 

baked bread and home-made 
products at 3 uhland street in 

klein windhoek, from 08:00 
to 12:00 today and every 
saturday (061 23 9555)

Tonetic

19 Saturday
MUSic ciRclE 

As part of the bank windhoek Arts 
Festival, this popular weekly musical 

initiative resumes in the courtyard 
of the Nice restaurant in windhoek, 

featuring local singer tonetic at  
19:00 tonight. the series runs until 

February 9th (081 122 3709 or  
eherma@mweb.com.na)

Elemotho

 

thURSDAY
17 ARt tAlk

Let’s Talk about Music! 
A talk about professional 
musicianship and music 
management hosted by  
award-winning Namibian 
musician elemotho at the 
FNcc at 18:00. he is joined by 
his partner silvia sala, who 
organises his international 
tours (061 38 7330 or  
www.fncc.org.na)

22 Tuesday

SqUASh
the All Africa senior squash 
championships take place at 
wanderers in windhoek until 

the 26th (061 24 2069)
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january

Send	your 	cont r ibut ions 	 fo r 	 the 	Events 	Ca lendar 	 to 	 f l amingo@mac .com.na 	by 	 the 	15th 	o f 	 the 	p rev ious 	month

25 Friday

coNcERt
south African singers romanz 
and david Fourie perform in 
the dutch reformed church, 
pioneers park in windhoek 

at 19:00. romanz will also be 
launching their latest cd  

(061 24 1537)

David	Fourie

26

26

Saturday

Saturday

MARkEt
the monthly farmers’ market is 
hosted at the windhoek show 
grounds from 08:00 to 13:00.  
use the bell street entrance 

(081 436 3049)

MoviE NiGht 
AfricAvenir commemorates  

Amilcar cabral in the documentary 
cabralista, directed by valerio lopes, 

at the goethe centre in windhoek  
at 19:00 (085 563 0949 or 

www.africavenir.org)

Send 	your 	cont r ibut ions 	 fo r 	 the 	Events 	Ca lendar 	 to 	 f l amingo@mac .com.na 	by 	 the 	15th 	o f 	 the 	p rev ious 	month

28

4

Monday

Monday

ExhibitioN
Simply the Same, the first solo 
exhibition by New york-trained 

Namibian photographer christian 
goltzn opens at the FNcc at 18:30, 
and can be viewed until February 

27th (061 38 7330 or  
www.fncc.org.na)

ExhibitioN
Homage to My Mother – A 

photographic exhibition featuring 
Namibian women by Norwegian 
kari smaage, opens at the blue  
Frog restaurant of the FNcc at 

18:30 and continues until 
march 8th (061 38 7330 or  

www.fncc.org.na)

2

10

Saturday

Saturday

GUiDED wAlk  
At the National botanical gardens 

in windhoek, starting at 08:00 
(061 202 2020)

cYcliNG
the annual Nedbank cycling 
challenge (20 km, 35 km and  

75 km) starts at 07:00 in front of  
the independence Avenue branch 

and ends in olympia
 (061 295 2301).

February
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muscles	of	the	voice	box.	In	the	
giraffe	this	nerve	can	be	four	metres	
long.	While	giraffes	are	popularly	
thought	to	be	silent,	this	is	not	so.	
They	produce	coughing	noises,	
they	communicate	with	hyposonic	
mumbles,	and	the	calves	can	yelp.

thAt ExtRAoRDiNARY NEck
The	evolutionary	reason	for	the	
long	neck	is	not	known.	Of	course,	it	
enables	giraffes	to	munch	on	leaves	
out	of	range	of	other	ruminants,	
but	then	why	haven’t	other	
animals	also	evolved	this	feature?
If	you’re	curious	about	how	the	
mother	giraffe	gives	birth	to	such	
an	awkwardly	shaped	animal,	the	
answer	is	that	the	infant	giraffe	
is	of	a	fairly	‘normal’	shape.	Only	
later	does	the	elongated	neck	
develop.	However,	since	the	
mother	gives	birth	standing	up,	the	
baby	starts	life	with	a	nasty	fall.

AN ENGiNEERiNG woNDER
The	blood	circulatory	system	of	the	
giraffe	is	an	impressive	example	of	
hydraulic	engineering.	Blood	must	
be	pumped	up	from	its	feet	to	its	
head,	a	height	of	some	five	metres,	
and	since	pressure	depends	on	
height,	the	blood	pressure	must	
also	be	regulated,	so	that	when	
the	giraffe	lowers	its	head	to	drink,	
blood	doesn’t	rush	to	the	head	and	
cause	vessels	to	burst.	A	giraffe	heart	
weighs	over	10	kg,	and	can	pump	
at	pressures	twice	that	of	a	human	
heart.	The	so-called	rete	mirabilis	
(magic	net)	of	arterioles	and	veins	in	
the	neck	absorbs	sudden	changes	
in	blood	pressure,	and	valves	in	

Did you 
know?
bill torbitt

thE tAllESt, lARGESt, 
loNGESt
The	giraffe	is	the	tallest	land	
animal,	standing	five	or	six	metres,	
and	the	largest	ruminant	(cud-
chewer).	Although	there	may	have	
been	subspecies	in	Asia,	it	is	an	
exclusively	African	animal,	roaming	
over	most	of	the	continent.	Today	
it	is	confined	in	the	wild	mostly	
to	southern	and	east	Africa.	
Its	nearest	living	relative	is	a	
strange	animal	called	the	okapi,	
which	has	striped	rear	quarters	
and	legs,	rather	like	a	zebra,	but	
with	a	chestnut-brown	body,	a	
brown-striped	‘normal’-length	
neck,	and	a	head	like	a	giraffe.

ExhibitED iN RoME
The	giraffe	was	known	to	the	
ancient	Greeks	and	Romans,	who	
theorised	that	it	originated	as	a	cross	
between	a	camel	and	a	leopard,	
giving	rise	to	its	name	in	some	
languages,	such	as	kameelperd	in	
Afrikaans.	Julius	Caesar	brought	the	
first	one	from	North	Africa	to	exhibit	
in	Rome.	Its	English	name	comes	
from	the	Arabic	word	zarafa,	in	turn	
probably	from	an	African	language.
Subspecies	are	defined	largely	by	
their	coat	patterns.	The	species	
found	in	Namibia	is	actually	the	
Angolan	giraffe,	of	which	there	
are	about	20	000	in	Etosha	and	
elsewhere	in	northern	Namibia.	
Graceful	and	exceptional	animals,	
you	never	become	tired	of	looking	
at	them.	Few	tourists	leave	without	
a	wooden	giraffe	complicating	
their	airline	luggage,	a	boon	for	
the	local	woodcarving	industry.

hYPoSoNic coMMUNicAtioN
The	longest	nerve	in	the	land	
animal	kingdom	is	the	recurrent	
laryngeal	of	the	giraffe.	It	is	an	
anatomical	oddity	in	mammals,	
being	a	branch	of	a	cranial	nerve	
that	loops	under	the	heart	but	
then	ascends	upwards	through	the	
neck	to	supply	the	pharynx	and	

Sources 	and 	 re fe rences 	ava i l ab le 	 f rom	b i l l@ iway.na

the	jugular	vein	prevent	back	flow.	
Moreover,	the	leg	skin	of	the	giraffe	
is	tough	and	flexible,	giving	it	a	built-
in	‘orthopaedic	support	bandage’.	
This	has	actually	been	studied	by	
NASA	engineers	for	possible	ideas	in	
the	design	of	space	pressure	suits.

bUilt-iN Uv RESiStANcE	
The	giraffe	backbone	doesn’t	have	
more	vertebrae	than	other	animals,	
as	sometimes	thought.	It’s	just	that	
the	vertebrae	are	very	large,	nearly	
a	foot	long.	The	neck	is	also	a	feat	
of	mechanical	engineering,	the	
upper	vertebrae	being	equipped	
with	ball-and-socket	joints,	enabling	
the	animal	to	lift	its	head	almost	
vertically	to	browse	on	vegetation	
with	its	half-metre-long	tongue,	
complete	with	built-in	UV	resistance!	
The	short	‘horns’	on	top	of	the	
giraffe’s	head	are	bony	outgrowths	
covered	with	skin	and	hair.	Called	
ossicones,	these	outgrowths	are	
bald	on	top	in	males	and	tufted	
with	black	hair	in	females.

facts on

GiRAFFE iN 

NAMibiA
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text Edward Jenkins
photographs Paul van Schalkwyk

Black-backed	jackals	at	Cape	
Cross	have	adapted	to	living	in		
a	land	of	plenty.

commuting  
to the supermarket
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A folk tale of the san (bushman) people tells 
of a hungry jackal that encounters a fish 
wagon coming from the beach. His attempts 

to jump on the back of the wagon are unsuccessful, but 
thinking quickly, he runs ahead and lies in the road, 
keeping very still. “look,” said the driver, “a kaross [a 
cloak made of sheepskin, or the hide of other animals, 
with the hair left on] for your wife! toss it in the back.”

once in the wagon, Jackal begins throwing off fish, 
and when he thinks he has enough, jumps down to 
enjoy the feast. but Hyaena has also discovered the fish 
on the road, and eats more than his fair share. Jackal 
is angry, and convinces Hyaena all he has to do to get 
more fish is to wait for the next fish wagon, lie in the 
road, and stay very still, no matter what happens.

And so, when the next wagon comes, Hyaena lies in 
the road, remaining very still. the driver jumps down, 
shouting ”What ugly thing is this?” and begins kicking 
and beating Hyaena with a stick. Hyaena struggles to 
remain still for as long as he can, but finally gets up and 
stumbles off. When he tells Jackal his sad story, Jackal 
pretends to be sympathetic, and readily concurs when 
Hyaena complains that his skin just isn’t as handsome 
as Jackal’s. 

