
1                       .com.na

October 2012

Air Namibia in-flight 
magazine 

Your free copy

www.flamingo.com.na
www.airnamibia.com.na



2                       .com.na



3                       .com.na





5                       .com.na



business
16 Air NAmibiA reward$
	 frequent	flyer	programme

31	 busiNess rouNd-up Cabinet	approves		
	 ambitious	Vision	Industial	Park	

always
7	 Air NAmibiA	message	from	the	MD

8	 Air NAmibiA	welcome	on	board

10	 Air NAmibiA	schedule

11	 Air NAmibiA	award-winning	service

12	 Air NAmibiA	your	gateway	to	Africa

13	 Air NAmibiA fleet

14	 Air NAmibiA cargo

15	 Air NAmibiA from	excellence	to	elegance 

18	 eveNts for	October

25	 visitors' Filo-FActs

48	 Art dimeNsioNs

66	 trAvellers' photo gAllery

69	 Food iN Focus	Jetty	1905

Flamingo is a complimentary magazine for 
all Air Namibia passengers and is published 
for Air Namibia by 
VeNture PublicAtioNs ANd 
destiNy iNVestmeNts
P O Box 21593 • 5 Storch Street
Windhoek, Namibia
tel (+264 61) 289 1600
Fax (+264 61) 22 0410
mArketiNg
Annalien basson
e-mail: flamingo@mac.com.na
sAles
selma mwatotele 
e-mail: quantz@iway.na
Adri van der Westhuizen
e-mail: getsetgomedia@gmail.com
grouP mANAgiNg editor
riéth van schalkwyk, Venture Publications
grouP teXt editor
Amy schoeman, Venture Publications
desigN
Advantage y&r
lAyout
clara schneider-Waterberg
AccouNts
libra services
AdmiNistrAtioN
bonn Nortjé, Venture Publications
PriNters
John meinert Printing, Windhoek
Air NAmibiA eNquiries
tel (+264 61) 299 6111/333
Fax (+264 61) 299 6146/6168
callcentre@airnamibia.aero
www.airnamibia.com.na

the editorial content of Flamingo is contributed by 
freelance writers and journalists. it is the sole respon-
sibility of the publisher and does not necessarily 
express opinions held by Air Namibia. No part of the 
magazine may be reproduced without written permis-
sion from the publisher.

copyright: Venture Publications

CoVer	
PhotograPh
Paul van schalkwyk

26

www.paulvans.com



features
23	 did you kNow? 	facts	on	zebra	in	Namibia

26	 brNg your childreN to NAmibiA!

34 villAge FeAsts ANd dry oshANAs

40  iNterview with erAstus hovekA
	 "	I	take	on	the	challenge"

42	 big stories About little thiNgs 
 tribute	to	Christine	Marais

44	 the AmAziNg ANAboom	

50	 siNg NAmibiA! sing	while	you	win!

57	 Quite iNterestiNg, or whAt?

61	 plANted iN NAmibiA's heArts ANd miNds
	 Johanna	Benson	wins	gold

62	 NAtioNAl mAriNe AQuArium an	essential		
	 role	in	public	education

october	2012

62

44

50

for further
information

 

Flamingo.com.na



8                       .com.na



9                       .com.na9                       .CoM.Na9                       .CoM.Na



10                       .com.na



11                       .com.na



12                       .com.na



13                       .com.na



14                       .CoM.Na



15                       .com.na15                       .CoM.Na





17                       .com.na



18                       .com.na



19                       .com.na



20                       .com.na

events	calendar 

Send 	your 	cont r ibut ions 	fo r 	the 	Events 	Ca lendar 	to 	f l amingo@mac .com.na 	by 	the 	15th 	o f 	the 	p rev ious 	month

SHOW
the windhoek industrial and Agricultural show  
takes place until the 6th (061 22 4748)

ExHibitiOn
A Silence in Time by Namibian artist papa shikongeni at 
the Nbic innovation village in glück street, windhoek west; 
media includes wood, papier-mâché and various printing 
techniques, until the 31st (061 207 2885, www.nbic.org.na)

ExHibitiOn
Movements, paintings of landscapes and people by swiss-
born, Namibian-based esther Fellner at the goethe centre 
until the 12th (061 22 5700, www.goethe.de)

ExHibitiOn 
Namibian artist gerdis stadtherr exhibits her paintings at 
the pure & simple gallery shop in windhoek until the end of 
october (061 24 0165)

ExHibitiOn 
Going nowhere, a collection of paintings by Namibian artist 
pieter basson at the blue Frog restaurant, Franco-Namibian 
cultural centre (FNcc), until the 9th (061 38 7330 or  
www.fncc.org.na)

currently running...

Going 
Nowhere 

44 ThursdayThursday

MOviE nigHtS
At the FNcc every wednesday 

at 18:30 (061 38 7330 or  
www.fncc.org.na)

ExHibitiOn
A collection of art by women 

Artists of Namibia at the National 
Art gallery (NAgN) in windhoek, 

until the 26th (061 23 1160)

3

5

Wednesday

Friday

COnCErt 
A jazz concert by Francis drake 
at the goethe centre at 19:30 

(061 24 8974)

COnCErt
crimson house blues perform 

their Smoke, Dust & Whiskey 
Tour II at dylan's, 17 Joule 
street, southern industrial 
Area, windhoek, at 20:00  

(081 128 7664)

Francis	
Drake	Trio
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october

Send	your 	cont r ibut ions 	fo r 	the 	Events 	Ca lendar 	to 	f l amingo@mac .com.na 	by 	the 	15th 	o f 	the 	p rev ious 	month
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Tuesday

Tuesday

Saturday

Saturday

Saturday

Saturday

Saturday

Saturday

Park talk 
discussion of the 2011 National 

leopard survey by Amon Andreas,  
ministry of the directorate of 

scientific services, and the  
ministry of environment and  
tourism, at the FNcc at 18:00  

(061 38 7330,  
www.fncc.org.na)

MOviE nigHt 
the feature film Lichter at the 
goethe centre in windhoek, 

german with english subtitles, 
at 19:15 (061 22 5700)

biOMarkEt
organic vegetables, freshly baked 

bread and home-made products at 
3 uhland street in klein windhoek 
from 08:00 to 12:00 every saturday 

(061 23 9555)

Old WHEElErS 
the day of the old wheeler takes 
place in stadion road in olympia, 
featuring restored vehicles, a beer 

tent and music, as from 11:00  
(061 23 1356)

guidEd Walk 
At the National botanical gardens 

in windhoek, starting at 08:00  
(061 202 2020)

tranCE Party  
Electric Spring, a psychedelic  

trance party, takes place at club 
london (4 Nasmith street) in wind-

hoek, with dJs Adhd and diablo 
sonido from south Africa and  
trigger happy and Jcd from  

Namibia, as from 21:00 
(londonnamibia@live.com)

OPEn day 
At the National botanical 

research institute, 8 orban 
street, windhoek, to celebrate 
the 2012/2013 Namibian year 
of the tree (Acacia tortilis) 

and the 15th anniversary 
of the botanical society of 

Namibia

CHarity
the annual hats, roses and 

champagne brunch in support 
of the cancer Association of 
Namibia takes place at the 
windhoek country club at 

09:00 (061 23 7740)

11

13

Thursday

Saturday

ExHibitiOn
Speech Bubble, a collection of 
comic strips and cariacatures 
by Namibians, opens at the 

blue Frog restaurant, FNcc, at 
18:30, until 8 November (061 38 

7330, www.fncc.org.na)

CyCling
the annual community run and 
mountain-bike challenge takes 

place at spitzkoppe as from 
06:30 (085 122 9577)

Lichter 
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bOOk Fair  
the First Namibia youth book 
Fair takes place at the FNcc, 

until the 28th (061 38 7330 or 
www.fncc.org.na)

aWardS  
the annual mtc Namibia 

sports commission – sport 
Awards ceremony take place 

at the windhoek country club 
at 19:00 (061 24 6105)

Send 	your 	cont r ibut ions 	fo r 	the 	Events 	Ca lendar 	to 	f l amingo@mac .com.na 	by 	the 	15th 	o f 	the 	p rev ious 	month

events 	calendar 
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27

31

27

Saturday

Monday

Saturday

Wednesday

Saturday

MOtOCrOSS
the bank windhoek Namibian 

National series enduro takes place 
in okahandja  

(www.namibianenduro.com)

agM 
the 20th sAbA (southern African 
broadcasting Association) Agm 
takes place at the country club 

resort in windhoek, until the 24th 
(browntwig@iway.na)

MarkEt
every last saturday of the month, 
a farmers’ market is hosted at the 

windhoek show grounds from 
08:00 to 13:00. use the bell street 

entrance (081 436 3049) 

ExPO 
the Namport erongo business 

and tourism expo, incorporating 
the standard bank Auto show, 

takes place at the walvis bay civic 
centre, until 3 November  

(081 128 7038)

MOviE nigHt  
AfricAvenir presents Sobukwe 

– A great soul by miceky 
madoda dube from south 

Africa, at the goethe centre at 
20:00 (085 563 0949 or  

www.africavenir.org

19

31

Friday

Wednesday

ExHibitiOn
A two-day Adolf Jentsch 

memorial exhibition opens at 
the woermannhaus gallery in 

swakopmund at 19:00  
(064 40 3939)

FEStival
the annual tsumeb copper 

Festival takes place until  
3 November (067 22 1056)

26 Friday

FEStival   
the annual windhoek 

oktoberfest kicks off in the 
capital at the sport klub 

windhoek (skw) in olympia at 
19:00; continues on the 27th as 

from 10:00 (061 23 5521)
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Send	your 	cont r ibut ions 	fo r 	the 	Events 	Ca lendar 	to 	f l amingo@mac .com.na 	by 	the 	15th 	o f 	the 	p rev ious 	month
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5 5

Thursday

Monday Monday

ExPO
the hilton hotel's first hair, Nails 
& skin expo will take place at the 

hilton in windhoek until  
3 November (061 296 2929)

SPEEd CHallEngE 
the annual lüderitz speed 

challenge – an international 
world-record attempt at speed 

sailing – will take place until  
16 december  

(www.luderitz-speed.com)

tradE Fair 
the annual kavango trade Fair  
will take place in rundu until  
10 November (066 25 5351)

3 3Saturday Saturday
FEStival  

the windhoek Jazz Festival 
takes place at the hage 

geingob stadium in windhoek, 
as from 18:00, with south 
Africans lira and salaelo 

selota providing the main acts. 
various local jazz artists will 

also be performing 
(061 38 3450)

vOllEyball
the beach volleyball series will 
take place at the dts fields in 

olympia, as from 07:30  
(081 244 8070)

 

Sunday

28 MOuntain biking 
the first desert knights mountain 
biking tour in the /Ai-/Ais  
richtersveld transfrontier park,  
until 1 November

the 5-day multi-stage event starts 
at the Fish river canyon view 
point in Namibia and ends in the 
richtersveld National park in  
south Africa

the total distance to be covered is 
275 km of cycling and 34.5 km of 
canoeing down the orange river 
(www.nwr.com.na)

November

Lira
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tHE ExtinCt Quagga
The	 quagga	 was	 a	 subspecies	 of	
zebra,	 once	 plentiful	 in	 South	 Africa,	
which	 was	 hunted	 to	 extinction	
sometime	in	the	1870s.	In	the	London	
Zoo	 there	 are	 photographs	 of	 them,	
as	well	 as	 several	 stuffed	 specimens.	
The	quagga	had	 stripes	 only	 around	
its	 head	 and	 neck.	 Its	 back	 and	
hindquarters	 were	 plain	 brown,	 and	
its	 legs	were	white.	Perhaps	because	
it	 rather	 resembled	 a	 cross	 between	
a	zebra	and	a	horse,	some	researchers	
were	 led	 to	 suspect	 that	 it	 was	 not	
a	 distinct	 species,	 and	 that	 quagga	
genes	 might	 still	 survive	 in	 some	
modern	 zebra	 populations.	 This	 led	
to	 the	 controversial	 but	 interesting	
quagga	 reclamation	 project,	 where	
zebras	 with	 suspected	 quagga	 traits	
are	 being	 interbred	 to	 try	 and	 bring	
the	long	extinct	quagga	back	to	life!

