
November 2012

Air Namibia in-flight 
magazine 

Your free copy

www.flamingo.com.na
www.airnamibia.com.na









/3
06

6

HOW TO WIN:

Give yourself more reasons to go internet wild! 
Enter the speedlink bonanza! N$ 5 000 is up for 

grabs every week until 15 December 2012. To 
qualify to win, simply upgrade, or sign up, for a new 

speedlink package for your Home or Business. 
.

Winners will be announced on our   facebook page. 

Visit your nearest Teleshop now!  

or SMS “bonanza” to 060123
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A sprinkle of architectural magic here with a splash of interior décor everywhere and the duckling is 
turned into a swan. The newly revamped Premium Bistro is a sight for sore eyes. It screams Namibia 
with a modern twist. It is the perfect chill zone for any traveller in dire need of a quick bite before 
embarking on a long journey. Come savour Namibia one last time before flying off into the sunset 
next time you are in the departure hall at Hosea Kutako International Airport.

www.paragonnamibia.com 

Revamped to perfectionRevamped to perfection

H
an

dc
ra

fte
d 

by
 re

do
ra

ng
e 

12
/0

8/
13

7



  

MD’s Message

Have an 
enjoyable 
flight with 

us today  
Ms Theo Namases
Managing Director

WELCOME ON BOARD
Thank you for choosing to fly Air Namibia. I trust you will have an enjoyable flight with 
us today. If you have any queries or need our assistance, please feel free to ask any of our 
cabin-crew members.

As we head into early summer in Namibia, it will not be long before the rainy season 
is upon us. For me this is a special time, as much of the flora of our beautiful country 
is bursting into bloom, and the contrasting beauty of the landscape is becoming ever 
more striking.

The changing seasons bring new life and opportunities, and at Air Namibia we are pleased 
to welcome business and leisure travellers who make use of our services at this time of 

the year. Namibia is growing in status as a destination, and many tourists visit 
our beautiful country to view the breath-taking scenery, one example being 
the Fish River Canyon, reputedly the second-largest canyon in the world (the 
largest being the Grand Canyon in the United States of America). It is part of 
our mission as an airline to help the Namibian tourism industry to thrive and 
reach its full potential. 

In order to improve our service to business and leisure passengers alike, we 
have recently made a few small changes to our flight schedules. These include 
the addition of a sixth weekly flight to Luanda and adjustments to the timing of 
our flights to Walvis Bay so that they offer better connections to other parts of 
our network. Air Namibia is proud to offer an extensive range of services within 
Namibia, across southern Africa and to Europe – for further details of these, 
please see the Timetable section elsewhere in this issue of Flamingo, or visit our 
website at www.airnamibia.com.na.

If you are planning a business trip to Namibia, you may be interested to know that Air 
Namibia can also provide air-cargo shipment services – particularly on our regional and 
intercontinental routes. For further information, kindly see the contact details on page 
14 of this magazine.

It is my great privilege to be able to offer people from around the world the 
hospitality and friendliness of Namibia through the services provided by 
our national carrier. I thank you for flying Air Namibia and look forward to 
welcoming you on board again soon.
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Welcome on Board

Thank you for choosing to fly Air Namibia. We promise to do 
everything we can to ensure you have an enjoyable flight. If you 
have any queries or need assistance, please feel free to ask any of 
our cabin crew.

CABIN ASSISTANTS
On flights operated using the Airbus A340-
300 and A319-100; the Boeing B737-500 
aircraft and Embraer ERJ135, Passengers 
are catered for by highly trained cabin crew. 
If you require anything to make your flight 
more comfortable, do not hesitate to ask 
them for assistance. On flights operated by 
the Embraer ERJ135 - the flight is single class 
and has one cabin crew present to assist 
with your needs.

AIRBUS A340-300
On the Airbus A340-300 aircraft, each 
seat has a mini-console on the side of one 
armrest. The mini-console has a switch for 
your reading light, a button for calling a 
cabin attendant, a selector for choosing a 
radio or film channel, and a volume-control 
knob. Your earphones plug into a special 
socket on the mini-console

Economy Class passengers will find a foldout 
table mounted in the back of the seat in 
front of them. In Business Class, tables are 
set in the armrest of the seats. Personal 
assistance is provided on board our aircraft.

AIRBUS A319-100
The New Generation Airbus A319-100 
aircraft presents top-of-the-range comfort 
with generous legroom  (54 inch seat pitch 
in Business Class and 32 inch seat pitch in 
Economy Class), the interior offers a fresh 
look and feel, significantly increased overhead 
stowage to avoid congestions, a noticeable 
reduction in cabin noise levels, video and 
audio in-flight entertainment, passenger 
service unit design with LED technology, and 
the latest design enhanced cabin.

BOEING 737
This aircraft has overhead reading lights for 
passengers’ convenience. The overhead 
panel also contains an air vent, and the 
airflow may be adjusted by rotation. If 

you are seated in Economy Class, your table 
folds out of the back of the seat in front of 
you, while your table is set in the armrest of 
your seat if you are in Business Class. 

Embraer ERJ135
The Embraer ERJ135 aircraft seats 37 
passengers comfortably at 31 inches pitch. 
The flight is made smoother by the Embraers 
ability to fly above the weather.  Services 
onboard include: meals and beverages, 
a wardrobe, galleys, a washroom and 
overhead bins for baggage. The additional 
space can be used to stretch, while relaxing 
onboard the very swift ERJ135.

SPECIAL MEALS
On our flights, 
(on request) the 
following special 
meals are available for 
our passengers; Kosher, Halaal, 
Hindu, Oriental, Seafood, Vegetarian, 
Diabetic, Kiddies and Infant or Baby food.

SPECIAL SERVICE
Passengers with reduced mobility 
needing a wheelchair should state this 
requirement when making a reservation. A 
First-aid kit is carried on board our flights 
should passengers require eye drops, 
or medication for headaches, nausea, 
heartburn or any other relatively minor 
condition. We offer a special service for 
unaccompanied minors between the ages 
of 5 to 12. More details can be obtained at 
the time of making the reservation.

Make your journey even 

more rewarding 

by joining Reward$

 - Our frequent flyer programme -

• Accrue free miles when you fly 

• Use miles on any of our routes. 

• Purchase tickets, swap-miles, 

share-miles, pay for excess 

baggage; or to gain access to 

business class lounges across 

airports we operate from. 

ENROL NOW 
online at www.airnamibia.com.na 

, navigate to our Reward$ section. 

Click, Click, and fly Away. Reward$

Outstanding 
flexibility when 

redeeming  
your miles
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BABIES
For babies up to seven months old, a 
bassinet (Skycoy) 70 cm (28 inches) in 
length is available on international flights for 
safety and comfort. 
Please indicate 
your requirements 
when making your 
reservation. Special 
services are provided 
for babies and small 
children, including 
warming facilities for 
baby bottles. Your 
cabin attendant will 
be happy to assist you in this regard.

LUGGAGE
Hand luggage must be stowed under a seat 
or in the overhead bin during take-off and 
landing. Not only is this a safety precaution, 
but it also provides you with more leg room. 
Please keep your baggage tags and a copy 
of your ticket. Special care should be taken 
when packing glassware and liquids. Items 
such as medicine, jewelry, money, cameras, 
cellphones, security documents and other 
valuables should not be checked in. 

It is advisable to use a sturdy suitcase 
with a lock. Ensure that zips are secured 
when using soft suitcases. Claims can 
be reported at the following offices:  
> Windhoek, Air Namibia
> Johannesburg & Cape Town British 
Airways 

> Frankfurt, Air Namibia 
> Luanda, Air Namibia 
> Lusaka, National Airports 

Company
> Accra,  Air Namibia
>Or all other 
Namibian based 
Airports: Air Namibia

BEVERAGES
Alcohol is served only to passengers over 
18. Cabin staff have been instructed not 
to serve alcohol to passengers who appear 
intoxicated. Only liquor provided and served 
by Air Namibia may be consumed on board.

E-TICKETING
An electronic ticket or e-ticket is used 
to represent the purchase of a seat on a 
passenger airline. Once a reservation is 
made, an e-ticket exists only as a digital 
record in the airline computers.

Customers usually print out a copy of their 
receipt which contains the record locator 
or reservation number and the e-ticket 
number.

ELECTRONIC DEVICES
Passengers are requested not to make use 

of any electronic equipment 
on board the aircraft without 
consulting a cabin attendant. 
Equipment which might 
interfere with communications 
include the following: AF/FM/
TV transmitters and/receivers 
++ walkie-talkies ++ portable 

telephones ++ scanners ++ citizen 
band transceivers ++ cordless microphones 
+ satellite receivers ++ portable video 
equipment ++ electronic power convertors 
++ full-size computer printers ++ portable 
compact disc players ++ portable personal 
computers (these may be used only with 
the Captain’s permission). 

UPON ARRIVAL
Please ensure that you have all your personal 
belongings with you before disembarking. 
Should you require any assistance with 
onward flight bookings or similar matters, 
please contact our cabin crew.

DUTY FREE
For passengers on Frankfurt, Luanda, 
Lusaka and Accra flights, our duty-free 
catalogue, Sky Mall, will be handed 
out by the cabin attendants to enable 
passengers to purchase duty-free items. 

SMOKING
In accordance with Air Namibia’s policies, 
smoking is not permitted on any Air Namibia 
flights. Passengers should be aware that 
there are smoke detectors in the aircraft’s 
toilets and that any breach of this rule is a 
contravention of applicable laws.

SAFETY PROCEDURES
You will find an information sheet 
on safety procedures in your seat 
pocket. Please read it carefully 
and please listen attentively to 
all safety announcements and 
instructions from crew at all 
times while on board our flight.

ENTERTAINMENT
On international flights, consult our 
Entertainment guide in the seat pocket.

Our Call Centre
   is open

7days 
a Week
from 6am to 10pm
+ 264 61 299 6111
Saturday/Sunday 09:00 -17:00
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Luderitz

Oranjemund

Gaborone

Harare

Rundu
Katima 
Mulilo

Lusaka

Victoria Falls

Maun

Johannesburg

Cape Town

Walvis Bay

Ondangwa

Luanda

Accra

Windhoek

to Frankfurt
and beyond

Windhoek - Luanda
6a Frequência | 6th Frequency

A Air Namibia anuncia a sua 6a Frequência aos Sábados, a partir de 28 de Outubro 2012

Air Namibia proudly announces its 6th frequency on Saturdays starting 28 October 2012

Connections to 

Frankfurt, Accra, 
Cape Town and 
Johannesburg 

with Special Rates

Book Online: www.airnamibia.com.na
Call Centre +264 61 299 6111 or contact your Travel Agent.



New Operating Hours

Monday - Friday: 
06:00 - 22:00
Saturday & Sunday:  
09:00 – 17:00

... for your booking 
and reservation 
convenience.

Book Online: www.airnamibia.com.na
Call Centre +264 61 2996111 or contact your Travel Agent.

Introducing
Call Centre’s New 
Operating Hours
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events	calendar 

Send 	your 	 cont r ibu t ions 	 fo r 	 the 	Event s 	Ca l enda r 	 to 	 f l amingo@mac . com .na 	by 	 the 	15th 	o f 	 the 	p rev ious 	month

FESTIVAL
the annual tsumeb copper Festival, takes place until 
the 3rd (067 22 1056)

ExPO
the Namport erongo business and tourism expo incorporating 
the standard bank Auto show, at the walvis bay civic centre 
until the 3rd (081 128 7038)

ExhIbITIOn
Movements, paintings of landscapes and people by  
swiss-born, Namibian-based esther Fellner at the goethe centre 
until the 12th (061 22 5700, www.goethe.de)

ExhIbITIOn 
Speech Bubble, a collection of comics created in Namibia, at the 
blue Frog restaurant, Franco-Namibian cultural centre (FNcc), 
on view until the 8th (061 38 7330 or www.fncc.org.na)

ExhIbITIOn 
Worms and fractals, a collection of ‘organic’ paintings by  
gerdis stadtherr, at the goethe centre until the 8th (061 22 5700)

currently running...