While it’s obvious that the jackals 
are very successful in predating 
on seals, it isn’t an easy job. 



text Edward Jenkins
photographs Paul van Schalkwyk
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today, these traditional rivals continue to compete, 
and no doubt jackals still try to trick hyaenas and steal 
their food. However, at the cape cross seal reserve, 
one of the largest mainland breeding colonies of cape 
fur seals in the world, the year-round presence of seals 
has created a unique situation. Here, about 115 km 
north of swakopmund, there is a virtually unlimited 
food supply, supporting large numbers of black-backed 
jackals, and competition pressures are muted. While a 
few hyaenas hunt within the reserve, they are rarely 
seen, since they tend to be active at night. However, 
visitors will be surprised at the number of jackals going 
about their business in broad daylight, totally ignoring 
the packed tour buses.

While other canines – such as wolves or African wild 
dogs – hunt in packs, jackals (like the coyotes of North 
America), tend to hunt alone, normally being satisfied 
with smaller prey items. Pack animals subdue and kill 
their prey through multiple bites. When jackals take on 
a larger animal, their approach is more like that of one 
of the cat species, in that they kill through a maintained 
bite to the neck, cutting off air and causing death  
by strangulation.

dr Nicky Jenner is a programme manager with Fauna 
& Flora international, cambridge. she was awarded 
her doctorate in biodiversity management through 
the durrell institute of conservation and ecology at 
the university of kent and the institute of Zoology, 
london, based on her 18-month research of the unique 
circumstances of the jackals at cape cross. 

Jackals are opportunistic feeders. their diet typically 
includes rodents, insects, birds, reptiles, fruit, carrion 
and garbage. However, at cape cross an estimated  
86–95% of their diet consists of fur seals, including seal 

carcases and small adults the jackals have managed to 
kill. during the fur-seal pupping season (November–
december), pups make up a large portion of their diet, 
which includes the ones they kill, as well as the ones 
that die of natural causes, or have been crushed by 
adults in the crowded rookeries. 

Nicky’s studies at Cape Cross 
have indicated that jackal 
territory choices seem to be more 
focused on pup-raising criteria.
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While it’s obvious that the jackals are very successful 
in predating on seals, it isn’t an easy job. seals are 
very difficult to kill. As jackals lack the bite pressure 
to penetrate a seal’s skull (as hyaenas can), the exercise 
evolves into a long-drawn-out battle to maintain a 
neck grip on a powerful, struggling animal. even after 
making a kill, jackals have difficulty penetrating the 
tough, thick hide, and may be forced to enter the carcase 
through alternative routes. seal remains that have been 
eaten by jackals may exhibit ‘sleeping bag’ skin, with 
the hide relatively intact, and turned inside out. 

like the coyote in North America, jackals are extremely 
intelligent animals that have adapted to virtually every 
available environment. they tend to enter into long-
term monogamous relationships, and a mated pair 
may raise their young with the assistance of ‘helpers’, 
who share their claimed territory, which is identified 
through scent marking, and guarded against intruders. 

in other areas, jackals claim territories that are 
large enough to include a sustainable food supply, 
and provide a safe place for rearing pups. However, 
Nicky’s studies at cape cross have indicated that jackal 
territory choices seem to be more focused on pup-
raising criteria. she discovered that breeding territories 
radiate outwards from the seal colony, extending for 
several kilometres, and tend to increase in size with 
distance from the colony. A scat analysis demonstrated 
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Even in this land of plenty, there 
are still signs of the age-old rivalry 
between hyaenas and jackals. 

that jackals as far as 30 kilometres away are commuting 
to the reserve to feed on seals.

generally, animals avoid conflict by respecting the 
scent-marked boundaries of the territories claimed by 
others, but this presents unique challenges in a densely-
settled community such as cape cross, where jackals 
with territories close to the reserve would be expected 
to oppose other jackals passing through. However, the 
adaptable jackals came up with a solution: well-defined 
routes, beginning in the ‘suburbs’, pass through other 
‘neighbourhoods ’, and end at the ‘supermarket’, where 
the seals are. Nicky has identified multiple ‘highways’ 
used by the jackals in their daily commute, and has 
established that territories are claimed to within  
50 metres of the colony.

“the network of trails that are utilised forms a 
starburst pattern radiating out from the colony,” she 
reports. “And the jackals whose territories are being 
traversed generally seem to tolerate these commuters.” 
this phenomenon seems to be particularly noticeable 
close to the seal colony, where jackal territories are at 
their most dense. 

From a scientist’s perspective, the most significant 
aspect of Nicky’s study is the insight it provides into 
some of the factors that influence an animal’s choice of 
a home territory. “even with a constant, reliable source 
of food being available, jackals still need an exclusive 
space to breed and raise offspring,” she explains.

“i feel incredibly privileged to have had the 
opportunity to study these remarkable animals,” she 
adds. “the way they interact and how they’ve adapted 
to this unique environment is fascinating.” 

And even in this land of plenty, there are still signs of 
the age-old rivalry between hyaenas and jackals. “the 
hyaenas are less prevalent here than at other places on 
the coast,” she notes, “but i have seen hyaenas with 
food being closely followed by jackals.” 

Jackal is no doubt looking for an opportunity to trick 
Hyaena into providing a free meal...
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bUSiNESS 
ROUND-Up 

Namibia	has	a	strong	track	record	of	attracting	foreign	
investment	and	many	well-known	international	companies	
play	an	active	role	in	a	wide	variety	of	sectors	including	
agriculture,	fishing,	mining,	manufacturing,	construction,	
tourism,	telecoms	and	financial	services.	The	Namibian	
Constitution	promotes	foreign	investment	and	protects	
private	property.	Every	month	Flamingo	brings	you	a	round-
up	of	the	most	important	business	and	economics	news	
from	Namibia,	put	together	by	Robin Sherbourne	of	local	
economic	consulting	company	Namibian	Economics.	To	
receive	regular	updates	on	the	Namibian	economy,	email	
robin@namibianeconomics.com.

the shortage of electricity supply may become  
critical by 2015, when the estimated excess demand for 
electricity will reach 300mW. to prevent power short-
ages, state-owned power utility NamPower will have to 
invest N$14bn over the next four to five years. 

the Namibian construction sector registered  
double-digit growth of 13.3% on average during the 
last 10 years, according to data published by the bank  
of Namibia.

A number of investors have been approached by the  
Namibian government to partner with Namibia’s  
national water utility NamWater to kick-start the planned 
second desalination plant just north of swakopmund.  
reports suggest the cost of the desalination plant will  
exceed N$1bn.

Namibia scored 61.9 in the 2012 index of economic 
Freedom compiled by the Heritage Foundation and the 
Wall street Journal, making it the 76th freest economy  
out of the 184 countries ranked worldwide.

NamPower unveiled its much-anticipated N$26m solar-
diesel hybrid electricity plant at tsumkwe, where 
Namibia’s largest off-grid plant will provide power to  
the inhabitants of the rural outpost, which has a popula-
tion of less than a thousand people.

the ministry of environment and tourism launched the 
newly established environmental investment 
Fund, which could generate N$300m annually. the 
fund will enable Namibia to raise financial resources for  
direct investment in environmental protection and  
natural resource management.

thE 
YEAR wAS

2012

investment continues in Namibia 
amidst global economic uncertainty

the inauguration of the swakopmund landing station 
of the West Africa cable system (WAcs) brought  
Namibia closer to the rest of the world. Namibia  
contributed about N$320m towards the system. the  
cable will allow Namibia and other southern African  
countries to enjoy fast-data transmission of over five  
terabytes per second. telecom launched its speedlink,  
a spin-off of WAcs. speedlink will be a ‘game changer’  
on the internet service scene, according to telecom  
Namibia md Frans Ndoroma.

the N$750m project for the construction of a fourth  
turbine at the ruacana Hydropower station was  
successfully commissioned. 

Namibia slipped as a mining destination on the  
latest ranking of countries according to an annual survey  
by the Fraser institute. Namibia scored 51.6 points 
of a possible 100 overall on the Policy Potential  
index, down from 57.9 last year. For 2011–12 Namibia  
was ranked 45th out of 93 countries, compared to 30th 
 out of 79 previously.

Namibia Poultry industries (NPi) geared itself to 
supply the entire Namibian market by opening a new  
abattoir, which was given infant industry protection.

chairperson of de beers, Nicky oppenheimer, has given 
the assurance that the future of the diamond sector  
is bright, while expansion plans to extend Namdeb’s  
lifespan to 2025 would not be changed by Anglo American’s  
acquisition of de beers.

NamPower is seeking bidders to build a 300-megawatt 
coal-fired power plant in its uranium-producing 
erongo region.



Namibia’s population stands at 2.1m people, an 
increase of 15% from the 1.8m recorded during the 2001 
Population and Housing census.

glencore international’s drive to buy up African mi- 
ning assets has taken it to Namibia. it acquired a majority  
stake in the rosh Pinah mine, a leading regional zinc 
and lead concentrate producer, from exxaro resources.  
glencore acquired an 80.08% share in rosh Pinah 
Zinc corporation.

the Namibian competition commission gave the green 
light for the takeover of leo by telecom Namibia.

the market value of the giPF (government insti-
tutions Pension Fund) grew in size more than four 
times over the past 10 years and has reached the N$50bn 
mark at the end of 31 march this year. 

A vast underground water source was discovered 
in northern Namibia that could provide a secure and  
sustainable water supply to about 40% of the popu-
lation for 400 years. the discovery is the result of  
a joint project between the ministry of Agriculture,  
Water and Forestry, NamWater and the german  
Federal institute for geosciences and Natural resources 
that took off in 2007.

the Fourth National development Plan (NPd4)– 
aimed at achieving 4% real growth in the agricultural  
sector by 2017 – was launched by President Pohamba on  
19 July along with a boosted manufacturing output  
capacity that will contribute 50% to gdP, and result in a 
10% reduction in the unemployment rate.

the Hess ii telescope (High energy stereoscopic 
system) has started operating in Namibia. the telescope 
observes the most violent and extreme phenomena in 
the universe. With its 28m mirror and mass of 600t, the  
telescope is reportedly the largest cherenkov telescope 
ever built.

cabinet has in principle approved gecko Namibia’s  
Vision industrial Park (ViP) for mile 16, north of 
swakopmund. the company reportedly issued a state-
ment on 15 August stating that the reason for the approval 
was the economic benefits ViP would have for Namibia.  

cabinet approved a 99-year lease of 700ha of land at  
mile 16 to gecko.