did you know?
bill torbitt
International	University	of	Management

a HOrSE-likE dOnkEy Or 
a dOnkEy-likE HOrSE?
The	 origin	 of	 the	 word	 zebra	 is	 not	
certain.	 It	 probably	 comes	 from	 an	
African	 language	 via	 Portuguese	
(zevra).	 The	 Damara	 word	 for	 zebra	
is	 !oareb	 and	 the	 Oshiwambo	 word	
ongolo.	 There	 are	 only	 three	 species	
of	 zebra	 extant	 –	 the	 plains	 zebra,	
including	the	Burchell’s	zebra	found	in	
Etosha;	the	mountain	zebra,	including	
Hartmann’s	mountain	zebra	 found	 in	
north-western	Namibia;	and	the	more	
distantly	 related	Grévy’s	 zebra	 found	
in	Kenya	and	Ethiopia.	
While	the	Grévy’s	species	is	more	akin	
to	 a	 donkey,	 the	 other	 species	 look	
more	 like	 domestic	 horses.	 All	 three	
belong	 to	 the	 horse	 family	 Equidae.	
There	 are	 about	 13	 000	 zebras	 in	
the	 Etosha	 National	 Park.	 They	 are	
unfortunately	particularly	 susceptible	
to	 the	deadly	disease	anthrax,	which	
causes	 several	 hundred	 to	 perish	 in	
the	park	each	year.

nOt SuitablE FOr 
dOMEStiCatiOn
As	one	might	expect,	 attempts	have	
been	made	 to	 domesticate	 and	 ride	
zebras.	 This	 has	 not	 been	 very	 suc-
cessful,	 due	 mainly	 to	 the	 zebra’s	
nervous	and	unpredictable	 tempera-
ment.	 Nevertheless,	 the	 legendary	
millionaire	 Lord	 Rothschild	 imported	
four	 to	 London	 and	 used	 them	 to	
draw	his	carriage	through	the	streets.

facts on
ZEbra in naMibia

Sources 	and 	re fe rences 	ava i l ab le 	f rom	b i l l@ iway.na
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WHy tHE StriPES?
Zebras	 are	 very	 social	 animals.	 They	
live	 in	 groupings	 that	 range	 from	
small	 ‘harem’	 groups	 dominated	 by	
a	 stallion,	 to	 large	 herds.	 A	 zebra’s	
stripes	 are	 basically	 vertical	 around		
its	 fore	 quarters,	 but	 horizon-
tal	 around	 its	 rump.	 Each	 animal’s	
stripes	 are	 different,	 and	 as	 indi-	
vidually	characteristic	as	fingerprints	
on	a	human.	
The	 purpose	 of	 the	 stripes	 is	 not	
known.	The	most	obvious	explanation	
is	 camouflage,	 especially	 when	 the	
stripes	are	brown	and	black	on	white	
(plains	 zebra)	 rather	 than	 only	 black	
on	white	(mountain	zebra).	
Another	 theory	 is	 that	 the	 striped	
pattern	somehow	confuses	the	visual	
system	 of	 the	 blood-sucking	 tsetse	
fly,	which	finds	it	difficult	to	‘navigate’	
to	 the	 host.	 However,	 if	 this	 is	 why	
zebra	have	 them,	you	might	wonder	
why	 other	 animals	 haven’t	 tried	 the	
same	trick.	Then	there	is	the	perhaps	
philo-sophical	question	as	to	whether	
the	 zebra	 is	 a	 white	 animal	 with	
black	 stripes,	 or	 a	 black	 animal	 with		
white	stripes.

WHat iS a ZOrSE and 
WHat iS a ZEbrulE?
Although	zebras	and	domestic	horses	
are	 similar	 in	 shape	 and	 belong	 to	
the	 same	 family,	 they	 are	genetically	
quite	 different.	 Horses	 have	 64	
chromosomes	 and	 zebras	 between	
32	and	40	respectively.	
This	 means	 that	 zebras	 and	 horses	
do	not	readily	interbreed,	but	should	
this	 happen,	 it	 is	 usually	 between	 a	
zebra	stallion	and	a	mare.	The	result	
is	 a	 strange,	 partially	 striped	 ani-
mal	 called	 a	 zebroid,	 zorse,	 zedonk	
or	 zebrule.	 Because	 of	 their	 genetic	
incompatibility,	 these	 hybrids	 are	
always	 sterile,	 like	 a	 mule,	 and	 are	
not	of	much	practical	use.	However,	
zebroids,	 zorses,	 zedonks,	 zebrules	
and	quagga	are	incredibly	useful	and	
extant	words	for	players	of	Scrabble.
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bring  
your  
children  
to  
namibia!

Text	Sharri Whiting de Masi
Photographs	Sharri Whiting de Masi, ilan Molcho

Travelling	with	children	in	
Namibia	is	guaranteed	to	create	
memories	that	last	a	lifetime.	
Namibia	offers	plenty	of	family	
activities	throughout	the	
year,	but	many	visitors	bring	
their	children	to	the	southern	
hemisphere	in	December	and	
January	during	the	long	summer	
break,	and	target	the	beaches	
and	national	parks.	Namibia	is	
politically	stable	and,	with	its	
small	population,	less	crowded	at	
this	time	of	year	than	most		
other	destinations.

What better 
way to learn about 
the iron particles 

found in the dunes than 
test them with a 

magnet?
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Driving

you’ve probably heard that distances can be 
great when you’re driving between lodges in 
Namibia, but children rarely become bored 

once they are absorbed in scanning the landscape for 
animals. there are picnic tables at regular intervals, as 
well as small villages and roadside stalls where locals 
sell dolls, carved animals and other souvenirs that 
young ones enjoy. 

Education
A visit to Namibia is an education your children will 

never get in school. Animal viewing is a great way 
to teach them to sit quietly while they wait for game 
to come to waterholes. they soon understand that 
they may see a variety of animals – zebra, springbok, 
elephant, ostrich, giraffe, rhino – if they’re patient and 
don’t talk loudly. 

the opportunity to view an animal they’ve only 
seen on television in its natural habitat is exciting to 
most children, and opens their eyes to a sight they’ll 
never forget. For parents, it’s wonderful to watch  
your child’s eyes light up when one of these fabled 
creatures comes to drink or is spotted from the back 
seat of a vehicle. 

there is also the likelihood that your children 
will meet Namibian children at lodges or the 
schools attached to them. this is a good way for 
them to experience diversity and learn more about 
multicultural populations.

Food
the food in Namibia is palatable and enjoyable to 

most children. local cuisine includes a wide variety 
of grilled meats, an excellent selection of breads and 
pastries, tempting breakfast foods, and vegetables that 
aren’t icky (potatoes, green beans, and so on). even 
small towns offer familiar favourites, such as pizza, 
ice cream and fried chicken. For adventurous foodies 
there are local treats to try, such as beef and venison 
biltong (dried meat in stick form, also called jerky)  
and mealiepap (porridge made from mealies, south 
African maize).

grocery stores in larger towns stock everything you 
could possibly want for a picnic in the bush or to snack 
on while you're on the road. many rental vehicles offer 
refrigerators, or you may pick up an icebox to take 
with you.

For the 
more adventurous 
family there are 

guided quad-bike tours 
through the dunes and 

along the beach
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A boat trip 

in Walvis Bay 
is a great way to 

experience nature and 
learn about  marine 

wildlife from  
close by
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Keeping them busy
if your children use digital devices, they’ll want 

to take photos of the animals they see and perhaps 
organise a slide show. keeping a journal with notes 
and drawings about the trip is a great way to build 
memories, as well as prepare for show and tell when 
they get back to school. there are many picture books 
available in stores in Windhoek, swakopmund and 
lodge bookshops that children can use to tick off the 
animals they’ve seen, and in the process learn more 
about their habits. 

Safety and medical care
Namibia has very good medical-care facilities, with 

hospitals and clinics in major towns and health-care 
providers throughout the country. you will want to 
travel with your own first-aid kit and any medicine 
your children might need for allergies and other 
medical conditions. there is a helicopter evacuation 
service available in case of emergencies.

make doubly sure that your children are buckled 
into their seat belts and car seats at all times. While 
Namibia’s gravel roads are well maintained, the safest 
speed to drive on them is between 60–80 kilometres  
an hour.

Where to stay
before planning your route to the different lodges 

and parks, check first to find out whether children are 
welcome there. some places have an age minimum due 
to their proximity to unfenced areas inhabited by wild 
animals – the safety of children is always paramount.

our first choice is the etosha National Park, which 
has several rest camps with provision for families 
with children. these are the Namutoni, Halali and 
okaukuejo rest camps, which have independent 

cottages, duplexes, large rooms and campsites. etosha’s 
latest rest camp, onkoshi, is open only for children 
older than six. Provision for children must be made at 
the time of booking. children younger than six stay for 
free; when aged from 6–12, the fee is fifty per cent of 
the daily rate. the rest camps have swimming pools, 
braai (barbecue) facilities and buffet-style restaurants 
in each camp. 

because the camps are fenced and the gates close at 
sunset, families are welcomed. Whether self-driving 
or on a guided tour, the same roads are used and all  
passengers are required to stay in the vehicle for safety 
reasons. guided tours are limited to children over six.

An itinerary with children’s activities and 
enjoyment in mind could also include stops at private 
facilities such as okonjima, home of the Africat 
Foundation, the N/a’an ku sê Wildlife sanctuary, and 
the cheetah conservation Fund. they will learn about 
cheetahs and other cats; visit the seal colony at cape 
cross, ride quad-bikes in the dunes and on the beaches 
near swakopmund to see the little Five – the tiny 
creatures that live in the moving sands; go on dolphin-
watching cruises from Walvis bay; and in southern 
Namibia visit giant’s Playground and view the Fish 
river canyon. 

Private lodges catering for family accommodation 
include erindi near omaruru, onguma bush camp and 
mushara bush camp near etosha, sossusvlei desert 
lodge and desert camp near sossusvlei, twyfelfontein 
country lodge in damaraland, okonjima near 
otjiwarongo, the immanuel Wilderness and N/a’an 
ku sê lodges near Windhoek, and beach lodge in 
swakopmund,. Ask when you make your reservations 
about which activities include children and whether 
there is an age limit.

A visit 
to Namibia is 

an education your 
children will never 

get in school
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busiNess 
ROUND-UP 

Namibia	has	a	strong	track	record	of	
attracting	foreign	investment,	and	many	
well-known	international	companies	
play	an	active	role	in	a	wide	variety	of	
sectors,	including	agriculture,	fishing,	mining,	
manufacturing,	construction,	tourism,	telecoms	
and	financial	services.	The	Namibian	Constitution	promotes	
foreign	investment	and	protects	private	property.	Every	
month	Flamingo	brings	you	a	round-up	of	the	most	
important	business	and	economics	news	from	Namibia	
put	together	by	robin Sherbourne	of	local	economic	
consulting	company	Namibian	Economics.	To	receive	
regular	updates	on	the	Namibian	economy,	email	
robin@namibianeconomics.com

the FNB House Price Index moved sideways in April 
to 151, but has risen 7.7% year-on-year. more and more 
properties, especially upper-market ones, eventually sell 
below the asking price according to Namene kalili, FNb’s 
manager of research and competitor intelligence. Although 
overall volumes improved by 30% month-on-month, they 
still remain 13% down year-on-year.

in principle cabinet has approved gecko Namibia’s 
Vision Industrial Park (VIP) for mile 16, north of 
swakopmund. the company reportedly issued a statement 
on 15 August stating that the reason for the approval was 
the economic benefits ViP would have for Namibia. cabinet 
approved a 99-year lease of 700 hectares of land at mile 16 
to gecko.