Speech 
Bubble 

11 ThursdayThursday

ExPO
the hilton hotel‘s first hair, 

Nails & skin expo, takes place at 
the windhoek hilton until the 

3rd (061 296 2929)

AngLIng
the Namibian rock and surf 

Angling Association and cymot 
host the 3rd annual corporate 
angling event in henties bay 
until the 3rd (064 208 2278)

1

2

Thursday

Friday

ExhIbITIOn 
Namibia Today, artworks 

by various local artists, opens 
at the National Art gallery of 

Namibia (NAgN) in windhoek 
at 19:00, runs until 31 January 

2013 (061 23 1160)

FUnDRAISIng
the annual old mutual black 
bra event takes place at the 
skw in olympia, windhoek 
at 19:00. this year’s theme: 

Gatsby/Roaring 20s  
(061 27 9712 or  

sales3@spesbona.com.na)

Worms 
and 
fractals 
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november

Send	your 	cont r ibut ions 	 fo r 	 the 	Events 	Ca lendar 	 to 	 f l amingo@mac .com.na 	by 	 the 	15th 	o f 	 the 	p rev ious 	month

5

3

3

3

4

6

3

5

Monday

Saturday

Saturday

Saturday

Sunday

Tuesday

Saturday

Monday

ExhIbITIOn
New views after 20 years,  

the annual university of Namibia 
(uNAm) student-art exhibition,  

opens at the FNcc at 18:30, until  
6 december (061 38 7330 or  

www.fncc.org.na)

TRADE FAIR 
the annual kavango trade Fair 
takes place in rundu until the 

10th (066 25 5351)

FESTIVAL
the windhoek Jazz Festival 

takes place at the hage geingob 
stadium in windhoek as from 
18:00, with south Africans lira  
and salaelo selota as main acts  

and local jazz artists  
(jazz@events.com.na)

gUIDED WALK
At the National botanical gardens 

in windhoek, starting at 08:00  
(061 202 2020)

VOLLEYbALL 
the beach volleyball series takes 

place at the dts fields in olympia, 
as from 07:30 (081 244 8070)

FOOD & FLEA 
MARKET

in the old breweries complex in 
windhoek as from 08:00, with 
homemade products and new  

and secondhand goods  
(061 24 2222)

COnCERT
two rising stars of African music, 

maryse Ngalula from the drc and  
elie kamano from guinea, perform  
at the National theatre (backstage)  

at 20:00 (061 38 7330 or  
www.fncc.org.na)

bIOMARKET
organic vegetables, freshly 

baked bread and home-made 
products at 3 uhland street in 
klein windhoek, from 08:00 to 

12:00 every saturday  
(061 23 9555)

SPEED ChALLEngE
the annual lüderitz speed 

challenge – an international 
world record attempt at speed 

sailing – takes place until  
16 december  

(www.luderitz-speed.com)

7

9 9

Wednesday

Friday Friday

MOVIE nIghT
AfricAvenir and the FNcc 

present the Namibian premier 
of Imam and i by south African 

director khalid shamis, at the 
FNcc at 18:30 (085 563 0949 or 

www.africavenir.org

FAShIOn
the brightside charity Fashion 

show takes place at Nice 
restaurant in windhoek,  

as from 17:00 (061 30 0710)
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events	calendar 

17

13

Saturday

Tuesday

TOY RUn
live to ride, an annual event 
in aid of charity, starts at the 
windhoek motorcycle club 
at 51 marconi street in the 
southern industrial area at 

10:00 (081 338 0825)

FILM nIghT  
the documentary, The Ossis 

of Namibia, telling the 
personal story of the so-called 
gdr kids, at the goethe centre 
at 19:15, german with english 

subtitles (061 22 5700)

15 16Thursday Friday
RALLY 

the 44th total tara rally starts at 
the rugby stadium in windhoek 

at 19:45, finishing three days, 
26 stages and 715 km later on 
saturday the 17th at the skw 

(susanna.mohrmann@total.co.za)

ExhIbITIOn 
Soul Ceramics, a collection by 
Namibian ceramics artist sarie 

maritz, opens at 19 barella street in 
klein windhoek at 18:30, until  

2 december, 061 23 5809 or  
081 300 4021

10 Saturday

FAShIOn ShOW 
the annual uNAm fashion show 

at the FNcc at 19:00 (061 38 
7330 or www.fncc.org.na)

10 Saturday

TRIAThLOn
the annual mariental duathlon 
and triathlon for all ages, takes 

place at the hardap dam  
(081 127 1634)

Wednesday

Tuesday

Saturday

MOVIE nIghT
As part of the Namibian Film week, 

AfricAvenir and FAN present the 
Namibian premiere of Nairobi 

Half Life by kenyan director tosh 
gitonga at the goethe centre at 

19:15 (085 563 0949 or  
www.africavenir.org)

FILM nIghT
Downistie, a unique ‘soap opera’ 

featuring actors with down’s 
syndrome, tales of adultery, 

unwanted pregnancies, budding 
love and jealousy, at the goethe 

centre at 19:15 (061 22 5700)

MARKET
A christmas market with beautiful 

arts and crafts takes place at 
Jenny’s place in windhoek from 

09:00 to 14:00 (061 26 9152)

21

27

24

 

SATURDAY
17 MOVIE nIghT   

in celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of Algeria’s 
independence, AfricAvenir, 
the Algerian embassy and 
the Filmmakers Association 
of Namibia (FAN), host the 
Namibian premier of Chronicle 
of the Years of Fire by 
mohammed lakhdar-hamina, 
at the goethe centre at 19:15 
(085 563 0949  
or www.africavenir.org)



23                       .com.na

november

Send	your 	cont r ibut ions 	 fo r 	 the 	Events 	Ca lendar 	 to 	 f l amingo@mac .com.na 	by 	 the 	15th 	o f 	 the 	p rev ious 	month

December

 

MOnDAY

19 FILM WEEK
As part of the Namibian  
Film week, the FNcc will be screening 
the following short locally-produced 
films on the terrace as from 20:00: 

All She Ever Wanted directed by errol 
geingob (english); 
Try directed by Joel haikali (english); 
100 Bucks directed by oshosheni 
hiveluah (english, Afrikaans, otjiherero, 
Nama/damara); 
My Beautiful Nightmare directed by 
perivi John katjavivi (silent); and 
Dead River directed by tim hübschle 
(german and english) 
061 38 7330 or www.fncc.org.naDead 

River

28

30

30

1

30

1

Wednesday

Friday

Friday

Saturday

Friday

Saturday

nIghTLIFE
the annual pink party takes 

place at grüner kranz in 
swakopmund as from 21:00 

(064 40 2039)

PAgEAnT
mr gay Namibia 2012 grand 

finale at the playhouse theatre 
in windhoek at 19:00  

(joe@mrgaynamibia.com)

EnDURAnCE
the 8th 100 km of Namib 

desert race takes place in the 
sossusvlei area until 7 december 
(www.100kmofnamibdesert.com)

MARKET 
the monthly farmers’ market is 
hosted at the windhoek show 

grounds from 08:00 to 13:00. use 
the bell street entrance  

(081 436 3049)

COnCERT
in this month’s edition of 

Acoustic Friday hosted by 
the FNcc at 20:00, the featured 

artists are miss h and sean 
kamati (061 38 7330 or  

www.fncc.org.na)

CD LAUnCh
Namibian musician elemotho 

launches Ke Nako (it’s time) at 
the playhouse theatre at 20:30 

(061 38 7330 or  
www.fncc.org.na)

Miss	H

Elemotho



Exchange your foreign currency at any FNB Bureau de Change in
Windhoek or Swakopmund  and get a free voucher booklet 
fi lled with great discounts for your time in Namibia.
Tel: (061) 299 2222   www.fnbnamibia.com.na   Terms and conditions apply. 

First
from FNB

Exchanging
Foreign
Currency
for Memories
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and	 there	 is	 a	 set	of	molars	 that	 are	
continuously	 worn	 down,	 due	 to	
the	 animals’	 fibrous	 diet.	 These	 are	
replaced	 by	 new	molars	 growing	 in	
from	the	back	of	the	jaw.

The	elephant’s	 trunk	 is	one	of	 the	
most	 versatile	 organs	 in	 the	 animal	
kingdom	 –	 sensitive	 enough	 to	
take	 a	 peanut	 from	 a	 human	 hand		
and	 strong	 enough	 to	 lift	 a	 log	
weighing	several	hundred	kilograms.	
It	 contains	 150	 000	 muscles,	 can	
function	as	a	drinking	straw,	weapon	
and	scent	 ‘periscope’,	 and	 is	a	 social	
interaction	tool.

Adult	elephants	need	some	300	kg	
of	 food	per	day	–	their	stomachs	do	
little	 or	 no	 digestion,	 and	 although	
their	 intestines	 are	 20	 metres	 long,	
they	 digest	 only	 about	 25%	 of	 the	
nutritive	value	of	the	vegetation	they	
eat,	 the	 rest	 being	 excreted.	 Con-
sequently,	 the	 dung	 is	 an	 excellent	
food	 source	 for	 birds	 and	 insects,	
as	 well	 as	 being	 raw	 material	 for	
elephant	dung	paper!

hAbITS AnD SOCIAL bEhAVIOUR
Elephants	are	social	animals	living	in	

matriarchal	groups	–	a	senior	female	
with	 her	 daughters	 or	 other	 female	
relatives.	 In	 a	 pattern	 unfortunately	
sometimes	 reminiscent	 of	 human	
society,	 males	 play	 no	 part	 in	 the	
rearing	 of	 their	 young,	 preferring	 to	
leave	the	family	group	to	spend	their	
lives	in	‘men’s	gangs’.

Elephants,	 of	 course,	 ‘trumpet’	
when	 excited	 or	 angry,	 but	 most	
of	 their	 sound	 communication	 is	

Did you know?
bill torbitt
International	University	of	Management

FROM AnIMALS OF WAR 
TO bEASTS OF bURDEn

Elephants	were	used	as	animals	of	
war	 from	antiquity	until	 fairly	 recent	
times	 as	 beasts	 of	 burden,	 and	 in	
battle	for	charging	and	terrifying	the	
enemy.	 Alexander	 the	 Great	 used	
them;	 Hannibal,	 the	 North	 African	
general,	 had	 about	 forty	 when	 he	
famously	 crossed	 the	 Alps	 to	 attack	
Rome;	 and	 Pyrrhus,	 king	 of	 Epirus	
(modern	 Albania)	 used	 them	 in	 his	
battles,	 which	 he	 usually	 won	 but	
with	great	casualties	to	the	animals	–	
hence	a	‘Pyrrhic	victory’.

ThEIR DISTRIbUTIOn In nAMIbIA
Namibia	 is	especially	 famed	 for	 its	

now	 thriving	 population	 of	 some		
600	desert-adapted	 elephants	 living	
in	 Damaraland	 and	 the	 Kunene	
Region.	 The	 Etosha	 National	 Park	
contains	 about	 2	 500	 elephants,	
with	 some	 thousands	 more	 in	 the	
north-east	 and	 Caprivi	 Region.	
Numbers	 are	 approximate,	 since	
elephants	 are	 no	 respecters	 of	 park	
or	 even	 national	 boundaries	 and	
casually	roam	through	neighbouring	
territory,	 much	 to	 the	 concern	 of	
local	inhabitants.

ELEPhAnT FACTS AnD FIgURES
Large	 male	 adult	 elephants	 can	

reach	 a	mass	 of	 5	 000	 kg.	 Sadly	 the	
largest	 elephant	 ever	 recorded,	
estimated	as	over	10	000	kg,	was	shot	
in	Angola	during	the	1970s.	

The	 dentition	 of	 elephants	 is	
unique	 –	 the	 tusks	 are	 the	 incisors,	

Sources 	and 	 re fe rences 	ava i l ab le 	 f rom	b i l l@ iway.na

done	 with	 hyposonic	 ‘mumbling’,	
inaudible	to	human	ears.

Whether	an	elephant	never	forgets	
is	difficult	to	verify,	but	it	 is	true	that	
elephants	have	an	excellent	memory,	
and	recognise	family	members	 from	
whom	they	have	been	separated	for	
several	years.

The	myth	of	 ‘elephant	graveyards’	
is	 exactly	 that	 –	 a	 myth,	 which	
probably	 arises	 from	 the	 fevered	
fantasies	 of	 hunters	 happening	 on	
vast	hauls	of	ivory.