Namibia’s Financial sector strategy (NFss)  
was launched, promising to deliver a ‘more resilient,  
competitive and dynamic financial system with best  
practices’ by 2021 to help make Vision 2030 a reality. 

the first interest-rate relief in 21 months took place 
in August after bank of Namibia govenor ipumbu shiimi 
dropped the repo rate by 50bp from 6.0% to 5.5%.

Namibia east china Non-Ferrous investment, a  
mining company, announced it had discovered a large  
deposit of iron ore in the kunene region, but will  
depend largely on the Namibian government support  
to extract it. 

Worsening labour market conditions are hijacking  
Namibia’s competitiveness, the latest research by the 
World economic Forum (WeF) has shown, with the  
country plunging nine positions on its 2012/13 global 
competitiveness index. the index places Namibia 92nd 
overall out of 144 countries worldwide, down from 
83rd last year. the drop is due mainly to lower labour-
market efficiency. While Namibia was ranked 57th last 
year, this year Namibia fell to 74th in this category.

the share price of chariot oil & gas fell drama- 
tically after announcing that its kabeljou well at the  
Nimrod Prospect failed to find commercial quantities  
of hydrocarbons and that the well will be plugged  
and abandoned.

Namibia was given until 2016 to wrap up its economic 
Partnership Agreement (ePA) negotiations with the 
eu. the new decision by the eu Parliament is a relief for 
Namibia, which faced being removed from the list of coun-
tries with market access to the eu on the first day of 2014.

the Namibia Port Authority plans to spend more  
than N$3bn, starting next year, on the expansion of a 
new container terminal at Walvis bay to accom-
modate a huge increase in the cargo handled by the port.  
the port has experienced gigantic increases in cargo  
handling that have already seen Namport spending  
nearly N$400m on the expansion of storage space, deepen-
ing the harbour and acquiring new handling equipment.
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Key indicators
€/n$ exchange rate 11.40 (29 november 2012)

£/n$ exchange rate 14.09 (29 november 2012)

US$/n$ exchange rate 8.79 (29 november 2012)

prime lending rate 9.25% (november 2012)

Inflation rate 7.1% (october 2012)

gross Domestic product (gDp) n$90.8 billion (2012)

World Bank classification Upper-middle income country

kavango block brick, the innovative house- 
building solution patented in Namibia, received a massive  
financial injection from AngelHub, a sA-based  
institution that provides social financing to start up  
companies with innovative ideas. the funding of  
between N$1m and N$10m is specifically aimed at  
speeding up the operation of kavango block brick and  
helping the company reach the full commercial stage of 
manufacturing its building materials.

the Namibia Water corporation, Namwater, plans to  
invest N$3bn in the water sector over the next five 
years. the corporation is set to provide N$1.6bn of the 
required funds, while the rest of the investment will 
come from partnerships with bulk customers, through  
government ministries and the treasury. the de- 
salination plant alone is expected to cost about N$2bn, 
while the development of other water infrastructures at 
the coast is an estimated N$1.2bn.

Namibia’s sme bank has prepared to open its doors 
to operate as a fully-licensed commercial bank.  
its main thrust will be to provide access to finance for 
businesses owned by previously disadvantaged groups 
who fail to obtain lending from commercial banks because 
of a lack of collateral.

government plans to drastically hike tax on com-
mercial farms, as it seeks to source N$400m in the next 
five years to buy farms and speed up land reform. this 
translates to N$80m every year, up from the roughly 
N$25m per year raised through land tax on commercial 
farms since 2004.

AreVA announced its plans to postpone the launch 
of its trekkopje mine until the project’s economy  
improves. All actual construction work was due to be  
completed by the end of december 2012. existing  
installations – the pilot project midi and the final phase 
maxi – will then be put under a us$10m per annum  
structured care and maintenance programme.

Namibia was ranked sixth out of 52 African states in the 
2012 ibrahim index of African governance, which 
saw improvements in the categories of safety and rule of 
law, participation and human rights, sustainable economic 
opportunity and human development.

Namibian marine Phosphate (NmP) received a  
mining licence from the ministry of trade and industry,  
on condition that it satisfies all obligatory environ- 
mental requirements. 

Husab, one of the world's biggest uranium mines,  
will begin operating in Namibia by the end of  
2015, reported its owner, china guangdong Nuclear  
Power corp (cgNPc).

the Walvis bay corridor group (Wbcg) has increased its 
presence in southern Africa by opening an office in 
lubumbashi in the democratic republic of the congo. 
this takes the Wbcg foreign branches to promote the 
corridor as a preferred trade route in the region to three, 
where the other two are situated in Johannesburg, south 
Africa and lusaka, Zambia.
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As we sip milk tea (no sugar, lots of salt) in his 
yurt, he’s talking about Namibia. 

let’s swiftly head south and now we are in 
Peninsular malaysia. it’s a world away from orkhon – 
humid and tropical. As the park ranger leads the way 
along a rain-forest trail, he’s talking about Namibia. down 
over the equator in indonesia, a government nature-
conservation official opens the floor with the question: 
“Are we going to be hearing more about Namibia?” the 
answer is yes. there’s a good-natured groan from some. 
“Not Namibia again!”

Namibia’s being talked about in many unexpected 
places, partly because of a project called sPAN 
(strengthening the Protected Area Network), a project 
of the ministry of environment and tourism (met) 
supported by the global environment Facility (geF)  
and the united Nations development Programme 

Text	hugh Paxton
photographs	wouter Schalken,  
lawrence Murray, holger kolberg

We’re	in	Mongolia.	Cold	wind,	
vast	grasslands,	yaks...	plus	
glaciers,	wild	camels,	snow	
leopards	and	peaks.	The	Mongol	
horse	rider,	Ts	Tumurkhuyag,	like	
many	of	the	high	steppes	people,	
is	born	to	sit	in	a	saddle.	This	is	
probably	just	as	well	–	he’s	one	
of	only	seven	rangers	assigned	
to	patrol	a	protected	area	of	
364	538	square	kilometres	–	the	
Orkhon	Valley	National	park	close	
to	Kharakhorum,	once	the	seat		
of	Genghis	Khan.

Namibia is	being	talked	about	
in	many	unexpected	places

Strengthening the Protected Area Network
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(uNdP). sPAN was one of those great ideas that then 
produced more.

Namibia’s protected areas (PAs) are world class in terms 
of size and content. Nearly 18 per cent of the country 
now enjoys government PA status. supplement this with 
community and private reserves and, even in these days 
of environmental angst, the figures make for optimism. 

but it has been a case of touch and go. For years, there 
wasn’t too much ‘go’. the problem was that Namibia’s 
PAs weren’t properly noticed by government – they 
were ‘simply there’. 

And when something is perceived as being simply 
there, it tends to be taken for granted at best or neglected 
at worst. many Namibians care deeply for their natural 
heritage and there have been dedicated people working 
tirelessly to protect particular species, notably cheetah 
and black rhino. similarly, the PAs had committed 
field staff. but overall there was a lack of connectivity, 
sufficient resources and support.

sPAN decided to advance conservation by addressing 
the PA network, not piecemeal, but as a whole. the 
initiative had the feeling of corporate restructuring, 
albeit on a grand and unusual scale. questions came 
thick and fast. 

Were the PAs meeting conservation goals effectively? it 
was time to find out. the first management effectiveness 

tracking tool (mett) assessment was conducted in  
2004 to track PA management effectiveness of PAs in 
Namibia. the results showed that the individual PAs  
were typically underfunded, with little money for 
carrying out park management and biodiversity conser-
vation activities. basic skills such as species identification 
and habitat condition monitoring were lacking, and PAs 
were not really managed towards their conservation 
objectives. they were simply there. 

 Funding. A big challenge! How to prize more cash from 
government coffers, and help the PAs pay for themselves. 
All sound business stuff. 

A study was conducted to examine how much the 
PAs contributed to Namibia in hard cash, dollars and 
cents. the findings were startling – in terms of creating 
tourism revenue, PAs accounted for up to 6% of gNP, 
and if government invested more in PA management, the 
return on the investment would be as high as 23%.

the numbers were compelling. government took 
notice (who wouldn’t?) and the budget allocation for PA 
maintenance and support was increased three-fold by 
the time sPAN wound down in 2012. 

At the same time sPAN turned its eyes to the private 
sector and initiated a robust scheme to unleash the 
full economic potential of the PAs through tourism 
concessions and the development of community tourism 
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in areas adjacent to PAs. it’s to the credit of Namibians 
that they can co-exist with such large and potentially 
belligerent citizens. And only fair that they receive 
benefits for their tolerance and endurance. 

Assets – expansion and growth 
Always a corporate concern! Although many PAs 

were conserving large swathes of land, some crucially 
important biodiversity hotspots were still not on the PA 
map. it was time to put them there. during the sPAN 
period, Namibia witnessed an extraordinary growth 
spurt in the size and coverage of its PAs. Four new PAs 
were gazetted – the vast, formidable diamond lands of 
the sperrgebiet; bwabwata National Park, which joined 
the former caprivi game Park and mahango game 
Park, and added 15 000 ha of the species-rich kwando 
triangle; mangetti National Park, a contractual park 
with the ukwangali traditional Authority; and dorob 
National Park, which incorporated the former National 
West coast recreation Area.