Within one year, 45% of Namibian cellphone users, 
including pre-paid customers, are expected to have access 
to MTC’s fourth generation (4G) technology, 

15 auguSt – 14 SEPtEMbEr 
2012

Cabinet approves ambitious  
vision industrial Park for coast

according to mtc spokesperson John ekongo. currently 
4g is available to contract customers in Windhoek only.

Namibia’s Financial Sector Strategy (NFss) 
has been launched, promising to deliver a ‘more resilient, 
competitive and dynamic financial system with best 
practices’ by 2021 to help make Vision 2030 a reality. 
However, the NFss contains few concrete targets, the  
only two in the blueprint pertaining to financial inclusion 
and the Namibian stock exchange (NsX). in terms of  
these targets, the NFss states that within the next ten  
years, 74% of Namibians must have access to financial 
services compared to the current 69%. Furthermore, 
the local market capitalisation of the NsX must be 75% of 
Namibia’s gdP.

Cellphone usage in Namibia has shown trem-
endous growth, with users increasing by 400% over 
the last five years. According to the information and 
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communication for development 2012 report, for every 100 
people living in Namibia, 110 subscribers were registered 
in 2011, indicating that some subscribers use more than one 
cellphone. this compares to 22 subscribers for every 100 
people in 2005.

A chinese delegation from the Administration of quality 
supervision, inspection and quarantine (Aqsiq) visited 
Namibia to inspect the quality of Namibian beef and fish. 
if chinese quality control inspectors are satisfied that 
products meet quality requirements, Namibia could soon 
export its first batch of beef and fish products to 
China. china and Namibia signed an animal health and 
quarantine pact last year, an agreement through which 
Namibia can export agricultural goods, meat, fish and other 
aquatic animal products to china.

the first interest rate relief in 21 months took place 
after bank of Namibia govenor ipumbu shiimi dropped the 
repo rate by 0.5% from 6.0% to 5.5%. commercial banks 
will have to slice 0.5% off the prime interest rate, cutting it 
from 9.75% to 9.25%, the lowest rate in 38 years.

Namibia east china Non-Ferrous investment, a mining 
company, announced it had discovered a large deposit 
of iron ore in the Kunene Region, but will depend 
largely on support from the Namibian government to 
extract it. the company, a subsidiary of the chinese state-
owned company east china mineral exploration and 
development bureau, started with exploration last year, 
and samples have reportedly been sent to china to test the 
quality of the ore. the deposit is reported at 2.37bn tonnes 
of iron ore, with a lifespan of about 100 years, according 
to general manager of Namibia east china Non-Ferrous 
investment, ming li.

the IJG Business Climate Index rose 9.6 month-
on-month to 131 in July, driven by increased investor 
confidence. the investment index gained the most and 
supported the rise in the overall index, rising by 2.9  
to 191.3.

telecom Namibia will pay a nominal price of N$2 to buy 
Namibia’s second mobile operator Leo – less 
than it costs prepaid customers of the country’s second 
mobile operator to make a two-minute call. in addition, 
telecom Namibia will have to pick up the N$240m tab for 
leo’s mounting debt and give its current owners N$96.5m 
worth of shares in Powercom, the holding company of leo.

Air Namibia has set itself the ambitious target of 
increasing passenger volumes by 60% over the next 
five years.

Worsening labour market conditions are hijacking 
Namibia’s competitiveness, the latest research by 
the World economic Forum (WeF) has shown, with 
the country plunging nine positions on its 2012/13 
Global Competitiveness Index. the index 
places Namibia 92nd overall out of 144 countries 
worldwide, down from 83rd last year. the drop is due 
mainly to lower labour-market efficiency. While Namibia 
was ranked 57th last year, this year Namibia fell to 74th in 
this category.

the share price of Chariot Oil & Gas fell drama-
tically after announcing that its kabeljou exploration 
well at the Nimrod prospect failed to find commercial 
quantities of hydrocarbons and that the well will be 
plugged and abandoned. the company advised that the 
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Key indicators
€/N$	exchange	rate 10.6944	(14	September	2012)

£/N$	exchange	rate 13.2827	(14	September	2012)

US$/N$	exchange	rate 8.1988	(14	September	2012)

Prime	lending	rate 9.25%	(September	2012)

Inflation	rate 6.0%	(July	2012)

gross	Domestic	Product	(gDP) N$90.8	billion	(2011)

World	Bank	classification Upper-middle	income	country

These pages are sponsored by PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) Namibia. The information is based on the opinions and information 
collected by Robin Sherbourne of Namibian Economics. The data is intended for general information only and does not deal exhaus-
tively with any topics. No responsibility can be accepted for any errors or loss, however caused or sustained

prospect was their largest target in the south, but that 
there are still other areas of interest. chariot plunged  
66% to 33p.

the newly established dundee-Namibia custom smelters 
Namibia Advisory council will help ensure that the 
economic and social benefits to Namibia and the 
oshikoto region that come with a facility such as Namibia 
custom smelters (Ncs) are ‘equitable and sustainable’, 
citing dundee Precious metals and its subsidiary, Ncs.

NamPower has received an environmental 
clearance certificate for its proposed 300mW coal-
fired power station at Arandis. the new power station is 
reportedly expected to start producing electricity by 2014.

Namibia is hoping for strong commitment for long-term and 
future investment programmes for the development 
of the water and sanitation sector after the 
much-anticipated Water investment indaba kicked off 
in Windhoek on 12 september. close to 300 participants 
arrived at the almost N$3m event, which is the first of its 
kind in a country in dire need of making water accessible 
and affordable through appropriate technological 
cooperation with national, regional and international 
potential investment partners.

gross domestic product (gdP) figures for 2q12 (seasonally 
adjusted) showed that the domestic economy 
bounced back, growing 1.6% year-on-year after 
declining by 0.7% each in 1q12, according to the Namibia 
statistics Agency.



village 
feasts 
and
dry 
oshanas  
Text	Marita van rooyen
Photographs	Marita van rooyen, Jeffrey nakanuku

A	 region	 of	mysticism	 and	muti,	
where	 traditional	 ways	 of	 doing	
and	deep-rooted	culture	still	enjoy	
priority	 over	 modern	 influences,	
Namibia’s	 deep	 north	 is	 an	 area	
that	is	unexplored	in	many	ways.	

With the exception of Namibia’s capital, 
the omusati, oshana, ohangwena and 
oshikoto regions host the most densely 

populated urban areas of our country. communal 
farming land and subsistence farming are the main 
activities in these regions, and life on the vast, flat 
plains depends on the seasonal efundja, the floods 
that feed the rivers and oshanas. the flat landscape 
is characterised by huge, spreading marula trees and 
sporadic stands of the tall, graceful makalani palm, 
Hyphaene petersiana. 

However, in terms of tourism the region north of 
etosha has remained untapped for centuries. up until 
now, that is. 
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Northern traffic 
they say you enter the ‘north proper’ only once 

you reach oshivelo. it is here where city dwellers can 
lay the modern influences to rest for the time being, 
picking them up again when they pass by the town on 
their way back to the capital. in oshivelo you revert 
to traditional mode and behave accordingly, because 
from here northwards life still happens the way it has 
for centuries. 

if you travel north this time of the year, go prepared, 
because spring is busy season. Although it’s not the 
ideal time of the year for a visit (April/may is generally 
recommended), temperatures are not yet extreme, and 
with daily life taking place between dry oshanas and 
whirling white dust, it creates a unique landscape for 
the curious and appreciative eye. 

Herds of cows guided by young boys and their 
faithful dogs, wandering donkeys, and uniquely 
original and quirkily named cuca shops line the 
streets. these establishments are where men avoid 
the heat of the day over a cold beer and mémés keep 
themselves busy, resplendent in their pink ondelela 
dresses. the atmosphere is festive, with numerous 
weddings, traditional festivals, and trade fairs the 
order of the day: it is celebration time in the north!

Tourism initiatives unfold
Apart from the annual ongwediva trade Fair and 

controversial olufuko Festival, which both take place 
at the end of August, and the okakarara trade Fair 
in the beginning of september, it was the opening of 
the ongula Village Homestead lodge that took the 
celebratory cake this time around.

After many years in the government sector, local 
mémé Hilya taetutila Nghiwete decided to contribute 
what she calls ‘my bit of national development’  
through cultural tourism. Not something that was born 
out of thin air, Hilya’s interest in tourism originated 
way back during her years in exile on the island of 
youth in cuba. “Here i was both a tourist and a scholar. 
before my time in cuba, i had no idea what tourism was 
about. but during holidays, the cuban government 
took us to many different holiday destinations, where 
we were entertained by cultural dancers, tried out 
traditional foods and took part in sightseeing.”

so Hilya came back to her motherland and took 
the plunge to realise her dream of incorporating her 
oshiwambo culture into the tourism market with 
the opening of the ongula Village Homestead lodge 
a few kilometres north of oshigambo in the heart  
of owambo. 

See more of Owambo
Combine a trip to Etosha with a two-day 
stopover at Ongula. Exit at the King Nehale 
Gate in the north and take the B1 to just before 
Ondangwa, where you turn off to proceed 
along the D3622 to Ongula. From here, head 
for the Ruacana Falls, visiting the Nyeka ye 
Pumba basket-weaving project, the Ohandje 
Artists Co-operative, and Ombalantu Baobab 
Tree en route, or divert to the Caprivi, since the 
Eenhana to Rundu road was recently tarred 
and upgraded. 

Day trips from Ongula can be arranged to 
the Nakambale Museum, a community-based 
tourism enterprise established at Olukonda in 
1995; the Onankali Omahangu Paper Project, 
where paper is made from mahangu; or the 
Oonte bottle recycling project. Guests can also 
attend communal court proceedings, take a 
tour through Ondangwa’s open market, and 
go on village expeditions. Needless to say, no 
visit to the north is complete without doing 
some serious shebeen hopping, as there are 
plenty of these traditional establishments in 
the area.
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A	trip	to	Owambo	isn’t	complete	without	trying	your	hand	at	
pounding	mahangu.	Organise	the	girls	to	get	you	into	the	swing	
of	things!

Mémé	Hilya,	the	beauty	and	brains	behind	Ongula	Homestead	
Lodge,	smiles	proudly	at	the	official	opening	ceremony
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Working with her husband and business partner, 
Veiccoh Nghiwete, she developed a modern, luxurious 
version of the traditional homestead. consisting of 
four en-suite bungalows and a communal complex 
that houses reception, the lounge and bar areas, 
the existing homestead of the senior traditional 
councillor and Hilya’s father, Peter shimweefeleni 
kauluma, has been expanded in a highly  
‘un-oshivelo’ fashion. the old blends in well with 
the new, with a collection of omahangu storage 
baskets adorning a pole next to the bar, the latter 
made up of vertically cut oil drums. these clever 
recycling initiatives tie up with the lodge’s eco-
friendly accommodation built from natural materials, 
as designed by renowned local lodge builder, 
trevor Nott. the staff also received on-site training 
by Namibian specialist tom mutavdzic of the 
chef’s Association of Namibia and the Hospitality 
Association of Namibia. 

besides the unique touch of modern amenities in a 
very traditional setup, ongula Village Homestead 
lodge is a pioneering venture in cultural tourism.  
“it’s not just about showcasing our culture. We want 
guests to mingle with local people in their own setting 
and experience their way of living, but with the 
assurance of excellent service, good food and high 
standards of hygiene.”