ThEIR EVOLUTIOn AnD 
DISTRIbUTIOn WORLDWIDE

Elephants	 are	distant	descendants	
of	 Moeritherium, a	 small	 pig-like		
animal	 that	 lived	 about	 37	 million	
years	 ago.	 Today	 there	 are	 probably	
about	 600	 000	 African	 elephants	 in		
the	world,	and	only	a	tenth	as	many	
Asian	 ones.	 Although	 people	 may	
assume	 that	 Asian	 and	 African	
elephants	 are	 the	 same	 animals	
living	 on	 different	 continents,	 they	
are	 different	 species	 and,	 in	 fact,	
different	 genera,	 which	 almost	
never	 interbreed.	 Another	 genus	 of	
the	 elephant	 family	 was	 the	 Arctic-
adapted	 woolly	 mammoth,	 which	
died	 out	 in	 northern	 Europe	 and	
America	around	10	000	years	ago.

facts onELEPhAnTS  In nAMIbIA
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how to 
paint 
music 
– and 
how to 
talk with 
the wind
Text	and	photographs	Ron Swilling

As	familiar	with	a	guitar	as	with	a	
pencil,	David	Seroún	was	initially	
inspired	by	the	rhythm	he	heard	
in	the	everyday	world	and	from	
the	old	acoustic	guitars	owned	
by	his	uncles,	lovingly	cared	for	
and	plucked	with	gusto	to	pro-
duce	the	lively	Nama	stap	melo-
dies.	He	would	later	realise	that	
his	creative	talent	extended	into	
the	artistic	realm	and	that	the	
tunes	he	heard	in	his	head	could	
be	drawn	in	the	sand	or	painted	
in	colour.
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His first recollection of possessing 

this ability to hear and see with 

more than everyday ears and eyes came 

when he was a child and he would take a stick and 

play tunes on the wire fence to the sound of the rain. 

He learnt that different types of sounds were created 

by the thickness of the fence poles and the degree of 

tautness of the wire, and strummed and twanged along 

in delight. He discovered that the water pump sounded 

like music with the wind and had a beat of its own: 

“Du du du tsa, du du du tsa ... ” He accompanied 

his grandfather to the pump and played music and 

composed songs while the old man busied himself with 

more practical matters.

This strange behaviour may have caused some 

consternation on the farm Ondekaremba where 

David was born in the Khomas Region, the site of 

today’s Hosea Kutako International Airport, but for 

David the world was alive and talking – or singing –  

to him, loudly and clearly. 

There were many musicians in the community and 

David would gaze enviously at the shiny guitars while 

the men played the quintessential African game,  

//Hus, using forty holes dug into the sand as their 

‘board’. When the game was over, it would be time for 

traditional beer and song. The men didn’t appreciate 

For David Seroún, 
seeing and hearing are 
one and the same thing. 

Painting, after all, is 
composing music  

in colour

the small boys eyeing their instruments and chased 

them away, but the children weren’t discouraged and 

found discarded accordion reeds to blow on, producing 

sounds that mixed harmoniously with those created in 

their imaginations.

Says David, a musician, composer, illustrator and yes, 

also a pastor: “I can illustrate your dream when you 

tell me your story.” But his drawing ability was put on 

hold when, after his mother’s death, he moved with his 

father to the Kamanjab area. 

There he was taught by an old Nami Dama (Namib 

Damara) man ‘how to talk with the wind’, and his life 

became immersed in the natural world. 

He learnt to understand the 

seasons without reading a book  

or using a computer, and how 

to hunt and communicate 

with animals. 

He was intrigued to 

find that at the weekend 

farm get-togethers, while 

people danced and sang 

to the music from guitars 

and accordions they were 

able to receive messages from a 

spiritual source, as did the Bushmen of 

old, informing them of dangers, rainfall and offering 

solutions to family quarrels. He understood this 

inspirational flow and felt it when he sang and later 

when he drew. 

He says many of his songs came to him when he 

started to draw. The creative processes of drawing and 

composing merged; shapes, colours, tunes and lyrics 

stemmed from the same source.

David’s art was first recognised after Namibian 

independence in 1990 when he entered a drawing 

competition in Khorixas organised by Save the Rhino 

Trust. His drawing depicting an elephant, dunes and a 

welwitschia plant won him first prize. The prize money 

enabled him to travel to Swakopmund and Etosha. 

Eventually he returned to the Windhoek area, where 

he was based for several years, living the life of a poet, 

artist and musician. 

His friend, artist Joe Madisa, organised a concert for 

him and a visiting French musician, for which David 

composed his popular Kalkrand song Hoa da ge /gui 

khoeda (We all are the same people). Based on a blues 

tune, it took the audience by surprise as its rhythm 

suddenly changed to the beat of the Nama stap. He has 
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now extended the piece, adding the words ‘participate 

to be recognised’ to motivate the youth of Namibia. 

David believes that this song with its three-quarter 

beat and message of culture and unity will one day be 

an international hit.

For the last thirteen years, however, David has been 

concentrating on the visual side of his creativity as a 

lecturer for the National Arts Extension Programme in 

Kalkrand, southern Namibia. He first visited the town 

in 1998 with four other young men as part of a creative 

project organised by the John Muafangejo Art Centre, 

and soon discovered a way of bringing people together 

through the use of colour. He drew outlines on several 

road stalls, divided groups into the various 

primary colours, and issued them with five-

litre tins of PVA paint in their particular 

colours. Within an hour, seven stalls 

were colourfully painted, inspired 

by people working together with a 

common purpose.

However, it was his drawings 

that by sheer chance led him to his 

interview and appointment with the  

National Arts Extension Programme. 

When he stopped by the National Arts 

Gallery in Windhoek, he was told of the 

interviews taking place for the position. While 

the other applicants had neatly typed CVs on hand,  

David arrived with a folder of well-executed drawings, 

which quickly secured the position.

After many years of teaching children and adults 

how to express themselves through techniques ranging 

from the basics of drawing to painting, he now plans to 

extend the programme further to the Namibian people. 

He feels it is important that a space be made to promote 

the recognition of Namibian artists. To accomplish this, 

he and other interested individuals are tapping into 

the rich artistic heritage of the country. This vision 

includes making original Namibian artworks accessible 

to tourists visiting the country.

At the same time, he is creating a legacy of colourful 

murals on lodge walls, reaching out to tourists with 

Namibian soul, thus continuing to motivate local young 

people to see and hear. And, for David Seroún, seeing 

and hearing are one and the same thing. When making 

brushstrokes, he hears a rhythm and musical notes, 

and increases the tempo with textures and contrasting 

strokes and colours. Painting, after all, is composing 

music in colour.

 
As a child 

David learnt to 
understand the seasons 
without reading a book 

or using a computer, 
and learnt to hunt and 

communicate with 
animals
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bUSInESS 
RoUND-UP 

Namibia	has	a	strong	track	record	of	
attracting	foreign	investment	and	many	
well-known	international	companies	play		
an	active	role	in	a	wide	variety	of	sectors	
including	agriculture,	fishing,	mining,	
manufacturing,	construction,	tourism,	telecoms	and	financial	
services.	The	Namibian	Constitution	promotes	foreign	
investment	and	protects	private	property.	Every	month	
Flamingo	brings	you	a	round-up	of	the	most	important	
business	and	economics	news	from	Namibia	put	together	by	
Robin Sherbourne	of	local	economic	consulting	company	
Namibian	Economics.	To	receive	regular	updates	on	the	
Namibian	economy,	email	robin@namibianeconomics.com

Cool Fresh Namibia, which is running the state-
owned vineyards along the orange river at Aussenkehr, is 
expecting a good harvest this season. cool Fresh gm boet 
burger projects that 130 000 4.5kg boxes of grapes will be 
packed this season, 30% more than last year.

Namibia has been given until 2016 to wrap up its  
Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) nego-
tiations with the EU. the new decision by the eu 
Parliament is a relief for Namibia, which faced being 
removed from the list of countries with market access to the 
eu on the first day of 2014. the removal would see Namibia 
paying hefty duties, rates and taxes on beef, fish and other 
lucrative agricultural products that the country ships 
annually to the eu.

15
SEPTEMbER– 15 OCTObER 

2012

namibia Water Corporation to invest 
n$3 billion in water infrastructure 
over the coming five years

starting next year, the Namibian Ports Authority plans 
to spend more than N$3bn on the expansion of a new 
container terminal at Walvis bay to accommodate the 
huge increase in the cargo handled by the port. the port 
has experienced gigantic increases in cargo handling that 
have already seen Namport spending nearly N$400m on 
expanding the storage space, deepening the harbour and 
acquiring new handling equipment.

Kavango Block Brick, the innovative house building 
solution patented in Namibia, has received a massive 
financial injection from AngelHub, a south African-
based institution that provides social financing to start up 
companies with innovative ideas. the funding of between 
N$1m and N$10m is specifically aimed at speeding up the 
operation of kavango block brick and helping the company 
reach the full commercial stage of manufacturing its 
building materials.
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The Namibia Water Corporation (Namwater) 
plans to invest N$3bn in the water sector over the next five 
years, of which Namwater will provide N$1.6bn, while the 
rest of the investment will come from partnerships with 
bulk customers, through government ministries and the 
treasury. the desalination plant alone is expected to cost 
some N$2bn, while the development of other water infra-
structures at the coast has an estimated cost of N$1.2bn.

Namibia’s SME Bank was due to open its doors by the 
end of october, according to trade and industry minister 
Hage geingob. the bank will operate as a fully-licensed 
commercial bank with its main thrust being to provide 
access to finance for businesses owned by previously 
disadvantaged groups who fail to obtain lending from 
commercial banks because of a lack of collateral.

chariot oil and gas was quoted as stating in their results for 
the period ended 30 June 2012 that Namibia remains a 
‘key region for frontier oil and gas exploration’ 
even though no oil deposit have been found yet. both wells 
drilled by chariot this year showed no commercially viable 
oil. despite this, the company reportedly states that it looks 
forward to pursuing its campaign in Namibia over the 
coming months and years.

Namibia clinched silver in the 2012 Future Policy 
Award for its forward-looking marine resource Act 
at the united Nations (uN) head office in New york on  
26 september. the legislation is considered to be one  
of the world’s most inspiring and innovative ocean pro-
tection policies.

the Namibian deputy minister of trade and industry 
signed a title deed to a site in the DRC earmarked for 
the construction of a trade and industrial centre just south 
of lubumbashi in the drc. this will entail a close to N$1bn 
investment by the Namibian government and is aimed at 
facilitating trade between the two countries.

the FNB House Price Index increased by four points 
through may to 155bps, according to the latest figures 
released by FNb Namibia. year on year, the index grew 15% 
on the back of rather average volumes. overall the housing 
market showed double-digit value growth over the past 
year, according to the bank.

government intends on drastically hiking tax on 
commercial farms as it seeks to source N$400m in  
the next five years to buy farms and speed up land reform.  
this translates to N$80m every year, up from the roughly 
N$25m per year raised through land tax on commercial 
farms since 2004.
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collected by Robin Sherbourne of Namibian Economics. The data is intended for general information only and does not deal exhaus-
tively with any topics. No responsibility can be accepted for any errors or loss, however caused or sustained
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Key indicators
€/n$ exchange rate 11.38 (15 october 2012)

£/n$ exchange rate 14.09 (15 october 2012)

US$/n$ exchange rate 8.77 (15 october 2012)

prime lending rate 9.25% (october 2012)

Inflation rate 6.7% (September 2012)

gross Domestic product (gDp) n$90.8 billion (2011)

World Bank classification Upper middle-income country

times are likely to remain tough for a while, as Namibia 
battles to withstand continued international and domestic 
pressure on its economy, according to revised growth 
projections by the international monetary Fund (imF). 
in its latest World economic outlook, the imF reportedly 
kept its economic growth forecast for this year at 4%,  
the same as in April, but trimmed its projections for 2013 
and 2014.

the meat board of Namibia has identified 15 countries as 
possible new export destinations for local beef, 
mutton and goat in its quest to diversify Namibia’s 
markets. An in-depth study will reportedly start next 
year, after which supply-chain strategies for five of these 
countries will be developed, according to Willie schutz, 
information systems manager at the meat board.