Human resources 
PAs, like companies, cannot function without motivated 

people to look after their interests. to boost park staff 
morale, sPAN put an emphasis on outreach, training, 
incentives, red-tape cutting and communication. A 
magazine was launched – Sandpaper – a publication 
featuring tremendous colour images of parks and people 
involved in conservation provided gratis by some of the 
best photographers around. Park staff were profiled, 
parks were profiled, there were quizzes and competitions, 
room for feedback and yes, lots of photographs. sPAN also 
organised public talks – Park talks – that again brought 
people together. there were competitions. Performance 

awards. And a considerable number of parties and braais 
enlivened by local musicians and rangers noted for their 
story-telling skills. PA brochures were given a dusting 
off and new booklets and information packs were printed 
and distributed to visitors and among park staff. 

slowly the many pieces of a vast, slightly scrambled PA 
jigsaw began to fit together and a clearer picture emerged; 
not as individual parks standing alone as islands, but 
reflecting a nationwide plan, a community of parks, 
ecosystems and people. Although the project has now 
come to a close, its legacy of hard-headed economically 
grounded ingenuity, and its mixture of lateral thinking 
and passion for reform and progress are why we were 
talking about Namibia in mongolia, why we were talking 
about Namibia in malaysia, why everybody in Jakarta 
groaned or clapped. 

 the sPAN paradigm isn’t a cure-all and cannot be 
applied universally. conserving the tiger forests of 
malaysia presents a very different set of challenges 
to establishing the world’s eighth–largest wilderness 
area in the sperrgebiet. every country has its own 
unique culture, ecosystems, and potential for success 
or fiasco. but sPAN has blazed new trails, and where 
appropriate successful strategies and approaches are 
being duplicated, publishing a mongolia sPAN magazine 
would entail distribution problems. ts tumurkhuyag 
would have to ride three days to deliver a copy, so a 
steppe-Paper isn’t on the cards. but sPAN mongolia is up 
and running! With luck, energy and a bit of help from 
friends in geF/uNdP, the mongolian government will 
be appraised of the country’s PA values. And will buy 
a couple of motorbikes or something else useful. seven 
guys? over an area of 364 538 square kilometres? that’s 
a PA that could use a bit of sPAN-style strengthening.



40                       .com.na

Something 
grand  
below the 
sand photographs	Joh henschel

there’s something grand below the sand in 
our land. We get to love it, especially once 
knowing what can inhabit the grainy sandy 

habitat. At first it’s not easy to know what can go into 
the sand, but look closely and listen low. After a quiet 
period, you’ll become aware that there’s a myriad of 
subterranean creatures doing their thing down there. 
this much is for sure: learning more about sub-sand 
habitation enriches your tour.

Psammophily, you may agree, is not for you and me. 
sand-loving creatures can nevertheless teach you a 
thing or two about grain-management techniques. 
lithe lizards escape blizzards and goshawks gizzards 
by going into the sand for a swim, writhing with 
their slim bodies deep down into its depths. As a rule, 
it’s cool down there, although not exactly subdued. 
there is quite some bustling, shuffling and even 
a faint huffing, as many creatures share this space. 
most do so in peace and with grace. 

At first glance some dune plants seem to wear pants. 
in fact, these are more like boots to protect the soft 
shoots of the roots from being sand-blasted, and 
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big stories
about little things

This	is	the	sixteenth	in	a	series	by		
Joh henschel	of	EnviroMEND	
about	the	Namib	Desert.	Its	

wonders	have	many	forms,	some	
of	which	are	tiny,	easily	overlooked	

creatures,	in	this	case	living	a	
splendid	life	beneath		

the	sand.

photographs	Joh henschel

remain unfettered even when baked and battered. 
Plants are unmoved even when the wind has 
smothered them with sand or removed their mound. 
the dunes are alive with oodles of beetles, and their 
larvae wriggle and squiggle. they live by munching 
detritus, grass that’s long dried out and lies buried 
until it’s tried out, also in tiny bites by termites and 
their counterparts – mites without the ter. Altogether 
there’s a great deal of chewing and other doing, not 
to mention quite a bit of wooing! down in the sandy 
depth, animals can even breathe, so when they want 
to inhale, they don’t even have to leave.

some creatures down there have different intent, as 
they are bent on finding prey for their content. top of 
the list is the golden mole, whose highest goal at times 
when its stomach has a hole, is to find whatever, and 
nothing can quell its endeavour, nor escape it down 
there, no matter how clever. its smaller counterpart, 
which also gets à la carte, is a curious spider, quite 
apart. the backflip spider swims stealthily like a 
sand-glider, only to erupt from below and pull its 
prey under. it disappears with its catch in a blink, 
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diving down the sandy sink faster than you would 
think. For most other spiders though, it’s important 
to burrow, binding sand with precious silk, and so is 
quite thorough. A stable retreat gives shelter from any 
threat and respite from the heat, not only to spiders but 
many other insiders to whom the sand provides a home.

Psammo-creatures are most tough, in conditions which 
appear quite rough, but there’s a limit beyond which 
enough is enough. somebody rash may think it a bash 
over dune mounds to crash with quad-bike or four-by-
four, playing with their super toy, not realising what 
they destroy. in soft sand some creatures escape being 
squashed out of shape, although their homes need to 
be re-landscaped. they soon run out of energy, going 
into fatal lethargy, unless people share their space with 
more synergy. they get better reward, and so do we, 
my word, if we take notice and applaud the humble 
psammophiles who withstand so many trials living in 
sand with fascinating styles. there’s far more to tell, 
but i’ll leave it to you to quell your curiosity yourself 
by exploring a sandy crest or swell.
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For marlice and rudie van Vuuren it began in 
2003 when marlice encountered a san (bushman) 
woman seeking help for her sick child while 

visiting a friend in the omaheke region in eastern 
Namibia. she consulted with her husband, rudie, a 
medical doctor, explaining the child’s symptoms. When 
rudie heard how serious the child’s condition was, he 
immediately advised them to call an ambulance, but 
the nearest hospital in gobabis was over a hundred 
kilometres away.

marlice and rudie drove to town, but were too late 
to save the child’s life. to the Van Vuurens this tragic 
situation revealed the serious lack of medical services 

Text	Ron Swilling
photographs	Ron Swilling, N/a’an ku sê

Stories	begin	in	strange	and	
unexpected	ways,	and	although	
my	introduction	to	N/a’an	ku	sê	
was	in	the	dining	room	of	the	
stylish	lodge	with	a	crimson-
breasted	shrike	flitting	outside	
and	a	kudu	cow	disappearing	
into	the	tawny	landscape,	the	
story	began	many	years	before.

looking down 
from the heavens
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in this remote region. With the support of investors and 
donors, including Jan Verburg and burgland charitas, 
they established the lifeline clinic at epukiro, with a 
full-time nurse and doctor (a rare staff complement for an 
African clinic) to provide basic health care for the largely 
san settlement and to transport patients to hospital 
when the case was too severe to treat. initially acting as 
an outreach service, the clinic now treats at least 3 500 
people per year.

the couple’s compassion didn’t end there. three years 
later they established the N/a’an ku sê Foundation 
and N/a’an ku sê Wildlife sanctuary for orphaned and 
injured wild animals, and soon after initiated their 
popular volunteer programme. the Foundation has 
since been extended to include N/a’an ku sê lodge, the 
Namib carnivore conservation centre in solitaire and,  
more recently, the Neuras-N/a’an ku sê Wine and 
Wildlife estate. 

the large N/a’an ku sê Foundation balances the 
income-generating projects with the services it provides 
in a delicate juggling act. it depends on donations, 
sponsorships and partnerships, and the Adopt-an-
Animal and sponsor-a-child programmes to fill in the 
large gaps that remain. the words N/a’an ku sê are 
Ju/’Hoansi for ‘god (or heaven) is looking down on us’, 

and indeed He (or it) is, as the Foundation continues to 
expand and incorporate new ventures, with its various 
arms assisting to fund one other.

i was drawn back to the restaurant of the upmarket 
lodge where leah llach, the digital marketing manager, 
enlightened me on the Foundation, and told me about the 
busy volunteer programme established at the sanctuary. 
For visitors to the country, the opportunity to work 
with African animals in a bush setting is a life-changing 
experience, with many returning for a longer stretch 
after completing the two-week programme. 

leah had arrived in much the same manner and 
immediately after returning to her hometown in califor-
nia started to organise her next stint. the volunteer 
programme is part educational, part fun (as leah 
explains), and plenty of hard work. the group of up to 
42 volunteers is involved in food preparation, enclosure 
patrol, game counts and project work, which involves 
anything that needs to be done on the 3 200-hectare 
property, from digging a trench to bush clearing. 

the volunteers also have ample animal time, walking 
with baby baboons and caracals, and helping to hand-
raise the orphans that are brought to the sanctuary. An 
important cog in the N/a’an ku sê wheel, the volunteers, 
or ‘voluntourists’ as they are called, help to fund the 

For visitors to the 
country, the opportunity to 
work with African animals 
in the Namibian bush is a 
life-changing experience.
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entire operation and add to the staff component of 
interns, research biologists, wildlife co-ordinators, and 
the lodge, finance and marketing staff.

Visitors to the lodge have a choice of activities, 
including the behind the scenes tour, most popular 
excursion of the sanctuary; the Feeding tour; the bird 
Walk; a visit to the Petting Farm; and the cheetah/
caracal Walk. guests at solitaire and Neuras, further 
afield, are able to join cheetah- and leopard-tracking 
activities. these additions to N/a’an ku sê provide 
excellent bases for research, giving biologists the 
opportunity to monitor translocated cheetah and leopard 
after release and to accumulate valuable information for 
a better understanding of the species. this will be used 
to help alleviate the ongoing predator-farmer conflict 
and for future conservation efforts and management.  
the carnivore conservation research Project has worked 
with over a hundred cheetah, leopard and brown hyaena.