Culture and heritage
“People travel to see how other people live, to 

experience their neighbourhoods, and to understand 
the natural environments that define their existence,” 
said digu //Naobeb, ceo of the Namibia tourism 
board, as he lead the official launch party into the 
saturday afternoon celebrations. 

“one approach is through the integration of 
ecotourism with cultural heritage tourism. We must 
first inculcate into our own Namibian nation the pride 
to willingly and with confidence share our customs, 
norms and traditions, instead of seeing these in a 
negative manner or as taboo.”

And on this specific occasion the people came 
together – regardless of their cultural background 
– and celebrated in true oshiwambo style. minister 
Nahas Angula was there to deliver the official opening 
message; the camelthorn brewing company provided 
thirst quenchers for the guests; and traditional dancers 
kicked up a storm of dust and excitement. 

but, as always, the main festivities took place once 
the food had been carried out. Oshifima, ombelela, 
marathon chicken - all the traditional dishes - were 
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The	modern	interior	of	Ongula	blends	in	well	with	the	natural	
environment,	without	sacrificing	any	luxuries

A	stark	contrast!	The	traditional	village	is	accessible	by	guests	and	allows	
a	taste	of	true	northern	life

Playing	a	game	of	owela	is	a	favourite	pastime	for	locals,	and	a	great	
activity	to	keep	you	occupied	and	intrigued	by	Oshiwambo	culture

Just	another	day	in	the	village	–	sharing	good	times	with	friends,	family	
and	a	jug	of	oshikundu
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Ongwediva annual trade 
Fair - a	leading	business	
event	in	the	north
“The towns in northern Namibia are ex- 
periencing an upward trend, both in  
economic activities and in investment. 
The Ongwediva Annual Trade Fair is one 
of the leaders here, exposing Ongwediva 
and other major towns to investment and  
business opportunities,” stated Damian 
Egumbo, chairperson of the Trade Fair, in his 
opening remarks at this year’s event.

Held annually since 2000, the Ongwediva 
Trade Fair is the foremost multi-sectoral trade 
and industrial show north of the capital. It 
serves as a platform to promote local products, 
entrepreneurs and business opportunities  
in the northern regions. In 2012 the focus 
was on three strategic themes related directly 
to the fair: community development, local 
economic development, and the preservation 
of the environment. 

Exhibitors came from near and far, and included 
participants from countries such as Angola, 
South Africa, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Kenya, 
Nigeria, Indonesia, Ghana and even Japan. The 
fair draws its participants from entrepreneurs, 
SMEs, corporate entities, government ministries 
among others. In 2012, a total of 450 exhibitors 
displayed their products, with about 80 000 
visitors showing up to see what they had to 
offer. The fair was held from 24 August to  
1 September.

there, and in abundance. but the squeamish need not 
fear; the regular menu consists of a tasty fusion of 
modern and traditional, while the signature mahangu 
salad (finely chopped onions, carrots, cucumbers and 
mahangu) is sure to cater for every taste. 

Added Hilya, “in our culture, guests come first, and 
we always try to accommodate them. if they’re not 
comfortable with any of our traditions, we won’t push 
them. our main aim is to open up our homestead and 
culture to those who are interested in learning more 
about the oshiwambo way of life, and this includes all 
our ways of doing.”

being a guest at ongula means you also have the 
privilege of going on a tour through the traditional 
homestead, learning how pottery is made in an 
underground chamber, testing your strength by 
pounding mahangu, and playing a game of owela. 
then there’s the ongula curio shop, where local  
mémés spend their days stringing beads, weaving 
baskets, and making other crafts. depending on the 
season, guests can also take part in other everyday 
activities, such as fishing in an oshana, extracting  
juice from the marula fruit, and discovering how the 
locals mine their salt. 

“most people hear about the owambo regions from 
others who travel there from time to time, but actually 
they have no idea what it’s really all about until they  
go there themselves,” says Hilya with a smile. 

the north is rich in culture and heritage, and it’s just 
waiting to be explored!

Typical	scenes	along	the	northern	roads	are	the	quirkily	named	
cuca	shops,	perfect	for	cool	refreshments...

...and	peaceful	rural	sights	such	as	this
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Erastus Hoveka, Vice	Chairman	of	
the	newly	appointed	Air	Namibia	
Board,	 shares	 his	 views,	 life	 and	
passions	with	passengers	on	 the	
national	 carrier	 in	 an	 interview	
with	Riéth	van	Schalkwyk.

“it never ceases to amaze me that this big bird just 
takes off, glides stably through the air for hour upon 
hour and then touches down in another country, on 
another continent. i never imagined how exciting, 
interesting, competitive and challenging the airline 
business could be until i joined Air Namibia as 
corporate Finance manager in 2000. Now, more than 
a decade later, i availed myself to serve on the board of 
Air Namibia as Vice-chairman. 

“i take on this challenge, perhaps even risking my 
reputation, because i am obliged to play a role and 
use my experience to contribute to the success of our 
national airline.

“operating an airline is a tricky business. but as 
with every successful business, the challenge is to 
create the right strategies and then to ensure that these 
strategies are implemented by people who are capable, 
and have the appropriate experience and knowledge to 
pull them off. our obligation as board members is to 
ensure that the strategies and human capacity match. 
it doesn’t matter how small a country is. if it runs an 
airline, it competes with the best in the world, and it is 
always big, big business.”

“I	never	imagined		
how challenging the 
airline business could be!”

erastus Hoveka grew up in Windhoek, katutura, in 
the seventies, as the clever middle child of eight, with 
a strong mother and an inspirational oldest brother. 
After the first few years at the theo katjimune Primary 
school, he followed this older brother, a teacher, to a 
small rural community, epukiro Pos 10, where he was 
the star pupil, equally good in science, maths and the 
social sciences. 

“i was usually first in class, except on the 
odd occasion when a girl beat me to that spot,”  
he jokes. 

returning to Windhoek, erastus matriculated 
at shifindi High school and advanced to rhodes 
university in south Africa on a cdm bursary, set on 
becoming an accountant. but that was the eighties and 
turbulent times in south Africa, not at all conducive 
to achieving academic success. being the dedicated 
student whose philosophy has been and still is 
that you are dealt with a deck of cards and that it is 
up to you to play them to achieve the goals you set 
for yourself, he applied for a bursary to study in the 
united states of America. With a bachelor’s degree in 
science and accounting, which he achieved cum laude, 
and a master’s degree in business administration 
– both from bradley university in Peoria, illinois – 
erastus was ready to enter the fiercely competitive 
financial business world in the usA. For 10 years he 
accumulated valuable knowledge and experience, 
which he always knew he would plough back into the 
country of his birth. 

back in Namibia, he joined telecom as company 
management Accountant in 1999 and also lectured 
part-time in strategic manage-ment at the Polytechnic 
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of Namibia. exciting years followed 
at Air Namibia in top management, in 
the company of seasoned individuals 
with inter-national experience from 
different worlds and in different fields. that 
experience, says erastus, and the exceptional 
exposure to the world of international aviation, 
and especially the financial, commercial side of it, 
prepared him well for the challenge of serving on the 
Air Namibia board.

Another two years as general manager: Finance, 
at National Housing enterprises, followed before 
he – as a founding member – was appointed  as 
chief Financial officer at the development bank of 
Namibia. He held this position until his appoint-
ment in 2007 as deputy director, and then in 2009,  
as managing director of Nedbank Namibia.

“We Namibians come back to our homeland 
regardless of our achievements in bigger economies, 
because our roots are here. We have the passion, 
intellect and commitment to make a difference in our 
own country. 

“but we must learn that it is not enough to just 
throw money at problems or at problem institutions. 
it is too easy to simply spend a budget if it is not 
your responsibility to earn the income that created 
the budget in the first place. With Air Namibia, the 
challenge is to make the company financially viable 
when all factors are taken into account. to achieve 
break-even status would equal success in this  
us-dollar-driven business in a country with such a 
small population.” 

being a son of the soil, erastus escapes to a farm and 
his cattle in eastern Namibia on rare weekends. He 
introduced his American wife, Fawhn, to the beauty 
of her adopted country by taking her to sossusvlei, 
the skeleton coast and caprivi. like most Namibians, 
the Hoveka family loves to go to the coast in summer. 
their two children, who were both born in the usA, 
love Namibia and went to school here, although they 
also have the opportunity to study in the usA. 

erastus’s connection to the world benefits more 
than just Namibia, banking and aviation. since 2004 
he has been a member of the Finance commission  
of the international Federation of the red cross 
and red crescent societies as one of nine members  
selected from around the world on the basis of their 
technical expertise. As part of this team, he founded 
the Audit & risk committee of the iFrc.

However, his life does not consist only of numbers, 
figures and stats. “i love music – African, jazz and 
classics. one of the highlights of my life is when i have 
the opportunity to attend an opera in one of the world’s 
famous concert halls. my favourite opera? Puccini’s 
Madame Butterfly, of course!”
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Wave upon wave of shapes, colours, 
perspectives and horizons roll off the 
vista like an elegantly woven tapestry 

continuing into the distance to merge with the giant 
bubble of the lightly streaked blue sky. Nearby,  
a group of dwarf shrubs with knotted branches grips 
its little patch of space. in front of it a spotted lizard 
lounges lazily, curving to shoehorn itself snugly into 
the sunny wind-sheltered nook, idly eyeing a group  
of busy ants that are clearly on a mission to an 
important destination. 

to one side squats a sandgrouse, staying put due to 
a mixture of pretending not to be there at all while 
waiting for the observer to overlook it, and a loaded 
readiness to burst into frightening flight and cackling 
alarm to disappear into the blue yonder. Far in the 
distance, on the golden grassy plains criss-crossed 
by squiggly drainage lines, a lone gemsbok lends his 
stature to this vast landscape in which he would be 
lost were it not for the sense that he somehow holds it 
together just by being where he is and by how he faces 
the world.

such words can hardly do justice to the many 
subtleties and complex yet simple spirit of purity 
and humble grandeur of the moment impressed on 
the perceptive visitor in a Namib landscape. the 
different nuances also include a heady mix of feeling 
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The spirit 
of nature 
captured in a 
special way 

big stories 
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about little things
This	is	the	thirteenth	in		

a	series	by Joh Henschel	of	
EnviroMEND	about	the	Namib	
Desert.	Its	wonders	have	many	
forms,	some	of	which	are	tiny,	

easily	overlooked	creatures	
and	subtle	processes	that	

create	an	unmatched	
ambience.

the gentle breeze, and hearing the faint buzzing of 
an insect and distant chirping of a bird embedded in 
an overpowering matrix of silence where your own 
breathing is almost noisy. this bolsters the realisation 
that nature is the greatest artist of all, while painters, 
photographers, poets and narrators can only convey a 
fraction of its essence.

Nevertheless, sometimes human artists do manage to 
capture the very spirit of nature in a special way, and 
to pass their astute observations and appreciation on to 
contemporary and future generations. the numerous 
and versatile works of Namibian artist, christine 
marais, do just that. she passed away in september 
2012 after a full life of 77 years, leaving behind  
a rich legacy of painted works that are far more than 
paintings. Artists of christine’s calibre are, indeed, 
singular, as she understood how to project much 
more than the visual milieu of a painting, enabling  
the viewer to experience the actual essence of what she 
has portrayed.

Words like the above do scant justice to the am-
bience christine’s works have etched into our minds. 
When we are out in the Namib desert and experience 
that special natural moment, we are almost inclined 
to think that we can see christine’s artistic signature 
in the corner of what we’re looking at. by opening 
people’s perceptions and appreciation to the rich 

tapestry of nature and culture in our country, 
christine marais has done conservation, and indeed, 
sustainable development, an enormous and enduring 
service. this awareness continues not only in the 
minds of those who knew her personally, but also in 
her diverse, timeless paintings.

much of the vital significance of nature’s big stories 
are contained in the myriads of little things. to 
understand nature, you should neither lose sight of 
these myriad details, nor become hopelessly lost in 
them. christine marais managed to balance this ever so 
delicately, her works portraying these essential details 
and skilfully drawing them together, epitomising  
Big Stories about Little Things.