AREVA announced that it will postpone the launch 
of its Trekkopje mine until the project’s economy 
improves. All actual construction work will be completed 
by the end of december 2012. All existing installations – 
the pilot project midi and the final phase maxi – will be 
then put under a us$10m per annum structured care and 
maintenance programme.

September’s Namibia Consumer Price Index  
rose 0.8% month-on-month and 6.7% year-on-year, up 
from 5.8% year on year in August, according to the latest 
data released by the Namibia statistics Agency. the main 
driver was Food and Non-Alcoholic beverages, adding  
9.1% year-on-year.
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The garden courtyard is shaded and green, 

providing a quiet spot for an interview. Over 

delicious coffee, Anne-Sophie Gillard, the 

director of Alliance Française de la Côte, talks about 

her vision for this petite haven of French culture and 

language. The bungalow, located across the street from 

the Swakopmund Jetty, is inconspicuous, identified 

only by a tiny sign near the gate, and a larger one on  

the house, announcing the availability of French 

language classes.

However, after stepping inside, the impression that 

the organisation is just a language school is soon belied.  

The foyer is filled with colourful posters, announcing 

some of the many cultural events that have been 

sponsored here since the doors first opened in September 

Text	Edward Jenkins
Photographs Alliance Française de la Côte

Alliance	Française	de	la	Côte	
seeks	to	bring	French	language	
and	culture	to	Namibia’s	coastal	
community.

the French 
Connection
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2010. Singers, dance troupes, artists, musicians, cinema, 

and photo exhibits are all represented. An exhibit 

room, a classroom, a bright, sunny kitchen and a small 

library with books and magazines in French, German 

and English fill the rest of this small, cosy house. 

“Alliance Française is a not-for-profit organisation 

that began in Paris in 1883. Today, there are more than  

1 040 venues, located in 136 countries,” explains  

Anne-Sophie. “The goal for all these enterprises is to 

offer French classes to everyone; to spread awareness 

of French and Francophone culture; and to promote 

cultural diversity.”

Anne-Sophie first came to Namibia as a tourist, 

and was subsequently offered a position with a 

private school, providing French language education 

to the children of expatriates involved in the 

mining industry here. About a year later, she was 

approached by the French Embassy and the Franco-

Namibian Cultural Centre (FNCC) in Windhoek, to 

inaugurate Namibia’s first Alliance Française venue 

in Swakopmund. “We couldn’t operate without  

the support of the French Embassy and the FNCC; they 

not only provide financial support and guidelines for 

our work here, but also help facilitate the appearances 

of touring artists and performers.”

 “We host exhibitions, concerts and performances 

that celebrate not only French, but local and other 

European cultures,” says Anne-Sophie. “We also have 

film screenings twice a month, and present ‘Cafes 

Gourmands’ on two Saturdays each month, where, for a 

“We try to spread 
our activities,” says 

Anne-Sophie Gillard, 
the director of Alliance 
Française de la Côte.  

“We want to open them 
to more people.”
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modest fee, visitors can enjoy coffee in our garden and 

sample French pastries.”

“Next month we’ll be offering a photography class for 

amateur photographers seeking to improve their skills,” 

she adds. “If this one is successful, we may present an 

introductory course in the future.”

While most activities take place at Alliance Française, 

Anne-Sophie has also arranged for some cultural 

activities to be staged at venues in the Mondesa area. 

This will make them accessible to people for whom 

paying taxi fares to the coast might be too costly. “We 

try to spread our activities,” she says. “We want to 

open them to more people.”

Anne-Sophie believes that Alliance Française de la 

Côte offers ‘something different’ to Namibia’s coastal 

community.  “We bring in French and European music 

that you just don’t find elsewhere in Swakopmund, 

and provide a little taste of French culture, as well as 

celebrating cultural diversity, and showcasing local 

artists and singers.”

“If you’re in Swakopmund on a Saturday morning 

when we’re hosting a ‘Cafe Gourmand’, stop by for 

a cup of coffee and a French pastry... or join us one 

evening for a unique cinema experience.”

Whether you’re attracted by the pastries or the 

cinema, it seems clear that Alliance Française de la Côte 

will continue to carve a unique niche in the cultural life 

of Swakopmund.

Alliance Française de la Côte
18 Strand Street
Swakopmund
064 40 6607
afnamibia@gmail.com
Mon-Fri 10:00–14:00; 15:00–18:00
Sat 09:00–13:00
Closed Sundays

Whether you’re 
attracted by the pastries 
or the cinema, it seems 

clear that Alliance Française 
de la Côte will continue 
to carve a unique niche 

in the cultural life of 
Swakopmund
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Desert 
flowers, 
shy		
flowers
Text	Jackie Marie
Photographs	Joachim huber

I’m	a	USA	big-city	girl,	born	
and	bred.	The	jungles	I	know	
are	concrete.	Where	I	come	
from,	trees	have	their	place	
in	an	asphalt	opening	in	the	
sidewalk	that	is	the	tree	block,	
and	flowers	have	their	place	in	
a	designated	flowerbed	or	a	
flowerpot	hanging	off	someone’s	
window	ledge.	Now	that	I	live	in	
Namibia,	I	have	many	colourful,	
vibrant	plants	around	me,	all	the	
time!	It’s	like	I’ve	moved	from	oak	
and	maple	trees	to	baobab	and	
quiver	trees.
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in my garden, and have decided 

to try and find out the names and 

characteristics of each one. It will be 

quite a mission.

So far, I have established that the quiver 

trees are not actually trees; they are aloes! 

Their leaves grow only at the top of the branches, 

and their trunks are light brown to silver, and peel all 

the time. The Kalahari San people use the hollowed out 

branches as quivers for holding their arrows, which 

gave rise to the name of the tree. Their flowers are big 

and yellow; they are the hesitant, shy, beautiful ones 

that I admire so much. 

As I continued my name search, I discovered that 

the plant world has issues with mothers-in-law. I have 

several round barrel cactus plants in my garden that are 

called ‘mother-in-law’s cushion’. These – as  are all cacti  

found in Namibian gardens – are imports from the 

Americas, in this case Mexico, as ‘cacti’ indigenous 

to Namibia are correctly called succulents. Their so-

called cushions have inch-long (about two and a half 

centimetres) needles all over, which are wicked. Even 

though my kids are not married yet, the thought 

Living with desert flow-

ers, succulents and 

cacti in my garden has 

completely changed my flower-

love perspective. I now appreciate 

the shy desert flowers. 

Of course, there are desert flowers in the USA, 

and folks coming from regions with deserts certainly 

understand desert flowers better than east-coast city 

slickers like me! And I must say here that enjoying a 

BBC special on flowers with Sir Richard Attenborough 

is truly not the same as having them all around you in 

real life, every single day.

Desert flowers are shy beauties that peek out after the 

seasonal rains. Their appearance adds to their aura and 

beauty. They open their shy buds and display lovely 

flower bouquets for just a few hours a day. Then, like 

we close an umbrella after the rains, they close their 

colourful displays for the hottest part of a sunny day, 

or to retire for the night. 

The contradiction of the harshness of the long, sharp 

succulent thorns with their soft, delicate, colourful 

flowers is amazing. I have many different succulents 

The Kalahari 
San people use the 

hollowed-out branches 
as quivers for holding 
their arrows, which 

gave rise to the name 
of the tree
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of sitting on that thing makes 

my bum sting! On the top of 

the ‘cushion’, however, are the 

sweetest little diaphanous yellow 

flowers that peek out only a few times 

a year. 

Then there is the plant I had thought was 

a snakeplant, but found out that while related to the 

snakeplant, was in fact the ubiquitous mother-in-law’s 

tongue, which is native to West Africa, where its leaves 

are commonly used to produce fibre. It is a flat-stalk-

like thing with heavy ‘leaves’ that jut up a couple of 

feet, and has about six or so stalks per cluster. Each 

thick leaf is a darker mottled green down the middle 

and yellow-green up the sides. I was worried about this 

one, because it’s toxic for cats and dogs. I have three 

Labradors and a cat named Norman who actually owns 

me, which I got from the SPCA.

I also have a weird-looking succulent that is com-

monly referred to as halfmens (Afrikaans for half-

person) or elephant’s trunk, a good description for 

this strange plant. It’s scientific name is Pachypodium 

namaquanum, which I dare you to say three times in 

a row! I would describe it as a tall, skinny basketball 

player with one of those fade (mullet) haircuts, that is 

with all the hair on the top of the head and nothing on 

the sides. This plant has no leaves anywhere except at 

the top! But it has short, sharp, thorns all around the 

sides, and no branches at all, just the single trunk. 

Then I have several different kinds of aloes, such as 

the Aloe vera (meaning green aloe) and a candelabra 

aloe (Aloe virosa) that I sometimes break off and use 

as a salve when I burn my fingers cooking something 

in the kitchen or have been pricked with a thorn from 

a cactus! These are hearty guys that grow easily and 

don’t need a lot of water.

 Take note that in Namibia, water is a scarce commodity. 

Visitors and residents need to be constantly aware of 

this. This is a semi-arid country 

and wasting water is a serious 

no-no. I learned that very quickly 

when I first came to Namibia and 

made wrong choices about what 

plants to grow in my garden. In my first 

month in the country, I removed some local 

plants to make room for a grassy lawn. I went for the 

‘pretty factor’ in my limited east-coast USA perspective, 

having no knowledge or understanding of the practical 

Namibian factor. Boy, had I made a mistake! My ‘lawn’ 

dream vaporised in the heat of the Namibian sun and 

the growing level of my water bill each month. After 

asking around for advice from locals, I got smart and 

went natural.

Sometimes the indigenous flowers in Namibia look 

good but have no scent, others have scents ranging 

from herby to sweet, and a few even have a rotten 

smell, somewhat like carrion. I had always thought 

that a beautiful flower should have a perfumed scent. I 

had now learnt that the yucky smell in some Namibian 

flowers was nature’s way of attracting the insects the 

plants need for pollination, plus the smell also protects 

the flower from things that would eat it. 

Once when I was in New York, a florist proudly 

showed me a lovely genetically modified flower, which 

was brighter than normal with its blended soft-pink 

and fuchsia-red petals, and had an enhanced smell of 

carnations. Somehow, I wasn’t impressed. I’d rather 

tolerate the yucky flower smell that is natural than the 

laboratory-created flower smell that is fake. 

For me, falling in love with local, naturally Namibian 

plants and flowers, saves water, fits into the local 

environment, and allows me to enjoy shy colourful 

desert flowers! 

So, during your visit to Namibia, don’t forget 
to stop and appreciate the flowers!

I learned that the 
yucky smell in some 
Namibian flowers 

was nature’s way of 
attracting the insects 
the plants need for 

pollination



Meroles in  
a mirror-less 
world

big stories
about little things

Photographs	Joh henschel, Shawn van Eeden

Ain’t I beautiful!?” 

Although he can’t see himself, the lizard 

shows off his dandy persona on a shady stage 

under a dune shrub. The best mirror would be the liz-

ard’s own scales, but they form part of his adornments. 

Blushing more orange-red and more mottled than the 

nearby red-hot dune sand, the wedge-snouted desert 

lizard, Meroles cuneirostris, holds his head high, a beau-

ty in a mirror-less world.

And yet, when you pass by, you might scarcely spot 

this spotted beau. Meroles’ immaculate patterns blend 

into his surroundings. After all, he is showing off on a 

rather secluded stage. With a bit of patient waiting and 

moving only very gently, you can approach ever closer 

to see him in his full regalia. True to his name, his snout 

is like a wedge, light to bright orange around the edge. 

At the side of his head are orange ear flaps, located in 

front of his ear holes so as to close the ears when sand-

diving. A facial GT-stripe under his eye signifies a touch 

of speed, true to his nature, as he is not only an arm-

chair runner. His body is mottled with creamy spots 

on a red-brown to olive-green background, with orange 

and yellow dashes all along his flanks, below which the 

belly is white. Our dandy Meroles always has a comb at 

hand – in the shape of the fringes on his toes – although 

“
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This	is	the	fourteenth	in	a	series	by Joh henschel		
of	EnviroMEND	about	the	Namib	Desert.	Its	
wonders	have	many	forms,	some	of	which	are	tiny,	
easily	overlooked	creatures	such	as	desert	lizards.

he has no head fringe to comb. The combs 

serve him as sandshoes, enabling him to 

have a better grip when racing.