All eyes are now on the Foundation as it tends to a 
clutch of African wild dogs it has raised from pups found 
abandoned in a den in north-eastern Namibia. As the 
worldwide population of African wild dogs dwindles, 
the life of every animal is important for the survival of 
the species. the Foundation plans to reintroduce the 
endangered animals into the wild and is attempting to 
locate suitable groups to absorb them. the world is also 
eagerly watching the Wild Animal Orphans tV series, 
which highlights the special relationship marlice has 
with some of the many animals that have been brought 
to the sanctuary.

the time arrived to take leave of the golden hills above 
Windhoek and the smiling san lodge staff, and to return 
to life in the capital city, 40 km to the west, leaving 
behind the san god, or cheetah god, or the deity i hoped 
was up in the heavens looking benevolently down on the 
ever-growing N/a’an ku sê enterprise and all it entails.

In the Wild 
Animal orphans 

TV series, the special 
relationship Marlice has 
with some of the animals 

in the sanctuary is 
highlighted.
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What a strange flower… it’s remarkable 
how many dwarf shrubs there are… what 
are all these different grasses? Have you 

ever entertained such thoughts while travelling from 
one destination to the next through Namibia’s vast and 
largely unspoiled, wide-open spaces? my advice is to 
stop, get out of your car and take a closer look. you will 
be well rewarded!

Namibia’s flora is fascinating, diverse and special. 
there are well over 4 000 species, possibly enough to 
make even the most dedicated naturalist give up in 
despair! by comparison, the bird diversity in the entire 
southern African region is only about 20% of the plant 
diversity of Namibia. on the other hand, we are losing 
biodiversity faster than ever. it is therefore critical that 
we know what’s out there, before it’s too late.

my new book is designed to help in this regard, as 
it gives a user-friendly and jargon-free introduction to 
Namibia’s flora by illustrating some of the most common 
plants. While i’ve entitled it ‘roadside plants’, we’re 
looking well beyond the road reserve, as it includes 
plants commonly seen in the wider vicinity of Namibia’s 
most-travelled routes.

Text	and	photographs	Antje burke

My	greatest	ambition	is	to	
make	information	on	Namibia’s	
flora	more	widely	accessible	
–	particularly	to	the	young,	
upcoming	breed	of	Namibian	
naturalists	who,	unfortunately,	
seem	to	be	heading	towards	
becoming	an	‘endangered	species’.	
The	selection	of	only	eleven	
roadside	plants	to	write	about	was	
not	easy,	but	hopefully	readers	will	
find	some	of	their	favourite	plants	
in	this	book,	and	will	enjoy	reading	
about	them.

111 Roadside plants  
a user-friendly introduction to namibian flora

Heavily	armed	to	ward	off	would-be	plant	eaters,	with	fruit	that	
is	poisonous	to	humans	but	not	to	birds,	the	thorny	solanum,	
Solanum	rigescentoides,	is	endemic	to	Namibia.	It	grows	largely	
along	the	escarpment	and	on	inselbergs	in	the	Namib	Desert.

Although	many	hibiscus	species	are	used	in	gardens,	the	
horticulture	potential	of	Namibia’s	striking	desert	hibiscus,	
Hibiscus	elliottiae,	has	not	yet	been	explored.

Blister	beetles	chewing	the	large,	attractive	flowers	of	the	desert	
broom,	Sisyndite	spartea,	one	on	the	most	abundant	large	
shrubs	in	southern	Namibia
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Well over 50% of the 
plants included in this book 
have some recorded, direct 
economic use, be it medicinal, 
for building purposes, or 
for human consumption.

And this is not all: the book is much more than a flower 
guide. it synthesises the many years of research on 
Namibia’s plant life and presents an up-to-date account 
of Namibia’s vegetation, the distribution of plant species 
and explanations of why certain plants grow where they 
grow, and where we are likely to see them. 

A wealth of information was gleaned from Namibia’s 
well-catalogued and computerised plant database – not 
necessarily something to take for granted in a developing 
country. Without the many ‘busy bees’ working behind 
the scenes at Namibia’s National botanical research 
institute, the 111 distribution maps of plants included in 
the guide would not have been possible.  

yet, as elsewhere, there are also many threats to 
Namibia’s flora: poor land management, clearing of 
vegetation for crop farming, the built environment, 
mining developments, invasive alien plants and illegal 
collecting of iconic species, such as rare succulents, are 
all threats to the survival of some of Namibia’s plants. 
charismatic stem succulents such as the halfmens 
(Pachypodium namaquanum) and the giant quiver tree 
(Aloe pillansii) have been dug up ruthlessly in the past 
to be planted in gardens. As a result, Aloe pillansii is 
now on the endangered species list. to reverse these 
negative trends, the new book also provides tools for 
managing Namibia’s plant life better, and includes maps 
that pinpoint where particular attention is needed.

Having loved plants 
since early childhood, 
and worked and lived 
in Namibia for 24 
years, Antje Burke 
knows Namibian flora 
well. After completing 

her PhD at the Gobabeb Research and Training 
Centre, she worked as a lecturer and then as an 
environmental consultant. But she never lost sight 
of her real passion – plant ecological research. Her 
recent book reflects this, and it is her greatest wish 
that the book will also entice others, particular-
ly the young generation of scientists, to develop a 
passion for Namibia’s remarkable flora.     

Above and beyond their all-abundant use as fodder, 
browse or grazing and firewood, and considering the 
services plants render to maintaining healthy ecosystems 
and thus our environment, well over 50% of the plants 
included in the book have some reported economic 
uses, whether for medicinal and building purposes, 
or for human consumption. so there is no question 
that Namibia’s plant life has an enormous and largely 
unappreciated economic value.

Did you know?
•	That	the	renowned	Namib	endemic	pencil	
bush	(Arthraerua	leubnitziae)	does	not	absorb	
fog	water,	because	wax	crystals	in	the	furrows	of	
its	stems	render	them	water	repellent,	causing	
the	water	to	run	off,	thereby	ensuring	that	the	
breathing	pores	of	the	plant	are	not	blocked.

•	That	many	of	Namibia’s	nitrogen-fixing	acacias	
fight	to	achieve	a	balance	between	water	
efficiency	and	nitrogen	fixation,	and	support	
nitrogen-fixing	bacteria	only	at	their	roots,	
where	they	can	obtain	adequate	water.	So	
under	water-stressed	conditions,	no	nitrogen	
fixation	takes	place.	

•	That	Namibia	has	an	exceptionally	rich	
endemic	flora	(well	over	600	species),	
matched	only	by	South	Africa	in	the	southern	
African	region.	Most	of	these	are	restricted	
to	the	Namib	Desert,	having	evolved	special	
adaptations	to	this	harsh	environment	over	43	
million	years.					

Common	throughout	the	country,	sweet-thorn,	Acacia	karroo,	
has	the	ability	to	fix	nitrogen	through	root-inhabiting	bacteria,	
but	can	only	do	so	when	it	receives	sufficient	water.		
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Art
  dimensions          

Flamingo	provides	background	
information	on	the	latest	and	
greatest	exhibitions,	productions	
and	events	on	the	visual	and	
performing	arts	scene	in	Namibia.

MAD ARt bY iotA Compiled		marita van rooyen

No one could ignore it when the Mad Max: 
Fury Road film crew was in Namibia. 
their monster trucks and famous actors and 

actresses simply did not go unnoticed. Although the 
team has since left the country, in spirit they are still 
here, hanging out in swakopmund’s Art Stop gallery 
as iOTA’s Charity Exhibition.

iotA, an actor from Australia who was cast as  
com-doof Warrior, donated his artworks to the gallery 
with the request that profits from sales go to charity. 
this extraordinary artist is also one of Australia’s most 
enigmatic, talented and original singer/songwriters, 
and has won numerous awards for his work. He had 
dabbled in painting a couple of years ago, but only when 
operating in the barren surroundings of swakopmund 
did he have the space and time to venture along this 
route more passionately. this is the first time that he 
managed to put enough work together for an exhibition.

iotA drew his inspiration from walking around 
swakopmund and meeting up with people representing 
different cultures and nationalities. these experiences 
inspired the African Bubblegum Queen and  
Protection paintings. 
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Profits from the exhibition will go towards buying 
desks, chairs and some books for a small library in the 
eagle christian centre in mondesa, and a container for 
storage purposes. the exhibition will be on show until 
31 January at Art stop (previously the Art gallery) in 
the brauhaus Arcade, swakopmund.

box oFFice All She Ever Wanted

thE FilM 
Born	 into	 a	 stable	 family	 with	 one	
older	 sibling,	 Emma's	 childhood	
dream	 was	 to	 have	 kids	 when	 she	
was	grown	up.	But	seven	months	into	
her	 pregnancy	 –	 two	months	 shy	 of	
what	 appeared	 to	be	 a	 dream	come	
true	–	Emma	loses	her	baby.	She	has	
lost	the	one	thing	she	had	dreamt	of;	
a	brutal	reality	she	has	to	face.	Emma	
struggles	to	come	to	terms	with	what	
has	happened	and	blames	herself	for	
the	loss	of	her	baby.

thE DiREctoR
Errol	 Geingob	 aspired	 to	 be	 a	 film	
director	 from	 a	 young	 age.	 His	 first	
film,	 Cynthia,	 was	 aired	 on	 NBC	 in	
2001.	 To	date	 Errol	 has	 directed	over	
15	productions,	 including	short	films,	
music	 videos,	 documentaries	 and	
a	 feature	 film.	 About	 All She Ever 
Wanted,	 he	 says,	 “I	 wanted	 the	 film	
to	have	a	 realistic	 look	at	a	character	
in	pain,	 but	 also	 to	 restore	 the	hope	
and	 aspirations	 of	 those	 who	 have	
suffered	a	loss.”