Photograph	Joh Henschel
Artwork	Christine Marais
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the amazing 
anaboom –	a	vital		
source	of	browse	and	nectar
Text barbara Curtis	
Photographs	barbara Curtis, vivienne Ward

The	Namib	Desert	appears	to	be	a	
dry	and	dusty	place	where	plants	
and	 animals	 battle	 against	 tem-
perature	 extremes,	 strong	 winds	
and	lack	of	moisture.	Yet	through	
this	 seemingly	 barren	 wilderness	
run	lifelines	of	vegetation	–	linear	
oases	that	provide	food	and	shel-
ter	for	organisms	ranging	from	tiny	
microbes	to	elephants	and	giraffe.	

Although the desert receives less than 100 mm 
of rainfall per year, higher rainfall inland 
causes runoff into rivers that drain from the 

highlands, and then meander across the desert plains 
to the misty Atlantic ocean. As the floods proceed, 
they fill the subterranean aquifers, providing life-
supporting moisture to large trees whose roots are 
able to reach deep into the earth to tap this precious 
resource. thus it is that along all the major rivers 
draining westwards in Namibia, bands of lush green 
vegetation, dominated by tall riverine trees, snake 
their way to the coast. the largest, and possibly 
the most important of these trees is the anaboom, 
Faidherbia albida, which typically grows on the 

edges of the main channel, where the raging waters 
batter its trunks and pile debris among its branches

the anaboom (ana tree) is widespread across Africa, 
from senegal in the west to egypt and the middle east, 
down eastern Africa to kwaZulu-Natal in the south, 
where frost determines its southern limit. it has been 
introduced into countries including india, Peru, Nepal 
and cyprus as a fodder tree. 

Although predominantly a riverine species, it has 
adapted to savannah conditions on various soils.  
in Namibia its major distribution is in the north- 
west, mainly along the ephemeral rivers, but also on 
the floodplains of the perennial kunene and north-
eastern rivers. 

An	anaboom		
forest	in	the	
Kuiseb	Canyon	
showing	debris	
brought	down	by	
the	2011	flood
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A tall tree of 10 to 20 metres, with old specimens 
attaining a diameter of two metres, and with a 
spreading crown, the anaboom is the tallest of the 
Namibian acacias, with individuals towering above 
the much shorter canopies of the camel-thorn trees. in 
addition to a long taproot, up to 20 to 40 metres deep, 
which is able to tap stored water in the underground 
aquifer, this species also has extensive lateral roots that 
are able to tap water near the surface in a shallow flood. 

the anaboom was initially classified as an acacia 
due to the structure of the flowers and leaves, and the 
presence of paired spines. the ‘flowers’ are actually 
elongated, tightly packed groups of very small flowers 
with numerous pale-yellow stamens and no petals. the 
distinctive broad, woody, curled orange to red-brown 

pods hang in clusters 
on the tree, and form 

red mats underneath in 
the late dry season. owing to 

many slight differences in morphology and chemistry 
between this species and other acacias, as well as its 
unusual annual cycle, it has now been placed in a 
genus of its own. its closest relative is Acacia erioloba 
or camel-thorn, the species with which it shares its 
desert habitat. these two species are thought by  
some taxonomists to possibly be relics of the original 
African acacias. 

one of the amazing features of the anaboom is its 
unusual cycle of leaf and flower production. While 

most trees produce leaves and flowers in the summer 
rainy season, with ripe pods providing nutritious food 
towards the end of summer, this tree is dormant during 
summer, shedding its leaves at the start of the rainy 
season, with only a few leaves during the summer. 
it starts to produce fresh green leaves in autumn, as 
other trees are losing their leaves, and is in full leaf 
throughout the dry winter, earning itself the common 
name winter thorn in some countries. Flowering 
occurs from march to september, with mature pods 
ripening and falling at the end of the dry season, a 
critical time for all herbivores. the production of 
leaves and flowers in the dry season makes it a vital 
source of browse and nectar at a time when there is 
very little else available. it is insect pollinated, with a 

myriad of different insects attracted to its pale yellow 
flowers. these insects attract a variety of bird species. 

As a member of the legume family, many of which 
host symbiotic micro-organisms on their roots that 
help them make proteins, their leaves and seeds are 
highly nutritious. they are a valuable food source for 
both wild and domestic animals, and herbivores are 
the main dispersal agents of the seeds. in Namibia it 
is not uncommon to see these trees growing alongside 
the major roads, where seeds have been deposited by 
cattle being herded from one place to another, and 
runoff from the road provides the necessary water 
for germination and establishment. the seeds need to 
pass through the digestive system of an animal in order  

One of the 

amazing features 

of the anaboom is 

its unusual cycle of 

leaf and flower 

production

A	young	anaboom	
in	the	Kuiseb		
River	course
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to soften the hard seed coat 
that protects them. individual  
tree production generally varies 
between 50 and 300 kilograms 
per annum. the pods are collected 
by local people as fodder for  
their livestock. 

because these trees are dormant during 
the rainy season, they can tolerate the summer 
floods, which saturate the ground, causing anoxic (no 
oxygen) conditions around their roots. thus they are 
able to grow near the river channel, where other trees 
would not survive. owing to its summer dormancy, 
the anaboom is an ideal tree under which to plant 
crops, since it does not compete with the crops for 
water and nutrients in the summer, but enriches the 
soil with its nitrogen-fixing abilities. in areas north 
of Namibia it is planted and managed to increase crop 
and livestock production, a practice that is being 
introduced in northern Namibia. 

Apart from food and shelter for animals, and soil 
fertilisation, the tree has several uses for people. the 
bark, boiled in water, is used as a cure for diarrhoea. 
the seeds are roasted and used as a coffee substitute, 
or boiled and eaten. the tannins in the green bark are 
used by Nama people to dye skins. 

these trees also have an amazing ability to 
regenerate after adversity. A tree that looks totally 
dead may send out new shoots from way up in the 
crown, or from near the base, and trees knocked over 
by a flood will generally shoot from the horizontal 
trunk to form a row of new trees. 

root suckering also occurs, where new shoots will 
develop at any point along a lateral root that is close 
to the surface, most often where the root has been 
damaged. thus a single tree can produce its own 
private forest, with regeneration occurring up to 25 
metres from the parent tree. this regeneration from 
fallen trees and from trees whose roots have been 
exposed by flooding, is particularly noticeable in the 
kuiseb – the southern-most of the ephemeral rivers – 
since the exceptional floods of 2011. the impact of this 
huge flood on the riverine vegetation, and in particular 
the anaboom, is currently being researched at the 
gobabeb research and training centre.

Anaboom 

pods are a valuable 

food source for both wild 

and domestic animals, and 

herbivores are the main 

dispersal agents of  

the seeds

Goats	relish	the	
nutritious	pods		
of	the	anaboom		
in	the	Kuiseb		
River	course

Anaboom	flowers
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Art
		dimensions										

Flamingo	provides	background	
information	on	the	latest	and	greatest	
exhibitions,	productions	and	events	
on	the	visual	and	performing	arts	
scene	in	Namibia.

SPEaking in SPEECH bubblES

boX oFFice 100 Bucks

tHE FilM 
Set	 in	 Windhoek,	 100 Bucks	 is	 an	
urban	 story	 of	 the	 journey	 of	 a	
100-dollar	 note	 that	 passes	 from	
hands	 of	 wealth	 to	 hands	 of	 need	
via	 thieving	 hands.	 Throughout	 the	
journey	of	the	note,	brief	insights	into	
the	 lives	 of	 the	 different	 characters	
are	 revealed	 as	 it	weaves	 in	 and	 out		
of	 their	 lives	 and	 the	 daily	 struggles	
they	 face.	 The	 film	 starts	 with	
Dantagob	 celebrating	 his	 first	 multi-
million-dollar	 deal	 with	 friends	 at	
an	 upmarket	 club.	 He	 tips	 waitress	
Tameka	with	the	hundred	bucks,	and	
so	 the	 journey	of	 the	hundred-dollar	
note	begins.

tHE dirECtOr
Oshosheni	 Hiveluah	 comments	 as	
follows:	“As	a	director	I	am	particularly	
interested	 in	 exploring	 the	 human	
psyche.	How	do	we	as	people	 relate	
to	 one	 another	 and	 explore	 and	
deal	 with	 our	 human	 emotions	
within	 the	 context	 of	 conflict,	 love,	
understanding	 and	 peace?	 What	
makes	us	tick	and	act	the	way	we	do?	
For	 me	 100 Bucks	 was	 the	 perfect	
film	 to	 feed	my	 innate	 curiosity,	 as	 I	
feel	 it	captures	 the	essence	and	vibe	
of	Windhoek’s	people.”

More on the Namibian Movie Collection 
at http://www.africavenir.org/

Text		marita van rooyen

caricature legends of the print 
media, dudley Viall and gene 

travers are perhaps Namibia’s 
most famous cartoonists, not 
only because they are published 
daily in the local newspapers, 
but mainly because they have 
both been practising their 
artistry for over two decades, 
making them Namibia’s very 
own veteran cartoonists. How-
ever, with the introduction of 
Speech Bubble, this is all about  
to change. 

Namibia’s first-ever comic-book 
workshop took place in september, 
with the witty results now being 
exhibited under the banner Speech 
Bubble in the blue Frog restaurant 
at the Franco-Namibian cultural 
centre (FNcc) in Windhoek. 

made up of a selection of 
comic strips aimed specifically 
at children, the exhibition is 
fortunately not direct competition 
for our veterans, but proof that  
the cartoonist fraternity in 
Namibia has unquestionably 
expanded and evolved since the 
workshop took place.

Facilitated by another Namibian 
artist and published comic-
book author who needs no 
introduction, erik schnack, in 
collaboration with writer and film-
maker oshosheni Hiveluah, the 
exhibition forms part of the first 
Namibia youth book Fair. Artists 
were required to create a two-
page comic strip, which was then 
published as part of Namibia’s first 
comic book created specifically for 

children. this book of cartoons is 
being launched at the youth book 
Fair, taking place at the FNcc from 
26 to 29 october.

the workshop – initiated by the 
stakeholders of the 2012 Namibia 
youth book Fair, namely the 
Franco-Namibian cultural centre 
and goethe centre Windhoek 
in collaboration with yambeka 
children media – was sponsored 
by the ministry of youth, National 
service, sport and culture.

The speech bubble exhibition 
opens at 18:30 on 11 October and can 
be viewed until 8 November.
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Annual Visual Art Museum Programme at 

the NAtioNAl Art gAllery 
oF NAmibiA, Windhoek

For what is it to die
But to stand in the sun and melt into 

the wind?
And when the Earth has claimed our 

limbs
Then we shall truly dance

Kahlil	Gibran

Though	 I	 didn’t	 know	 Christine	 Marais	
well	 or	 even	 for	 long,	 I	 felt	 a	deep	 loss	
upon	the	news	of	her	death.	I	remember	
meeting	her	shortly	after	the	opening	of	
this	year’s	AVAMP	exhibition	at	the	NAGN,	
where	the	above	work	is	still	on	display.	I	
was	eagerly	pointing	out	the	new	frame	
to	her	and	Nicky,	her	daughter,	with	her	
impressive	 curriculum	 vitae	 next	 to	 it,	
when	she	remarked	that	the	frame	was	
dreadful,	and	that	her	35	solo	exhibitions	
were	 merely	 happenings	 along	 the	
wonderful	path	of	 life.	 She	was	 already	
on	another	plane,	free	from	strife,	stress	
and	 impressions.	 On	 behalf	 of	 the	 Arts	
Association	 Heritage	 Trust	 and	 the	
National	Art	Gallery,	 I	pay	tribute	to	this	
truly	Namibian	matriarch	of	art.