If you wait patiently, you will see 

him stepping into the limelight. He 

patrols the swathes of open dune 

sand between the shrubs on the 

lookout for rivals he can outshine, or 

maybe a lady lizard to impress. When 

he sees a distant rival, he wags his 

tail and shakes his body conspicuously, 

showing off that he dominates this bit of 

space. At the same time, this attention grab-

ber has to be constantly aware of hovering kestrels 

above. He is actually spotted by a keen-eyed Psam-

mophis sandsnake watching from ground level. Split- 

second reaction and a zigzag agility, not to mention 

speed worthy of those GT stripes, leaves the snake hur-

tling in one direction and Meroles plunging heedlessly 

into a shrub in the other. Fortunately, no sidewinder 

adder surprises him under that shrub.

After a breather and confirmation that the coast is 

clear, our Meroles emerges again. Now he is hungry. He 

jabs at a passing fly, then catches a small grasshopper. 

Next, he races after a bustling dune ant, to be rewarded 

with a face-full of formic acid spray. Ugh! Better not 

touch that! In the uproar, another ant bumbles into the 

surface web of a spoor spider, rapidly overheats and 

dies. Meroles nonchalantly plunders the spider’s booty. 

Sated, he returns to the limelight of his stage.

In the distance he spots a female, rowing the air with 

her feet to cool them. Look how pretty she is with three 

bright GT stripes along her entire head and body, two 

thin light strips separated by thick bright orange, al-

though her back is plainly sand-coloured – scarcely  

visible from a kestrel’s vantage point. Our Meroles 

spends the late afternoon making cautious moves to-

wards her, at the same time chasing away rivals. Before 

calling it a day, he meets up with her, and the two dis-

appear into a shrub. After all, it is breeding season.
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Uranium & Change
It is not the strongest of the species that will survive, or the most intelligent, but the one most 
responsive to change. 

charles darwin
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This changed the nuclear industry worldwide, 

including the Namibian uranium-mining 

industry. The uranium price fell sharply, 

nuclear reactors shut down in some countries, and are 

expected to do so in others. In Namibia, new taxes 

proposed by Government and the creation of the state-

owned mining company, Epangelo, further strained 

the confidence of investors in a climate of worldwide 

financial uncertainty. This impacted negatively 

Text	Wotan Swiegers & Joh henschel

In	2011	an	unprecedented	
earthquake	and	tsunami		
impaired	the	emergency	cooling	
systems	at	the	Fukushima	Daichi	
nuclear	power	station,	causing	
fuel	to	melt	in	three	reactors	
and	resulting	in	large	releases	of	
radioactive	material.

Five-hundred million years ago, uranium 
mineralised in granitic bedrock in what is now 
Namibia’s Erongo Region. At first, change 
happened very slowly. Erosion and weathering 
scoured away softer sediments, leaving mineral 
beds close to the surface. The geological clock 
ticked at an aeon’s pace until, 36 years ago, 
technology lifted the uranium up and out into 
the 20th Century. In 1976, Rio Tinto’s Rössing 
Mine began stripping away the overburden, 
excavating a pit that currently measures 3 km 
long, 1.2 km wide and 345 metres deep.

Uranium is named after Uranus, the Greek 
god of the sky. Uranium’s atomic weight of 
238 places it at the head of nature’s metallic 
chemical elements. Only weakly radioactive in 
the natural state, the silver-grey material occurs 
at a few parts per million in rock, soil and water. 
With a half-life of 4.5 billion years – that is, it 
takes that long for half of the uranium to change 
into something else – it enables geophysicists 
to date the age of the Earth. Versatile uranium 
was also used in early photography and for 
colouring glass with rich orange-red to lemon-

on the expansion plans of the Rössing and Langer 

Heinrich mines, the construction of Trekkopje, and 

the development of emerging companies Bannerman, 

Swakop Uranium, Valencia and Reptile Uranium. The 

combined effect could have a significant impact on the 

Namibian economy.

Uranium’s presence permeates much of the forthcoming 

change in Namibia, with increased exploration and 

mining. Namibia, along with Niger, South Africa and 

Malawi, are currently the only four African producers 

of uranium, which is used to fuel commercial nuclear 

power plants. The Rössing and Langer Heinrich 

Uranium mines account for nearly 10% of the world’s 

uranium, making Namibia the fifth-largest producer.

While it is unclear what the future holds for the 

Erongo Region, especially the towns of Swakopmund, 

Arandis and Usakos, some of the realities that 

accompany the coming change are clear. The world 

still needs uranium to drive the 450 operating nuclear 

power stations; Namibia has abundant low-grade stocks 

of uranium, and the Namibian workforce needs jobs,  

which the mines can provide.

yellow hues. Ceramic glazes dating back to 79 AD 
from a Roman Villa in the Bay of Naples contained 
this slightly magnetic metal. Today we find uranium 
in abundance in homes and business offices. 
Uranium glazes are commonly used on bathroom 
and kitchen tiles coloured green, yellow, mauve, 
black, blue and red. Even early dentures owed 
their appearance to the presence of uranium.

Uranium’s radioactive properties were uncovered 
in 1896. This resulted in the creation of the atomic 
bomb that decimated Hiroshima in 1945. In 
the ensuing arms race of the Cold War, tens of 
thousands of nuclear weapons were produced from 
enriched uranium and uranium-derived plutonium. 
While these weapons are being dismantled 
following the breakup of the Soviet Union in 1991, 
there is concern for public health and safety. In 
the meantime, uranium is showing its mettle as an 
efficient, clean method of energy production, with 
far less emissions of pollutants than oil and gas 
power. One ton of uranium can produce 400 million 
kilowatt-hours of energy. This is equivalent to 
burning 16 000 tons of coal or 80 000 barrels of oil.
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A LITTLE EXTRA TIME NEVER HURT ANYONE.
IN FACT, QUITE THE OPPOSITE.
TIME IS VALUABLE, MAKE IT COUNT.
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The Chamber of Mines of Namibia realises 
that Namibian uranium will carry the nation’s 
reputation. As a global brand, it will need to be 
vetted through the most stringent procedures 
to safeguard reputation and market force, 
even in a market-driven world. The Chamber 
seeks good stewardship from its members to 
ensure that the Namibian brand is protected 
and generates a good name nationally and 
internationally. To manage these developments, 
the Namibian Chamber of Mines created the 
Uranium Institute to implement best standards 
to deal with health, environmental factors, 
radiation and safety. Furthermore, it proactively 
supported the Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) that was carried out by 
independent, qualified experts and was 
managed and financially supported by the 
Namibian Ministry of Mines and Energy and the 
German Geological Survey (BGR). The resulting 
Strategic Environmental Management Plan 
(SEMP) now helps guide further developments. 
Simultaneously the Namibian Government 
ratified several international agreements and 
implemented comprehensive radiation and 
environmental management regulations. The 
acid test is whether legislation is adequate and 
implemented effectively to monitor, prevent 
and mitigate the environmental impacts 
and to restore degraded environments.

‘No mine is sustainable, only its legacy’, is the 
apt remark made by the late Dr Hu Berry, who 
initiated this article. Here we wish to pay tribute 
to Hu and his unfailing promotion of sustainable 
development. He expressed great concern at 
the rapid pace of change on the cards for the 
central Namib Desert, like it or not, and pointed 
us to Alvin Toffler’s reflections in his book Future 
Shock: ‘The Future is coming Faster all the Time’. 

Uranium mining and exploration activities incur 

significant impacts on the natural environment. This 

includes protected areas and tourist destinations such 

as the Namib-Naukluft and Dorob national parks, 

where much of the activitity is taking place. Impacts 

are cumulative, as are the effects concerning energy 

requirements, transportation, housing, schooling, 

medical services, and in-migration of job seekers, public 

health and social issues. Locally and internationally, 

uranium has many emotive and divergent opinions 

associated with it, especially about radiation. However, 

at uranium mines radiation levels are close to what  

the public is naturally exposed to. Nevertheless, 

radiation is a unique hazard associated with uranium 

production, and along with other impacts on the 

environment must be controlled, requiring devotion of 

will and resources. Mining companies must implement 

best practices at all times and understand how fragile 

their social licence is: a single adverse event could 

destroy years of community building.
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Art
  dimensions          

Flamingo	provides	background	
information	on	the	latest	and	
greatest	exhibitions,	productions	
and	events	on	the	visual	and	
performing	arts	scene	in	Namibia.

Let there Be JAzz!

boX oFFice Looking for Iilonga

Looking	 for	 Iilonga	 won	 the	 Best	
Short	 Film	 award	 at	 the	 South		
African	 Amasiko	 Heritage	 Festival	 in	
September.	The	film	has	also	been		se-
lected	for	international	festivals	in	the	
Netherlands,	 Cameroon,	 Zimbabwe,	
Swaziland,	Nigeria,	and	Slovenia,	and	
most	 recently	 for	 the	 Silicon	 Valley	
African	 Film	 Festival	 in	 the	USA,	 and	
will	 be	 shown	 at	 the	 International		
Contravision	 Film	 Festival	 in	 Berlin,	
Germany	on	7	December.	

ThE FILM 
one	 day	 a	 man	 arrives	 at	 Simon‘s	
home	 and	 claims	 that	 his	 wife		
Elizabeth	has	borrowed	a	great	deal	of		
money	 from	 him	 –	 and	 indeed	 she		
has.	 Simon	 is	 faced	 with	 only	 one		

option:	 he	 has	 to	 repay	 his	 family‘s	
debts.	 Ripped	 away	 from	 his	 com-
fortable	 rural	 lifestyle,	 he	 travels	
the	 long	 distance	 to	 the	 big	 city,	
hoping	 to	 work	 off	 the	 debts.		
But	 from	 the	 moment	 he	 sets	 foot	
in	 the	 city,	 everything	 seems	 to	 be	
against	Simon...

ThE DIRECTOR
Tim	 Huebschle	 is	 a	 well-known	 di-
rector	 and	 actor.	 He	 started	 making	
films	 in	2001	and	won	his	first	award	
in	2007.	He	is	currently	working	on	his	
first	feature	film.	

More on the Namibian Movie Collec-
tion at http://www.africavenir.org/

Text		marita van rooyen

The world loves jazz, as influ-

ential, pioneering jazz mu-

cician Miles Davis affirms:  

“I don’t care if a dude is purple 

with green breath, as long as he  

can swing. 

But when Old Mutual initiated the 

Jazz Encounters festival in 2007 – 

targeting a mere 100 people – the 

organisers had no idea that it would 

come to this: the largest and most 

anticipated jazz event on the annual 

entertainment calendar.

By 2011, jazz lovers were pitch-

ing up in their 4 000s, and this 

year the Windhoek Jazz Festival, as  

it has now been renamed, is set  

to become the ‘property of all  

Namibians’. Handed over to the City  

of Windhoek, this year things were 

done somewhat differently. 

So get jazzing! The Windhoek Jazz 

Festival takes place on 3 November 

at the Hage Geingob Stadium. Tick-

ets are available via Computicket

It was decided to give members of 

the public the opportunity to vote 

for the artists who would be enter-

taining them at the festival. And so 

the Jazz Off competitions came to 

be, with two main categories, one 

for established artists and the oth-

er for newcomers. And the public 

made the decisions. 

Local artists to keep an ear out 

for are Lize Ehlers, Ugly Creatures, 

Adora (see page 51), Shishani, and 

Major 7s, while the new kids on 

the block are Chilling in the Park,  

Pulpit, and Denise. And if this 

is not enough for you to put on 

your dancing shoes, South African  

lyricist Lira and master guitar man 

Selaelo Selato will also be getting  

on their Namibian funk as the  

leading act.
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ELEMOThO  
FInDS hIS tIme

Text	marita van rooyen
Photographs	Jeffrey Nakanuku

K      e nako, it is time! Elemotho. This name should be engraved in 

the chambers of your mind, because as the man who likes to 

‘paint a picture where chords are not only tangible, but energy is  

felt and words carry a power beyond bullets and hunger’, Elemotho is  

Namibia’s most well-travelled musician of export quality. And in September  

and October he has been on tour conquering the rest of Africa if not the 

world with his lyrical poetry.