More on the Namibian Movie Collection 
at http://www.africavenir.org/

The 

                   Charity Exhibition 
                                  Opening 8 December @ 18h30 

                            Art Stop 
                                                        (Previously The Art Gallery)   

                                  
     Brauhaus Arcade - Swakopmund - 404312                                                                                   
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PDk the group with an 
electrifying unique presence!

Pdk is made up of Patrick, dion and kamtonyo. 
the trio first started off as dancers known  
as the Action boys to Action geez. While in 

high school, they performed at beauty pageants and 
talent shows and became popular for their vibrant 
dance moves.

the trio has been making music for six years. they 
hail from the northern Namibian town of oshakati. 
Patrick is the singing sensation in the group; dion has a 
unique style that cannot compare to anyone else’s; and 
kamtonyo is a combination of the two.

Pdk has a very strong stage presence, giving per-
formances that are vibrant, if not explosive. the three 
have an ever-growing fan base across Namibia with a 
particular stronghold of diehard fans. the group derives 
inspiration for their music from reality. “We sing about 
reality rather than fiction; about dreams and goals we 
are trying to achieve; and about what’s happening in 
the world; and, of course, about love.”

the Pdk musicians are loved for their unique sounds, 
stage presence, dance moves, style fusions and mix of 
Afro-pop and dancehall moves. the trio has been super-
active in the Namibian entertainment scene and has 

Text	Zenao Angula

collaborated with some of the country’s biggest names 
in music, including kwaito star and channel o award 
winner the dog, ees and one of Namibia’s highest-
selling artists, tate buti. they have also worked with 
Zambian artist shyman.

Pdk has released a total of six albums. their 
current album is entitled: Fiyotakush, translated as  
‘until sunrise’. it is a 17-track album that is universal, 
persuasive, and necessary. it portrays originality, 
change and growth.
Fiyotakushi follows in the footsteps of Moko, but 

has an extra party edge.

The album is available countrywide: For orders contact: 
Kandenge (081 277 4343) and Lucia (081 292 5897).
For bookings: +264 81 127 3622

Follow PDK on: http://www.facebook.com/
pages/PDK/149547821761313?fref=ts

View videos on Youtube:  
PDK- Dirty Kandeshi HD or PDK- Moko
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A joint venture between the Arts Association Heritage trust (AAHt) 
and the National Art gallery of Namibia (NAgN), the Annual  
Visual Art museum Programme (AVAmP) comprises a selection of 

artworks from the AAHt collection and the NAgN Permanent collection. 
exhibited from April until 
the end of August 2012, the 
collection is now available 
in catalogue form for col-
lectors and art appreciators 
worldwide to have a visual 
and informational record 
of historical and contem-
porary artworks and the  
artists who created them.

curator of the AAHt, elize van Huyssteen, says that most of the works 
represented are from local artists, but that there are also some artworks 
from beyond Namibia’s borders. “these works are not only highly  
recommended pieces of art, but also act as inspiration and encouragement for  
Namibian artists to expand their horizons, techniques, and mediums.” 
AVAmP also acts as an educational tool to foster art appreciation and  
understanding of art in Namibia.

the exhibition showcased some 150 works of two- and three-dimensional 
formats. “the artworks depicted work from the 1940s up until today, but 
this year we’ve focused specifically on the more contemporary works from 
our collections,” explains Acting director of the NAgN, luness mpunwa. 
the catalogue contains a selection of 75 of these artworks.

local artists represented in the catalogue are Ndasuunye shikongeni, 
yenz kyl, erik schnack, Arnfried blatt, Adolph Jentsch, Hercules Viljoen, 
trudi dicks, tony Figueira, Fritz krampe, Joseph madisia, Anita Heystek,  
Alpheus mvula, Helga kohl, imke rust, Amy schoeman, kim kabelo 
modise, and susan mitchinson. 

the NAgN is located at the corner of John meinert street and robert 
mugabe Avenue. it also houses a vibrant gallery shop with a wide variety 
of locally produced art and craft items. the AVAmP catalogue is available at 
the gallery shop at N$120.

text marita van rooyen

the NAtioNAl Art gAllery 
oF NAmibiA, Windhoek

John sampson finds inspiration 
in images crossing his mind; 
subliminal visions from the sub-
conscious; something someone has 
said or something that happened. 
the san people and their mis-
fortunes have been a favourite 
topic. in this mixed media work  
the artist has created a course, 
textured background with Namib 
desert sand, covered with a white 
acrylic paint strip and seven small 
black tourmaline stones in seq-
uence to shape a worm. the ‘rain 
worm’ or /Nanub#unib!  (damara 
Nama) is a small mixed-media (105 
x 250 mm) work on paper, scanned 
and printed with archival inks 
onto a larger size (410 x 875 mm)  
acid-free paper. the work is on 
display in the lower museum gallery 

of the NAgN.

viewing times
Mon–Fri: 08:00–17:00

Sat 09:00-14:00
Tel: 061 23 1160

Cell: 081 275 0678

the National Art gallery of Namibia is 
located at the corner of John meinert 
street and robert mugabe Avenue. it 
houses a vibrant gallery shop with a 
wide variety of locally produced art and 
craft items.

/NANub#uNib!

John Sampson 
Giglée print on paper,  

410 x 875 mm
 2003

Annual Visual Art Museum 
Programme 2012
Art museums articulate the centrality of art in 
life… in our entertainment-saturated world, it is to 
art museums that we should all be able to turn in 
search of a context for life today, where experts may 
build on the shoulders of giants who came before us.

Maxwell L Anderson, Director and ceo of the  
Indianapolis museum of art

National Art Gallery of Namibia & Arts Association Heritage Trust

Annual Visual Art Museum
Exhibition Programme 2012 (AVAMP)
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Text	and	photographs		Marita van Rooyen

“...scenes	so	lovely	must	have	
been	gazed	upon	by	angels	in	
their	flight.”
David	Livingstone	was	rightfully	impressed	when	he	
first	set	eyes	on	the	majesty	of	the	Victoria	Falls	in	
1855.

A greater Zimbabwe
hanging out where  
the smoke thunders As Africa’s one and only natural wonder – 

forming part of the seven Wonders of the 
World – the Victoria Falls is world-renowned. 

it forms part of the 56 000-hectare Zambezi National 
Park, and is the largest single sheet of falling water in 
the world. A uNesco Natural World Heritage site, 
the falls are 1.7 kilometres wide. during the Zambezi 
river's peak-flow period close to 550 million litres of 
water cascade every minute 70 to 108 metres into the 
chasm below.

A place with ‘soul-stirring power, breathtaking 
beauty, and life-elevating majesty’, Victoria Falls town 
is also the unchallenged adventure capital of the world.

This	is	the	second	of	a	series	of	five	articles,	giving	a	fresh,	user-friendly	take	on	tourism	in	Zimbabwe.

Soul-stirring	power,	breathtaking	beauty,	and	life-elevating	majesty...	experience	it,	right	here!

Air	Namibia	

flies	direc
tly	

to	Harare,	fou
r	

times	a	week.

www.airnamibia.com
.na
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Experience it
Victoria Falls consists of five different falls. Four of 

these are in Zimbabwe: the devil's cataract, main Falls, 
rainbow Falls and Horseshoe Falls; while the eastern 
cataract is in the bordering country of Zambia. but this 
is probably not as relevant as the variety of activities 
you can engange in around these famous falls.

For the adrenaline chasers, the most popular are those 
that include water (needless to say): bungee jumping 
111 metres off Africa’s most famous bridge; swinging 
over no-man’s land with rumbling waterfalls right next 
to you; zip-lining across the batoka gorge; ‘flying’ while 
suspended horizontally 20 metres above the rapids;  
or going wild white-water rafting on the mighty 
Zambezi river. 

For the less adventurous, or better-safe-than-sorry 
kind, there’s an even greater selection of activities to 
keep you inspired until your next lifetime. 

go fishing on the Zambezi; walk around the Falls, 
spend time at each of the 16 viewpoints, ending with 
a tour of the bridge; take the Flight of Angels, where 

A	section	of	the	falls	during	the	dry	season;	
spectacular	as	always.

Feed	an	African	giant	while	admiring	its	tusks...

The	Falls	Walk	opens	up	an	amazing	rain-forest	experience	right	on	the	edge	of	
the	thundering	waters.	Take	a	raincoat	along	during	the	wet	season.

The world’s best eating experience…
One	of	the	world’s	best	culinary	experiences	is	waiting	for	

you	at	Vic	Falls.	The	Boma	place	of	Eating	is	an	experience	that	
bombards	the	senses,	in	a	totally	good	way.	
Eaters	are	welcomed	with	a	length	of	exquisite	African	fabric,	

and	being	given	a	couple	of	painted	dots	on	the	face,	before	
being	lead	to	their	tables,	which	are	divided	into	sections	
placed	underneath	a	massive	thatched	roof	and	named	after	
local	villages.	While	you	wait	for	your	starter,	you	can	have	
your	hands	washed	in	the	traditional	African	way,	have	your	
fortune	told	at	the	in-house	sangoma’s	hut,	buy	wooden	
souvenirs	from	two	seasoned	crafters,	or	just	sit	back	and	enjoy	
the	splendour	of	an	authentic	African	eating	experience.	The	
food	is	straight	from	the	bush,	and	includes	a	variety	of	famous	
game	dishes,	meats,	fish	and	vegetarian	options,	grilled	to	
perfection	right	in	front	of	your	eyes.	After	dessert,	Boma	
guests	are	treated	to	an	interactive	drumming	experience,	
accompanied	by	traditional	dancers	and	entertainers,	while	
the	in-house	artist	paints	a	piece	of	Zimbabwe	on	your	cheek.	
Have	a	mopane	worm	and	get	a	certificate	to	prove	it,	or	have	
your	hair	braided…	the	adventures	here	are	endless!