Text Elize van Huyssteen

viewing times
Mon–Fri: 08:00–13:00 

14:00–17:00
Tel: 061 23 1160

Cell: 081 275 0678

SCENE	AT	SWAKOPMUND
Christine Marais

Oil on canvas, 450 x 605 mm

1974

In memoriam
CHRISTINE	MARAIS	(1935–2012)

the sounds of an african child

As a child, ruusa Ndapewa munalye, better known as blossom, played 
in the open spaces of ovamboland. she was called iishana, and had 

to do daily chores, such as walk long distances to fetch water from the well, 
work in the fields, and pound mahangu. this traditional lifestyle played 
a major role in rooting and shaping this soulful singer’s rich musical style 
and the content of her songs, inspiring her early compositions once she had 
taught herself to play the guitar after completing high school.

blossom first burst onto the musical scene at the Warehouse theatre  
in Windhoek. strumming her guitar, she has given a fresh sound to our 
local music scene over the past two years. Her sounds will remind you 
of salif keita, oliver Ngoma, and especially tracy chapman. blossom 
describes her music as, ‘a breath of fresh air, redolent of the roots of the 
African child’.  

Wearing her odhelela scarf, blossom recently took her soulful songs to 
the World music day commemoration in Paris, where she was warmly 
received. she concluded her european tour in Finland, performing at 
a wedding, and representing Namibia on a musical and educational 
programme. "there is something very special about Finland," she said of 
the scandinavian country. "but Paris was the highlight of my visit. there 
i was exposed to how much people really appreciate the arts. it is true that 
France is the heart of art,” she says with a smile. 

Judging by the mesmerising sounds of her latest single, Komuthima 
Gwomeya, only the best can be expected of the singer's long-awaited debut 
album. Find blossom on Facebook and twitter, or make direct contact at 
blossom.destiny@gmail.com.

Text	zenao Angula
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Sing, namibia! 
Sing	while	you	win!
Text	Marita van rooyen  
Photographs COta youth Choir, voices of namibia, konstatin tschovikov
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Fanie, conductor of the COTA Youth 
Choir, played his instrument well, as 
did Rayno with the VON Choir. This 

country, these conductors, and the 
names of their choirs are now officially 

vibrating on the lips of the whole 
world’s choir fraternity. Namibia  

has done it again!

outstanding performance in the mixed youth choir 
category. the choir members’ exclusive line-up of 
traditional music in the Folklore category, which 
included the damara song, Ti Mama, even landed 
them a groupie. After the last notes died down, a 
nameless lady ran after them to say that, even though 
she hadn’t understood a word, she’d understood the 
message, and it was wonderful.

in effect it was a combination of their traditional 
spirit and western melodies that blew the crowds 
away in the mixed youth choir category. And they 
must have been nothing short of outstanding, because 
south African judge renette bouwer applauded them 
with, “this is a great achievement, especially in that 
category! i am so happy for you.”

Win	 while	 you’re	 singing,	 and	 sing	
while	 you’re	 winning!	 This	 is	 exactly	
what	Namibia	did	–	with	true	national	
pride	–	at	the	2012	World	Choir	Games	
in	Cincinnati,	USA.	Under	the	batons	of	
Rayno	Burger	and	Fanie	Dorfling,	 the	
Voices	of	Namibia	(VON)	Choir	and	the	
College	of	the	Arts	(COTA)	Youth	Choir	
brought	back	Silver	and	Gold!

Let the games begin

the World choir games is officially the largest 
choral competition in the world. inspired by the 

olympic principle, the goal of the games is to unite 
people from all nations around the globe through 
singing in peaceful competition. For 11 days in July, 
362 choirs with 15 000 participants from 64 countries 
participated in the 2012 games. For Namibia, and for 
the Voices of Namibia choir, it was the second time to 
make waves at this level. 

At the previous choir games – led by the now 
retired ernst van biljon and held in china in 2010 –  
the VoN choir group participated in three categories 
and brought back two silver medals and one gold. 
says rayno: “We were very fortunate to represent 
Africa as a continent during the opening ceremony 
that year.” in 2011 rayno took over the role as 
conductor and with his small choir of 32 went all 
out this year by bowling over the crowds with 
exceptional performances in the Folklore and mixed 
choir categories.

For the cotA youth choir members it was their 
first opportunity to compete, and it was amazingly 
successful. Fanie pushed all 52 members of the youth 
choir until there was literally no love left between 
singers and conductor. “For the last couple of weeks 
before we left, we practised until we dropped. most 
nights we walked out of the cotA premises only at 
23:00. the choir members hated me.” 

Well, it definitely paid off!

Singing and winning
“We represented Namibia in one of the greatest ways 

possible – through song.” music is an international 
binding tool, all the more so if there are unique voices 
accompanying the melodies. 

the youth choir waltzed away with gold in the 
Folklore category and achieved another gold for its 
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 the choir members ended their representation 
of Namibia with a Friendship concert, receiving a 
standing ovation after each song. 

“We got so much out of this competition! it 
was both educational and held great formative 
value for the group. i think the members all 
realised that hard work pays off. For me, it 
was amazing to be with them on this journey.  
despite walking away with two gold awards, it 
was through touching the hearts and souls of the 
listeners that we achieved the most,” says Fanie with  
a smile.

the Voices of Namibia impressed equally. “the 
group really went all out to make sure that Namibia 
was put on the map while touring the united states. 
We advertised and promoted Namibia and did a  
really good job. And now – at least in the cities and 
towns we visited – everyone knows about our 
wonderful country.”

Magnificent musical mingling
When in the united states, the Voices of Namibia 

choir took the opportunity to let the world know that 
Namibia had arrived. starting in Washington dc, they 
took part in the serenade Festival and performed at 
a church service in the Alfred street baptist church. 
“We, in combination with the ihlombe choir from 
south Africa, were the official choirs for the service in 
this African-American church. What an experience! it 
was broadcast live on television and on the internet. 
the church had a full house. it was amazing!” 

the group also performed in Fairfield, chicago, 
and st louis, supported by a large group of Namibian 
expats. then they took their Voices to Ann Arbor  
and Westchester. “in Westchester we were met by a 
local choir and had a wonderful icebreaker session 
where we exchanged a Namibian song for a Native 
American one.

that night they had another full house. “our last 
concert was in New york. Again we were blessed 
with Namibians sitting right in front in the audience,  
supporting their fellow countrymen. i feel truly proud 
of our trip and what we’ve achieved.”

on their way to the games, Fanie and the youth choir 
also stopped for an exchange. An ex-choir member 
had invited them to perform at the international 
bach Academy in stuttgart, germany. it turned out 
to be a great musical exchange, with the germans 
picking up some amazing traditional Namibian tunes,  
while the Namibians now know bach on an entirely 
different level. 

a high note from some of 
the singers
Sarah Situde, 20, COta youth Choir, Student in 
Education and languages at unaM and COta 
youth Choir leader, in the choir for six years: 
“All the choirs were amazing. You tend to think there’s 
only one choir that’s the best, which stands out  
from the rest, but then you realise that all the per-
formances are spectacular in their own way. When 
we performed in the Folklore category – this is my 
favourite memory – some of the judges started cry-
ing. We could sense that the audience felt it as well. 
It was a very special experience.”

Jay-Jay isaacs, 22, COta youth Choir, self-employed 
at king records, lOl and Jay’s Studios, in the choir 
for three years: 
“Our music says it all: at the final Friendship Concert 
in Cincinnati where we performed traditional songs, 
we made almost everyone in the audience cry. We 
received a standing ovation after every song; the 
crowds were awesome! The experience brought 
something new to us. We want to be one of the best 
choirs in the world, and we’re not far off. We know 
that with practice, commitment, focus and trust in 
each other we can achieve anything. After this trip, 
we’re all the more inspired and motivated by what 
we heard from the other choirs. It gave us the aspira-
tion to be the best.”

the st matthäus church, a stuttgart shopping  
mall, the main train station, and a certain german  
bride, will never be the same after the choir enter-
tained them with impromptu, flash mob, and pro-
fessional performances. 

Let the Games continue
For both choirmasters it’s now back to the grindstone 

to prepare the singers for the next World choir games 
in 2014, to be held in riga, latvia, one of the world’s 
most well-known historical music cities. but have no 
fear; there will be sufficient public performances in 
between to give local audiences a taste of their success. 

rayno admits that it is has been a dream come true to 
lead this group to the World choir games. “i learned so 
much during this time, and i'm so inspired and ready 
for the next chapter of Voices of Namibia. i was very 
lucky to have had some of the best singers in Namibia 
join our group. From here on forward, we can build an 
even better and stronger group, and we will be much 
better prepared for 2014.”

says Fanie, who has been conducting all four cotA 
choirs for the past seven years, “i’m happy with where 
i am  as conductor, and with the direction in which my 
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Eslon Hindundu, 18, COta youth Choir, Student at 
Concordia High School, in the choir for three years:
“The singing was absolutely amazing, and the lis-
tening was even better. To hear all those different 
harmonies was ear-opening. It wakened this feeling 
inside me that I can’t put into words. I have never 
experienced a choir event like this before. My favour-
ite performance was in St Matthäus Church – the 
acoustics were simply something out of this world.”

gordon gowaseb, 20, COta youth Choir, gap year, 
in the choir for one year: 
“We were hoping for one Gold, and walked away 
with two! The standing ovations we were given at 
the Friendship Concert marked the first time any 
choir received a response like this. And the next 
thing you knew, everyone’s eyes – including our 
own – were all teary! I would love the world to know 
about us, and they will! We’re aiming for the top.”

lydia auala, 32, voices of namibia, microbiologist/
project manager, and manager of vOn since 2009 
when the project was started under the organisa-
tion imba namibia: 
“Singing is a collateral exercise that brings nations 
together and harnesses the true meaning of repre-
senting a human diaspora of any nation. I loved the 
fact that the world was still in awe of the simplicity, 
mystery and deepness of Africa. The richness of its 
music brings about an undiscovered rhythm that is  
still as new as when Columbus discovered the 
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Americas. People flocked to the Voices of Namibia 
concerts out of curiosity about Namibia. The gen-
eral responses and questions were always, “How is it  
possible to mix so many facets of the arts and make 
it look so simple and enjoyable? You guys are not 
artists; you are the arts! 

“Our most memorable concerts were in a small  
town in Iowa called Fairfield. The reception and 
warmth of the audiences there really touched us, 
so much so that when we were leaving, the group  
actually cried. At the Choral Games, even though 
we were up against world champions, the Namibian 
choirs were the only two that received standing  
ovations from audienes coloured by musical experts 
from all over the world. In the spirit of promot-
ing Namibia, we also realised that we needed  
to sharpen our skills by being more compatible and 
competitive internationally. 

“For the 2014 Games we plan to prepare a year in 
advance instead of only six months. We also plan 
to take a bigger group, and possibly a third choir. 
In 2010, Namibia was represented by one choir. This 
year Namibia sent two choirs. In 2014, the mother 
organisation, Imba Namibia, in collaboration with its 
partners, is hoping to send three choirs. This time 
round we want to harness all the help we can get 
from musical experts on voice and conducting. We 
can only grow bigger and better.”

choirs are going. i’ll be doing this job until the day i 
can no longer lift my arms, or until i start shaking too 
much from old age.” 