Elemotho and his band have just walked away with the Radio France In-

ternational (RFI) 24 Discoveries Award. A mother of an achievement, this 

award has been organised since 1981 and has contributed to boosting many 

musicians into the international arena, amongst them Tiken Jah Fakoly,  

Didier Awadi, Amadou & Mariam and Rokia Traoré.

And what a big bolt from the blue! “We were all really surprised! In fact, 

we’d all but forgotten about being in the running!” Elemotho was in the 

middle of a European tour, and had his upcoming album, Ke nako, in the 

back of his mind, plus, being in the top ten was already quite a humbling 

achievement. But the president of the jury, Beninese singer Angelique Kid-

jo, was particularly affected by his music, saying that it is like a story, a 

story that can make you cry, laugh, or sing. In the end, the judges’ decision 

was unanimously Elemotho.

The artist walked away with a cash award of 10 000 Euros and a promo-

tional package, which includes a concert in Paris and an African tour, all 

sponsored by the Institut Français. And, the band is excited! “This is a big 

deal. It’s what every musician dreams of.” 

“Touring is a musician’s life. We have to get out there and do our thing. 

The story has to be told; everyone has a voice. There comes a time when we 

must stand up for our rights.” Elemotho’s time is now.

Ke Nako, which translates as ‘It’s time’ in Elemotho’s native language 

of Setswana, will be launched at the Playhouse Theatre in Windhoek on  

1 December.

www.elemotho.com

It	 is	 time:	 time	 for	 change,	 time	 to	dance	 to	
a	different	tune.	You	can	see	 it	 in	the	moon,	
and	 hear	 it	 in	 the	wind.	 There	 is	 a	 time	 for	
everything...

Elemotho
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the NAtioNAl Art gAllery 
oF NAmibiA, Windhoek

Heystek is known for her lar-
ge-scale charcoal drawings on  
Fabriano paper.   She adds colour 
with soft pastels or mixed media.

Her subject matter concerns life 
and issues as seen through the eyes 
of a (mature) woman.  She por-
trays realistic objects symbolically 
and the viewer is then drawn in to  
explore the concept of the work. 
The title can be the starting point 
to ‘read’ the codes and interpret the 
artwork.  By adding her own ex-
planation and experience, a unique 
interaction between artwork and 
viewer is created. 
Pruning, in particular, is detailed 

in such a way that when you look 
at it closely, you experience in-
tricacies that are parallel to how  
a woman can be perceived: striking 
from afar, meticulous to the core 
from close by.

viewing times

Mon–Fri: 08:00–17:00
Sat 09:00-14:00
Tel: 061 23 1160

Cell: 081 275 0678

PRUNING
Anita Heystek

Charcoal and pastel on paper,  
100 x 80 cm, 2011

The official countdown for the biggest Jazz Festival in Namibia has 

officially kicked off, and the artists for the Windhoek Jazz Festival 

2012 have been revealed. This year’s Windhoek Jazz Festival 

promises to be even bigger and better than before, with the incredible 

Adora being the one to look out for among an exciting line-up of artists. 

Born Liliani Kisting aka Adora as the fourth in a family of five, she grew up 

in a Christian home with a father for a pastor and “…surrounded by music, 

as my family composed, produced and sang all the time. I gave my first 

performance in church in front of a crowd when I was seven. My father is 

my number-one fan. He listens to my songs before anyone else and advises 

me. My family supports and encourages me on my musical journey.”

While only 22 years old, Adora has already established herself as a 

prominent artist who gives 100% and more to her musical career. She 

performed at the 2011 MTC Namibian Annual Music Awards nomination 

launch and at the Namibia Women Summit in August 2012, with the likes 

of Jericho, Sunny Boy and PDK, to mention a few. She cites the highlights 

of her career as the Old Mutual Jazz Encounters in 2009 and 2011, where 

she collaborated with the well-known jazz musician from South Africa,  

Jimmy Dludlu.

Adora dominates the stage with her soulful voice and electrifying dance 

moves. At the Windhoek Jazz Festival, she will be sharing the limelight with 

some of Namibia’s household names: no less than the Pulpit, Denise, Chillin 

in the Park, Lize Ehlers and Major 7s. Award nominee for Best International 

artist, Lira, homegrown songbird Shishani, and South African Afro Jazz 

musician Selaelo Selota will be the feature acts at the festival.

The Festival will be held at the Hage Geingob Stadium on 3 November 2012. 

Tickets available via Computicket.

Text	zenao Angula

Rise 
and 
shine, 
for your 
time 
has 
come!
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Africa, unexpected 

During the dry months of the southern 

hemisphere’s winter season, French photo-

graphers Nicolas Henry and Floriane de Lassée 

embarked on a photographic journey through Africa – 

including three weeks in Namibia – hoping to capture a 

side of the continent that the world hadn’t seen before.

“When I set off to spend four months in Africa, I didn’t 

know where exactly I was going, but I was certain of 

one thing: I had knowingly chosen to strike out for 

places that were the exact opposite of what I had known 

during the seven years I spent shooting Inside Views, a 

solitary, contemporary, and feminine journey through 

the world’s major capitals. But, as I progressed on my 

journey, I sought to show a different vision of Africa, 

suffused by that same feeling of solitude that I thought 

Text	Marita van Rooyen
Photographs	Floriane de Lassée & nicolas henry

“In	Namibia	I	felt	like	the	people	
were	peacefully	passing	the	
time	from	ancestral	Africa	
to	modernity,	all	the	while	
expressing	the	strength	of	their	
communities	and	the	evolution	
of	their	traditions…	These	days,	
Africa’s	population	is	fully	aware	
of	the	value	of	the	artistic	and	
cultural	heritage	that	it	carries.”	

Nicolas Henry, photographer

the people of africa tell their stories 
Are you listening?

Himbas, Gelbingen Lodge, near Kamanjab:	It	is	not	unusual	for	the	men	of	the	tribe	to	have	three	women.	our	man	
seems	a	little	lost	here	as	the	women	have	bonded,	laughing	with	him.	In	the	red	glow	of	the	fire	of	each	hut,	a	family	
grows.

©
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was only possible in the sprawling metropolises of the 

northern hemisphere,” explains Floriane.

Nicolas on the other hand, focused on giving Africa 

a contemporary voice by depicting topics such as 

beliefs, ecology, colonisation, population explosion, 

educational needs, and the denunciation of corruption. 

“My works opens a window to express speech and goes 

beyond the usual clichés of suffering and pain.” 

Telling tales, capturing a different 
Africa

“Namibia is very much a modern country. What makes 

it so special is that development goes hand in hand with 

a deep love and respect for nature, and that made it a 

pleasure to shoot there. The photographic scenes came 

together naturally, through something that seemed to 

hover in the air, waiting to be grasped, apprehended, as 

if a great melancholy had overtaken these individuals 

for the space of an instant, or maybe even a lifetime. 

My photography and art is aimed at telling stories 

and sharing traditions – especially those of women; 

documenting the lives of people from all over the world 

and exporting them to other places,” says Floriane.

Nicolas’s photographic scenes are like special 

construction sites, made up of objects that are of value 

to his subject. He works with community members to 

set up a visual reality and so evoke a certain narrative. 

“My creations are like a travelling theatre,” he says. “I 

learn the local poetry by taking part in the daily lives 

of communities, observe the natural actors, and the 

emerging scenes of their lives.” 

Hereros, near Outjo: Since	independence,	the	Hereros	have	taken	pride	in	wearing	the	costumes	of	their	traditions.	This	
perpetuates	the	values	of	their	ancestors	and	preserves	them	from	extinction.
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www.pamgolding.com.na

Majestic African Wildlife Sanctuary  
This truly exceptional 12 000 hectare property in a marvellous location with-in 
close proximity of the capital city and international airport boasts a remarkable 
variety of well adapted wildlife including rare species like the Roan and Sable 
antelope. The property’s excellent infrastructure has been meticulously cared for 
by the owners for the last 18 years and offers a unique turnkey property for the 
discerning buyer and a rare find in Namibia.    

Paul Kruger +264 (0)81 714 4559

Windhoek PoR

on the Beach  
This 1000 m2, triple storey house with seven en-suite bedrooms, each with its 
own balcony and splendid sea view, boasts exceptional style and elegance. 
An entertainers dream, this property includes a large lounge, dining and 
entertainment area with a state of the art kitchen, scullery, laundry and walk-in 
fridge and cooler room. An additional entertainment area with a 17 m heated 
pool and indoor braai, a wine cellar, games room, study, lift and four garages 
completes this stunning property which could be operated as a boutique 
guest house.

Paul Kruger +264 (0)81 714 4559

SWAkoPMund n$11.4MiLL

opulent oceanfront Living  
In a league of its own, this exceptional property offers everything the discerning 
investor would dream of, and more. Fully automated, this family home’s 
unrivalled position brings sea views and the beachfront right to your doorstep. 
It includes 4 en suite bedrooms with balconies; spacious living, dining and 
entertainment areas, a designer kitchen, scullery, laundry and drying yard; 
an indoor tea patio; a bar, braai, gym, office, lift shaft, roof terrace, staff 
accommodation, separate apartment, 4 garages and much more.  

Paul Kruger +264 (0)81 714 4559

SWAkoPMund n$15MiLL

house with a view  
Situated in the upmarket suburb of Auasblick, this modern family home comes 
fully furnished and has breath taking views from all rooms. This property consists 
of 4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, open plan kitchen with scullery and laundry, lounge 
and TV room. It also offers a gym room, study, BBQ area, a sparkling swimming 
pool and three garages. 

Suzaan Hennig +264 (0)81 790 1588

Windhoek n$7.4MiLL

Namibia
Office +264 (0) 61 302 817, Fax +264 (0) 61 886 517152, Email namibia@pamgolding.com.na
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Floriane and Nicolas succeeded in turning Africa 

into a magical, faraway planet, filled with mysticism 

and unique traditions intertwined with the inevitable 

modern aspect. 

In Namibia – their last African stop – the photographers 

spent most of their time with the people of the Damara 

Living Museum near Twyfelfontein, a small group of 

Himbas near Kamanjab, and with the Hereros near 

Outjo and in Windhoek.

See Namibia here
Nicolas is exhibiting Namibia at the European Month 

of Photography in Paris. The exhibition can be viewed 

at the St Merri Church, in front of the Pompidou Cen-

tre, which houses France’s National Museum of Modern 

Art, from 1 November to 15 December. 

Both Floriane and Nicolas will be exhibiting their Af-

rican works at the Open Studio in Marnes La Coquette, 

France from 1 to 15 December.

See more of their works here: www.florianedelassee.com

Top and bottom: Living museum, modern vs traditional Damara Living Museum, Twyfelfontein: Damara	traditions	
have	disappeared,	so	to	start	the	revival,	we	questioned	the	elders	living	near	the	large	stones	that	they	believed	protected	
them	from	lions	and	thunderstorms.	They	taught	us	how	to	reinforce	this	epoch,	explained	their	history,	and	together	we	
created	a	story	of	the	Damara,	old	and	new.
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PALInDROMES
whatever their length, words have provided 
excellent material for games from the earliest 
times. one of the more pleasing arrangements 
is the palindrome, which is spelt the same 
backwards as forwards, and can create some 
bizarre meanings:   
 
neulo taas niin saat oluen (Finnish) – knit again, 
so that you will get a beer.

nie fragt sie: ist gefegt? Sie ist gar fein 
(German) – she never asks: has the sweeping 
been done? She is very refined.

In girum imus nocte et consumimur igni 
(Latin) – we enter the circle after dark and are 
consumed by fire.

nipson anomemata me monan opsin (Ancient 
Greek) – wash off my sins, not only my face 
(written on the edge of a well or a font in 
Constantinople, where ps is ψ)

the FiNNs hAve three pAliNdromic words:

saippuakivikauppias – a soapstone seller

saippuakuppinippukauppias – a soap cup 
trader 

solutomaattimittaamotulos – the result from a 
measurement laboratory for tomatoes

Adam Jacot de 

boinod was a researcher 

on the first series of QI, the 

BBC quiz programme hosted by 

Stephen Fry. He is a linguist who 

looks at wonderful vocabulary, both 

in the English language and in the 

foreign languages of the world. He 

is the author of The Meaning of 

Tingo published by Penguin 

Books.