...or	spend	the	afternoon	following	the	king	of	the	jungle.	pick	
your	adventure!





lunch grabbed by a cheeky monkey might be seen as an 
adventure by some, and for these ‘activities’ there are 
ample opportunities, without you even having to book 
for them!

Best times to visit
the Falls is a pumping tourist attraction all year 

round, but do keep in mind that during the summer 
months (November to march) the weather is hot and 
humid, while during the winter it is pleasantly cool 
and dry. october is the driest month and the falls are 
at their lowest, but this allows photographers to come 
closer to the edge without becoming drenched in the 
spray produced by the thundering waters. the Falls are 
usually at their peak during march.

55                       .com.na

you’ll have the opportunity to see the magnificence of 
the Falls as heavenly beings experience it; canoe on the 
placid waters of the upper Zambezi, cold beer in hand; 
go on an elephant-back safari; stroll with lions; spend 
time with crocodiles; do a sunset boat cruise; take the 
historical Victoria Falls tram or steam train; or visit the 
Victoria Falls safari lodge over lunchtime and watch the 
crew feed a group of hungry vultures. For those who’ll 
be in town during full moon, do yourself a favour and 
book the moonlight viewing activity to experience the 
unique lunar rainbow as it colours the Falls. 

of course, walking knees-first into a warthog family 
in the main street of Victoria Falls town, or having your 

Experience	the	mighty	Zambezi!	Here	a	group	of	fishermen	return	to	the	shore.
Life	on	the	Zambezi	goes	hand	in	hand	
with	checking	out	large,	lazy	families	of	
Hippopotamus amphibius.

Before	embarking	on	a	boat	cruise,	skippers	need	to	warn	their	
guests	not	to	consume	too	many	beers	on	the	Zambezi	River.	
The	results	could	prove	fatal!

…and inspirational artists
At	the	Victoria	Falls	flea	market	you’ll	meet	motivational	

artists	such	as	Michael	Nyakusvora,	who	has	been	carving	
wood	since	the	age	of	10	when	he	started	assisting	his	
grandfather.	His	work	subsequently	progressed	to	stone	
sculpting,	which	nowadays	is	working	with	spring-stone,	and	
he	remains	an	ever-present	influence	within	the	mainstream	
of	the	Shona	sculpture	movement.	Human	and	animal	forms	
are	mostly	depicted,	as	well	as	society,	culture	and	beliefs.
Simba	Mucheka	of	the	Art	Africa	Gallery	(where	Michael	also	
shows	some	of	his	works)	is	another	artist	who	‘just	wants	
to	share	his	voice,	as	all	other	artists	do’.	As	sales	director,	he	
does	a	great	deal	of	market	research	to	ensure	his	products	
are	unique	and	meet	customer	demand,	which	he	says	can	be	
very	diverse.	In	his	gallery	you’ll	find	anything	from	wire	soap	
holders	and	printed	fabrics,	to	stone	and	wood	sculptures.

The 2013 UNWTO General Assembly
Zimbabwe,	in	conjunction	with	Zambia,	has	won	the	

bid	to	co-host	the	2013	United	Nations	World	Tourism	
Organisation	(UNWTO)	General	Assembly	at	Victoria	Falls	
in	August.	The	event	is	expected	to	attract	a	significant	
number	of	international	business	people	and	tourists	to	
this	African	landmark.

part	3	of	the	series	will	cast	an	eye	over	two	of	the	country’s	top	national	parks:	Hwange National Park and Matobo Hills.
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  quite  
interesting, 
  or	what?

FAlSE FRiENDS (part	Two)

those who learn languages other than their 
own will sometimes come across words that 
mean very different things than they do in 
ours. linguistic experts call these words 'false 
cognates'  or faux amis (literally 'false friends').

each (Gaelic) – horse
evening (irish) – afternoon
eventual (russian) – possible
fabric (russian) – factory
fade (German) – boring, insipid, dull
faint (chinese) – fun 
farmer (Hungarian) – jeans
fart (Polish) – good luck
fart (swedish) – speed
fast (German) – almost
fax (Latin) – torch
fear (irish) – man
fig (caribbean creole) – banana
flint (swedish) – bald head 
fool (Moroccan) – beans
full (norwegian) – drunk
fun (Lao) – dream
gap (swedish) – jaws, mouth
gas (afrikaans) – guest
gift (turkish) – go away
gland (French) – acorn
go (tibetan) – door
gobbo (Gaulish) – mouth
goof (Hebrew) – body
grubby (Polish) – fat person
gulp (afrikaans) – slit, gush, spout 
gush (Farsi, afghanistan/iran) – ear

Adam Jacot de boinod was 

a researcher on the first series 

of qi (quite interesting), the BBc 

quiz programme hosted by Stephen 

Fry. He is a linguist who looks at the 

wonderful vocabulary, both in the 

english language and in the foreign 

languages of the world and is the 

author of The Meaning of Tingo 

published by Penguin Books. 

ENGliSh qUiZ
small worthless apples remaining on the 
tree after the crop has been gathered 
are (in Wiltshire dialect):

(a) Griggles
(b) Groggles
(c) Gruggles
(d) Graggles?

FoREiGN qUiZ
‘Binti’ is the name for an eccentric game 
in which…

(a) Nigerian women skip a series of 
increasingly complicated patterns, 
at ever-increasing speed until one of 
them falls over, or becomes too dizzy to 
carry on;

(b) Philippino men take turns to kick 
one another on the back of their calves, 
until one of them falls over or is in too 
much pain to continue; or

(c) indian children, massed in gangs, 
throw sticks at one another until the 
opposition has all fallen over or been 
forced to retreat?



www.tala.com.na

For fine art prints & image library contact:
elmarie@mac.com.na
Cell +264 (0)81 277 3334

Now also available at Namcrafts in 
Independence Avenue, Tel +264 (0)61 250342
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MY FAvoURitE woRDS 
FROM	THE	WORLD’S	
LANGUAGES

 ą Rhwe (Tsonga,	South	Africa):	to	sleep	on	
the	floor	without	a	mat	and	usually	drunk	
and	naked

 ą wingerdgriep (Afrikaans):	a	hangover	
(literally,	vineyard	flu)

 ą Mbwandira	(Chichewa,	Malawi):	to	
catch	a	small	animal	like	a	bird	or	mouse	
by	pouncing	on	top	of	it

 ą Dede (Swahili):	to	stand	uncertainly	like	a	
child	just	beginning	to	walk	when	not	held

 ą Gila talak	(Malay):	a	husband	or	wife	
who	are	divorced	yet	wishing	very	much	
to	reunite

iDioMS oF thE woRlD 
THE	pOT	CALLING	THE	
KETTLE	BLACK

 ą kakov pop takov i prikhod (russian): 
Like priest, like church. 

 ą Æblet falder ikke langt fra stamen 
(Danish): the apple doesn't fall far from  
the trunk.

 ą ibn al bat ‘awwam (arabic): the son of a 
duck is a floater. 

 ą Filho de peixe sabe nadar (portuguese): 
a fish's child knows how to swim. 

 ą De tal palo tal astilla (Spanish): From 
such stick comes such splinter. 

 ą hijo de tigre sale rayado (central 
american Spanish): Son of the tiger turns 
out striped.

 ą barewa tayi gudu danta ya yi rarrafe 
(hausa, nigeria): how can the offspring of 
a gazelle crawl when its mother is a fast 
runner?

qUiZ ANSwERS 
ENGliSh: (a) Griggles

FoREiGN: (b) Philippino men take turns to kick one another on 
the back of their calves, until one of them falls over or is in too 
much pain to continue

THE	WORD	 
DRUMMER		
(horSe-racIng LIngo)  

 
a horse that throws his forelegs about 
irregularly 

www.tala.com.na

For fine art prints & image library contact:
elmarie@mac.com.na
Cell +264 (0)81 277 3334

Now also available at Namcrafts in 
Independence Avenue, Tel +264 (0)61 250342



the ostriches in Fantasia are dressed like 
female ballerinas, with pink pointe shoes, large 
pink bows around their heads and heavy eye 

shadow and lipstick. the problem is that the cartoons 
depict the beautifully plumed black-and-white male 
ostriches, not the dull, brown, mousy dust-coloured 
female ones! the mere thought of the conservative 
1940s movie audiences unknowingly applauding and 
enjoying cross-dressing ostriches is hilarious.

When visiting a lodge that had some ostriches raised 
in captivity, i had the opportunity to really look at 
these big birds from close by. goodness, they are 
ugly! so much so that they’re actually cute. but i also 
realised that they could be dangerous. According to the 
Living Library, ostriches are the largest and heaviest 
living bird. the males are taller than most men (that 
is excluding the NbA [National basketball Association] 

Text	Jackie Marie
photographs tim Sträter, Stig Nygaard, 
brian burger

In	the	1940	Disney	Classic,	
Fantasia,	there	is	a	segment	
of	animated	dancing	ostriches,	
hippos,	and	other	animals	set	to	
ponchielli’s	Dance of the Hours.	
For	many	years	before	focusing	
on	African	wildlife,	I	loved	
watching	that	cartoon	movie	and	
enjoyed	how	the	animals	danced	
to	the	music	and	acted	out	a	
fun	boy-meets-girl	romance.	
But	now,	after	living	in	Namibia,	
wildlife	has	taken	on	a	rather	
different	meaning.

Mr or Mrs 
ostrich?
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stars), standing between 2 and 2.7 metres (6 feet  
5 inches to 8 feet 6 inches), and they can weigh up to 
150 kg (330 pounds!) i was surprised to learn that their 
eyes at 5 cm across (nearly two inches!) are the second 
largest of any animal, with whales having the largest! 

in Fantasia, there is a cartoon close-up of an ostrich 
batting huge eyes with long, mascara-covered eyelashes. 
Now i see where they got that idea!