A singing culture
Fanie and rayno aren’t the only choirmasters to take 

Namibia’s voices to stardom. ernst van biljon made 
history way back in 1981 when the cantare Audire 
choir placed Namibia on the world map by winning  
the coveted first prize in the section for mixed choirs 
at the international eisteddfod in llangollen, Wales. 
it was the first choir from a country outside the 
communistic east block countries to win the prize 
in over 20 years. including his time as conductor 
of Voices of Namibia and the National youth choir, 
ernst has more than 30 years of professional 
conducting experience. He is hailed as Namibia’s 
pioneer conductor, as an internationally acclaimed 
representative, and as an esteemed judge. ernst is a 
member of the World choir council, and judged at the 
World choir games in 2006 and 2008. 

ena Venter, conductor of the mascato coastal youth 
choir, and Wilna liebenberg, former leader of the 
National youth choir, have both played major roles in 



56                       .com.na



57                       .com.na

Corinna van Wyk, 30, voices of namibia, legal prac-
titioner, with vOn in 2010 (it was then a once-off 
project) and again from 2011: 
“In Namibia, we love to sing. It’s a part of our culture, 
no matter what background we hail from. And for 
many of the choir members, that’s exactly why we 
sing. The Choir Games has an extra edge to it. In addi-
tion to the passion for music, you have to learn to dis-
cipline yourself as an individual, and also as a team. 
But, despite the difficulties of competing with music 
on a different level and raising funds in a small coun-
try such as ours, the tour really gave us confidence 
in our passion and skills. We certainly experienced 
how the world comes together through song, and 
it was incredible! But the most amazing was doing 
what we had set out to do. Going out there gave 
us the tools and creativity to improve our music. In  
preparation for the next Choir Games (yes, we are 
already in full swing) we hope to have a bigger choir. 
It’s just so much easier to make beautiful sounds 
with a fuller group.”

the development of choral music in Namibia. Wilna 
wrote her master's thesis on the khoekhoegowab 
music of the Nama and damara people of Namibia. she  
took the Namibia National youth choir and 
swakopmund männerchor to europe, where they 
received standing ovations. 

then we also have the culture of lodge choirs – a 
very special treat for dinner guests staying at lodges, 
many in the far reaches of our country. these are not 
professional choirs, but a group of singers consisting 
of chefs, cooks, waitresses, housekeepers, barmen and 
managers who work in the lodges. they have no formal 
training, and have acquired their level of expertise 
solely by practising together after hours. 

A selection of these choirs performs annually at the 
Joint Venture lodges choir competition at the Namib-
ian tourism expo in Windhoek to aspire for the top 
spot. the competition has been held on and off since 
2007, and consistently since 2010. this year the doro 
Nawas lodge choir from damaraland walked away as 
mastersingers. the group will now be representing 
Namibia musically at the Adventure travel trade As-
sociation (AttA) global trade network in october, in 
lucerne, switzerland, where Namibia will be the host. 
the team consists of a seven-member ensemble, in-
cluding waiters, a chef, an assistant manager, a house-
keeper and a barman.

augustinus ngombe, 19, voices of namibia, educa-
tion student at unaM, with the choir for a year:
“It was my dream to sing on an international stage 
and hear the response from all over the world about 
our ‘rainbow-teamed’ voices. It was a beautiful learn-
ing experience, and valuable to understand how to 
appreciate and improve our current musical level. 
Most importantly, we need to start valuing music 
in our own country, because it is only then that we 
can acknowledge and preserve the efforts made by 
different musical contributors. Singing is a develop-
ment that, like any other, needs proper systematic 
planning and organising. We’re hoping to come first 
next time, but we need a bigger group that is dedi-
cated and that has strong voices – and the financial 
backing to get there.”

Keep an eye on the COTA Youth Choir Namibia 
and Voices of Namibia Facebook pages for 
information on performances and auditions.
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tOnguE tWiStErS
From ‘Around the rugged rock, the ragged rascal 
ran’ to ‘red leather, yellow leather’, a key part of 
mastering a language is being able to master its 
tongue twisters. they are always decidedly odd 
sentences. one French tongue twister featuring 
the ‘s’ sound focuses on food:

Combien de sous sont ces saucissons-ci? Ces 
saucissons-ci sont six sous: 
How	 much	 are	 these	 sausages	 here?	 These	
sausages	here	are	six	cents.	

A german tongue twister that offers a lot of 
practice in the pronunciation of ‘sch’ portrays a 
rather dangerous situation:	

Zwei schwartze schleimige Schlangen sitzen 
zwischen zwei spitzigen Steinen und zischen: 
Two	black	slimy	snakes	sit	between	two	pointed	
stones	and	hiss.	

OtHer fAvOurites iNclude:

kuku kaki kakak kakak ku kayak kuku kaki 
kakek kakek ku (indonesian):	
My	sister’s	toenails	look	like	my	grandfather’s.	

als vliegen achter vliegen vliegen, vliegen 
vliegen vliegensvlug (dutch):	
If	flies	fly	behind	flies,	flies	will	fly	like	lightning.

król karol kupił królowej karolinie korale koloru 
koralowego (Polish): 
King	Karl	 bought	Queen	Caroline	 coral-coloured	
beads.

adam Jacot de 

boinod was a researcher 

on the first series of QI, the 

BBC quiz programme hosted by 

Stephen Fry. He is a linguist who 

looks at all the wonderful vocabulary, 

both in the English language and in 

the foreign languages of the world, 

and the	author of	The Meaning  

of Tingo, published by		

Penguin Books 

Quite
interesting,  

or	what?

EngliSH QuiZ
A garter tied below the knee of a young 
man as a sign that he was about to make 
an offer of marriage (Burns: Halloween 
1785) is a:

(a)  wooer-bab

(b)  trothal-tie

(c)  gaudy-gart, or

(d)  knee-knocker?

FOrEign QuiZ
Tingo is…

(a)  the bulgarian name for the soft  
 drink tango,

(b)  the first person singular of the  
 romani (gypsy) verb meaning: to  
 ring a bell, or

(c)  an Easter island verb meaning:  
 to steal objects from a friend’s  
 house, one by one, until there  
 are none left?

turn	over	for	quiz	answers
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MY fAvOurite wOrds 
FROM	THE	WORLD’S	
LANGUAGES

 ą tekab (Maguindanaon, Philippines)	–	
a	fish	opening	its	mouth	and	producing	
bubbles

 ą aiagata (yamana, Chile)	–	to	rise	up	
on	end	and	take	a	deep	dive	as	the	whale	
when	it	raises	its	flukes

 ą hu-q-a (nuuchahnulth, Canada)	–	a	
salmon	going	along	with	its	dorsal	fin	out	
of	the	water

 ą lantar (iban, Sarawak + brunei)	–	the	
skid	mark	left	on	a	river	bank	by	a	boat	or	
crocodile	sliding	into	the	water

 ą phitsisitse (Setswana, botswana)	–	to	
kill	an	insect	by	crushing	it	between	the	
finger	and	thumb

idiOMs Of tHe wOrld 
TO	CARRY	COALS	TO	
NEWCASTLE

 ą Eulen nach athen tragen 
(german).	Taking	owls	to	Athens.

 ą yezdit' b tulu s svoim samovarom  
(russian).	He’s	going	to	Tula,	taking	his	
own	samovar.

 ą vendere ghiaccio agli eschimesi 
(italian).	Selling	ice	to	the	Eskimos.

 ą Echar agua al mar (Spanish).	To	
throw	water	into	the	sea	

 ą Es como llevar naranjas a 
valencia (Spanish). This	is	like	taking	
oranges	to	Valencia.	

 ą vizet hord a dunába (Hungarian).	
He	is	taking	water	to	the	Danube.

QuiZ anSWErS 
eNGlisH: (a) wooer-bab

fOreiGN: (c) An Easter Island verb meaning: to steal objects 

from a friend’s house, one by one, until there are none left.

THE	WORD	 
cAleNture	(1593)	

Distemper	peculiar	to	sailors	in	hot	

climates,	wherein	they	imagine	the	sea	to	

be	green	fields,	and	will	throw	themselves	

into	it.
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Planted	in	namibia’s 
hearts and minds
Text Jana-Mari Smith
Photograph adrian dennis

When	 Namibia’s	 Paralympian	 sprinter	
Johanna	 Benson	 stormed	 across	 the	
finish	line	of	the	Women’s	T37	200-me-
tre	race	on	7	September,	she	not	only	
ensured	 that	 her	 name	 would	 enter	
Namibia’s	 history	 books,	 but	 that	 her	
life	would	be	irrevocably	transformed.

Johanna beat her competitors by setting a new 
African record and a personal best time of 29.26 
seconds, firmly planting herself in the hearts and 

minds of a proud Namibian nation. 
Her gold-medal victory led to Namibia’s national 

anthem resounding across an olympic or 
Paralympic stadium for the first time in 
history, signalling a new Namibian hero’s 
rise to fame and glory. 

Famed sprinter Frank Fredericks, 
who won a total of four silver medals 
for Namibia at the 1992 (two) and 1996 
(two) olympic games, fittingly placed the  
gold medal around Johanna’s neck at the 
medal ceremony. 

For Johanna, it was her second time on the  
podium at the 2012 london Paralympic games, having 
nabbed a silver medal in the t37 100-metre race a few 
nights before. 

Johanna hails from Walvis bay. According to her 
family, her gift for sprinting was discovered when she 
was 14. With her athletics ability, she followed in the 
footsteps of her grandmother, who was also an athlete. 

Although Johanna was born with partial paralysis 
on the left side of her body, her family says she took to 
athletics like a natural. Her disability has certainly not 
hampered her hunger to be a winner. 

Hundreds of adoring fans, clad in t-shirts hailing 
their hero’s achievements, swarmed Namibia’s streets 
to welcome Johanna’s return in mid-september, shortly 
after the closing of the Paralympic games. 

Johanna’s determination, strength and sheer skill, and 
her silver and gold medal wins, were amply rewarded in 
the week following her return.

Namibia’s President Hifikepunye Pohamba personally 
pledged a new home for the benson family in Walvis bay, 
and handed Namibia’s golden girl a diplomatic passport. 

moreover, the 22-year-old super athlete was awarded 
N$100 000 for her gold medal and an additional N$70 000 
for her silver medal.

And finally, Johanna and her Paralympic teammates 
have attracted the attention of the private and public 
sector, making them aware of their grit and abilities. so 
the sponsors are lining up! 

“your light shone so brightly that it lit up the 
whole of Namibia with joy. tears of happiness flowed 

unrestrained when the Namibian 
flag was hoisted and the national 
anthem was played to the whole 
world,” said monica Nashandi, 
general manager of NamPower,  
to the press at Windhoek’s Hosea 
kutako international Airport 
shortly after Johanna’s return. 

NamPower, Namibia’s power 
utility company, has been the only institution in Namibia 
that has loyally supported disability sport Namibia 
(dsN) by making regular donations to  support Namibia’s 
Paralympic team. 

shortly before the departure of Paralympic team 
Namibia, the company made a sponsorship of N$700 000 
to dsN.

A proud deputy sports minister, Pohamba shifeta, 
who had accompanied the athletes to the london games, 
praised Paralympic team Namibia. “We have a very 
small quantity, but they are big in quality,” he boasted. 

He praised all five athletes who had qualified for the 
games, and thanked the coaches and the rest of the  
team Namibia unit for their tireless efforts and out-
standing achievements.

“What Johanna has achieved is an inspiration to all 
sportsmen and -women in Namibia.”

“What Johanna 
has achieved, is 
an inspiration to 

all sports men and 
women in Namibia.”
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Text		Edward Jenkins
Photographs	Edward Jenkins,  Justin Ennis, Paul Scott

Towards	 the	 end	 of	 September		
the	 National	 Marine	 Aquarium	 in	
Swakopmund	 was	 reopened	 to		
the	 public	 following	 extensive	 re-
novation	and	additions	 that	 inclu-
ded	a	new	 ‘touch’	 tank,	 improved	
lighting	in	the	main	container,	and	
interactive	desks	and	touch-screen	
computers	for	children.	