Quite
interesting,  

or	what?

EngLISh QUIz
To spoil a child by injudicious petting 
(Hampshire and Wiltshire dialects), is a:

(a)  Muddle
(b)  huddle
(c)  Spuddle
(d)  Vuddle?

FOREIgn QUIz
If a man is described as a ‘jaysus’, he is …

(a)  An Irishman who thinks he’s god
(b)  A missionary working among the  
 ndebele peoples of Southern  
 Africa 
(c)  An Indonesian who tells a joke  
 so unfunny that you actually  
 can’t help laughing?
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The Well is the most exclusive Aesthetics & Anti-Aging facility in Africa. 
We will tailor-make an Aesthetic Safari package for you, which can include anything from a Vaser Liposculpture procedure, or a 

Liquid Facelift with Botox and Fillers, to a visit to some of Namibia’s famous tourist attractions.

 Vaser Hi-Def, 4D Liposculpture
 Botox & Dermal Fillers

 Chemical Peels

Well é o tratamento mais exclusivo de Estética e Anti-Idade em África.
Vaser Hi-Def, Lipoescultura 4D • Preenchimentos dérmicos e de Botox • Peelings químicos

Please contact us for more information:
Contactos para mais informação:

e-mail: antheavw@iway.na
Telephone: +26481 249 3636

www.vasernamibia.com
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The Well is the most exclusive Aesthetics & Anti-Aging facility in Africa. 
We will tailor-make an Aesthetic Safari package for you, which can include anything from a Vaser Liposculpture procedure, or a 

Liquid Facelift with Botox and Fillers, to a visit to some of Namibia’s famous tourist attractions.

 Vaser Hi-Def, 4D Liposculpture
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Well é o tratamento mais exclusivo de Estética e Anti-Idade em África.
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MY fAvourite words 
FRoM	THE	WoRLD’S	
LANGUAGES

 ą Postkartenwetter (German) – the kind 
of weather that is too wonderful to be real 
(literally, postcard weather)

 ą Dynke (Norwegian) – the act of dunking 
somebody’s face in snow

 ą Chaponner (Gallo, France) – to stick a 
finger up a chicken’s bottom to see if it is 
laying an egg

 ą xom-xoàm (Vietnamese) – to speak 
while one’s mouth is full

 ą Malastigà (Tagalog, Philippines) – being 
bored of eating the same food all the time

idioMs of tHe worLd 
BETWEEN	THE	DEVIL	AND	
THE	DEEP	BLUE	SEA

 ą Telan mati emak, luah mati bapa 
(Malay):	If	you	swallow	it	your	mother	will	
die;	if	you	throw	it	up,	your	father	will	die.		

 ą Estar entre a espada e a parede 
(Portuguese):	To	be	between	the	sword	
and	the	wall.	

 ą Tussen twee vuren staan (Dutch):	To	be	
between	two	fires.		

 ą byt mezhdu molotom i nakovalnyei 
(Russian).	Between	hammer	and	anvil.

 ą Wählen zwischen hölle und Fegefeuer, 
(German):	To	choose	between	trunk	and	
bark	or	hell	and	purgatory.	

 ą Eddyr daa stoyl ta toyn er laare (Manx,	
Isle	of	Man).	Between	two	stools	your	arse	
is	on	the	floor.	

 ą Se correr o bicho pega e se ficar o 
bicho (Portuguese):	If	you	run,	the	animal	
will	catch	you,	if	you	stay	it	will	eat	you.

QUIz AnSWERS 
eNGLisH: (d) Vuddle

foreiGN: (c) An Indonesian who tells a joke so unfunny that 

you actually can’t help laughing.

THE	WoRD	 
PoZZY wALLAH	
(tommIeS’ SLang 1914–18) 

A	man	inordinately	fond	of	jam
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the domestication of the  

African wild 
cat

Popular	wisdom	and	speculation	
tell	us	that	the	ancient	Egyptians	
domesticated	the	African	wild	cat	
Felix lybica	5	000	years	ago	into	
what	today	are	our	pets.		
If	you	look	at	any	source,	you’ll	
find	references	of	how	the	
cats	were	caught	and	put	into	
granaries	to	keep	mice	and	rats	
in	check.	Why	they	stayed	there	
is	not	known	and	how	they	
became	pets	of	the	Egyptians	
is	also	not	known.	But	the	cat	
did	have	a	special	place	in	Egypt	
where	they	were	worshipped	
as	gods,	and	I’ve	seen	statues	of	
their	likeness	at	the	Temple	of	
Karnak	at	Luxor.

Text	and	photographs	Tim Osborne
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the domestication of the  

African wild 
cat

The African wild cat differs from the domestic 

cat by having orange ears, black bottoms to 

their feet and two black stripes crossing on the 

front legs. They stand taller than the domestic cat, so 

when sitting upright, the long front legs are noticeable. 

Their colouration is a mixture of grey and orange with 

darker stripes on the body.

We’ve had some experiences with an African wild 

cat that might shed light on how the contact and 

domestication may have occurred. Our lodge is built 

on a rocky bluff where we occasionally hear wild cats 

caterwauling during the mating season and sometimes 

caught a glimpse of one. One evening at sundown we 

observed a female wild cat walking past the lapa. We 

put some meat scraps on a rock next to the lapa and 

watched as she dashed in to snatch the meat and ran  

off to consume it. This went on for two weeks, with 

the cat gradually becoming less timid. Then one 

evening as we watched the female approach the 

food, a male wild cat ran in, chased her off and 

sat down to climb into her meat. He then looked 

up at us as if to say “Feed me!” I fetched another 

piece of meat and threw it near the cat. He backed  

off a little, but came right back to devour the tasty 

morsel. The male cat took over and the female never did 

come back.

Over the next few months we placed the meat closer 

and closer to the edge of the lapa. The cat often sat in 

the nearby bushes at sundown, just waiting for us. Of 

course, not content to have the cat two metres away, I 

began dropping the food closer and closer until he had 

to leap up to the lapa to get it. After a while he was 

quite relaxed with our presence. However, every time 

the cat jumped up on the lapa, he hissed and growled 

as part of the procedure. We soon realised that we were 

not domesticating the cat; he was domesticating us!

It seemed this cat was partially attracted to the smells 

of Mexican cooking and sometimes actually took a few 

steps into the kitchen when the door was open. He 

especially liked to eat tacos and stir-fry, so he became 

Tomas the gourmet African wild cat. 

Often at sundowner time we found Tomas lying down 
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on the edge of the lapa waiting 

for us. On hot days he came in 

earlier and we would find him on 

the cool tile floor, stretched out flat. 

Tomas never let us pet or touch him. If I 

offered a piece of meat held between my fingers 

he simply lashed out with his paw, claws extended. I 

learned to drop the food fast. 

Tomas was actually the ideal pet, as we could leave 

our lodge for a month and he would revert to eating 

the local birds and mice. A few days after our return, 

he would be back at the lapa looking for his dinner. 

He was quite photogenic and most of our guests got to 

see him. One of the odd things about Tomas was that 

he never purred or meowed like domestic cats; he just 

hissed and growled. He preferred lying on hard rocks 

to sleeping on our furniture, although he had plenty  

of opportunity.

Tomas was a full-grown adult when he came to us. 

Sadly, after five years, he became older, thinner and 

finally disappeared one rainy evening in February 

2009. This is the story of how a wildcat domesticated 

us. It might well be that a similar event took place in 

Egypt thousands of years ago.

Tomas was 
actually the ideal 

pet, as we could leave 
our lodge for a month 
and he would revert to 
eating the local birds 

and mice
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can KaZa benefit  
wildlife and people?

Altogether, there are over 50 protected areas 

within KAZA. It encompasses most of 

the Okavango River and Upper Zambezi 

River basins, includes the Okavango Delta and the 

Victoria Falls, and spans five Southern African  

countries – Angola, Botswana, Namibia, Zambia and 

Zimbabwe. It is a real ‘big-picture’ vision of conservation  

across boundaries.

KAZA is the Kavango Zambezi Transfrontier Conser-

vation Area (KAZA TFCA). The first cornerstone 

for its development was laid in 2006, when the 

Ministers responsible for natural resources and 

tourism in the five countries signed a Memoran- 

dum of Understanding that committed them to the  

establishment of the initiative. It took another five 

years of planning and negotiations and the support 

of various international and local organisations until  

KAZA was officially launched in March this year at a 

 meeting in Namibia. 

Now the actual work begins. The signed treaty and 

the lines drawn on a map have not really changed  

realities on the ground in the five countries. Here, the 

people live on a mixture of subsistence agriculture,  

Text	helge Denker
Photographs	nACSO/WWF in namibia

KAZA	is	about	the	size	of	Sweden,	covering	around	440	000	square	
kilometres.	It	embraces	national	parks,	game	reserves,	forest	reserves,	
community	conservancies	and	wildlife	management	areas.	
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livestock herding, fishing and a little bit of  

tourism. Wild animals try to follow ancient  

migration routes, often passing through com-

munal farmland. This creates a variety  

of issues that need to be addressed  

before the KAZA vision can be realised. 

A central objective of this vision is 

to ‘enhance the sustainable use of 

natural and cultural heritage resources 

to improve the livelihoods of local 

communities within and around the 

KAZA TFCA and thus contribute to 

poverty reduction’. Direct benefits flowing 

from conservation to local communities 

highlight a paradigm shift of recent decades, 

which has significantly increased the viability of 

many state-run and community conservation areas 

in Southern Africa. At the KAZA scale, improving 

livelihoods requires that wildlife movements, human 

wildlife interactions and human-wildlife conflict 

receive close attention.  

On a map, the extent of KAZA, the apparent wild-

life movement the area enables, and the number of  

Within KAZA,  
a healthy balance 

between wildlife and 
subsistence agriculture 

can be achieved if wildlife 
is allowed to follow its 

seasonal migration 
routes 

rural communities it 

embraces certainly look 

impressive. But the map 

does not necessarily reveal  

barriers and threats that can 

severely restrict wildlife move-

ments, which in turn results in heightened 

localised pressure and related human-wildlife conflict.  

This threatens the long-term effectiveness and success 

of KAZA.

Tangible community benefits from wildlife generally 

depend on finding a healthy balance between wildlife 

and subsistence agriculture. Within KAZA, this can be 

achieved if wildlife can follow its seasonal migration 



fast  
facts  
on Foreign Currency when you enter 
or leave Namibia 

For Tourists 
There is no limit to the amount and form (cash, travellers’ 
cheques, credit cards etc) of a foreign currency that you 
have on you when you arrive.

Visa and American Express credit cards aregenerally 
accepted everywhere.

Change your foreign currencies at authorised dealers 
such as commercial banks or bureaus de change.

 Take note: it is a criminal offence to deal with 
unregistered dealers or to go through informal financial 
‘black markets’.

Certain hotels, tour operators and restaurants, can also 
operate with foreign currencies. 

Keep copies of evidence confirming the origin of the 
currency you carry, as proof. You may be required to 
show that when leaving the country.

There is also no limit on the sum of foreign currency 
visitors may take out with them. However, a maximum 
of N$10 000 in notes (or equivalent notes from Lesotho, 
South Africa and Swaziland) may be taken out of the 
country.

For Namibians travelling outside 
the CMA
Namibian travellers can exchange money 60 days before 
date of departure either at a local commerciabank or a 
bureau de change. 

All unspent portions of travel allowances must be sold 
back to authorised dealers or bureau de changewithin 30 
days after returning to Namibia. 

The exchange of foreign currency by unauthorised 
dealers is a criminal offence. Similarly the accumulation 
of foreign currency is illegal.

N$1 million is the maximum amount that can be taken 
out of Namibia annually. Travel allowances may be taken 
in any form (cash, travellers’ cheques, credit cards, etc). 

A maximum of N$10 000 in notes (or equivalent notes 
from Lesotho, South Africa and Swaziland) may be taken 
in and out of Namibia at a time.