With those huge feet, ostriches can run very fast and 
are formidable in self-defence! they kick hard and 
are known to inflict painful wounds to predators who 
try to make a meal of them or their chicks. they can 
outdistance most of their predators by running 50 km/h 
(31 miles p/hr) over a distance of 30 km (18 miles). An 
ostrich kick to the jaw can do serious damage, even to 
a large predator.

it is the young ostriches that are especially vulnerable 
to predators. the ostrich’s most redeeming feature is 
not the lovely leather that commercially farmed ostrich 
skins generate for beautiful handbags, but the fact that 
the males raise and protect their young. 

males mate with several females, having one particular 
hen with which they raise all the offspring, even those 
of the other females. the dominant male guards and 
hatches his eggs, then raises (with the dominant female) 
all the chicks. the female with her lighter coloured 

plumage sits on the nest during the day, and the male 
with the darker feathers sits at night. they can hatch 
over 20 eggs at a time (there could be as many as 80 
collected in the nest) and they are fiercely protective of 
their young. 

When travelling around the etosha National Park in 
Namibia and other locations, ostriches are constantly in 
view. they usually hang out with zebra, springbok and 
other game on the plains or at the waterholes. ostrich 
actually do not need to drink, as they extract most of 
the moisture they require from the plants they eat. 
this is especially a good fit for the semi-arid conditions 
in Namibia where a variety of succulent plants are in 
abundance in certain areas. 

i was told that when the male ostrich’s face and 
neck turns red, he is ready to mate and can be quite 
aggressive. so i guess he really does put on his lipstick 
and go out to socialise!

ostriches are a highly successful species in Namibia. 
Aside from their adaptability to arid conditions and the 
heat of the summer days, they are omnivorous, feeding 
primarily on seeds, leaves, roots, flowers and shrubs. 
they also eat locusts and other bugs. 

the ostrich has a long intestine of over 14 metres 
(about 46 feet), which allows it to eat all kinds of rough 
stuff and break it down. they often eat pebbles and 

Males mate  
with several females, 
having one particular 
hen with which they 

raise all the eggs, even 
those of the other 

females.





is very healthy to eat, as it is low in fat and cholesterol. 
i used to cringe when my husband, born and raised in 
Namibia, would look at beautiful wild game and enjoy 
the view, but then at the same time comment on the taste 
and recipe possibilities of their meat. 

After seeing the sustainable wildlife management 
programmes in Namibia and learning about the massive 
increase in game animals in the country through 
the successful community-based natural resource 
management programme (cbrNm), my enjoyment of 
gemsbok steaks, eland stew, and springbok or kudu filets 
increased in leaps and bounds. ostrich meat recipes are 
available on line. these animals are not endangered or 
rare, and are not listed on any uN animal species ‘watch 
list’. sustainable use of the farmed ostrich is non-wasteful, 
controlled, monitored and in balance with nature. 

So when you see ostriches in Namibia and 
think of their Fantasia feminine image, smile 
and enjoy the view.
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sand and store them in their gizzards to help them 
break down tough plant material that they swallow.

ostriches are now farmed commercially in many 
places in the world, including Namibia. their leather 
looks beautiful fashioned into handbags and other 
commodities. While ostrich meat resembles sirloin, it 

Sustainable 
use of the farmed 

ostrich is non-wasteful, 
controlled, monitored 

and in balance 
with nature.



Send us your 

beSt Holiday 

picS and you could 

Win a return trip 

to any air namibia 

deStination!

flamingo@

mac.com.na

LORETELLI	GIULIA silent descent

CIAVARELLA	ANDREA	graceful gaze

Our Journeys Change Lives                                                          wilderness-safaris.com

enter a photograph of your most treasured 
experience while on holiday in N amibia, and 
stand a chance of winning a return flight on 

Air Namibia to the land of wide-open spaces and  
abundant wildlife.

Passengers on Air Namibia are invited to share me-
morable moments with fellow passen gers on this 
page in Flamingo. enter your photograph in any 
format you like. (When submitting your photo-
graph, please give it a title and state your full name, 
date of flight and flight number. local residents 
must include a scan of their boarding pass).

A selection of the most stri king images will be chosen 
for the monthly travellers’  P hoto gallery. 

One overall winner will be chosen annually. 

Visit http://www.flamingo.com.na/ct/archive.

php for previous editions of  Flamingo

Travellers‘ photo Gallery
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FABIO	BERNARDI	celebrating spring

ANNA	CAREGLIO	brothers in arms
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c                    ai tai thai, the Asian food restaurant situated 
in swakopmund and owned by his brother 
guo qiang (sounds like gotchang), exudes his 

homeland china, a place he clearly adores and misses. 
the name of the restaurant is part homage to his wife’s 
Heimat, thailand, and part to his family name. 

but, fortunately for local foodies, guo qiang, a 
professional chef, decided to move to Namibia fives years 
ago at the behest of his brother, who was already living 
here. so he packed up his home, and brought his thai 
wife and three children to settle in the town perched on 
the edge of the Atlantic ocean. shortly afterwards, they 
opened Cai Tai Thai, which specialises in thai and 
chinese food. the Asican restaurant offers a wonderful 
escape from the standard Namibian restaurant fare of 
schnitzels, line fish and steak!
Cai Tai Thai didn’t immediately attract the crowds, 

which was a strange experience for the chef. He says 
in Asia a new restaurant attracts people like moths to 
a flame – they can’t wait to sample the new food and 
environs. in Namibia, it’s different though, and it took 
a while for locals to have the courage to take on what 
promised to be a rather different food experience. 
When they finally did though, word of mouth spread 
fast, and now his restaurant literally cooks every day. 

And the highlight for the chef is when customers 
walk out of the door happy. “if customers like the food, 
i’m happy,” he says with a smile. 

the menu offers a wide a variety of chinese and 
thai foods. two thirds of the dishes currently served 
are chinese, but guo qiang wants to add more thai 
dishes. He appreciates that fellow countrymen 
and those experienced in genuine Asian foods 
often ask him to prepare off-the-menu specials, 
which gives him a chance to throw together 
favourite dishes.

on the night we visit the restaurant, we 
sit in the courtyard, where the ambience is 
unmistakably Asian. in the background, the 

An Asican restaurant at the coast 
Cai Tai Thai, sWAkoPmuNd

where ANd wheN
the Cai Tai Thai Asian Restaurant is situated 
on a small side street directly opposite the 
swakopmund Hotel and casino parking space. 
you can’t miss it.  
open Wednesdays to Mondays, from 11:30 to 
14:00 and then from 16:00 to 21:00. 
closed on tuesdays.

hiss of the wok and the scrape of the utensils as guo 
qiang expertly tosses the dishes, add to the flavour of  
the evening.

during our chat the next day in the now quiet 
restaurant, guo qiang tells me stories about chinese 
and thai food. i’m given a glass of genuine Jasmine 
tea, which he imports directly from china. He says he 
loves rooibos tea, which he only got to know when he 
moved to Namibia. “i like it best with lime and honey,” 
he adds.

 
chEF’S choicE

A highlight from the szechuan province 
is the Szechuan pepper, a berry plucked from 

a shrub. it occurs only in the szechuan 
province of china. its other name is 
prickly ash and it’s a flavour bomb – 
spicy, peppery and minty. it numbs 

the tongue for a while, which 
makes it, says guo Qiang, an 

excellent remedy to treat mild 
toothache. Ask the chef for 

a peppercorn to taste!

Text	and	photographs	Jana-Mari Smith

Guo	Qiang	Cai’s	passion	for	the	food	he	
grew	up	with	in	his	birthplace	of	Tibet	
shines	through	the	second	you	meet	him.



4x4 ACCESSORIES

Tel: 061 295 7700 • 60 Mandume Ndemufayo, Windhoek •www.cymot.com

Visit our 
offroad centre for any 
of your 4x4 requirements
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Shop	Window

Our comfortable fully  
air-conditioned vehicles coupled 
with punctual, safe and reliable 

transfer’s services will ensure 
that your stay in Namibia will 
be a unique and memorable 

experience.

on-board Wi-Fi connectivity 

laptop plug-ins 

comfortable seating

television viewing

fully accessible for the  
physically challenged

We are your link  
between  

Hosea Kutako International 
Airport  

and Windhoek  
or anywhere else in Namibia. 

Tel: +264 61 210 532
Email:

support@airportshuttlenamibia.com
www.airportshuttlenamibia.com

Because of you we are here

Daily scheduled airport shuttle service



SMS ‘INSIGHT1’ to 50505 or contact us at Tel: +264 61 258 394/5
Email: info@northgate.com.na  Web: www.northgate.com.na

NorthgateTechnologies
Inspired by Tomorrow’s Possibilities

NorthgateTechnologies

Why not use Northgate Technologies’ cutting edge 
platform to communicate with your clients? We’re 
the leading developer of reliable and cost-effective 
SMS-driven business solutions in Namibia.

Contact us to fi nd out how we can create a customised 
mobile communication solution for your organisation.
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NAKARA WINDHOEK
Boutique

Shop G4 Mutual Tower
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E-mail: nakara@mweb.com.na
Web: www.nakara-namibia.com

SEELENBINDER FURS CC
Mutual & Federal Building
235 Independence Avenue

E-mail: seelfurs@mweb.com.na

KATHARINA KARL COSTUMES CC
Shop Atelier& Showroom

Carl List Mall
Independence Avenue

E-mail: manchen@iafrica.com.na
Web: www.katharina-karl.com

www.swakara.net

From desert to catwalk
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www.bankwindhoek.com.na

Navigate your financial future.

With Bank Windhoek’s Cheque Account Range, a world 
of opportunities opens to you. Selekt a package that suits 
your financial needs.

For more information, please visit your nearest branch today 
or call our Customer Contact Centre at Tel: 061 299 1200.

Terms & Conditions apply

Ordinary
Cheque

SELEKT
1000

SELEKT
2000

SELEKT
5000

SELEKT
10 000

Cheque
           Sea

Gulf of 
Investment

Agri Lake

By 
invitation

only.