National	Marine	Aquarium

an essential role  
in public education

soon after its opening in 1995, the aquarium 
became a mecca for tourists and locals alike. 
However, leakages and the deterioration of 

the artificial rock inside the exhibition tanks neces- 
sitated its closure in 2010. 

Among other upgrades, the N$14-million-dollar 
renovation entailed a much-needed ‘chiller’ system 
for the facility. “Previously, during the hot summer 
months, the introduced ocean water could become 
warm enough to imperil many of our cold-water  
species,” explains senior research technician at the 
ministry of Fisheries and marine resource (mFmr), 
André van Niekerk, gesturing toward the Atlantic 
ocean, visible in a sweeping panorama from the first-
floor windows of the National marine Aquarium. 
“With the new  system, the displays will be less 
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André and his colleagues at the mFmr were 
instrumental in developing the touch-screen program 
for the new interactive exhibit. “All our sections 
had input in the process,” he says. children are now 
able to navigate through the food chain, learn about 
the importance of upwelling, and gain a better 
understanding of the commercial fish species that are 
critical to the Namibian economy. “they’ll learn how 
these fish are managed, who lives where, and who eats 
what,” André explains. 

dr Anja kreiner has worked for the mFmr for 14 
years. Having been raised on a Namibian farm, far 
from the ocean, her career as a marine scientist might 
seem improbable, but her passion for the ocean is 
obvious, as is her commitment to share its wonders 
with  the  people  of  Namibia.

Anja points out that the role of the mFmr scientists 
in education extends well beyond the aquarium, with 
target populations ranging from pre-school through to 
university students, as well as to the general public. 

”We are available for school programmes when re-
quested by teachers,” reports Anja. “our programmes 
are intended to make learners aware that tampering 
with one part of the marine ecosystem will impact the 
others. the first step is to make people understand 
that the ocean is not like a big dam (pond) on the farm. 
many children are amazed when they first learn 

that oceans have currents and varying depths,”  
she explains. 

she notes that, because much of the Namibian 
population lives in a dry desert environment, 
it’s important to remind them that most of 
earth’s oxygen is derived from marine plants, 
and that ocean currents regulate the world’s 

climate. “they need to understand that everyone 
benefits from the oceans, not only those who live 

near them. our education programmes focus on two 
questions: ‘Why is the ocean important to you?’ and 
‘What can you do to protect the ocean?’”

during the time the aquarium was closed, 
many school classes visited the ministry offices in 
swakopmund. However, since transportation for the 
learners was sometimes problematical, scientists were 
prepared to travel to school sites for presentations, 
and regularly hosted ‘tide Pool talks’, primarily for 
elementary schoolchildren, on the rocky shore near 
the offices and aquarium. 

university of Namibia and Polytechnic of  
Namibia students frequently visit the facility, where 
– in addition to learning about the ocean environment 
– they may also be briefed regarding the functions and 
role of the mFmr within the Namibian government. 

 
Children 

are taught that 
everyone benefits 

from the oceans, not 
just those who live 

near them
stressed during the really  
hot months.”

Perhaps the most obvious change 
for returning guests is the new ray tank, replacing the 
tide Pool exhibit just inside the entrance. “many of 
the tide-pool animals tended to stay in the back of the 
tank, where guests had difficulty seeing them,” explains 
André. He adds that the abrupt water flow designed to 
simulate tidal movement left the floors wet, creating 
a hazard for guests. “the new ‘touch tank’ allows a 
‘hands-on’ experience for our visitors,” he says.

improved lighting in the first-floor area now  
brightens the main exhibition tank, and children can  
sit at the new child-sized interactive desks, giving  
them a look at colourful tropical fish. touch-screen 
computers allow young guests and learners to explore 
the marine environment.
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“the ministry also plays a role in 
public education and debate,” says Anja. 
“town Hall meetings have covered a 
number of topics, including a recent debate 
on the marine phosphate mining issue, where 
both sides had an opportunity to present their 
positions. occasionally, environmentally themed 
movies are presented in public forums.” 

mFmr scientists and staff provide support for the 
planning and execution of international World oceans 
day, celebrated in June each year. this year some  
250 to 300 local high-school students took part in a 
variety of activities, such as the coastal biodiversity 
Week celebrated in Walvis bay, swakopmund, and 
Henties bay during september. the event provided 
an opportunity for residents and visitors to help – and 
appreciate – Namibia’s near-pristine coast. 

the reopened National marine Aquarium will 
serve to augment the education different programmes 
presented by the ministry of Fisheries and marine 

resources, as well as add value to swakopmund as a 
tourist destination. 

And the charismatic sea turtle, a familiar resident 
to visitors of the aquarium before it was closed for  
renovation, now continues to enchant visitors as it 
glides through the water with grace and beauty.

The long-
awaited reopening 

of the National Marine 
Aquarium serves to augment 
the education programmes of 

the Ministry of Fisheries 
and Marine Resources 
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enter a photograph of your most treasured 
experience while on holiday in N amibia, and 
stand a chance of winning a return flight on 

Air Namibia to the land of wide-open spaces and  
abundant wildlife.

Passengers on Air Namibia are invited to share me-
morable moments with fellow passen gers on this 
page in Flamingo. enter your photograph in any 
format you like. (When submitting your photo graph, 
please give it a title and state your full name, date of 
flight and flight number. local residents must include 
a scan of their boarding pass).

A selection of the most stri king images will be chosen 
for the monthly travellers’  P hoto gallery. 

One overall winner will be chosen annually. 

Visit http://www.flamingo.com.na/ct/archive.php for 
previous editions of  Flamingo

JUlIa	haMMoND	Afternoon stroll

68                       .CoM.Na

Travellers‘ photo Gallery

Our Journeys Change Lives                                                                                         wilderness-safaris.com

Send us your 

best HolidAy 

Pics and you could 

WiN a return trip 

to ANy Air Namibia 

destiNAtioN!

flamingo@

mac.com.na

NIColaS	leroy	Desert feast
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DetleV	reIMaNN	Kings of the branch

JerMaNNeke	haVeMaNN	Gentle dispute
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Text	and	photographs	ron Swilling  

Jutting into the Atlantic ocean, the swakop-
mund Jetty allows you to walk on water into a 
realm usually reserved for oceanic beings. the 

extraordinary structure leads to Jetty 1905, positioned 
right at its point, and provides the unusual restaurant 
with a spectacular setting. glass-windowed and 
surrounded by sea, the spacious Jetty 1905 is an 
eclectic fusion of décor and scrumptious food.

the predominantly modern matt-black interior is 
accentuated with a line of curvaceous art-deco chairs 
in striking red, while chandelier-type light fittings add 
a hint of flamboyance to the scene. An open kitchen 
– hosted by smiling staff, a sushi conveyor belt and 
wide windows that frame the tempestuous Atlantic – 
opens onto the long dining area and an outside deck 
protected from the south-westerly winds.

the fare on the menu is exciting and 
fresh. A wide selection of sushi inclu- 
ding the ‘speciality sushi’, Walvis bay 
oysters, tapas-style dishes and chef’s 
choice, provide the diner with many 
options. the smaller portions of  
sushi and tapas-style dishes en-
courage diners to share and taste a  
variety of food, leading up to the 
chef’s choice or main dishes, which 
feature old favourites such as Namib 
springbok loin and a copious seafood plat-
ter replete with crayfish, grilled Walvis bay 
oysters, mussels, tempura and grilled prawns,  
calamari, kabeljou and kingklip. 

take a walk into Atlantic blue 
 Jetty 1905, sWAkoPmuNd

where ANd wheN
Located at the end of Swakopmund’s famous pier, 
Jetty 1905 is open seven days a week for lunch, from 
12:00 to 14:00, and dinner, from 17:00 to 22:00. On 
Fridays to Sundays it is also open for afternoon bites 
(sushi, oysters, salads and coffee and cake), from 14:00 
to 17:00.
		
+262 64 40 5664

sushi is a highlight for many, and the menu includes 
the more basic Japanese sushi dishes, maki and nigiri, 
with western-style inside-out rolls and rainbow rolls. 
the beauty of sushi lies in the explosion of different 
flavours that combine with the fish: the saltiness of the 
soya sauce; and the surprising fresh taste of wasabi 
and pickled ginger. 

sunsets are magical times at Jetty 1905. shafts of light 
colour the interior and at certain times diners may 
be fortunate to see flocks of terns diving for shrimp, 
flamingos flying past, and even dolphins and seals. 
built originally in 1905 for ships to unload their goods 
onto the shores of the small desert settlement, the jetty 
has witnessed over a century of change.  rebuilt and 

reincarnated, it now offers views to 
rival those from the historical 

Woermann tower, and a 
restaurant to savour the 

fresh taste of the sea.

CHEF’S 
CHOiCE

The speciality sushi dish, Hiro, 
served with spicy chilli sauce, is cooked to 
perfection by chef Tsepo Mabunda. Crab, 

prawn and tuna are rolled in crumbs and 
then flash deep-fried so that they are 

crunchy outside while remaining 
fresh and raw inside – a taste 

sensation that makes other sushi 
dishes look ordinary.



72                       .com.na

yES! i want to receive Flamingo regularly

Title .............     Initial............    
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Delivery address..............................................................................

................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................
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Payment for one year/12 editions (Postage included)

Namibia.....................N$120.00  
Southern Africa..........R150.00
International..............E50.00

Payment Options: (please cross)
     Direct Deposits can be made to Nedbank Namibia,
					Account Name: Venture Publications cc “Flamingo”
					Branch: Independence Avenue Windhoek
					Account No: 1100 0058 426 Branch code: 461 038
     Acknowledgement of payment will only be made upon 
					receipt of a deposit slip. Deposit slips can be faxed 
					together with subscription form to (+264 61) 220410
     Cheque payments can be posted to Flamingo.

For further information: flamingo@mac.com.na

Subscription

in-FligHt 
WindOW SHOPPing
An easy way to access information on important ser-
vices and places, Namibian products and interesting 
opportunities. refer to the classified advertisements 
for contact details to make your stay in Namibia me-
morable and carefree.

advErtiSing

to advertise in Air Namibia’s 

in-flight magazine or to 

participate in the in-flight 

window shopping section, 

contact Annalien basson at 

tel (+264 61) 2891626

Fax (+264 61) 22 0410

e-mail: flamingo@mac.com.na
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Shop	Window

Restaurant Gathemann

We offer exquisite cuisine, a selec-
tion of excellent wines combined with 
a personal service.

Open Monday - Saturday
Tel/Fax (++264 61) 22 3853
gatheman@mweb.com.na
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Shop	Window

We offer a International cuisine, 
a selection of  Namibian, Angolan 
and Portuguese dishes.

416 Independence Ave, Windhoek
Tel: 061 240786 
Email: paguelrestaurant@africaonline.com.na
Kitchen open from 12h00 to 22h00 (Tuesday  
to Sunday), Closed on Mondays. 
Kiddies menu now available

Traditional Angolan Strips of Barbecued Beef/
Fitas Grelhadas

The Famous Portuguese Peri Peri Chicken (Hot 
or Not) / Famoso Frango No Churrasco

Traditional Oshiwambo Chicken/Oxuxwa , 
Goat Head/Omutwe Woshi kombo , Goat Tripe /
Omatangala Oshikombo
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www.bankwindhoek.com.na

x

Successful investing is about the long run. It takes dedication, skill and a 
lot of patience. That is why; if you invest with Bank Windhoek, we will 
remain dedicated and committed to help you ensure your investment 
never loses sight of your goals. Visit any Bank Windhoek branch today 
and let’s get your investment up and running in no time.   

TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY

your investment stamina