The CMA stands for Common Monetary Area, which 
includes South Africa, Lesotho, Swaziland and Namibia.
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routes without being forced into unhealthy proximity 

to farming activities and settlement. The tourism value 

of communal areas is enhanced through the effective 

zoning of wildlife corridors. This allows communities 

to diversify their livelihoods by supplementing ag-

riculture with tourism income. By keeping migration 

routes open, pressure on local wildlife is reduced and 

the overall health of wildlife populations is maintained. 

All of this equates directly with the second key  

objective of KAZA, which is ‘to promote and facili-

tate the development of a complementary network of  

protected areas… linked through corridors 

to safeguard the welfare and continued  

existence of migratory wildlife species’.

Several years of wildlife monitoring 

in various KAZA countries illustrates 

high-pressure zones created through 

migration bottlenecks and movement 

barriers such as fences and human  

activity. Scientists from the Ministry 

of Environment and Tourism in 

Namibia have been working with WWF 

scientists to collect a wealth of data, and 

have recently begun to collaborate and share 

information with their Botswana counterparts 

to understand wildlife dynamics better at regional 

level. The FENCES project – a very apt acronym for 

Facilitating Environmental Connectivity of Ecosystems 

and Species – is an emerging regional partnership  

that seeks to foster connectivity and freedom of  

wildlife movement by applying the valuable information 

being collected.

Freedom of wildlife movement across the Caprivi is 

vital in relieving elephant pressure in both Namibia 

and Botswana, by allowing the animals to move north 

into Angola and Zambia. KAZA is home to the largest 

contiguous elephant population in all of Africa,  

estimated at around 250 000. The border fence 

between Botswana and Namibia, internal fences in 

Botswana, and settlement and human activity along 

the Trans-Caprivi Highway in Namibia, are all creating 

movement barriers for elephants, buffalos and other 

wildlife. The African wild dog, one of the continent’s 

most endangered predators, is another highly mobile 

species that needs the freedom of movement that only 

an area the size of KAZA can provide. A recent meeting 

held in Namibia, attended by species experts from 

all KAZA countries, laid the foundation for improved 

conservation of the canid.

Farming is a vital com-

ponent of the rural 

livelihoods and economies 

of all KAZA countries, yet 

a more strategic approach to 

fencing, agricultural activities 

and wildlife management can fa-

cilitate free wildlife movement without 

threatening farming activities. And local communities 

are able to integrate wildlife and agricultural land uses 

when the economic, social and ecological benefits of 

conservation outweigh the costs of living with wildlife. 

The large rivers within KAZA are primary focus areas 

for conservation and wildlife-based tourism, as are 

human settlement and agriculture. These may appear 

to be incompatible, yet effective land-use zoning can 

allow different uses to be integrated and to co-exist, 

thereby providing significant benefits to all sectors.

KAZA holds vast potential for wildlife and people. 

This potential can be realised only through active 

collaboration amongst the five countries, as well as 

among the different protected areas and resident 

communities at a more localised level. There needs to 

be collaboration among the different land-use sectors. 

Success requires ongoing consideration of wildlife 

dynamics to be able to address and overcome threats 

and barriers. And it requires the political will to ensure 

free wildlife movement and maximum wildlife benefits 

for local communities. Through this, the area can 

become just as impressive in the field as it currently is 

on a map.

Effective zoning 
allows different land 
usage to be integrated 

and to co-exist, thereby 
providing significant 

benefits to 
all sectors



Send us your 

BeSt Holiday 

picS and you could 

Win a return trip 

to any air namibia 

deStination!

flamingo@

mac.com.na

STEFAN	R.	SCHNETZ Hillbilly

HELMUT	GRIES	The Etosha Ramblers

Our Journeys Change Lives                                                          wilderness-safaris.com

enter a photograph of your most treasured ex-
perience while on holiday in N amibia, and 
stand a chance of winning a return flight on 

Air Namibia to the land of wide-open spaces and  
abundant wildlife.

Passengers on Air Namibia are invited to share me-
morable moments with fellow passen gers on this 
page in Flamingo. enter your photograph in any for-
mat you like. (When submitting your photo graph, 
please give it a title and state your full name, date 
of flight and flight number. local residents must in-
clude a scan of their boarding pass).

A selection of the most stri king images will be cho-
sen for the monthly travellers’  P hoto gallery. 

One overall winner will be chosen annually. 

Visit http://www.flamingo.com.na/ct/archive.

php for previous editions of  Flamingo

Travellers‘ photo Gallery
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ANGELINA	VAN	BoxTEL	Lazy Cheetah

RICK	WooDWARD Flight over Dunes
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K         ameldorn Garden and Restaurant is enclosed 

in a lush, green and flowering garden, with a 

parrot perched on a gnarled log at the entrance, 

cheerfully looking on as guests relax in his paradise.  

At night candlelight flickers across the leaves, while 

flames from the fire gently disperse an orange glow 

across the restaurant. 

The meals are prepared with fresh, local ingredients 

– from Namibian oysters, dairy and meat products 

supplied by local farmers, home-grown vegetables and 

herbs, and home-made ice-cream, to home-baked bread, 

buns, cake and cookies served with foaming thick and 

delicious coffee. 

This is Kameldorn Garden and Restaurant, the 

revamped eating and relaxation haven situated in 

Otjiwarongo on your way to the Etosha National Park 

and other parts of northern Namibia. 

Professional chefs – husband-and-wife team Dieter 

and Eleini Radeck – bought the Kameldorn Garden & 

Bistro in 2011 from Hanne-Dore Smith. She had run it 

as a bistro for ten years, and it had been frequented by 

regulars from near and far. Dieter, who was head chef 

at the top-notch Gathemann Restaurant in Windhoek 

before opting to become his own boss, says he doesn't 

regret the move. He and Eleini say their goal is to 

consistently offer guests good service, along with simple 

but delicious food, which ranges from ‘traditional boere 

fare to gourmet cuisine’. 

The menu has been changed significantly from the 

bistro days – although some favourites from Hanne-

Dore’s time have endured, such as the world-famous 

beef burger, now made with fresh rolls from the 

kitchen. Eleini, a qualified pastry chef, dishes 

up sweet classics such as crème brûlée, apple 

tarts, and homemade cakes and cookies. 

While the restaurant is home to a loyal 

clientele of regulars, it also attracts tourists 

from all over the globe, having become a 

popular stopover for tour operators who 

have entrenched the Kameldorn Garden 

& Restaurant as a must-experience for their 

guests before embarking on their trip to Etosha.

people come for the garden  
and the atmosphere 
Kameldorn Garden and Restaurant, otJiWAroNgo

where ANd wheN
Kameldorn garden and Restaurant is located at  
17 Hindenburg Street in Otjiwarongo opposite the 
Shell Service Station. It has seven tables, some of them 
outside, and for those who can’t do without it, free  
wi-fi connection.		
Opening times
Monday: 07:00–17:00
Wednesday: 11:00–17:00
Thursday: 07:00–17:00
Friday: 07:00–15:00 and 18:00–21:00
Saturday: 08:00–15:00 
Sunday: 12:00–21:00
Closed on Tuesdays

One thing’s for sure – this restaurant offers great 

food, great company and a great atmosphere. Indeed, it 

should be listed on any itinerary aimed at giving visi-

tors a true and unique Namibian experience.

 
ChEF’S ChOICE

New on the menu are the super-fresh 
namibian oysters. Another favourite 

is the nutty chicken salad drenched 
in bush honey and roasted almond 

dressing. Daily specials include 
mouth-watering offerings such as 
warthog roast, and gemsbok liver 
on a summer salad, topped with 

papaja. A wildly popular dessert 
choice is home-made cheesecake 

and yummy home-made white-
chocolate almond ice cream.

Text	and	photographs	Jana-Mari Smith
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SMS ‘FLAMINGO1’ to 50505 or contact us at Tel: +264 61 258 394/5
Email: info@northgate.com.na  Web: www.northgate.com.na

NorthgateTechnologies
Inspired by Tomorrow’s Possibilities

NorthgateTechnologies

Send and receive information to and from your clients 
using cutting-edge mobile technology from Northgate 
Technologies. We’re the leading developer of reliable and 
cost-effective SMS-driven business solutions in Namibia.

Contact us to fi nd out how we can create a customised 
mobile communication solution for your organisation.

DON’T LET THIS HAPPEN TO YOU

YOUR  TIREMONI INVESTMENT IS REDEEMED PRACTICALLY OVERNIGHT:
This intelligent tyre pressure and temperature monitoring system can be installed in less than five minutes and the 
safety benefits for you and your family is priceless. Tiremoni Checkair® permanently shows the current air pressure and 
temperature in all tyres. You can see discrepancies at one glance and the device warns immediately in case of pressure 
loss.

SWAKOPMUND 
Tel: (064) 400 318 

 
WALVIS BAY 

Tel: (064) 271 400 

OTJIWARONGO 
Tel: (067) 302 454 

 
TSUMEB 

Tel: (067) 221 161 

OSHAKATI 
Tel: (065) 220 916 

 
RUNDU 

Tel: (066) 255 668 

LÜDERITZ 
Tel: (063) 203 855 

 
ROSH PINAH 

Tel: (063) 274 853

HEAD OFFICE & WAREHOUSE 
15 Newcastle Street 

PO Box 726 Windhoek 
Tel: (+264 61) 295 6000 

info@cymot.com 

WINDHOEK 
Tel: (061) 295 7000

 
KATUTURA 

Tel: (061) 237 759

Available at all 
CYMOT branches

CAPE TOWN
Tel: (+27) (21) 915 5220
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Shop	Window

We offer a International cuisine, 
a selection of  Namibian, Angolan 
and Portuguese dishes.

416 Independence Ave, Windhoek
Tel: 061 240786 
Email: paguelrestaurant@africaonline.com.na
Kitchen open from 12h00 to 22h00 (Tuesday  
to Sunday), Closed on Mondays. 
Kiddies menu now available

Traditional Angolan Strips of Barbecued Beef/
Fitas Grelhadas

The Famous Portuguese Peri Peri Chicken (Hot 
or Not) / Famoso Frango No Churrasco

Traditional Oshiwambo Chicken/Oxuxwa , 
Goat Head/Omutwe Woshi kombo , Goat Tripe /
Omatangala Oshikombo
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Shop	Window

Restaurant Gathemann

We offer exquisite cuisine, a selec-
tion of excellent wines combined with 
a personal service.

Open Monday - Saturday
Tel/Fax (++264 61) 22 3853
gatheman@mweb.com.na
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Shop	Window

Our comfortable fully  
air-conditioned vehicles coupled 
with punctual, safe and reliable 

transfer’s services will ensure 
that your stay in Namibia will 
be a unique and memorable 

experience.

on-board Wi-Fi connectivity 

laptop plug-ins 

comfortable seating

television viewing

fully accessible for the  
physically challenged

We are your link  
between  

Hosea Kutako 
International Airport  

and Windhoek  
or anywhere else in 

Namibia. 

Tel: +264 61 210 532
Email: info@vulkanr.com

www.airportshuttlenamibia.com

Because of you we are here

Specialize in: Group and Over lander Tours

Day Trips: City and Township Tours & Bushmen Trips
Car Rentals
Self-Drive Tours
Tailor-made Tours
Accommodated Tours 
Camping Tours

Because of you we are here

Tel: +264 61 210 532 • Fax: +264 61 401 531 
Cell: +264 811 41 2505 • Email: info@vulkanr.com
Web: www.vulkanr.com

LUXURY
BY NATURE

Set in the rolling hills of the Khomas Hochland, less than 25km from Windhoek and cuddled
up in the heart of the Daan Viljoen National Game Park, lies Sun Karros.

Visitors to Sun Karros are treated to a wide range of indigenous wildlife species. From the camp site 
game can be viewed as they drink from the water hole. Guests who like to keep track of

the world outside can make use of free internet facilities at reception.

Visitors can also indulge their taste buds with delicious, unique Namibian dishes at the
Kraal and Boma Restaurants.

D A A N  V I L J O E N

Tel: +264 61 232 393 Email: info@sunkarros.com.na
www.sunkarros.com.na
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